
JOINT ARLINGTON BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BAC) / 
ARLINGTON PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PAC) MEETING 

WITH WALTER TEJADA 
  

Wednesday, August 8, 2012 @ 7:00 PM 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Cherry and Dogwood Meeting Rooms 
  

 Meeting Minutes 
  

1) Introductions 
  

Attending: 
Allan Reiter – Arlington BAC Member (Bellevue Forrest) 
Michael Raizen – Arlington BAC Member (Boulevard Manor) 
Lauren Hassel – WalkArlington Program Manager 
David Kirschner – Arlington Transportation Engineering 

Randy Swart – Arlington BAC Member (Barcroft) 
David Patton – Arlington Transportation Planning 

Chris Eatough – BikeArlington Program Manager 
Hon. Walter Tejada – Arlington County Board Member 
Elizabeth Perry – Arlington PAC Member 
Jeremy Barr – Visitor 
Steve Offutt – Arlington BAC Member (Dominion Hills) 
Dwight Hlustick – Arlington BAC Member (Fairlington) 
Marc Blacknell – Arlington BAC Member (Ashton Heights) 
Eric Goodman – Arlington PAC Co-chair 
Tom Korns – Arlington PAC Co-chair 
  
2) Walter Tejada’s  opening comments and concerns: 
  

 Walter Tejada mentioned that Arlington has received a silver rating by 
League of American Bicyclists (LAB), and would like to improve our 
infrastructure 

 The numbers of bicyclists out there is pretty significant  
 more needs to be done 
 As pedestrians, we tend to react; so what is meant by  "On your left?" 
 We are an urban area, and we need to make roads safe for pedestrians 

and bicyclists. 
 Walter Tejada mentioned that an owner of a grille in Arlington noted to him, 

concern about nubs, and how they are obstacles for drivers.  Walter 



explained that the grille owner did not understand that the nubs shorten the 
crossing distance, and make it safer for pedestrians. 

 Arlington is a growing urban paradise, with now over 210,000 residents. 
 Walter Tejada asked, is this time to have a serious campaign to get more 

people to use bikes, and new riders to learn about bike safety? 
 If Mr. Tejada were elected County Board chair next year, he would like to 

focus on a safety campaign.  
 He doesn't believe that the street smarts campaign is very effective. 
 On the pedestrian side, Walter Tejada noted that more people are crossing 

streets in middle of block, and he sited a jay-walking example in the District 
where a pedestrian was ticketed by a police officer. 

 Chris Eatough noted that Arlington would go for LAB Bicycle Friendly 
Community resubmission later this year. 

 Walter Tejada mentioned funding – The County Board is planning to 
provide budget guidance in October. 

 Walter Tejada noted that we need to do something more around the focus 
of safety and safety enhancement. 

 Walter Tejada mentioned the concerns on his mind about the four very 
recent homicides, and the recent pedestrian fatality. 

 Walter Tejada also noted that we have the political support on the Board for 
bicycling.  It is a bike friendly Board.  

  

3) Joint BAC / PAC Response to Mr. Tejada: 
  

 Tom Korns mentioned focusing on bicycle and pedestrian culture.  He said 
that you can build by demonstration. 

 Tom Korns also noted that he thinks mid-block crossing can actually be 
safer than at intersections, because there are no turning cars.  He noted 
that the County has added some mid-block crossings. 

 Walter Tejada said that he is still concerned about people jay walking. 
 Mark Blacknell noted to Walter that there is an existing campaign through 

BikeAlrlington/WalkArlington called "Be a PAL (Predictable Alert 
Lawful)".  He noted that we should consider coordinating this bicycle and 
pedestrian safety effort with the PAL campaign.  

 Mark Blacknell also noted that we should focus on Safe Route to Schools. 
 Randy Swart noted that older people are afraid to use the Washington and 

Old Dominion (W & OD) trail, because of high speed bicycling on the 
trail.  He noted that the campaign that Walter Tejada is envisioning has to 
get its message to the racing cyclists. 



 Eric Goodman noted that PAL could be a good starting point but it needs 
better saturation like Car Free Diet.   

 Lauren Hassel and Chris Eatough noted that there would be a PAL display 
at the County Fair.  Chris noted that to be more effective and reach more, it 
needs funding. 

 Randy Swart noted that Walter Tejada needs some new elements to get 
out this year. 

 There was some discussion that the PAL message, is actually made up of 
many messages, and they could be displayed one message at a time. 

 Walter Tejada mentioned that one or a few messages at a time work well, 
noting that people have trouble remembering more than 27 word 
messages. 

 There was discussion about demographics and targeting a wider 
percentage of population. Including the elderly.  Social media for the 
younger folks, but only 1/3 of Arlingtonians are electronically connected. 

 Small-scale personal interaction works well. 
 Separation of bicyclists and pedestrians was mentioned. 
 Tom Korns mentioned “Stop Look Wave” pavement markings that he has 

seen in New Hampshire that are designed to engage pedestrians, when 
they come to an intersection and to get drivers attention.  He mentioned 
that he would like to try this in Arlington at a demonstration. 

 Eric Goodman mentioned that on our agenda we have concerns about 
maintenance of roads, snow clearing, maintenance of lighting. 

 Elizabeth Perry mentioned where there are gaps to provide a higher level 
of service to other modes than just motorists.   

 Walter Tejada asked about snow clearing equipment for trails, and Randy 
Swart said it is just used for parking lots. 

 Several participants noted that our trails are commuting routes, and noted 
that we (pedestrians/bicyclists) would like to see trails operation under 
Transportation. 

 Walter Tejada mentioned a meeting with the Northern Virginia Regional 
Park Authority (NVRPA), and that he talked to them about lighting 
concerns. 

 Lauren Hassel noted that trail use has increased, and mentioned a large 
number of bicyclists going into Washington for the last inaugural. 

 David Kirschner noted that the trails are commuting highways. 
 It was mentioned that the police need to know what our pedestrian and bike 

laws are, and there was further discussion about police enforcement 
issues. 

 There was discussion about streetlight reporting issues, and it was noted 
that with the current process (an online form), that the majority of citizens 



that report street lights out, fill the form out incorrectly.  It was noted that the 
online form should be more user friendly for better success. 

 Several folks noted that the campaign that Mr. Tejada is envisioning, needs 
to be expanded with more buy in such as the Civic Federation, PTA, etc. 

 Walter would like to make this campaign a high priority.  He is looking for 
big ideas, but not costly. 

 David Patton said that a lot is happening in the Department of 
Environmental Services that needs to get out there. 

 Eric Goodman suggested that we create a joint subcommittee to meet on 
the campaign that Walter Tejada is envisioning, and to meet several times 
before the end of the year. 

 Walter Tejada noted that he had to leave, but he mentioned the Fun Ride on 
October 6th.  

  

D) Joint BAC / PAC Discussion: 
  
After Mr. Tejada left the meeting the following was discussed: 
  

 Mark Blacknell discussed the question of Washington Council of 
Governments’ (COG) Street Smarts campaign effectiveness. 

 Lauren Hassel said that the campaign should be coordinated with other 
ongoing initiatives, such as: Car Free Diet, Fit Arlington, etc. 

 There was discussion about the Arlington Loop, and that the League of 
American Bicyclists (LAB) said Arlington should emphasize and publicize 
this. 

 It was noted that Arlington currently does not have a dedicated staff for 
Safe Routes to Schools, and we should put emphasis on this issue. It was 
also noted that the District does have dedicated staff, and that we should 
ask for additional staff in Oct. 

 Eric Goodman mentioned that he would get minutes of the meeting out to both 
the BAC and the PAC, and work to initiate a joint subcommittee to address 
Mr. Tejada’s bicycle and pedestrian safety campaign vision.  

  

5) Adjournment at approximately 8:30 PM 

 


