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George Mason University Arlington Campus  
Advisory Board 

 
Memorandum of Understanding 

 
 This Memorandum of Understanding is entered into as of the 23rd day of March, 
2011, by and between the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia, and George 
Mason University. 
 
WITNESSETH: 
Whereas, the County Board of Arlington County (hereafter referred to as “the County 
Board”), and George Mason University (hereafter referred to as “the University”) desire 
to establish a more structured and mutually supportive partnership for the benefit of all 
members of their communities; and 
 
Whereas, it is in the best interests of the County, and the University to foster open 
communication, the timely sharing of information, and a collaborative decision making 
process; and 
 
Whereas, the County Board and the George Mason University Board of Visitors fully 
endorse these efforts; 
 
Whereas, the County Board and the University agree that the George Mason University 
Arlington Campus Advisory Board (hereinafter referred to as the “Advisory Board”) 
should be established to share information among the parties on issues of mutual concern 
and to provide advice and recommendations on those issues from varying perspectives. 
 
Now, therefore, in consideration of the foregoing, the County Board and the University 
agree as follows: 
 
I. Establishment and Mission 
 
The Advisory Board is hereby established, the mission of which shall be to: 
 
• Provide the County and the University with recommendations focused on ensuring 

successful collaboration between the entities on issues of mutual interest. 
• Provide the University with recommendations and support in meeting its higher 

education mission and goals for the Arlington campus, including increasing service in 
Arlington. 

• Help the University broaden its communication and resource networks locally, 
nationally and internationally with individuals and organizations critical for meeting 
the University’s goals for higher education and research. 

• Provide a periodic forum for community discussion of engagement collaborations 
between the County and the University. 
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II. Composition 
 
The membership shall be comprised of fifteen (15) members and a staff liaison from both 
the County and the University.  The County and the University shall each establish a 
process for appointing members to the Advisory Board in accordance with the following:   
 
Arlington County  ..............................Ten (10) members, to include one (1) from the Arts 

Commission; one (1) School Board designee; one 
(1) from the Ballston-Virginia Square Civic 
Association; and seven (7) County Board 
appointees, one (1) of whom will serve as Chair; 
and two (2) from the business community. 

 
 
George Mason University  .................Five (5) members. 
 
Terms of appointments shall last three (3) years; and, members may serve two (2) 
consecutive full terms.  Any member who misses three (3) or more meetings without 
explanation may be asked by their appointing body to step down from the Advisory 
Board. 
 
III. Meetings, Officers, and Committees 
 
The Advisory Board shall meet at least quarterly at a place and time to be determined by 
the Advisory Board. Meetings shall be held in accordance with applicable laws, including 
the Virginia Freedom of Information Act.  The notice of the meeting and agenda will be 
distributed to members at least one week prior to the meeting.  The County and 
University staff liaison shall be responsible for providing notice and keeping records of 
all Advisory Board proceedings for approval by the Advisory Board.  All meetings shall 
be open to the public, minutes will be taken and all minutes will be available for public 
review. 
 
A Chair shall be designated by the County Board.  The Advisory Board will choose a 
Vice Chair by a majority vote of the members at the first regular meeting.  The Advisory 
Board may create committees, as necessary, to accomplish specific tasks and the Chair 
shall appoint committee leadership.  Should a Vice Chair vacancy occur, the Advisory 
Board shall elect a replacement to fill the remainder of the term.  Nothing shall prohibit 
members from holding an office for successive terms, not to exceed two consecutive full 
terms.  The Chairman shall preside at all meetings and be responsible for conveying 
recommendations of the Advisory Board.  The Vice Chairman shall perform the duties of 
the Chairman in the absence of the Chairman.   
 
As outlined in the existing Arlington County/GMU MOU (June 17, 2008), the Operations 
Committee is composed of equal numbers of members appointed by the Arlington 
County Board and by the University. This Committee will continue to coordinate 
programming and community use of the University’s Arlington-Campus Public Plaza, as 
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well as to propose means to mitigate any negative community impacts that may arise.  
Policy issues that arise shall be directed to the Advisory Board for consideration and such 
issues with any recommendations shall be communicated to the County Board and the 
University. 
 
 
IV. Quorums and Voting 
 
A quorum shall be constituted by fifty (50) percent of members of the Advisory Board.  
Voting on matters coming before the Advisory Board shall be by majority of those 
members present at the meeting.  
 
 
V. Bylaws and Additional Policies and Procedures 
 
The Advisory Board may, in its discretion, adopt bylaws and/or additional policies and 
procedures to govern the business of the Advisory Board provided that they are not in 
conflict with the provisions of this Memorandum of Understanding.  Adoption or 
amendment of bylaws, policies, and procedures shall require an affirmative vote of a two-
thirds majority of the members of the Advisory Board. 
 
VI. Amendments of the Memorandum of Understanding 
 
Any article of this Memorandum of Understanding may be amended or repealed, and any 
new article may be incorporated after all parties have concurred with such changes.  In 
addition, any party may remove itself from participation in this Memorandum of 
Understanding by action of the respective governing body. 
 
County Board of Arlington County: 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________ 
Barbara Donnellan, County Manager   Date 
Arlington County    
 
 
George Mason University: 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________ 
Alan G. Merten, President    Date 
George Mason University 


