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Urban Forestry Commission 

January 23, 2014 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

 

Attendance 
Dean Amel 

Nora Palmatier 

Elizabeth Rives 

Alex Sanders, E2C2 

Caroline Haynes 

Karen Kumm Morris 

State and County Staff 
Jamie Bartalon, DPR 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

Jim McGlone, VDOF 

Kirsten Buhls, VCE 

 

Guests 

Elenor Hodges, ACE 

 

 

Public Comment – There was no public comment. 

 

 

2014 Tree Canopy Fund Grant and Tree Distribution Program Coordination – Elenor 

Hodges, ACE 
 

Elenor Hodges, Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment (ACE), thanked UFC members for their 

help reviewing Tree Canopy Fund Grant applications and conducting site visits.  She extended a 

special thank-you to Nora Palmatier for coordinating tree planting work with the contractor.  Ms. 

Hodges reported that the 2013 Tree Canopy Fund Grant Program was very successful.  All 

fall/winter planting has been completed.  White oaks and black gum trees will be planted in 

March. 

 

Ms. Hodges proposed using the 2013 list of tree species for the 2014 program.  She also 

proposed keeping the June 20 deadline for grant applications the same, and holding an open 

house/information session for potential applicants on May 5. 

 

Nora Palmatier proposed eliminating the list of “small trees” available through the Tree Canopy 

Fund Grant Program in 2014.  Instead, only large and medium sized shade trees would be 

available through the program, and residents requesting small understory trees would be directed 

to the County’s Tree Distribution Program.  This change would help to avoid confusion and 

potential conflicts if the Tree Canopy Fund review committee rejects applications for 

understory/ornamental trees when larger trees would fit on site.  Ms. Palmatier also noted that it 

is much more cost effective for residents to get small trees through the Tree Distribution 

Program and plant them themselves, rather than have a contractor plant them through the Tree 

Canopy Fund Grant Program. 

 

Commission members and staff also discussed whether to remove tree species from the Tree 

Canopy Fund planting list that have had poor survival rates or are known to be more difficult to 

transplant, such as white oaks and black gums.  Vincent Verweij (Urban Forester) recommended 
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keeping black gums and white oaks on the Tree Canopy Fund planting list, but specifying that 

they should be planted in the spring.  He had earlier provided a list of 14 tree species that 

typically do better when dug from nurseries in the fall/winter and planted in the spring. 

 

After discussion, the commission decided on the following: 

 Species previously contained in the Tree Canopy Fund list of “small” trees will no longer 

be available through this program.  Residents will be directed to check for availability of 

understory trees through the Tree Distribution Program. 

 White oaks and black gums should remain on the Tree Canopy Fund list of acceptable 

trees, but should be planted in the spring. 

 The survival of other tree species planted through the Tree Canopy Fund Program will be 

monitored before deciding whether they should be removed from the program’s planting 

list or restricted to planting in the spring. 

 

Dean Amel recommended that the UFC should inform the County Board that they will not be 

advocating to have funding for the Tree Distribution Program restored to DPR’s base budget in 

FY 2015.  Instead, they will support continuing to fund the Tree Distribution Program through 

the Tree Canopy Fund (as in FY 2014) and increasing coordination between the two programs. 

 

 

Review of 2013 UFC Work Plan and Development of 2014 Plan 
 

Commission members discussed the 2013 UFC Work Plan and changes to incorporate into the 

plan for 2014.  It was agreed that the need to update Arlington’s Urban Forest Master Plan 

(UFMP) should remain as the first item in the 2014 Work Plan, and that language should be 

added to stress the importance of integrating the updated UFMP with the Public Spaces Master 

Plan (also to be updated). 

 

Other changes to the 2013 Work Plan to incorporate into the 2014 plan include: 

 Delete the sentence to “Support organization of regional meetings on natural resources 

themes, using the Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable as a model” from the 

“Natural Resources Management Plan” element.  This item has already been 

accomplished. 

 Add language to the “Tree Canopy Fund” element to address coordination with ACE on 

the integration of the Tree Distribution Program with the Tree Canopy Fund Grant 

Program. 

 List plans to continue the LEAF Program under the Work Plan’s element for “Outreach 

and Education”. 

 

Caroline Haynes recommended adding language for UFC participation in the siting process for 

facilities on public land.  It was suggested that this recommendation could be incorporated within 

the “Planning Process” element. 

 

Dean Amel will incorporate changes into a draft 2014 UFC Work Plan and circulate it for 

comments. 
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Approval of Draft Letters on 1000 North Glebe Road Site Plan and Draft Stormwater 

Master Plan 
 

1000 North Glebe Road Site Plan – 
 

The commission reviewed a draft letter on the 1000 North Glebe Road Site Plan project that 

included revisions recommended by Karen Kumm Morris.  Ms. Kumm Morris summarized the 

project, which she characterized as being well-designed with the exception of the long distance 

that the first street tree is planted from the intersection (approximately 80 feet).  She noted that 

landscape plans with street tree plantings that begin further from intersections than necessary are 

still being received, despite past comments that have been submitted to address this issue. 

 

Ms. Kumm Morris and Dean Amel will draft a separate letter on the issue of street tree setbacks 

from intersections.  Dean Amel will also revise the letter to the County Board on the 1000 North 

Glebe Road Site Plan to include a statement clarifying that planting of additional trees off-site is 

subject to the neighboring property owner’s approval. 

 

Stormwater Master Plan Update – 
 

The commission reviewed a draft letter (prepared by Dean Amel) on the draft update to the 

Stormwater Master Plan.  The commission’s main concern is that the draft update to the plan 

does not mention the important contributions that trees provide to help mitigate stormwater run-

off.  The commission urges that the role of trees be explicitly recognized in the Stormwater Plan 

update. 

 

Vincent Verweij noted that he is working with DES staff to incorporate information on the 

stormwater mitigation benefits that trees provide.  He will also provide them with a GIS analysis 

of tree canopy coverage by watershed. 

 

Jim McGlone (VDOF) noted that Virginia’s Stormwater Ordinance does not currently provide 

credits for tree planting as a stormwater management best practice (BMP).  Changing the state 

ordinance to include tree planting as a BMP would require a major effort and approval process.  

He also noted that trees installed within bio-retention facilities help maintain the infiltration 

capacity of filter media, unlike traditional sand filters, which tend to clog up over time. 

 

The commission approved Dean Amel’s draft letter to the County Board on the Stormwater 

Master Plan update. 

 

 

Review of Draft Letter on Phoenix Bikes Relocation 
 

The commission reviewed a draft letter, prepared by Nora Palmatier, on the proposed relocation 

of the Phoenix Bikes facility to County property near the intersection of South Walter Reed 

Drive and South Four Mile Run Drive.  Caroline Haynes suggested strengthening the UFC’s 

objection to Phoenix Bikes’ use of public property at the proposed site.  Dean Amel will 
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distribute an amended version of the letter to commission members that captures the strength of 

the UFC’s objections.  An approved letter will then be forwarded to the County Board. 

 

Alex Sanders will share the UFC’s concerns with E2C2 at their next meeting.  Caroline Haynes 

will share concerns raised by the Park and Recreation Commission. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 
Minutes from the December 19, 2013 UFC meeting were approved. 

 

 

Staff Reports 

 

 Jamie Bartalon announced that Arlington County is beginning a Courthouse Square 

Planning and Urban Design Study to develop a vision for the future of the area.  Public 

workshops are being planned for April, May and June.  A report will be developed 

following the workshops, and conversations about the vision for the area will continue.  

Two trees that are of special significance (“The Mother’s Tree” and “The Soldier’s 

Tree”) are located within the study area, which also houses the Arlington Farmers’ 

Market. 

 

 The Arlington Beautification Committee voted to designate 17 Notable Trees at a County 

Board meeting in April.  Eight trees will receive plaques, and nine will receive 

certificates. 

 

 Vincent Verweij announced that he has begun working with Casey trees on a tree 

planting project at Butler Holmes Park. 

 

 DPR’s website on trees and tree related programs has been updated.  In addition to the 

new layout, the site includes listings of recommended trees. 

 

 Vincent Verweij is working with Sewanee, The University of the South, to host a summer 

intern for urban forestry.  An applicant has expressed interest in working with Arlington 

over the summer, pending final approval. 

 

 

Commission Member Reports 

 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes’ Natural Resources Joint 

Advisory Group report is attached.  In addition to her written report, Ms. Haynes expressed 

concern that new impervious areas are being incorporated within the RPA as part of the 

Glencarlyn Park playground improvement project. 

 

Park and Recreation Commission – No report.  The commission will meet on January 28. 
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Planning Activities – In addition to a listing of recent Site Plan submittals (attached), Karen 

Kumm Morris provided the following information on several projects: 

 

1401 Wilson Boulevard – This high-rise office/residential development does not focus much 

attention on design in the public realm.  Ms. Kumm Morris will recommend planting native trees 

within the project’s plaza area and planting street trees closer to intersections to gain more 

canopy coverage.  She will provide a summary of her recommendations to Dean Amel for use in 

drafting a letter from the UFC. 

 

The Berkeley (2900 South Glebe Road) – Existing garden apartments will be demolished for this 

project, which will be built very close to Four Mile Run stream.  Overhead transmission lines are 

also located nearby.  Ms. Kumm Morris noted that very few canopy trees are included in plans 

for the grounds, which seem to be “under-planted”.  Dean Amel will draft a letter on the project 

for UFC review. 

 

The Gables (North Rolfe Street in North Fort Myers area) – Tree preservation will be an issue 

with this project, which will likely be heard by the Planning Commission in late spring.  Vincent 

Verweij was involved early in the process and is working with the developer on options to 

protect several oak trees. 

 

400 Army Navy Drive – This residential development near Pen Place in Crystal City is also likely 

to be heard by the Planning Commission in late spring.  A trolley maintenance facility is planned 

to be located nearby.  The building face extends all the way to the curb line in an alley area 

associated with this project. 

 

Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) – Ed Hilz’s PFRC update is attached.  Karen 

Kumm Morris also noted that there has been good coordination with APS on the McKinley 

Elementary School project.  Some trees will need to be removed.  The School Board will vote on 

approval of the concept plan at their meeting on February 20.  Ms. Kumm Morris recommended 

that the UFC should submit comments on the project before the School Board approves a 

concept design in February. 

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) – No report.  The commission 

will meet later in the month. 

 

Champion Trees Committee – No report. 

 

Tree Stewards – Nora Palmatier displayed posters/signs that were provided to Tree Stewards by 

Trees Virginia.  They are designed to look like price tags to be hung from trees, indicating the 

monetary environmental benefits provided by the tree each year.  Four signs were provided by 

Trees Virginia.  Two will be placed in Arlington and two will go to Alexandria.  The 

commission discussed the possibility of placing one tag on a tree in Shirlington and one on the 

“Soldiers” tree in the Courthouse area. 

 

Tree Canopy Fund – The Tree Canopy Fund was an agenda item discussed earlier in the 

meeting. 
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Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) – Elizabeth Rives’ NCAC report 

is attached. 

 

Columbia Pike Form Based Code Advisory Working Group – No report.  The UFC 

expressed their thanks for Steve Campbell’s participation with the working group. 

  

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Jim McGlone reminded commission 

members that the next Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable meeting will be held on 

February 20, at Wetland Studies and Solutions in Gainesville, Virginia.  The roundtable is titled, 

“Disaster Planning, Recovery and Response…Urban Forestry Intersections”.  During the 

afternoon VDOF will gather input from participants to help guide development of their Northern 

Virginia Work Plan. 

  

Virginia Department of Forestry – Jim McGlone reported that the State Forester for Virginia 

was not reappointed by the Governor.  He also noted that VDOF will be celebrating their 100
th

 

anniversary. 

 

Arlington Public Schools (APS) – Jim Meikle’s APS report is attached. 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) – Kirsten Buhls reported that Master Gardeners of 

Northern Virginia have begun their Sustainable Landscape Practices class.  The class will run for 

six weeks and include information on stormwater management, tree planting, and other 

environmentally sustainable practices that residents can implement on their properties.  Ms. 

Buhls also reminded commission members that the 2014 Arlington Home Show and Garden 

Expo will be held on March 8, at Thomas Jefferson Community Center. 

 

 

New Business 

 

 The commission’s participation in Arlington’s Home Show and Garden Expo will be 

discussed at the February UFC meeting. 
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Attachments to January 23, 2014 Urban Forestry Commission Meeting Summary: 
 

 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes 

 At the January meeting, NRJAG members thanked Greg Zell and Larry Finch for their 

collective service towards the establishment and implementation of the Natural Resource 

Management Plan.  Each provided their perspective on lessons learned in the process of 

developing the NRMP and some recommendations relevant for the upcoming update of the 

Public Spaces Master Plan.  It was noted that several key items such as a land acquisition policy 

and implementation of the Administrative Regulation to protect significant natural resources still 

have not been completed. 

Steve Young, representing the Virginia Native Plant Society, provided background on the 

development and use of the Flora of Virginia.  A printed copy of the Flora was recently 

presented to the Arlington County Board. 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris 

 

There are several new site plans under review by the County.   

 Gables N. Rolfe Street, in North Fort Myers  

 400 Army Navy Drive, Crystal City  

 The Berkeley, 2900 S. Glebe Road along 4 Mile Run 

The submittals can be found on the CPHD - SPRC Agenda, and the County link to these site 

plans is: 

 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/CPHD/planning/applications/site_plans/CPHDPlanningA

pplicationsSPRCSchedule.aspx 

 

Additional Planning Report items, January 2014: 

 1401 Wilson Blvd (Rosslyn redevelopment by Monday Properties) also is under SPRC 

review and UFC comments now will be timely for the next SPRC on landscaping. 

 The Berkeley, 2900 S. Glebe, will be later on in the Spring but preliminary comments 

will be helpful. 

Gables N. Rolfe Street and 400 Army Navy Drive are not going to the PC until late Spring, so no 

need to finalize comments at this time. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/
http://www.arlingtonva.us/
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Public Faciilities Review Committee – Ed Hilz 
 

The last meeting of the PFRC was on Wednesday Jan 22.  They continued their review of the 

McKinley Elementary School expansion.  Attached are the Agenda and Report for the Jan 22 

meeting and the Summary of the Dec 18, 2013 meeting.   See page 5 of the Report for a map of 

the site.  The expansion will be at the Northeast and Southwest corners of the building.  A 

parking lot at the Southeast corner of the site will be expanded.  Note: PFRC reports and 

agendas are available on the PFRC website at: http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-

commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/. 

 

An update of the Building’s Concept Design was provided (see page 4 of the Report).  The 

Sustainability features of the project were also discussed.  

 

A presentation was made regarding the storm water elements that will on the site.  Arlington 

Public Schools (APS) will follow County’s storm water regulations.  There will be three rain 

gardens near the Northeast, Southwest and Southeast, corners of the site.  The size of the one in 

the Southwest corner will depend on whether the parking lot near that location has a pervious 

surface.  APS is trying to obtain a reduction in the number of onsite parking spaces that County 

regulations require (see pages 9-11 of the Report). 

 

A presentation was also made by the consultant’s arborist regarding the impact of the expansion 

on the existing trees.  A tree inventory of the entire McKinley site has been made.  Trees at 

the Northeast, Southwest and Southeast corners of the site will have to be removed.  The 

Arborist has assigned a priority ranking to these trees based on their size and condition.  There is 

a high ranking large silver maple at the Southwest corner that will be removed along with trees at 

the other two corners that have lower rankings.  The number of trees that will have to removed at 

the Southeast corner will depend on the size of the parking lot.  When available, I will provide a 

link to the arborist’s Power Point presentation and the list of trees that are to be removed.  The 

arborist is developing a list showing the locations and species of the trees that will be planted to 

replace those removed. 

 

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee – Elizabeth Rives 
 

The NCAC received a staff update on proposed amendments to the Arlington County Zoning 

Ordinance at its Jan. 9 meeting. Draft amendments relate to: 

1. Lot coverage (codify long-standing practice) 

2. Dormers (codify practice of allowing dormers equal to 50% of the horizontal surface of 

the roof area) 

3. Porches (codify practice allowing porches to encroach 4 ft. into the 25-ft. setback) 

4. Eaves of accessory buildings (codify practice that requires eaves to be a least one ft from 

any property line) 

5. Mechanical equipment (codify practice allowing various types of mechanical equipment 

to be located in rare and side yards) 

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/
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6. Bay windows, decks, oriel windows (codify practice allowing them to project into 

required setback). 

 

The Committee had only brief questions and discussion on the proposed amendments, and staff 

encouraged members to circulate the amendments to their respective civic associations.  

 

NCAC also elected officers for 2014. Chair is Bill Braswell from Tara Heights, and Vice Chair is 

Sarah McKinley of Columbia Heights. 

 

Finally, the Committee heard a presentation and approved the new Alcova Heights 

Neighborhood Conservation Plan. 

 

 

Arlington Public Schools – Jim Meikle 

 

Two APS staffers are signed up for tree stewards training. The Magnolia Bog project will go to 

next School Board meeting (February 6), and new ES#1, McKinley and Ashlawn are still being 

monitored via PFRC UFC rep(s). A public meeting on the Ashlawn tree concerns is scheduled 

for next Thursday, January 30, in the Ashlawn school library at 7 p.m.  Our objective is to re-

assure the public that APS is a friend of trees. 

 


