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Urban Forestry Commission 

February 27, 2014 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

Attendance 
Dean Amel 

Nora Palmatier 

Caroline Haynes 

Karen Kumm Morris 

Steve Campbell 

Paul Campanella 

Ed Hilz 

Mikaila Milton 

Scott Brinitzer 

State and County Staff 
Jane Rudolph, Director, DPR 

Michael Peter, DPR 

Rebecca Knotts, DPR 

Jamie Bartalon, DPR 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

James Meikle, APS 

Jim McGlone, VDOF 

 

Guests 

Larry Finch 

Kelly Criswell 

 

Public Comment – There was no public comment. 

 

 

Review and Approval of UFC Charter 
 

The commission reviewed proposed revisions to the UFC charter.  All commissions were asked 

by the County Board Office to review current charters, propose any revisions, and organize 

charters within a standardized format.  Some additional language to clarify the UFC’s mission 

was proposed, as well as additional information required for the standardized format; however, 

no substantive changes were proposed. 

 

Nora Palmatier suggested that it would be helpful to have a “job description” of UFC member 

duties; however, this would be outside the scope of the charter.  Ed Hilz noted that the revised 

charter does not specifically mention the commission’s work to facilitate tree planting and 

preservation on private property.  Staff will add proposed language to the UFC “Mission” section 

of the proposed charter to address UFC’s work to enhance tree canopy on private property. 

 

The UFC approved the revised version of their charter, with the addition of language to address 

trees on private property as noted above.  Jamie Bartalon will forward the proposed revised 

charter to the County Board Office for consideration by the Board.  The County Board Office 

expects that the Board will review all commission charters for approval in May. 

 

 

DPR Fiscal Year 2015 Budget Discussion – Jane Rudolph, Director and Michael Peter, 

Budget and Finance Director (DPR) 
 

Jane Rudolph (Director, DPR) and Michael Peter (Budget and Finance Director, DPR) presented 

an overview of DPR’s FY 2015 proposed budget.  Due to higher than projected real estate 
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assessment values for both residential and commercial properties, the County Manager is not 

proposing overall reductions to the FY 2015 budget.  Residential real estate values are up 5.9%.  

Commercial real estate values are up 3.5%.  Although a $24 million gap between projected 

revenues and expenses was previously predicted, County revenue is now $42 million above 

original estimates.  The County Board will not be advertising for a tax rate increase this year. 

 

The County Manager’s proposed budget for FY 2015 represents a 2.6% increase over the FY 

2014 budget.  This is comprised of a $432.2 million (4.7%) increase for Arlington Public 

Schools (APS) and a $687.7 million (1.8%) increase for the County. 

 

The County Manager’s proposed budget will: 

 Reprioritize resources to areas where they are most critical; 

 Target investments to replace one-time funds; 

 Keep Arlington competitive; 

 Illustrate commitment to employees; and, 

 Include $11.8 million in “one-time” funds available for the County Board. 

 

DPR’s FY 2015 proposed expense budget totals $37,471,526.  A chart was shown that illustrated 

how DPR’s proposed budget is to be allocated within major organizational categories.  Dean 

Amel asked whether there will be significant changes in the proportion of DPR funding 

allocations between divisions.  Michael Peter explained that the main change from previous DPR 

budget allocation charts is the inclusion of a “Management” category to illustrate the proportion 

of DPR’s budget associated with administrative costs and senior management.  The creation of 

the “management” budget category did not actually change organizational structures or funding 

support for divisions, but was done to more clearly illustrate the costs associated with the 

management and administration of DPR’s programs. 

 

DPR’s FY 2015 proposed revenue budget totals $9,532,509 million.  The majority of revenues 

(97%) are generated by fees.  Revenue generated by fees is expected to increase by 14% in FY 

2015, mainly due to user demand for programs.  This fiscal year, DPR is attempting to more 

accurately capture expected revenues and plan for anticipated expenditures. 

 

DPR’s FY 2015 proposed budget changes include: 

 Adding $100,000 in ongoing support to the base budget for contracted invasive plant 

control efforts.  This addition will enable DPR to continue with its 10-year plan for 

controlling invasive plants in high value natural areas.  Funding for implementation of 

this plan was previously approved on a one-time, year-to-year basis. 

 Adding $115,000 in ongoing staff support for the County’s Urban Agriculture Initiative.  

Dedicated staff support is necessary in order to implement some of the recommendations 

provided by the County Board-appointed Urban Agriculture Task Force, as well as 

recommendations provided by staff to support urban agriculture initiatives. 

 Increasing capacity in revenue producing programs ($957,401, 8.13 temporary FTE’s). 

 Consolidating management and administration expenses to more clearly illustrate 

associated costs (as described above). 

 Internal transfer of 1.0 FTE from the Sports and Recreation Division to the Parks and 

Natural Resources Management Division for a fields/turf manager position. 
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DPR is also proposing to eliminate $329,645 in one-time funding that was included in the FY 

2014 budget.  This includes elimination of one-time funding for invasive plant control (which is 

now proposed to be added to the base budget), elimination of one-time start-up costs for 

Arlington Mill Community Center (already opened), and elimination of several small, low 

attendance programs which can be more effectively accommodated within other existing 

programs. 

 

DPR’s FY 2015 proposed Pay-Go project budget includes: 

 Tuckahoe Park diamond athletic field renovations ($1.183 million). 

 Stratford Park new court design ($237,000). 

 Washington-Lee synthetic field replacement ($989,000).  APS will cover 40% of the field 

replacement cost. 

 Field Fund ($181,000) provided by sports leagues for synthetic and diamond fields. 

 

Ed Hilz asked for clarification on how field fund money will be utilized.  Jane Rudolph 

explained that the fund was originally created for enhancements to rectangular synthetic fields.  

However, DPR is now working on a process to also use the fund to enhance diamond fields. 

 

The County Manager’s FY 2015 proposed budget also includes proposals to use a proportion of 

the County’s $11.8 million in one-time funding to support DPR budget areas.  This includes 

adding $1 million to DPR’s Parks Maintenance Capital budget, and providing $1.5 million for 

Park Land Acquisition. 

 

The schedule for the FY 2015 budget process is as follows: 

 March 19 – DPR’s budget work session with the County Board (3 pm) 

 March 25 – Public budget hearing (7 pm) 

 March 27 – Public tax rate hearing (7 pm) 

 April 22 – Operating budget adoption 

 

Meetings on the FY 2015–2024 Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) budget will be held 

according to the following schedule: 

 May 10 – County Manager presents the proposed CIP 

 June County Board meeting – Public comments on the proposed CIP 

 July County Board meeting – Adoption of the CIP 

 

Dean Amel reminded commission members that the UFC’s budget recommendations for FY 

2014 included: additional funding for temporary employees to assist with watering young trees 

(added to the base budget in FY 2014); funding for additional tree planting; and, allocating 

$100,000 to the base budget for invasive plant control (now included in DPR’s FY 2015 

proposed budget).  He also noted that $11,000 for the Tree Distribution Program was eliminated 

from the FY 2014 operating budget, but permission was received to continue to fund the program 

through the Tree Canopy Fund, which worked well and provides a more direct link to the Tree 

Canopy Fund Grant Program. 

 

Mr. Amel proposed that the UFC should submit a request for additional funding for tree planting 

in the FY 2015 budget, as well as additional money for land acquisition. 
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Mikaila Milton asked whether DPR has considered utilizing the $100,000 being proposed for 

contracted invasive plant control, for in-house staff to perform control efforts.  Caroline Haynes 

commented that DPR seems to be having good results using the contractor.  Jamie Bartalon 

agreed that it has been cost effective and operationally efficient to utilize the contractor to 

provide specialized personnel to perform treatments at the appropriate times, with the 

appropriate number of workers. 

 

Nora Palmatier noted that it is always good to stress the importance of performing on-going tree 

maintenance.  Ed Hilz asked whether DPR has resources for performing preventive maintenance 

on trees.  Jamie Bartalon explained that the majority of work performed by Arlington’s in-house 

tree maintenance workers and contractors is more reactive (to address safety issues) than it is 

proactive for mature trees.  However, he noted that DPR’s landscape maintenance workers are 

well trained in the pruning of young trees and dedicate significant time during the winter months 

to performing structural pruning, which benefits the long-term health of trees and reduces future 

maintenance costs.  Scott Brinitzer and Jim Meikle both noted that they have recently observed 

many small trees in medians that were professionally pruned by DPR staff. 

 

Larry Finch commented that this year’s proposal to add money for invasive plant control to 

DPR’s base budget is evidence that commissions can really make a difference through their 

input. 

 

Dean Amel will circulate a draft UFC budget comment letter to commission members before 

finalizing it and sending it to the County Board.  Karen Kumm Morris suggested that the letter 

should also urge the County Board to allocate sufficient funds to APS to enable them to pursue 

minimum building footprint expansion options. 

 

 

UFC Letter on Street Tree Setback Standards 

 

The commission discussed a draft letter to the County Board to address street tree setbacks from 

intersections on Site Plan projects.  The commission expressed concern about street tree 

plantings beginning too far from intersections in a previous letter to the County Board; however, 

Site Plan proposals with street trees beginning 50 to 70 feet back from intersections continue to 

be received.  Karen Kumm Morris noted that the Site Plan proposal for the “Blue Goose” project 

(1000 North Glebe Road) had street trees beginning 75 feet from the intersection of North Glebe 

Road and Fairfax Drive.  Fewer street trees can be planted when setbacks from intersections are 

excessive. 

 

Ms. Kumm Morris briefed the commission on a proposed standard for street trees to be set back 

30 to 35 feet from the point of intersections.  Dean Amel noted that it would be much less time 

consuming if standard setback distances were included in initial plan submissions, rather than 

having to negotiate and revise plans during the Site Plan approval process.  Ms. Kumm Morris 

will speak with CPHD staff and attempt to arrange for appropriate staff to attend a future UFC 

meeting to discuss establishing standard setbacks for street trees. 
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UFC’s draft letter to the County Board on street tree setbacks was unanimously approved.  Dean 

Amel will insert a final date in the letter and forward it to Jamie Bartalon for submission to the 

County Board.  Mr. Amel will also work with staff to submit a final UFC letter to the County 

Board on the Berkeley Site Plan project, as discussed at the commission’s January 23, 2014 

meeting. 

 

 

Build Up, Not Out Policy for APS 
 

Karen Kumm Morris shared a summary outlining the need for APS to include options for 

minimizing building footprints by “building up, not out” during the planning process for school 

expansion projects.  Although some school expansion projects include a second story or partial 

second story, proposals that build upon existing structures as a way to preserve open space are 

often not presented as options during the planning process. 

 

Obstacles for APS to include a “minimum footprint” option in school expansion plans include 

increased construction costs, as well as disruptions associated with the displacement of students 

when expansions occur on top of existing facilities.  Existing facilities must also be engineered to 

support additional stories.  Ms. Kumm Morris noted that APS’s Capital Improvement Project 

(CIP) budget may be cost prohibitive for providing minimum footprint expansion options that 

would preserve open space, due to the additional expense of building on top of existing facilities. 

 

James Meikle (APS) noted that the APS budget is set by the County Board as a percentage of the 

County’s budget.  He also informed commission members that APS is trying to minimize 

building footprints and “build up, not out” to the extent possible.  Some new APS buildings 

(such as Reed School) have been constructed to accommodate the addition of another story.  Ms. 

Kumm Morris noted that the footprint of McKinley Elementary School’s expansion could have 

been further reduced if the budget had allowed for “building up” on the northwest side of the 

building. 

 

Dean Amel will submit comments to the County Board, encouraging them to provide budgetary 

support that would enable APS to pursue minimum building footprint expansion options.  He 

will also include this recommendation in the commission’s FY 2015 budget input letter to the 

County Board. 

 

 

UFC Planning for 2014 Arlington Home Show and Garden Expo 
 

The commission discussed their participation in the 2014 Arlington Home Show and Garden 

Expo, where they will be sharing an information booth with Tree Stewards on March 8.  Nora 

Palmatier and other Tree Stewards will have canopy coverage maps, posters and informational 

fliers at the booth, including materials purchased through a Tree Canopy Fund Grant which focus 

on avoiding construction damage to trees.  In addition to volunteers working at the booth, there is 

a need for people to circulate through the expo and provide information on avoiding construction 

damage to trees to builders and other participants. 

 



 6 

Dean Amel and Mikaila Milton each agreed to represent the UFC for two-hour shifts.  Jamie 

Bartalon will provide Ms. Palmatier with a copy of the Urban Forest Master Plan to have at the 

booth. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 
Minutes from the January 23, 2014 UFC meeting, including minor corrections provided by 

Caroline Haynes and Jim McGlone, were approved. 

 

 

Staff Reports 

 

 Jamie Bartalon reported that authorization has been granted to move forward with the 

hiring process to fill the vacant Urban Forester position.  The process had been delayed 

due to the County’s hiring slowdown. 

 

 Staff is working with Tree Stewards to inspect tree grates in the Rosslyn-Ballston 

Corridor.  Grates which have been “outgrown” by trees will be removed by staff as 

resources permit, or sites will be referred to Zoning for enforcement of tree maintenance 

requirements where required by Site Plan.  DPR staff have removed 51 grates since 

November. 

 

 DPR staff has applied for a Chesapeake Bay Technical Assistance Grant with the 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF).  The grant proposal is for a study to 

assess habitat conditions in the Four Mile Run riparian corridor, develop a prioritized list 

of potential restoration sites, engage the community about the goals and objectives of the 

study, and develop a conceptual design for a vernal pool habitat restoration project. 

 

 Jamie Bartalon noted that plans for this year’s Arbor Day Ceremony will need to be 

finalized soon.  The ceremony is typically held at an Arlington County elementary school 

in late April.  Jamie will contact Jim Meikle (APS) with potential dates so that outreach 

to schools to identify a host for this year’s ceremony can proceed. 

 

 Vincent Verweij reported that Delegate Alfonso Lopez introduced a bill in the Virginia 

House of Delegates proposing that VDOT should be required to adhere to all local tree 

replacement policies.  The bill, however, was not supported in the House. 

 

 Vincent Verweij updated the commission about a Unified Residential Development 

(URD) proposal for a property at 6122 Lee Highway.  The property owner is proposing to 

retain a home on the property that has some historic qualities, and to construct three 

additional homes.  The project could be constructed “by-right”, however, some mature 

trees could be preserved if lots could be configured differently through the URD process.   

 

If the developer is required to follow the County’s tree replacement policy, they would 

need to contribute about $250,000 to the Tree Canopy Fund to account for trees that 

cannot be planted on site (which they are not willing to do).  If the development proceeds 
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through the by-right process, it will result in 20% tree canopy coverage.  If it proceeds 

through the URD process without the requirement to follow the County’s tree 

replacement formula, 56% tree canopy coverage will be attained.  Staff’s 

recommendation is to allow the project to proceed through the URD process that will 

preserve more trees than a by-right development, but not require the developer to replace 

trees that are removed (or contribute to the Tree Canopy Fund) according to Arlington’s 

tree replacement formula. 

 

Developers have been asked to replace trees according to the Arlington’s tree 

replacement formula on past URD projects.  However, following the tree replacement 

formula is a Site Plan requirement, not an automatic requirement for all URD projects.  

Staff will be working to draft language that clarifies tree replacement options for projects 

that proceed through the URD process. 

 

 Vincent Verweij shared photos of a concept design for the Martin Luther King, Jr. library 

project in the District of Columbia which includes trees planted on the roof and building 

structure. 

 

 

Commission Member Reports 

 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes reported that there was no 

NRJAG meeting in February. Representatives from the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust 

will be presenting at the March 3, NRJAG meeting.  They have been asked to provide a 

summary of the projects in Arlington to date, and to focus additional comments on creative 

alternatives to land acquisition that we might use in Arlington. 

 

Park and Recreation Commission – In addition to Caroline Haynes’ report (attached), Ms. 

Haynes reported that DPR will be hiring a consultant to move forward with updating the Public 

Spaces Master Plan. 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris provided the following information on two 

development projects: 

 

The Gables (North Rolfe Street in North Fort Myers area) – There are some opportunities for 

tree preservation on this project, including efforts to save canopy trees in the park-like area at the 

northeast corner of the site.  Vincent Verweij was involved early in the process, and has worked 

with the developer on tree preservation options. 

 

Unified Commercial Mixed-Use Development (UCMUD), 3114 10
th

 Street North – A long 

avenue of trees is proposed to be planted along 10
th

 Street North for this project.  Street tree 

planting will begin close to intersections.  The median on 10
th

 Street North will also be planted 

with trees. 

 

 



 8 

Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) – Ed Hilz’s PFRC update is attached.   

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) – Dean Amel reported that the 

E2C2 discussed tree removals and tree planting associated with the expansion of Ashlawn 

Elementary School.  Some residents submitted a letter urging APS to plant large caliper 

replacement trees (up to 8-inch caliper).  Mr. Amel advised the E2C2 against this proposal due to 

the  lower survival rates and higher maintenance needs of large caliper trees. 

 

Champion Trees Committee – No report. 

 

Tree Stewards – Nora Palmatier’s Tree Steward update is attached, along with the Tree Steward 

2013 annual report. 

 

Tree Canopy Fund – No report. 

  

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) – No report.  The February 

NCAC meeting was cancelled due to snow. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Jim McGlone reported that the Northern 

Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable met on February 20, at Wetland Studies and Solutions in 

Gainesville, Virginia.  The roundtable was titled “Disaster Planning, Recovery and 

Response…Urban Forestry Intersections”.  Discussions during the Roundtable revealed that 

many local emergency response planners don’t communicate with local forestry professionals.  

The next Roundtable will be held on May 22, at the Loudoun County campus of Northern 

Virginia Community College, and will focus on I-Tree. 

  

Virginia Department of Forestry – Jim McGlone reported that Virginia’s State Forester 

position is currently being advertised for recruitment.  He also noted that Keith Cline, formerly 

of the US Forest Service, has been hired as the new director of Fairfax County’s Forest 

Management program. 

 

Arlington Public Schools (APS) – Jim Meikle provided the following updates from Arlington 

Public Schools: 

 Two APS maintenance staff members are enrolled in the current Tree Steward training 

class. 

 Only one re-locatable classroom will be needed at Patrick Henry Elementary School.  It 

will likely be located on a grassy area. 

 APS has awarded a contract to address stormwater and drainage issues that impact the 

Magnolia Bog in Barcroft Park.  APS is currently working on an outreach strategy to 

keep the community informed of plans and progress.  Caroline Haynes asked to be 

notified of community meetings, since Arlington-Alexandria Master Naturalists are very 

interested in the project. 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) – No report.  
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New Business 

 

 Karen Kumm Morris noted that the community process for the Rosslyn Plan update is 

underway.  One goal of the plan is to maximize environmental sustainability. 

 

 Larry Finch introduced Kelly Criswell (a guest at the UFC meeting).  Ms. Criswell is the 

new Parks liaison for Donaldson Run Civic Association.  She may also be interested in 

serving on the UFC.  Mr. Finch announced that he will be moving in March.  

Commission members expressed their thanks and appreciation for the leadership, 

advocacy and volunteer efforts that Mr. Finch has provided over many years. 
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Attachments to February 27, 2014 Urban Forestry Commission Meeting Summary: 
 

 

 Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes 

Samia Byrd from CPHD provided a primer on the Site Plan Review Process and suggested ways 

that PRC members could become more engaged in the process in promoting open space.  The 

Commission also heard from representatives of VOICE, who are advocating the use of County-

owned land for the construction of affordable housing. Commission members noted the need for 

additional open space and that the use of existing parkland for construction projects would meet 

with stiff opposition. 

 

 

Public Faciilities Review Committee – Ed Hilz 
 

The following is a link to the Agenda and a Report for the Feb 19 PRFC Meeting.  As the 

Agenda indicates, the tree removal issue at Ashlawn will be discussed in addition to issues 

related to the McKinley expansion.  The Report concerns the tree removal issue at Ashlawn. 

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/ 

 

Also, the following link is to the Power Point presentation at the Jan 22 PFRC Meeting regarding 

the McKinley expansion.  Slides 21 to 27 are the Consultant’s Arborist Report that includes the 

tree inventory of existing trees, the trees impacted by the expansion, the trees that will be 

planted, and the planting recommendations. 

 http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/PFRC%20-%2005%20-

%20140122.pdf.   

 

Additional information on the McKinley and Ashlawn school projects from the February 19, 

PFRC meeting is provided below: 

 

McKinley 
The consulting arborist addressed the issues considering saving trees #98 and #116 shown on the 

tree inventory (see slide 27 of the link to the tree inventory in the Feb 17 email below).  Tree #98 

is a Silver Maple near the southwest corner of the McKinley building.  At this location, extensive 

work will have to be done to address drainage issues.  This work will severely impact the root 

system of the tree.  For this reason, they will be removing the tree. 

Tree #116 is Northern Red Oak near the parking lot in the southeast corner of the property.  It 

was suggested to reduce the number of parking spaces in the lot to save the tree.  Unfortunately, 

there are also grade issues that need to be resolved which would impact the root system of the 

tree.  If the parking spaces were the only impact on the root system, then APS might have 

considered eliminating those spaces.  But since there is also the grade issue, they  will not be able 

to save the tree. 

 

APS said that they expect to have a final list of trees to be removed available for a July PFRC 

meeting. 

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/
http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/PFRC%20-%2005%20-%20140122.pdf
http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/PFRC%20-%2005%20-%20140122.pdf
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Ashlawn  

The discussion focused on the construction of the Stormwater Retention Facility and the 

pedestrian entrance at Montague Street.  This entrance will include stairs and a handicap 

accessible ramp.  The possible impact of the pedestrian entrance construction on the nearby 

salamander colony was discussed.  Vincent explained that he and Alonso visited the site and 

determined that the colony was far enough from the construction zone that it would not be 

affected.  The Boulevard Manor Civic Association representative was concerned that APS would 

not maintain the new pedestrian entrance because they had done so for the current one.  APS 

made assurances that they would maintain the pedestrian entrance.  APS maintenance of the 

landscape on the property was also discussed.  APS said they realize that they have this 

responsibility and will arrange to have this done.  Marco Rivero, CPHD Planning, indicated that 

there would be a Use Permit Condition that states APS is responsible for maintaining the 

landscape for the life of the Use Permit. 

 

APS said that a tree inventory chart for Ashlawn, like the one done for McKinley, was available 

and would be provided to the PFRC.  I will share this with the UFC. 

 

 

Tree Stewards – Nora Palmatier 
 

Our new class has 21 members, including 2 from APS, 13 other from Arlington and 6 from 

Alexandria. Vincent spoke on stormwater last Tuesday, and on March 8 there is pruning practice 

at Wakefield HS with Patrick Wegeng.  One problem is a site for our April 15 graduation class 

since Fairlington, Walter Reed, and Parks office are all booked == any other suggestions? 

On Saturday, March 8 at the Arlington Home Show, TS are staffing a table with UFC because 

that’s where builders and those considering home modifications will be gathered.  I’ll be there to 

set up at 9 AM, TS John Wingard there from 10-2, and TS Lynn Koch from 1-4. We’ll have the 

map of Canopy Coverage and pamphlets from ISA on Tree Preservation during Construction.  

I’d like to have each exhibitor personally contacted by a UFC member and provided some of the 

pamphlets. Please email me with your time availability. 

 

The 2013 Annual Report Follows: 
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Our Mission: 
 
TreeStewards take the lead within our communities to enhance a sustainable urban forest through 
volunteer activities and public education program.   

  
2013 Annual Report 

64 Tree Stewards reported 3300 Service Hours 
We educated 5,000 people 

We cared for 4,000 trees. 
 
Providing Education to the Community :   

 We provided tree care information to residents at the Parkfairfax Native Plant Sale, Alexandria 
Earth Day, Farmers’ Markets at Courthouse, Westover, Falls Church and Del Ray.  

 Over 12,000 Visitors had 25,236 Views to our website with information on tree care 

and advocacy for trees. “How to Remove Ivy” had 900 viewers and groups from 4 

other states requested permission to link to our site. 

 In Arlington, Tree Stewards provided individual education to more than 400 families 

who “adopted” 500 tree whips at the fall Tree Distribution Program.  

 Neighborhood participation by TreeStewards resulted in six being put on their HOA 

Boards or greens committee, others wrote articles for community newsletters, and 

coordinated for the Tree Canopy Fund which planted 400 trees.  

 TreeStewards participated in Arlington County’s Notable Tree Program with the result 

that 17 new specimen trees received recognition by the County Board. 

The Learning Never Stops 

 TreeStewards increased their knowledge through participation at the Quarterly Urban Forestry 
Roundtables on urban watersheds and tree production, pruning practicum with Arlington 
County staff, a tree walk at the US Capitol with Alexandria arborist, and tree root exploration 
with Falls Church arborist. This year Casey Trees kindly invited us to their trainings. 
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Tree Planting and Maintenance 

 In Alexandria, Alliance for Community Trees and TD Bank partnered with us to plant 25 trees at 
Tarleton Park and provided funding to purchase equipment for ongoing projects. Watering of 
the trees is funded for two summers as well. Casey Trees partnered with us to plant another 25 
trees at Four Mile Run Park. 

 In Falls Church, TreeSteward members assisted at three weekends of tree planting.  

 In Arlington, twelve members worked through the Arlington Tree Canopy Fund and 

assisted homeowners and associations in selecting the Right Tree for the Right Place 

for 400 trees. 

 Habitat restoration by removing invasive plants and planting natives was a core 

volunteer effort that occurred in each jurisdiction. 

Standing Up for Trees 

 TreeStewards serve on Urban Forestry Commission in Arlington and Tree Commission in Falls 
Church to advise local governments on tree related issues. 

 A tree census was conducted of forested land beside the W&OD Trail in an effort to 

preserve the 170 native trees present, with the results circulated at public meetings. 

 Meetings were held with VDOT officials to increase the use of native trees along 

roadways. 


