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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

February 10, 2015 
(Approved April 14, 2015) 

 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

James Davenport 

Frances DeSilva 

David Dickson 

Herschel Kanter 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavrodis 

Christina Perez 

William Staderman 

Joseph Warren 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Mary Shavalier (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Lynn Rivers (staff) 

 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. There was no public comment. 

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes from the December 9, 2014, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Metro Topics. 
 

Lynn Rivers reported on Silver Line ridership, as requested at the previous meeting.  She 

said that performance is in line with predictions, with over 15,000 boardings on an 

average weekday at the five Silver Line stations.  Joe Warren asked how much of the 

ridership has shifted from other lines.   Ms Rivers said that she would find out that 

information. 

 

In discussing the recent smoke incident on the Yellow Line, Ms Rivers provided a Metro 

news release outlining ten safety procedures that Metro has undertaken in response to the 

incident.  Metro is working with the District of Columbia on the issue of encryption of 

the emergency responders’ radios.  A report from the National Transportation Safety 

Board is expected in about six months. 

 

Ms Rivers provided a handout on Metro fare and service proposals that were to be 

discussed at a Metro Board meeting later in the week.  The ART proposal to take over the 

Metrobus route 3A was not included in the Metro staff’s potential service changes, but 
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Mary Hines was to bring it up at the meeting.  Ms Rivers said that the 5A bus to Dulles is 

on the chopping block, a move that Mary Hines will oppose.  John Carten commented 

that the proposal to get rid of late night service on weekends would be foolish.   

 

3. Transit Development Plan. 
 

Steve Yaffe discussed the Transit Development Plan (TDP).  The FY 2016 update has 

been submitted to the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation.  Highlights 

include a fifth bus on ART Route 41, a second bus on Saturday on ART 42, a third bus 

on ART 43 (the Blue Line connection), a fourth peak-only bus on ART 45, a fifth p.m. 

peak bus and extended night and weekend service on ART 87, and a new ART 55 route 

on Lee Highway to replace Metrobus 3A. 

 

The FY 2016 update is the last for the six-year TDP.  A new six-year plan will be 

prepared for 2017.  It will be a bigger effort, including an operations plan, a capital plan, 

a financial plan, a Title VI analysis, and a corridor analysis for Columbia Pike and 

Crystal City.  Most of the work to prepare the TDP will be contracted out, though staff 

will do a lot of the initial work this spring. 

 

4. First Quarter Operations Report. 
 

Steve Yaffe presented the Fiscal Year 2015 first quarter operations report for ART and 

STAR. He said that performance is holding up but capital cost recovery in general was 

not quite as expected.  The number of free rides on ART with a MetroAccess ID have 

increased. 

 

5. Mobility Resources for Seniors and People with Disabilities.  

 

Steve Yaffe made a presentation that he had previously given to the Disability Advisory 

Commission on mobility resources in Arlington for older adults and people with 

disabilities.  The presentation outlined current County services and the staff’s vision for 

the future. 

 

6. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 
 

Frances DeSilva reported that the Accessibility Subcommittee did not meet last month.  

She repeated the plea that the subcommittee needs more members. 

 

7. Streetcar Program Update. 
 

Mary Shavalier, who is acting Transit Bureau Chief, discussed the effects of the County 

Board’s November 18 decision to cancel the streetcar program for Columbia Pike and 

Crystal City.  Staff is winding down the program and closing out contracts and funding 

agreements.  Three staff members have been reassigned.  The multimodal street project 

and transit stations along Columbia Pike will continue, as will the Crystal City projects.  

County plans are being updated to reflect the change.  Staff work groups have been set up 

to address how to proceed and come up with a process for developing alternatives.  The 

Manager will report back to the County Board in March.  
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In response to questions, Ms Shavalier said that some community outreach has already 

begun, and the County was putting together a comprehensive outreach program.  

Arlington is discussing bus alternatives with WMATA, and is also having discussions 

with Fairfax County.  Fairfax County is looking at other options to improve transit to 

Bailey’s Crossroads.  Arlington’s staff has a good relationship with Fairfax County staff. 

 

8. Additional Items from Members and Staff. 
 

Prior to the meeting, Joseph Warren had distributed a proposed resolution endorsing a 

study of additional bus services on Columbia Pike and Crystal City:  At the meeting, 

Harvey Berlin offered an alternate, simplified resolution for further study of bus services. 

John Carten suggested that the timing was not right to adopt any resolution at this time, 

and that the Committee should wait until staff had an opportunity to develop and analyze 

future transportation strategies for the corridor.  Other members concurred, and Mr. 

Warren and Mr. Berlin agreed that both resolutions would be withdrawn at this time.   

 

9. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  

 

The next meeting date is Tuesday, March 10, 2015.   


