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Draft 
 

Summary of February 27, 2012 Meeting 
2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 

 
Members Present:  Shannon Cunniff, Dean Amel, Scott Bauer, Lisa Larimer, Sarah Meservey, Scott 
Dicke, Claire O’Dea, Bree Raum, Brooks Rainwater, Shannon Siart, Christine Ng  
 
Members Absent:   Mike Hanna, Eric Harold, Alex Sanders, 
 
Guests:  Christine Ng, Kevin Carey 
 
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES), Jeff Harn (DES), Joan Kelsch (DES) 

 
1. Public comment on general topics 

Christine Ng is a new commission member who fills the spot of Lisa Larimer.  Christine has 
been a resident of Arlington for three years after living in California and Massachusetts.  
She is a Manager at ENVIRON in Ballston, and provides environmental consulting services 
to a variety of industrial and legal clients.  Prior to joining ENVIRON, Christine 
received her PhD in Technology, Management, and Policy from MIT.  An environmental 
engineer by training, she brings expertise to the E2C2 in air quality, transportation, 
environmental regulatory analysis, and exposure and risk assessment.  Christine first learned 
about Arlington's advisory groups and commissions through her involvement with the 
Arlington Interfaith Council. 
 
Bree Raum will be leaving the E2C2 to return to school to pursue a master’s degree in 
energy and climate.   
 
Kevin Carey is a previous member of the sports commission and several schools 
committees.  Mr. Carey voiced concern about unemployment in the region. 
 
Mr. Carey asked the County to pursue the 30 hour work week.  He feels that 
underemployment would benefit the country and region more than unemployment.  A few 
benefits include reduced transportation congestion and improved capitalization of 
equipment.  
 
E2C2 thanked Lisa Larimer for her service and input during her time on the E2C2. She has 
been a tremendous advocate for the environment and E2C2 wishes Lisa well on her future 
endeavors.    
 

2. Claremont Magnolia Bog Update 
Jeff Harn gave a brief update on the Claremont Magnolia Bog.  County and Schools staff 
have been meeting and looking at alternative designs.  Over the past several months 
technical analysis has occurred to look at 6 designs to infiltrate onsite or piping runoff to a 
storm outfall on Four Mile Run. 
 
Some additional field work is being performed to provide greater clarity of the project 
condition.  A drill rig took 100 ft. core samples to analyze the soil layers.  The slope 
stability of the site is uncertain and staff is ensuring that landslides do not occur before, 
during, or after site work. 



 

 

 
Dean asked if it was possible to begin infiltration before slope analysis occurs.  Jeff noted 
that staff wants to be absolutely positive that the site is stable before infiltration can occur.  
Mr. Harn also noted that it is difficult to work around the school schedule.  Additional 
updates will be provided to E2C2 as the project moves forward.   

 
3. EA 4.4 Gap Analysis  

The E2C2 reviewed a gap analysis of institutionalized processes.  This staff analysis is 
provided in the chart below.  

 

 
 
Joan Kelsch provided insights into the evolution of the EA 4.4 process.  She noted that the 
process began in the '70s and had roots in the original NEPA reporting.  Until recently the 
EA 4.4 process was more rigorous and difficult.   
 
LEED and other state and federal requirements came along in mid ‘90s and supplanted 
much of the EA process.  Joan noted that the County now has institutionalized processes to 
capture much of what was intended in the original EA 4.4 but some things still fall through 
the cracks, such as natural resources.  E2C2 developed a checklist to help staff complete the 
EA 4.4 process. The checklist streamlined the process and distilled the EA 4.4 process.   
 
Greg Zell has been putting together a separate process to address the gap that’s been 
identified to protect natural resources.  The intent of this process is that any project, 
including curb and gutter, shall be reviewed against the GIS layer. This simple check would 
take just a few minutes and most projects would fall outside of any protected areas.  The 
goal is to make sure that issues such as the Claremont Magnolia Bog don’t occur again.  
These are easily preventable incidents when decision makers have the right information at 
the right time. 
 



 

 

The E2C2 and staff further discussed the gaps of the EA 4.4 process and next steps.  Topics 
discussed include: 

• Benefits to the County 
• What the purpose of the EA 4.4 process is and shall be 
• EA 4.4 inclusion in Permits Plus 
• Alignment of an EA process with the an appropriate CIP weighting process 
• Legal ramifications of not enforcing a County administrative regulation 
• Superseded state and federal requirements 

 
It was decided that this conversation should continue.  Shannon C. noted that the E2C2 
would like to see this topic back on the agenda in a few months.  Shannon C. asked that staff 
to: 

1.  Look at the CIP list and evaluate what projects should require an EA   
2.  Explore Permits Plus as a tool to institutionalize the EA 4.4 process 

 
Scott Dicke will draft language to help articulate what the value add is for the EA 4.4 
process.  He will share that with the Commission when a draft is ready.  
 

4. Approval of Meeting Summary January 23, 2012 
Approved as amended. 
 
5. Old/New Business 
Adam noted that the LEAP program is coming to Arlington.  This program aims to encourage 
homeowners to reduce energy use by 20% or more.  Financial incentives are available on a 
limited basis for interested residents. 
 
Shannon C. gave budget testimony last week. Shannon C. supported Dean’s testimony on behalf 
of the Urban Forestry Commission.    
 
Claire discussed an email that was sent to other commission members.  Clair noted that Yellow 
Pages offers an ‘opt-out’.   She suggested that the County publish an opt-out option in The 
Citizen, on the Fresh AIRE website, and on other social media tools.  She noted that other 
jurisdictions have an opt-in policy which significantly reduces that amount of unused phone 
books.  
 
March 24th screening of Green Fire film. This is the first full-length HD documentary film ever 
made about legendary conservationist Also Leopold. 
 
Dean A – Attended the public schools expansion meeting.  Almost all 18 sites were minimizing 
impact to open space and APS is exploring 3 story buildings. 
 
Urban Forestry met a few times regarding LEAF.  LEAF is the Link to Education and Forestry.     
 


