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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

October 13, 2015 
(Approved November 10, 2015) 

 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

Frances DeSilva 

David Dickson 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Katy Lang 

Laura MacNeil 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavroidis 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Prasad Pulaguntla (staff) 

Dierdre Grant (guest) 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes for the September 8, 2015, meeting were approved. 

 

2. DES Performance Measures. 
 

Prasad Pulaguntla, from the Traffic Engineering and Operations Bureau, gave a 

presentation on Department of Environmental Services performance standards.  He is 

preparing the FY 2015 Performance Measures Report update.  The report tracks more 

than 50 performance measures from the 2007 Master Transportation Plan (MTP).  The 

report benchmarks progress in achieving the outcomes identified in the MTP, including 

improving accessibility; increasing walking, bicycling and transit use; and reducing 

vehicle miles of travel.  Mr. Pulaguntla agreed to bring the final 2015 report back to the 

TAC once it is completed. 

 

3. Metro Topics. 
 

Steve Yaffe provided a listing of the Metrobus changes that Metro staff is recommending 

as part of the “State of Good Operations” proposals.  The principal changes affecting 

Arlington include replacing the Dominion Hills segment of the 1E Wilson 

Boulevard/Vienna line with ART and replacing the portion of the 3A Lee Highway line 

between East Falls Church and Rosslyn with ART.  Metro staff is now recommending 

that the 5A bus to Dulles be maintained until the Silver Line reaches Dulles.  The 
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handout provided by Mr. Yaffe included frequently asked questions about ART 55, 

which will replace Metrobus 3A in December. 

 

4. ART Service Changes. 
 

Steve Yaffe also described other ART service changes planned for December.  Service 

will be increased on ART 42, which runs between Ballston and the Pentagon, and on 

ART 45, which runs between Columbia Heights West and Rosslyn by way of the 

County’s DHS facilities at Sequoia. 

 

5. Transit Development Plan.  

 

Steve Yaffe gave an update on the Transit Development Plan (TDP).  Three consultants 

are assisting with the effort—VHB, Foursquare, and WHA.  The plan is bus-centric.  The 

consultants are looking at gaps in service and determining whether the service should be 

provided by ART or Metro.  The plan also looks at facilities.  The County needs a bus 

maintenance facility for ART and space to store buses. 

 

The second phase of outreach for the TDP is starting, with four community meetings and 

several focus groups planned this fall.  The meetings will be run by a consultant.  Staff is 

hoping to get the TDP approved by April. 

 

6. Taxi Fare Increases. 

 

Steve Yaffe provided information on a taxi fare increase that the County Board will be 

considering.  The changes would take place in January.  The drop charge would go from 

$2.75 to $3.00 and the mileage charge, would go up from 35 cents per one-sixth mile to 

36 cents.  There would also be a new $25 cleaning fee.  The proposed fare increase would 

cost STAR about $43,000 per year. 

 

7. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 
 

Frances DeSilva reported that Dulles Airport has changed its policy to no longer allow 

taxi drivers to wait in the short-term lot for 20 minutes, but instead charge them $6.  She 

also said that STAR will encourage riders to let the office know when several people are 

going to the same activity so that the rides can be grouped.  This is targeted at people 

with disabilities living in group homes.   

 

6. Additional Items from Members and Staff. 
 

Franz Gimmler brought up VDOT’s proposal for Interstate 66 inside the Beltway, which 

would establish high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes in both directions during peak hours.  

Some of the revenues would be used to invest in multimodal improvements to benefit the 

users of I-66.  He said that the TAC should take a position on VDOT’s proposal and 

advise the Manager.  He suggested that the TAC have a briefing or a workshop on the 

VDOT proposal.  He said that there is concern in his East Falls Church neighborhood that 

if the congestion is not reduced, VDOT will add another lane to I-66.  

 



 3 

David Dickson said that the Transportation Commission has had briefings on I-66 and 

was supposed to make a recommendation to the County Board.  He said that VDOTs 

long-range plans are to go from HOV-2 to HOV-3.  Harvey Berlin said that since 

VDOT’s stated objectives are to move more people with less congestion, they should go 

to HOV-3 earlier.  John Carten asked staff to see if a briefing for the TAC was feasible. 

 

Katy Lang said that she and Bill Staderman have been participating in the Council of 

Governments’ Community Leadership Institute.  She also said that the American 

Planning Association and the Coalition for Smarter Growth will be holding a walking 

tour of Potomac Yard on Saturday.  She will have Richard Hartman send out information 

to the TAC. 

 

7. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting date is Tuesday, November 10, 2015.   


