
 
 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 
Draft 

 
Summary of November 26, 2012  Meeting 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 
 
Members Present:  Shannon Cunniff, Dean Amel, Alex Sanders, Shannon Siart, Scott Dicke, Sarah 
Meservey, Daniel Broder, Mike Hanna 
 
Members Absent:   Claire O’Dea, Eric Harold, Scott Bauer, Christine Ng, Brooks Rainwater (all notified 
the staff they could not attend) 
 
Guests:  Michelle Vigen, Bernie Berne, Larry Finch, Stefanie Pryor, Darcey Cuffman, Nursat Aygen, 
Terri Armao, Maria Pete Durgan, George Straubs 
 
Staff Present:  Joan Kelsch (DES), Ritch Viola (DES), Wayne Wentz (DES) 
 
 
1.  Public comment 

No general public comment. 
 
2.  Washington Boulevard Bike Trail Environmental Assessment update (Ritch Viola, DES) 

Ritch Viola, DES Transportation Planner, originally reported on the bike trail project in April and 
attended this evening to provide an update.  The proposed bike trail project extends along 
Washington Blvd from S. Uhle Street to Columbia Pike.  The trail connects existing trails and other 
bike routes that already exist or are being planned.  The project requires some grading and tree 
removal.  The proposed trail crosses Long Branch and enters Towers Park.  Many adjustments in 
design have been made to protect trees.   
 
Approximately 300 trees are located in the area.  Originally, about 183 trees were proposed for 
removal.  Trail relocation efforts have reduced this number to 127 trees. Twenty-eight (28) trees are 
invasive trees or are dying.   Twelve (12) are large size trees (20 inches or greater in diameter).  
Approximately 184 replacement trees would be planted.  The planting plan will be developed soon.  
Staff will attempt to plant all replacement trees on the site, but some may have to be planted off-site 
in the Penrose neighborhood. 
 
Some elements of the project have been redesigned.  A bridge is now proposed over Long Branch.  
Several alignment changes will avoid significant trees.  Redesign of drainage would lessen tree root 
damage.  Evaluated pervious pavement or decking to reduce tree impacts.  
 
A potential realignment to the east side of Washington Blvd was evaluated.  Easements would be 
needed from Henderson Hall and the Sheraton Hotel.  This alignment would result in narrow trail 
sections.  The bridge and ramp over Second Street would have to be reconfigured and VDOT would 
have to be involved.  Long Branch would be impacted.  Finally, the trail alignment on the east side of 
Washington Blvd would result in an isolated trail with few access points.  A final inventory of trees 
will be completed soon and the final analysis of the east side option will be completed soon.  Given 
the information available, staff does not think the east side option is as viable as the west side 
proposal. 
 
An alternative route on South Courthouse Road was also considered.  The road is narrow and 
shared bike lanes are the only option.   
 



Next steps in the project include completing the environmental review (trees and water quality 
issues) and developing the final design.  Mr. Viola expects the final environmental assessment will 
be delivered to E2C2 in December.  Mr. Viola suggested that E2C2 write a letter to the Board early 
in 2013.  Dean Amel reported that the Urban Forestry Commission is likely to oppose the project due 
to the tree loss.  Eric Harold suggested that the EA include an analysis of the long term viability and 
connection of the proposed trail to existing and planned trails.   
 
The Commission received public comment: 
 
Dr. Berne is concerned about the trees on the west side.  He suspects that no significant trees would 
be impacted on the east side. He would like to see the detailed proposal to determine the exact 
impacts.  He doesn’t think the limited access on the east side is an issue.  He noted that the west 
side proposal only connects to streets in the south.  Riding through Fort Myer is a viable option.  He 
suggests the Second Street bridge is easy to cross on a bicycle.  There is an existing project dealing 
with drainage along Washington Blvd now.  He likes the South Courthouse Road connection.   
 
Stephanie Pryor is a resident of Penrose.  She noted that the intersection of Arlington Blvd and 
Washington Blvd and First Street is dangerous.  She is concerned that bikers won’t ride through that 
intersection.  Most bike riders use the South Courthouse Road on-road bike trail.  The area has lost 
a lot of trees recently because of water main work.  The Mary Marshall Assisted Living facility lost 
trees buffering along Washington Blvd when it was constructed.  Several organizations support 
protecting existing habitat.  She asks if this half mile section is worth it.   
 
Terry Armao is chairman of the environmental committee of the Penrose Civic Association.  She 
showed some photos near Second Street (west side) showing a forested area that serves as urban 
habitat.  It is along the highway.  She said that the noise along the road is loud and she thinks 
bicyclists won’t want to ride along the road.  Mr. Viola noted that there would be a barrier separating 
the trail and the road.  She is concerned about loss of habitat and trees because of the project.  
Noise from the road is loud after trees were removed due to a water main break.  She discussed this 
at the civic association meeting and most people do not like the proposed trail on the west side.   
 
Mr. Viola reported that he has received letters supporting the west side proposed trail. 
 
George Straubs noted that the cost is $1.5 million to complete this project on the west side.  He 
believes the east side would require less work and would have fewer environmental impacts.  He 
would like to know the estimated cost of the project were it to be installed on the east side.   
 
Scott Dicke asked about the bridge and how much impact that would have.  Mr. Viola noted that the 
easements that would be required may be too difficult.  He also noted that the trail on the east side 
would be narrow.  Dean  Amel suspects that habitat would be significantly impacted on the east side. 
 
Maria Pete Durgan said that the noise is greater now that the trees have been removed as part of 
the water main project.  Neighbors will be subjected to noise if more trees are taken down.  She 
noted that the length of the proposed trail section is very short and $1.5 million is a lot to spend for a 
short stretch of trail. 
 
Darcey Cuffman Is concerned about the cost of the trail and the ongoing maintenance costs.  She 
also noted that South Courthouse Road and South Second Road are very narrow and could be 
dangerous to bikes.   
 
Michelle Vigen is concerned that there are many unmet needs in Arlington and spending $1.5 million 
to take down trees and pave it over is not a good use of funds. She suggests putting the trail on 
South Courthouse Road and protecting the existing forest areas.   
 
Terri Armao said she has a petition with 500 signatures opposing the trail on the west side.   
 



Shannon Cunniff assumes we will get the additional environmental information.  Since there is a 
timing limitation, she suggests the Commission develop various written options depending on the 
outcome of the environmental assessment.  Urban Forestry opposes the west side trail.  The Bicycle 
Advisory Committee supports the west side proposal.  There are no data on how many bikers would 
use a new trail.   
 
Mr. Viola clarified that an easement would be needed along the Sheraton Hotel garage.  The stretch 
along the garage would be narrow because the road is close to the garage.  The military properties 
near Henderson Hall and Fort Myer would also have to agree to an easement to make the east side 
work.  He thinks the east side has less function than the west side.  Wayne Wentz added that Fort 
Myer owns the off ramp at the south end of the proposed east side.  Getting access to that land 
would be more difficult as it is Fort property. 
 
The Commission discussed as follows: 
 
Dean Amel outlined the following issues: 
 

 Noise – west side is worst option 
 Trees – Courthouse would be best, east then west 
 Wildlife – Courthouse is best, west fewer impacts than east 
 Water quality – Courthouse is best, west fewer impacts than east 
 Bicycle pedestrian use – west side is best, east side has too many limitations,  

 
Shannon Cunniff believes that the Courthouse Road option has the least environmental impact.  Eric 
Harold noted that this is the “do nothing” option.  He doesn’t believe that the other two options 
provide good bike connection.  He asked what the long term impact of noise would be if trees are 
taken down and then replaced.   
 
The Commission is concerned about the east side proposal and they do not support this option.  The 
Courthouse Road option is not optimal – the road is narrow and there are steep slopes on the road.  
But it has the least environmental impact.  There are no data on the current use of Courthouse Road 
as a bike trail.  The end point on Columbia Pike is quite dangerous.   
 
The west option is noisy and has greater environmental impacts.  The Commission is concerned 
about who would use this trail.  It would link Pentagon City/Crystal City and Clarendon/Ballston.   
 
Shannon Cunniff proposes drafting a letter reflecting the matrix that Dean Amel articulated.  The 
eastern option is not the optimal choice.  Staff has worked hard to address comments from the 
community and investigate alternatives and she would like to commend staff for their work.  Cost 
and safety are not specifically addressed, but the County Board can investigate that with appropriate 
staff.  Alex Sanders noted that the northern connection near Route 50 is hazardous.   
 
Shannon Cunniff offered the Motion:  E2C2 has a preference for Courthouse Road in order to have a 
low cost option with some connectivity (the “do nothing” option).  She would like to credit the good 
work done by staff on the project.  There is a lack of information to show that the use would justify 
the environmental impact.  Increased biking is critical to meeting the Community Energy Plan goals 
and other options should be considered to enhance North/South bicycle commuting needs. The 
motion was seconded and adopted unanimously.  The letter will be drafted after the updated 
environmental assessment is completed.  The letter may be sent before the January meeting if this 
is required.  Dean Amel will draft the initial letter for comment by commissioners.  
 

3. LED Street Lights (Wayne Wentz, DES) 
Wayne Wentz, Chief of Transportation Engineering, reported that Arlington pays the electric bill for 
about 18,000 street lights.  The County owns about 5,000-6,000 lights, mostly the Carlyle streets 
lights and the cobra lights on the traffic signal light poles. Dominion Virginia Power owns and 



maintains the rest.  The cost of lighting has been reduced by about $300,000 per year due to lighting 
efficiency.  (Total electricity cost was $2.2 million).   
 
New lights have been added through the Neighborhood Conservation Program.  Neighbors complain 
about the new LED lights (they are too bright).  Mr. Wentz noted that the old high pressure sodium 
lights would be brighter.  Lights lose effectiveness over time due to dirty globes and aging of the 
bulbs.   
 
Arlington uses parking light optics for street lights.  This isn’t the standard for street lights.  LED 
lights can be shielded on the house side.  Lights can also be dimmed by computer later in the night.  
The County dims the lights throughout the night so that by morning, the lights are about 20% of the 
brightness.   
 
LED lights use significantly less energy (~60% less).  If we took over the Dominion lights, we could 
further cut the County’s electric bill (the County pays a maintenance fee per light now).  By the end 
of 2013, all County lights will be converted to LED.  The County could install electric meters and 
purchase the lights from Dominion in the future. This has been incorporated in future budgets.  LED 
lights last much longer because they are not as hot as high pressure sodium.  LED lights emit a 
white light, not blue.   
 
Shannon asked about the carbon footprint reduction on the street light conversion.  John Morrill may 
have this information.  The lights exceed the County’s expectations in terms of cost savings.  
Savings go into the general fund, but he would like to use the savings to accelerate the pace of 
conversion.     
 
Mr. Wentz would like to remove the colonial style lights on residential neighborhood streets.  Street 
lights can be replaced along with other street projects. 
 
The $300,000 electric bill reduction per year results in a payback of less than 10-12 years.  Mr. 
Wentz will provide the spreadsheet to the Commission.  Lights could be converted faster if money is 
available.   
 
Wayne says that Carlyle is dark sky compliant.  Shaheed in DES Transportation can provide 
documentation on the Hadco Carlyle lights.  
 
The Commission can make a recommendation to replace lights more quickly.   
 

4. Commercial Parking Working Group 
Shannon Cunniff announced that Sarah Meservey has volunteered to represent E2C2 on this 
working group.  Alex Sanders is the alternate.  We have parking minima and E2C2 would like to be 
parking maxima.   
 

5. Bird Collisions with Buildings letter review 
Letter approved as amended.  Claire will get finalized letter to Joan. 
 

6. Approval of meeting summary from October 22, 2012 
 
Park and Recreation Commission is writing a letter on the Parkland and Open Space Acquisition 
Preservation Plan.  Urban Forestry will provide a letter as well.  Both Commissions oppose the 
POSAPP.  Dean Amel will draft a letter for E2C2 and circulate for comment.  The Commission will 
consider the letter at the December 17 meeting. 
 
Meeting summary approved as amended. 
 
 

7. Old/New Business 



Shannon Cunniff reported about electric taxi proposal being presented to the Board on November 
27.  One company responded to request for additional taxi cabs and proposed 40 new electric 
vehicle taxi cabs.  The proposal includes several quick charging stations.  The Transportation 
Commission did not support that proposal. Shannon will comment on behalf of CEAG supporting the 
project.  This proposal is consistent with the CEP goals.  Transportation Commission is concerned 
that the cars are too quiet and thus are dangerous.  Their range is limited which raises concerns that 
the cab will run out of power.  Some concern that 40 electric vehicles can’t offer as much distance as 
gasoline vehicles so the proposal doesn’t meet the needed capacity.   
 
Claire attended the PLACE meeting hosted by Mary Hynes to discuss how PLACE could tie into 
Commissions.   
 
Budget – all departments will be asked to make modest reductions. 
 
Dean reported that UFC talked about the bike trail and Sandy impacts.  There is a meeting on 
December 3 about the Rosslyn Sector Plan.   
 
Dean had an energy audit as part of the LEAP program.  Cynthia Adams can present to E2C2. 
 
On Dec 6, the Northern Virginia Forestry Round Table is meeting.  Items to be discussed the new 
stormwater regulations and impacts on trees.  Larry Finch will send information.  
 
Alex Sanders attended a November 13 meeting on Ballston Pond.  Invasives have been removed 
and will continue in the spring.  The Project is on schedule.  Construction scheduled to begin next 
summer.   
 
Scott Dicke has a Stormwaterwise project in his yard. 
 
Sarah Meservy will report on urban agriculture committee next month. 
 
Mike Hanna reported on the Bicycle Advisory Committee meeting.  33 new bike share stations will 
be  added this year.  They want to expand to the Pentagon and Airport.  He would like to invite staff 
to talk about the long range plan for bikes and trails.   
 
Eric Harold reported via email: 
1.      For all interested parties, all PFRC meeting summaries and documents can be found 

here: 
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Commissions/PublicFacilitiesReviewCommittee
/page86074.aspx 

2.      Ashlawn ES expansion and New ES #1 (at Williamsburg MS site) are the two ongoing 
designs for APS and these are the focus of most of the PFRC energy. There are also 
ongoing meetings for the Long Bridge Park Aquatic center.  

3.      Long Bridge Aquatic Center: 
a.      Preliminary evaluation shows that the facility should achieve LEED Silver 

rating.  
b.      Directive, though, is to focus efforts on energy efficiency rather than higher 

(gold or higher) LEED ratings. 
c.      Meeting summary and preliminary LEED scorecard available at the link above.  

4.      Ashlawn ES (see http://www.apsva.us/Page/18904 for APS Design and Construction 
site with lots of information) 

a.      I’m less informed, as I have tended to miss these meetings more than the New 
ES meetings. This is an expansion to the existing ES.  



b.      Not targeting LEED because of the requirements building additions, but the 
LEED scorecard will be used to guide design. Goal is to build a “high-
performance” building addition. 

c.      Geothermal being explored but there are concerns about site impacts during 
construction.  

d.      Next meeting is tomorrow (11/27) 7:00 to 10:00 at Ashlawn.  I can’t make this 
meeting (out of town).  

5.      New ES #1 at Williamsburg (see http://www.apsva.us/Page/18930 for APS Design and 
Construction site with lots of information) 

a.      Most contentious so far. Strong community opposition to building a new school 
on this site. Traffic concerns are primary reason.  

b.      Most far-reaching in terms of energy concepts, though. APS has committed 
(may be too strong a word) to building a NetZero energy elementary school. APS 
believes they have the budget and have further committed to look for grant 
money to provide additional funding.  

c.      What this means is they are targeting a building that achieves energy use at 25 
EUI (kBTU/sf). For reference, the current average for all APS elementary 
schools is 69 EUI. This will mean extensive use of solar PV, and they are 
building that into any design concepts now. 

d.      They have completed some preliminary very coarse energy modeling using basic 
site massing concepts to help determine suitable building locations on the site. 

e.      Encourage all to review the November 14 APS Presentation from the APS link 
above for an interesting presentation of all the current site concepts and the 
NetZero energy concepts.  

f.       There are strong community preferences for minimizing building footprint and 
preserving as much of the existing open space as possible. Several of the site 
concepts do have the potential to meet this goal.  

6.      Parking is a big discussion/concern at all of these sites, and the APS construction was a 
significant driver for the proposed zoning changes that others on E2C2 are tracking.  

  
Future agenda items: 
 
Admin Reg 4.4 Environmental  Assessments – when E2C2 gets involved 
Invite Greg Emanuel 
Parking working group 
Bike trail 
POSAPP 
 
 
 
 


