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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

September 8, 2015 
(Approved October 13, 2015) 

 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

James Davenport 

Frances DeSilva 

Katy Lang 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavroidis 

William Staderman 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Mary Shavalier (staff) 

Lynn Rivers (statt) 

 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m.  

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes for the June 9, 2015, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Metro Topics. 
 

Lynn Rivers gave an update on several Metro topics.  In response to questions from the 

June meeting, she provided a report from Metro to the Northern Virginia Transportation 

Commission on Silver Line ridership.  The report focused on stations in Fairfax County, 

but also showed ridership data for other Silver Line stations in Virginia.  Ridership is 

high at the Wiehle-Reston East station and the Tysons Corner station, but is lower than 

projected at the other new stations.  It had been anticipated that about 60 percent of the 

initial ridership on the Silver Line would be shifted from the Orange Line.  The greatest 

impact on the Orange Line stations has been at West Falls Church, where ridership is 

down about 70 percent.  There has been little impact on the Arlington stations. 

 

Ms. Rivers also discussed “State of Good Operations” proposals for changes in Metrobus 

service, which Metro looks at each year outside of the budget process.  Metrobus 

proposals affecting Arlington include shifting the local Lee Highway bus service between 

East Falls Church and Rosslyn to ART and removing the Dominion Hills portion of the 

1E Wilson Boulevard line.  ART would provide service to the Dominion Hills 

neighborhood if it is dropped by Metrobus.  The 5A route from L’Enfant and Rosslyn to 

Dulles Airport is also proposed to be eliminated.  The bus service proposals will be 

discussed at a public meeting September 10 at Swanson Middle School and at a Metro 

public hearing September 17. 
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Ms. Rivers also reported that Crystal City–Potomac Yard ridership is steadily growing.  

The search for a new general manager is underway again; the Board may being in 

candidates by the end of the year.  Mary Hynes will come off the County Board and the 

Metro Board at the end of the year, and Mayor Euille of Alexandria may also come off 

the Metro Board.  Ms. Rivers said that most of the Metro Board members from D.C. and 

Maryland are new, and the Metro Board suffers from a lack of experience.    

  

3. ART December Service Changes. 
 

Mary Shavalier reported on ART bus service changes planned for December.  ART 

Route 55 will replace Metrobus Route 3A between East Falls Church and Rosslyn.  ART 

will provide more frequent mid-day and weekend service and is expected to have better 

reliability and schedule adherence than the 3A.  On the ART Route 45 (serving Columbia 

Pike, Sequoia and Rosslyn) a fourth bus will be added during peak periods to improve 

frequencies from 30 minutes to 22 minutes.  Along with changes that were made in July, 

these completes the package of planned FY 2016 ART service changes.   

 

4. Transit Development Plan. 
 

Mary Shavalier reported on the update of the Transit Development Plan (TDP).  The 

Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) requires a major update 

of the TDP every six years.  The TDP will develop a 10-year plan for new services and 

supporting capital improvements.  It includes a system-wide analysis of bus service in the 

County, with a more extensive review of the Columbia Pike/Pentagon City/Crystal City 

corridors to explore alternatives to the streetcar.  A consultant, VHB, has been retained to 

assist in the TDP update.  In the spring, a survey was done to get input from residents and 

transit riders.  Additional public outreach will take place in October and January, 

followed by County Board review in April or May.  The recommendations in the TDP 

will feed into the update of the County's Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

5. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee.  

 

Frances DeSilva reported that the Subcommittee had not met in June, July or August and 

did not have a report.  Mary Shavalier said that the proposed changes in STAR policies 

that were presented to the public in May and June are on hold.  Staff is analyzing the 

changes in more detail and will bring them back to the Subcommittee. 

 

6. Additional Items from Members and Staff. 
 

Linda Massaro said that she had an experience on the ART 87 where the driver was very 

accommodating to a rider in a wheelchair.  She reported it on the Web site. 

 

John Carten mentioned the security concerns on Metrobuses in D.C. and asked if there 

were any similar problem in Arlington.  Lynn Rivers said she had not heard of any. 

 

Katy Lang mentioned that the Courthouse Square plan will be coming to the County 

Board this month.  
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7. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting date is Tuesday, October 13, 2015.   


