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Urban Forestry Commission 

March 27, 2014 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

Attendance 
Dean Amel 

Nora Palmatier 

Caroline Haynes 

Steve Campbell 

Paul Campanella 

Ed Hilz 

Mikaila Milton 

State and County Staff 
Jamie Bartalon, DPR 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

James Meikle, APS 

 

 

 

Public Comment – There was no public comment. 

 

 

Introduction to the New Advisory Group Handbook – Jamie Bartalon, DPR 
 

Jamie Bartalon (DPR) presented a PowerPoint summary of Arlington County’s new advisory 

group handbook.  A copy of the handbook and the PowerPoint summary were e-mailed to 

commission members prior to the UFC meeting. 

 

The advisory group handbook was last updated in 1997.  The current version includes key 

principles and expectations for civic engagement that were identified through the County’s 

PLACE initiative. 

 

The handbook summary presented to commission members concentrated on:  

• Expectations for civic engagement; 

• A framework/matrix for civic relationships between the community, staff and the County 

Board; 

• Legal requirements of commissions and commission members; and, 

• Communication protocols for commission members, staff liaisons, and Board liaisons. 

 

It is expected that the County Board will adopt revised charters for all commissions in July, 

2014.  In addition to including any updates relevant to each commission, the revised charters will 

also follow a consistent format.  Staff submitted suggested revisions to the UFC charter that were 

approved at the commission’s February 27, 2014 meeting. 

 

Commission members discussed compliance with legal requirements for publicly posting 

announcements and summaries of meetings that are attended by three or more commission 

members.  In addition to regularly scheduled UFC meetings, this requirement may also apply to 

gatherings associated with the Tree Canopy Fund Grant Program and Tree Distribution Program, 

both of which are typically attended by three or more UFC members. 
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2014 Arbor Day Ceremony 
 

Jamie Bartalon announced that this year’s Arbor Day Ceremony will be held on April 24, 2 pm, 

at Barcroft Elementary School, 625 South Wakefield Street. 

 

During the ceremony, UFC Chair, Dean Amel, and DPR Director, Jane Rudolph, will accept 

Arlington’s 18th Tree City USA Award from Jim McGlone (VDOF).  All commission members 

are invited to attend. 

 

County Board member, Walter Tejada, will read Arlington’s 2014 Arbor Day Proclamation on 

behalf of County Board Chairman, Jay Fisette.  Jim Meikle (APS) reported that School Board 

Chair, Abby Raphael, will attend.  School Board member, Noah Simon, and APS 

Superintendent, Dr. Patrick Murphy will also attend the ceremony. 

 

 

Casey Trees Planting Projects in Arlington 

 

Vincent Verweij (DPR) reported that he is applying to have Casey Trees sponsor two tree 

planting projects on Arlington County property.  Until recently, all Casey Tree activities have 

been restricted to projects in the District of Columbia.  However, Casey Trees has now expanded 

their outreach and tree planting efforts to include projects in the general Washington 

metropolitan area.  Casey Trees has recently sponsored tree planting projects at Joint Base Fort 

Myer – Henderson Hall, in the cities of Alexandria and Falls Church, and in Montgomery 

County, Maryland. 

 

One potential project is to plant European hornbeams in Bluemont Park behind the sidewalk that 

runs along North Manchester Street.  If the project is accepted by Casey Trees, it is anticipated 

that planting will occur in fall 2014, or spring 2015. 

 

The other potential project is to incorporate tree planting into the design of a meditation garden 

in Butler Holmes Park, located in the Penrose area.  Vincent Verweij is working with a 

Landscape Architect from DPR’s Park Design and Development Division on a design for this 

project. 

 

Mr. Verweij asked UFC members to suggest other locations for potential Casey Trees planting 

projects.  Projects can be located on public or private property.  Applications for projects are 

available on the Casey Trees website (www.caseytrees.org).  

 

Nora Palmatier noted that Jim Woodward (from Casey Trees) taught the session on tree planting 

at the Tree Stewards class.  He is also in the process of developing a tree planting manual. 

 

Jim Meikle (APS) offered to serve as a “clearing house” for any tree planting requests developed 

by school principals.  He will then communicate any requests to Mr. Verweij. 

 

Caroline Haynes suggested including a link to the Casey Trees website on Arlington County’s 

website…perhaps under “Environment”. 
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Approval of Minutes 
Minutes from the February 27, 2014 UFC meeting were approved. 

 

 

Staff Reports 

 

• Jamie Bartalon announced that Phoenix Bikes and Arlington County are no longer 

considering locating a new Phoenix Bikes facility adjacent to the W&OD Trail near the 

intersection of South Four Mile Run Drive and South Walter Reed Drive.  Opposition by 

some adjacent neighbors and concerns regarding impacts to the existing wooded area 

(including input from the UFC) influenced the decision to remove this site from 

consideration.  At this time, the preferred site for constructing a new Phoenix Bike 

facility is at or near the existing facility site in Barcroft Park.  Community outreach on 

use of the preferred site (or others, yet to be identified) will occur after preliminary site 

assessments have been performed. 

 

Nora Palmatier noted that an invasive plant removal effort is being planned for the 

wooded site at South Four Mile Run Drive and South Walter Reed Drive.  Caroline 

Haynes is investigating the process needed to officially name the parcel as a “Woods”.  

The property is owned by Arlington County, but not designated as a County park. 

 

• Jamie Bartalon announced that this year’s Notable Tree awards will be presented near the 

beginning of the County Board’s recessed meeting on April 22.  The meeting begins at 3 

pm.  A total of 18 trees will receive Notable Tree status.  Caroline Haynes added that the 

Bill Thomas Outstanding Park Service Volunteer Awards will also be presented at the 

April 22, County Board meeting at approximately 6:30 pm.  Arlington Regional Master 

Naturalists will receive this year’s volunteer group award. 

 

• Ms. Rachel Jackson has been hired to fill DPR’s vacant Urban Forester position.  Ms. 

Jackson recently worked as an arborist in London, England, and is currently employed as 

an arborist in New York City.  She will begin work for Arlington County on June 2. 

 

• Vincent Verweij reported that he attended the March 15, County Board meeting to 

answer questions related to tree preservation and removal associated with the Ashlawn 

Elementary School Use Permit Amendment.  Much of the Board discussion focused on 

the inclusion of a ramp that would run from North Manchester Street to the school.  Jim 

Meikle (APS) noted that the ramp needs to include switchbacks in order to be ADA 

compliant.  Caroline Haynes reported that questions regarding a ramp were also 

discussed by the Park and Recreation Commission, including whether it would be 

feasible to install something similar to a nature trail with a boardwalk in order to 

minimize impacts.  The County Board approved the Use Permit Amendment with minor 

modifications. 

 

• Vincent Verweij reported that DES is in the process of updating the Chesapeake 

Preservation Ordinance Guidance Manual.  He has recommended modifying tree planting 
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requirements to increase species diversity by permitting a maximum of two trees of the 

same species to be planted on projects where fewer than ten trees must be planted.  He 

has also updated the list of acceptable tree species, replacing pagoda tree with hop 

hornbeam. 

 

 

Commission Member Reports 

 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – No report.  The March NRJAG meeting was 

cancelled due to snow. 

 

Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes reported that the Park and Recreation 

Commission received a presentation from the Lee Highway Presidents’ Breakfast (LHPB) group.  

The group has representation from 14 civic associations along the Lee Highway corridor.  They 

are working to help establish a joint community vision for future development along Lee 

Highway. 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris’ Planning Activities Report is attached. 

 

 

Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) – No report. The PFRC did not meet in March. 

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) – Alex Sanders’ Environment 

and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) report is attached. 

 

Champion Trees Committee – No report. 

 

Tree Stewards – Nora Palmatier’s Tree Steward report is attached.  Dean Amel added that the 

Arlington Home Show and Garden Expo on March 8, was very well attended and tree-related 

information was distributed to many attendees.  Nora Palmatier suggested that it would be good 

if the Tree Stewards/UFC table could be located next to the Arlington Regional Master 

Naturalists and DES tables next year. 

 

Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier’s Tree Canopy Fund Report is attached. 

  

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) – Elizabeth Rives’ Neighborhood 

Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) report is attached. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Jim McGlone’s Northern Virginia Urban 

Forestry Roundtable report is attached. 

  

Virginia Department of Forestry – No report. 

 

Arlington Public Schools (APS) – Jim Meikle reported that outreach to the community on the 

Claremont Elementary School/Barcroft Park Magnolia Bog stormwater run-off mitigation 
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project has begun.  A meeting is scheduled with the Claremont Elementary School PTA on April 

1, at 7:30 pm.  Mr. Meikle shared a copy of a letter that was sent to Claremont neighbors, 

describing the project and announcing the April 1 meeting. 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) – Kirsten Buhls’ VCE report is attached. 

 

 

New Business 

 

• Steve Campbell reported that he attended a public meeting on the Courthouse Square 

planning and design process.  He expressed concern about comments that the Mothers’ 

Tree and Soldiers’ Tree may not be considered worth the effort to preserve.  One citizen 

cited an arborist’s report.  Some at the public meeting suggested that, while the trees may 

be removed, other, more traditional monuments might be appropriate replacements.  

Vincent Verweij noted that the Mothers’ Tree is in declining condition, but the Soldiers’ 

Tree is in good health. 
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Attachments to March 27, 2014 Urban Forestry Commission Meeting Summary: 
 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris 
 

In their March public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended approval of 2401 Wilson 

Blvd, an 8 story hotel with ground floor retail fronting Wilson Blvd. and 4 single family 

residents facing Lyon Village.  The PC also heard two informational items, one on the 

Stormwater Management Ordinance and the other on the County's In-Building Wireless 

Communication System.  The PC also recommended approval of the Request to Advertise the 

Principles and Policies for the Rosslyn Sector Plan Addendum.   

 

On SWM, Jason Papacosma confirmed that trees would be recognized for their contribution to 

SWM and included in the County's SWM Master Plan Update.  The UFC will need to follow up 

on the SWM Master Plan Update. 

The 2401 Wilson Blvd. hotel development will have extensive canopy tree plantings along the 

curbside and within the single family lots.  The Arlington Fire Department will not allow a 

canopy tree to be planted in the cul-de-sac turnaround island, unfortunately.  

The Long Range Planning Committee is meeting March 27 to discuss the Principles and Policies 

for the Rosslyn Sector Plan Addendum.  Staff continues to evolve the document with comments 

from the community. 

   

The SPRC continues to review The Gables, a multi-level residential project along Rt. 50 in 

Radnor Ft. Myers community.  The project is evolving with more green space in order to 

preserve several existing mature trees.  SPRC also is reviewing The Key Boulevard Apartments 

in Rosslyn near Wilson School.  The proposal is to tear down the existing 3 story garden 

apartments and construct a 6 story residential building.  Proposed development requests a 

modification of the zone requirements to increase the lot coverage from the zoning limit of 56% 

in the RA6-15 zone to 68% lot coverage.  No discussion of open space in the SPRC has occurred 

yet. 

 

On the APS facility expansions, PC supported the proposal to send a letter to the CB raising 

concerns about the need for a minimal building footprint as one of several options for the PFRC 

to consider.  Will share the final letter when it is signed by the Chair. 

 

Steve Campbell and I attended the Courthouse Square Workshop, March 25.  Several groups 

tasked with brainstorming ideas for the open space expressed the need to support the memorials 

on the site, but not necessarily the memorial trees.  Groups cited the Urban Forester's assessment 

of the trees and concluded that the trees were not worth saving.  Both Steve and I feel otherwise.  

A blank slate is easier to redevelop, of course.  But, memorial trees tell a narrative and convey 

history.  Maintenance care and TLC is what is needed.  And, these trees can be integrated into 

the plaza designs if there is a desire to do so.   If UFC feels these trees are worth saving, the 

commission will need to speak up soon.  There will be another workshop held on April 23. 
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Environment and Energy Conservation Commission – Alex Sanders 

 

E2C2 met with Jay Fisette and discussed matters such as the Community Energy Plan.  We 

discussed the commission charter revisions and introduced two new members to the team. 

 

 

Tree Stewards – Nora Palmatier 

 

The March 8 Home Show was incredibly successful! We recorded more than 150 people with 

whom we conversed at the booth, and there were many more who simply picked up materials 

while the person staffing was involved with others. Those staffing were UFC members Dean, 

Mikaila, and Nora. TS staffing were Lynn Koch and John Wingard and this was one of the few 

events I’ve staffed where we could have used more of us answering questions because people 

were waiting to ask…  

 

The canopy coverage map was a big draw as was the How to Kill a Tree poster, but what got 

lots of attention was the sign “FREE TREES:  Ask Us How” .  Elenor had given us ½ sheet 

handouts of the Tree Canopy Fund and all 50 were taken.  We collected email addresses to 

notify as well. I had long discussion with numerous people about getting their condo or 

neighborhood to apply.     

 

Our other goal was to contact vendors who might have an impact on tree loss, and TS John 

Wingard did this.  Below is his report:  

 

I tried to pass out the two hand outs (Prevent Tree Damage/Treating Trees Damaged by 

Construction) and our TS card to any vendor who I thought might displace or interfere 

with trees.  That included large scale landscape/hardscape designers, deck builders, 

remodelers who did additions, etc. It did not include window replacement firms, purely 

interior remodelers, interior designers, roofing contractors, etc. It even included a 

couple of realty firms who might be buying for investors or other clients who might 

rebuild. Generally, I just introduced myself and our organization, indicated our interest 

in preserving trees during construction, and handed out the pamphlets generally saying 

something like, "You or your firm may know all this already, but we'd like you to have 

these handouts which describe best practices in avoiding and/or treating damage to trees 

during construction."  No one refused them, some asked questions about TS and our 

work, most just said thanks and indicated they would take a look. These were just 

polite, fairly brief,  not deep conversations. A guestimate for this number is at least 9.  

Some vendors had two people listening, other had one; average 1.5. 

  

In addition to the above, I did specifically ask builders who indicated they do new 

construction if they had did projects with two houses or more and, if so, had they ever 
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heard of the Unified Residential Development  procedure? Most had not, and I tried to 

explain the process, and the idea of a less time-consuming, less cumbersome process for 

smaller projects, e.g., 5 units. There were about 9 of these conversations also, of varying 

substance. Average again would be 1.5 people each. 4 of these conversations were with 

the head (in one case a senior manager) of the firm and were serious enough that I was 

given or asked for the builder's card for future reference. All were supportive of the idea 

in general. A couple with actual experience with URD's deplored the process for small 

projects. I expect to re-contact some or all of these 4 to solicit more specific comment 

on what specific changes might be proposed.  

 

We should definitely repeat this outreach at next year’s Home Show as it is the right 

audience.  The one change I suggest is making sure we get information about the TCF 

and Tree Distribution up on the web before the show – it comes earlier than is usually 

done, but would be worth the effort. 

 

Since TS got funding from the TCF to purchase the education materials for this event, 

this email is also intended to be our report to the Urban Forestry Commission.  Now 

that we’ve got such good material, let me know if you’d like to use it for your own 

neighborhood meeting. 

 

Additional news from Tree Stewards… 

 

1. Now that the land at WR & WOD is no longer under consideration for tree removal, 

several TS and MN have asked about removing invasive plants for rehabilitation.  

We’re meeting with Sarah Archer of RIP this week to review strategies – should we 

start referring to this as Sweetgum, Gumball or Liquidamber Forest in honor of the 

species prevalence? 

 

2. We’re almost done surveying every tree grate in the Rosslyn-Va Square Corridor and 

are amazed at the diversity of planting sites.  Good news is that the newer the buildings, 

the larger the tree pit soil – bad news is how the nasty old ways are still there, soil 

compaction happens if there are no grates, and more than 1/2 are touching or 

overgrown.  Final Excel spreadsheet should go to Vincent by end of week.   

 

3. TS Graduation is April 15, 7 -9 PM at Wakefield HS – potluck celebration. Please come 

and meet the new TS.  
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Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier 

 

1. Education session for grantees is May 5 at Central Library this year so maybe 

attendance will increase.  Who from UFC wants to assist applicants this year?  Deadline 

is June 20. 

 

2. Spring planting of remaining 30 coming soon. I heard from Davey Tree that the first 

shipment of white oaks didn’t meet their quality standard so awaiting new shipment – 

nice to hear.   

 

3. ACE has its web site updated with links to county tree distributions. 

 

4. Bad news from Eric Wiseman at VT that no graduate student is taking on the evaluation 

this spring.  Anyone have leads to other graduate programs? 

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee – Elizabeth Rives 

 

The Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee met on March 13 and received a 

presentation from Bo Bloomer, DES Deputy Director for Facilities and Engineering. Prior to 

that, however, the Committee approved by acclamation a memorial plaque for John Bottum. 

For those of you who didn't know John, he was a wonderful, involved, engaged, passionate, 

gracious Cooperative Extension leader, master gardener, and tree steward for many years. I 

know many of you attended the tree dedication for him at Bon Air Gardens where a 

Yellowwood was planted in his memory. The plaque will be erected nearby the 

commemorative tree. 

 

Mr. Bloomer was patient and good-natured with the barrage of questions NCAC reps asked. 

Many reps expressed frustration at not knowing who does what within the department, and 

asked for an org chart specifying staff roles and giving contact information. Mr. Bloomer said 

he would happily provide that. He did his best to outline the many facets and roles of the 

Facilities & Engineering department, and assured the reps that he shared their frustrations with 

trying to reach the right person within the maze that is DES. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Jim McGlone 
 

The Northern Virginia Urban Forest Roundtable will meet on May 22 at the Loudoun Campus of 

NVCC.  The working title for the meeting is “i-Tree: What it is and What it Can Do for You and 

Your Urban Forest.” 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension – Kirsten Buhls 
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VCE MG will be representing our Tried and True Native plants resource files ( Go to 

http://mgnv.org  and click Tried and True) at the Grow NoVA Natives workshop at Fairlington 

that is being hosted by VCE and organized by Virginia Regional 

Commission. http://www.novaregion.org/index.aspx?nid=1308   

 

I will be representing Arlington County and Virginia Cooperative Extension at the ISA- Middle 

Atlantic Chapter Tree Climbing Championships on Saturday May 5th from 9-3.  Should be an 

interesting and fun day.   http://www.mac-

isa.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8&Itemid=118    Any UFC members 

who would like to help 'staff' a table are invited to contact me at 703 228 6423 or 703 539 9855 

 

"Arbor Day at Virginia Cooperative Extension" will provide visitors with free trees provided by 

Bartlett Tree Expert at an Arbor Day event at Fairlington Community Center.  Information about 

tree care , planting, and selection will be shared in an open house during the morning hours of 

the Horticulture Help Desk 9am-12pm  April 25.   

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension volunteers and Tree Stewards will also be promoting good tree 

care at the Alexandria Earth Day at Ben Brenman Park on Duke Street 10-2 April 26. 

 

In support of the Arlington Tree Canopy Fund program, ACE and Virginia Cooperative 

Extension will be offering a Tree Care and Selection class on May 3rd from 1-3pm at Fairlington 

Community Center.  

 

 

 


