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Arlington, Virginia – Every August 1st at 9:32 am, Nancy Holt’s 

Dark Star Park (1984), in Arlington’s Rosslyn neighborhood, 

aligns with the sun. Shadows cast by the spheres and poles of 

this landmark outdoor sculpture align with their permanent 

forms on the ground, marking the moment of Rosslyn’s 

founding. This year, the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn Museum and 

Sculpture Garden and Holt/Smithson Foundation join with 

Arlington Public Art in celebration of the 35th Anniversary of 

Dark Star Park, which is located at Fort Myer Drive and North 

Lynn Street. Nancy Holt’s sculpture is both a regional landmark 

and a cornerstone of Arlington’s internationally acclaimed 

public art collection. Activities are scheduled at the Hirshhorn, as well as at Dark Star Park, including:  

• In Conversation: Time in Public Sculpture – Wed., July 31, 6:30 pm, Ring Auditorium, Hirshhorn 

(Free, tickets available starting Thursday, July 11, 12 p.m. EST) – Holt/Smithson Foundation’s 

Executive Director Lisa Le Feuvre will lead a panel discussion exploring the ever-evolving nature of 

sculpture in the public realm with Arlington Public Art Founding Director Angela Anderson Adams, 

Hirshhorn Associate Curator Anne Reeve, and the Isamu Noguchi Foundation and Garden Museum 

Director Brett Littman. 

• Janel and Anthony Performance – Thur., Aug 1, 9:00 am, Dark Star Park (Free) – The world 

premiere of an original site-specific composition by Cuneiform recording artists Janel and Anthony. 

The live performance will coordinate with the shadow alignment. 

• The Alignment at Dark Star Park – Thur., Aug 1 - 9:32 am, Dark Star Park (Free) – The community is 

invited to watch as the sculpture aligns with the sun and celebrate with light refreshments 

provided by the Rosslyn Business Improvement District. 

• Nancy Holt Film Screenings with an introduction by Lisa Le Feuvre – Thur., Aug. 1, 12:30 pm, &  

Sat., Aug 3, 2:00 pm, Ring Auditorium, Hirshhorn (Free, first-come, first-served seating) – Screening 

of Nancy Holt, Sun Tunnels (1978, 26 min.) and Nancy Holt,  Art in the Public Eye: The Making of 

Dark Star Park (1988, 33 min.).  The films reveal the making of visionary land artist Nancy Holt’s 

earthworks, serving both as documentation of her best-known land art sculptures and as artworks 

in themselves. 

      

HIRSHHORN & ARLINGTON ARTS CELEBRATE “DARK STAR PARK DAY” 

35th ANNIVERSARY OF LAND ART PIONEER NANCY HOLT’S WORK IN ROSSLYN 

FREE FILMS & LECTURE AT SMITHSONIAN  

WORLD PREMIERE OF SITE-SPECIFIC COMPOSITION BY JANEL & ANTHONY  

TIMED WITH THE SHADOW ALIGNMENT AT 9:32 AM ON AUGUST 1st 

 

mailto:jbyers@arlingtonva.us
https://youtu.be/4PyZWLwNbM0
file:///C:/Users/Jbyers/Desktop/Dark%20Star%20Park%202019%20Anniv/The%20Arlington%20Commission%20for%20the%20Arts%20received%20twenty-seven%20(27)%20grant%20applications%20requesting%20County%20support%20in%20Fiscal%20Year%202020.%20Nineteen%20(19)%20were%20from%20non-profit%20arts%20organizations%20and%20eight%20(8)%20were%20from%20individual%20artists.%20Twelve%20(12)%20organizations%20applied%20for%20the%20General%20Operating%20Expenses%20(GOE)%20Grant%20and%20ten%20(10)%20organizations%20applied%20for%20the%20Innovative%20Project%20Grant%20(IP).%20Of%20the%20twenty-seven%20(27)%20grant%20applications%20received,%20eighteen%20(18)%20were%20awarded%20grants:%20three%20(3)%20IA%20Grants,%20eight%20(8)%20GOE%20Grants%20and%20seven%20%20(7)%20IP%20Grants.
file:///C:/Users/Jbyers/Desktop/Dark%20Star%20Park%202019%20Anniv/The%20Arlington%20Commission%20for%20the%20Arts%20received%20twenty-seven%20(27)%20grant%20applications%20requesting%20County%20support%20in%20Fiscal%20Year%202020.%20Nineteen%20(19)%20were%20from%20non-profit%20arts%20organizations%20and%20eight%20(8)%20were%20from%20individual%20artists.%20Twelve%20(12)%20organizations%20applied%20for%20the%20General%20Operating%20Expenses%20(GOE)%20Grant%20and%20ten%20(10)%20organizations%20applied%20for%20the%20Innovative%20Project%20Grant%20(IP).%20Of%20the%20twenty-seven%20(27)%20grant%20applications%20received,%20eighteen%20(18)%20were%20awarded%20grants:%20three%20(3)%20IA%20Grants,%20eight%20(8)%20GOE%20Grants%20and%20seven%20%20(7)%20IP%20Grants.
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The work of pioneering land art artist Nancy Holt Dark Star Park (pictured above) is one of the first major 

examples of “integrated public art” in the nation, and Arlington’s first major commissioned public art 

project. On August 1st each year, known as Dark Star Park Day, shadows cast by the poles and spheres that 

make up the public art piece align with permanent forms in the shape of the shadows on the ground 

beneath them at precisely 9:32 am.  It also marks the anniversary of the day William Henry Ross purchased 

the land that later became Rosslyn, where the park is located. Dark Star Park is also extraordinary in that it 

is among the late artist’s few works in an accessible urban area. 

 

About the Panel Discussion Speakers 

 

Angela Anderson Adams is the founding director of Arlington Public Art, an internationally renowned, 

award-winning publicly and privately funded public art program where she worked directly with Holt on 

the first renovation of Dark Star Park. 

Brett Littman is the Director of The Isamu Noguchi Foundation and Garden Museum. He has overseen 

more than seventy-five exhibitions and personally curated more than 20 exhibitions over the last decade, 

dealing with visual art, outsider art, craft, design, architecture, poetry, music, science, and literature. Most 

recently, he curated the 2019 edition of Frieze Sculpture New York.  

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden Associate Curator Anne Reeve is currently overseeing a major 

public installation of works by Lee Ufan for the Museum’s outdoor Plaza, scheduled to open in Fall 2019.  

 

Currently leading the newly formed foundation dedicated to the legacies of Nancy Holt and Robert 

Smithson, Lisa Le Feuvre is a curator and writer. She directed the Henry Moore Institute, a center for the 

study of sculpture, until 2017, and has a long history of work in academia and museums.   

 

About Janel & Anthony 

Janel Leppin and Anthony Pirog have long been an active part of Washington, DC’s new-music scene. They 

play everywhere from Rhizome to the Kennedy Center to the 9:30 Club and tour internationally. Their 

critically acclaimed record Where is Home received rave reviews worldwide. Janel has released three solo 

recordings which she performed at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. Anthony leads The 

Messthetics, a powerhouse trio with former members of Fugazi who appeared in June 2019 at Barcelona’s 

Primavera Sound festival, and last fall on NPR Tiny Desk. 

 

 

 

 

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/dark-star-park/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjanelleppin.com%2Fjanel-and-anthony&data=02%7C01%7CFellerM%40si.edu%7Cc348e3daa23f416a028708d6f9a7f88a%7C989b5e2a14e44efe93b78cdd5fc5d11c%7C0%7C0%7C636970897168587278&sdata=ozN61kJ4S%2BqGZQL9jttopEeMPGiml8UkVfv%2FQb2J8aQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D86LSRQUrCjw&data=02%7C01%7CFellerM%40si.edu%7Cc348e3daa23f416a028708d6f9a7f88a%7C989b5e2a14e44efe93b78cdd5fc5d11c%7C0%7C0%7C636970897168587278&sdata=4kzzBhPhL3ip84Etczp9J6RF4Bb3zzqppJF09vmmzVA%3D&reserved=0
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 About Arlington Public Art 

Today, Arlington is home to more than sixty permanent public art projects. Our projects are directly 

commissioned to be integrated into various County capital improvement projects, commissioned by 

developers as part of the site plan process, and initiated by community groups. Arlington’s history of 

developer-funded public art projects stemming from County planning objectives began in 1979 with the 

commission of Nancy Holt’s Dark Star Park in Rosslyn. We have hosted more than sixty temporary public 

art projects since 1987 and continue to partner with local arts organizations, artists and community 

organizations to develop, launch and present interpretative projects, temporary works, exhibitions and 

more. Arlington Public Art is a program of Arlington Arts/Arlington Cultural Affairs. 

 

About Arlington Cultural Affairs 

Arlington Arts is the presenting arm of Arlington Cultural Affairs, a County division charged with fostering a 

creative environment that encourages collaboration, innovation and community participation. We do this 

by providing material support to artists, and arts organizations, in the form of grants, facilities and theater 

technology; through a commitment to integrating award-winning Public Art into our built environment; 

and with high-quality performing, literary, visual and new media programs across the County.  

 

About the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden 

The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden is the national museum of modern and contemporary art 

and a leading voice for 21st-century art and culture. Part of the Smithsonian, the Hirshhorn is located 

prominently on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. The collection includes major holdings of painting, 

sculpture, photography, mixed-media installations, works on paper and new media, making it one of the 

most important collections of postwar American and European art in the world. The Hirshhorn presents 

diverse exhibitions and offers an array of public programs on the art of our time—free to all, 364 days a 

year (closed Dec. 25). For more information, visit hirshhorn.si.edu. 

 

About Holt/Smithson Foundation 

Holt/Smithson Foundation is an artist-endowed foundation that exists to continue the creative and 

investigative spirit of the artists Nancy Holt (1938-2014) and Robert Smithson (1938-73). Holt and Smithson 

developed innovative ways of exploring our relationship with the planet, expanding the limits of artistic 

practice. Through public service their Foundation engages in programs developing the artists’ creative 

legacies, continuing the transformation they brought to the world of art and ideas. 

 

 

 

https://publicart.arlingtonva.us/
http://www.arlingtonarts.org/
https://hirshhorn.si.edu/
http://hirshhorn.si.edu/collection/home/#collection=home
http://holtsmithsonfoundation.org/
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About Rosslyn Business Improvement District 

The Rosslyn BID provides high-quality, customer-oriented services designed to define, enhance and 

continually improve Rosslyn for those who work, live, visit and do business here. As a resourceful and 

collaborative organization, we work in partnership with our key stakeholders and Arlington County to 

create a welcoming, creative, thriving environment that supports Rosslyn’s residents and a wide range of 

business types, from innovative start-ups to established Fortune 500 companies and international 

associations. We take an active leadership role in all that we do, serving as a collaborator, community 

builder and agent of positive change. 

 

 

WHO: Arlington Arts in partnership with the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn Museum and       
Sculpture Garden, the Holt/Smithson Foundation, and the Rosslyn Business 
Improvement District presents 

WHAT:  35th Anniversary DARK STAR PARK DAY Celebrations 
 

WHEN/WHERE: DARK STAR PARK, Fort Myer Drive and North Lynn Street, Arlington, VA 22209 
Thurs., August 1, 2019, 9:00 am (recommended arrival time) 
- Live Performance by JANEL & ANTHONY 
- Shadow Alignment (9:32 am) 

 HIRSHHORN ACTIVITIES, Ring Auditorium, Independence Ave & 7th St SW, 
Washington, DC 20560 
- Panel Discussion – Weds, July 31, 6:30 pm 
- Film Screenings – Thur., Aug. 1, 12:30 pm, and Sat., Aug 3, 2:00 pm 
                               - Nancy Holt,  Art in the Public Eye: The Making of Dark Star Park  
                               - Nancy Holt,  Sun Tunnels 

TICKETS:  All Activities are FREE and Open to the Public. 

• Panel Discussion: Tickets required through Eventbrite (gen. seating).  

• Film Screenings: no tickets required. First come, first seated. 

• Shadow Alignment/Performance: no tickets required. 

General Seating at panel discussion and film screenings (no reservations).  

 

       ### 

 

https://www.rosslynva.org/
file:///C:/Users/Jbyers/Desktop/Dark%20Star%20Park%202019%20Anniv/The%20Arlington%20Commission%20for%20the%20Arts%20received%20twenty-seven%20(27)%20grant%20applications%20requesting%20County%20support%20in%20Fiscal%20Year%202020.%20Nineteen%20(19)%20were%20from%20non-profit%20arts%20organizations%20and%20eight%20(8)%20were%20from%20individual%20artists.%20Twelve%20(12)%20organizations%20applied%20for%20the%20General%20Operating%20Expenses%20(GOE)%20Grant%20and%20ten%20(10)%20organizations%20applied%20for%20the%20Innovative%20Project%20Grant%20(IP).%20Of%20the%20twenty-seven%20(27)%20grant%20applications%20received,%20eighteen%20(18)%20were%20awarded%20grants:%20three%20(3)%20IA%20Grants,%20eight%20(8)%20GOE%20Grants%20and%20seven%20%20(7)%20IP%20Grants.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-conversation-time-in-public-sculpture-tickets-64200138342

