
ARLINGTON PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

  
Meeting Minutes 

  
Wednesday, March 14, 2012  -  7:00 PM 

  
Courthouse Plaza 

2100 Clarendon Boulevard 

“Birch” Conference Room 

  
Attending:  Tom Korns,  Eric Goodman,  Shaheed Abas – Traffic 
Engineering,  Tom Kirwin – Commission on Aging,  Christine Ng - 
E2C2,  Rosemary Ciotti – Planning Commission,  David Patton,  David 
Goodman,  Elizabeth Perry,  Dennis Jaffee - Bravo 

  
1. Introductions 
  
2. Vote on Pedestrian Advisory Committee Charge 

Discussed Tom Korns’s amendments.  David G. and David P. suggested 
revising Tom's statement on "pedestrian transportation systems" to 
"mobility and access".  They would also include health.   
David Patton stepped out of the meeting and came back with wordsmithing 
improvements. Tom moved for approval.  Seconded by Rosemary, and it 
as approved without objection. 
  
3. Streetlight Maintenance 

Streetlights - Shaheed Abas noted that he has been working on these 
issues for a long time, and this is his fourth government job.  He has long 
days, and there is not enough staff to accomplish all that they need to.  He 
said that we are highly dependent upon Dominion, 20,000 street lights in 
Arlington, and 15,000 are owned by Dominion Virginia Power (DVP). There 
is no competition.  WEBCA policy making is frustrated with this as 
well.  DVP owns all the transmission lines.  DVP does the work through a 
subcontractor.   
  
Mr. Abas said that he and DVP cannot act on reports from the public about 
street light problems, because he said that 80% of the reports been 
reported incorrectly.  The web-based form is generally incorrectly filled out 
with not enough specific information to act on.  He said that if you contact 
DVP directly and you might have better success.  Eric G. suggested that 



the web-based form should be designed more appropriately, and the pole 
number, the most important information, should be near the top of the 
page, and not towards the bottom.  Eric G. noted that he plans to contact 
the County Board, and County Manager about improving the website, so 
there could be better reporting success. 
  
Mr. Abas noted that from attending Council of Governments meetings that 
other jurisdictions have it worse.  The discussion continued about  poles in 
sidewalks, and how they block the pedestrian way.  David G said that Mike 
Collins has been tracking this issue in Cherrydale. 
  
There was also discussion about the N. Quincy St. and Lee Hwy 
intersection, the signal timing is too short for crossing (15 seconds). 
  
At the Green Turtle restaurant, the new ninth street crossing at Glebe Rd,, 
there is a pedestrian crossing with no signal.  No signal there yet. 
  
3A.  Sidewalk Issues 
Tom K. spoke about a meeting on Feb 27th held by the Commission on 
Aging at the Central Library.  It was about aging services.  During the 
comment period, a resident raised concerns about problems inherent with 
brick sidewalks.  They have developed low spots and created hazardous 
conditions, granite is slippery; curb cuts are not designed well for 
walkers.  David G. said that brick sidewalks are no longer being used for 
new installations in Arlington.  Eric G, asked if they can be repaired more 
easily, and David G, said that they have to be maintained more 
often.  David G said that we actually have to use concrete pavers that look 
like brick.  Brick is bad for small wheels.  David said that we have had to 
transition out of them.  For installations that have had a base of crushed 
stone, the ground subsides, and they become uneven.  Now sidewalks 
must be concrete, or modular units must have a concrete base underneath 
them.  They are being used mainly for aesthetic reasons.  County's default 
sidewalk is a concrete panel.  Questions were raised about maintenance 
and who is responsible.  Through the sightplan review process, the 
maintenance is the responsibility of the property manager.  Tom K. asked 
when does the county blow the whistle on the property manager.  David G. 
said that investigation is based on citizen complaints.  There is a website 
for this.  David G. said that there is no comprehensive process for 
determining when pavement needs to be repaired.  Eric suggested that 



maybe there should a pavement index like for roads. David G - We should 
push maintenance in upcoming County budget. 
  
4. Rosslyn Site Plans - Pedestrian Issues 
Tom K. presented a site plan for a property at Lee Hwy, N. Lynn St., and 
Ft. Myer Dr.  A new building where there is a service roadway. 
Tom raised the question of how will the connection be made to Gateway 
Park?  Tom described the site plan.  He discussed adding pavers to cross 
eastbound Lee highway to break it up. 
It is a VDOT road.  Eric G. mentioned the Esplanade project, and 
potentially adding that style to this project. The above ground skyway will 
go away.  Tom K. said that he would like to see traffic calming to allow 
pedestrian crossing of Lee Hwy. 
  
5. Building Representative Membership for PAC (Deferred to future 
meeting) 
  
6. Further review of Walkable Recommendations (Deferred to future 
meeting) 
  
7. Building Pedestrian Culture in Arlington Government (Deferred to future 
meeting) 
  
7A.  Arlington PLACE – Noted that Mary Hines and County Manager were 
holding meeting on Thursday and Saturday. 
  
8. Previous Issues Follow-up 

  
 - Joint PAC/BAC Meeting with Walter Tejada 
  
 - Curb cuts for 4th Street N. - Rosemary to send an email David Patton 
reinforcing this importance. 
  
 - Stop Look Wave - Experimental Design 

  
 - WMATA Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements 
  
 - Capital Bikeshare locations 
  



 - Sidewalk Clear Space – ADA Compliance – Letter to Businesses - Issue 
was brought up about Metro operations for maintaining their existing 
facilities.  No one point of responsibility.  David G to check with his transit 
folks. 
  
 - Snow Removal 
  
 - Letter on Transfer Development Rights and sidewalk pedestrian space 

  
 - NTSB Recommendations on Distracted Driving 

  
  
9. Other Items/Speakers for Future Meetings 
 


