
 
 

 
 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 
Draft 

 
Summary of September 24, 2012 Meeting 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 
 
Members Present: Shannon Cunniff, Daniel Broder, Dean Amel, Alex Sanders, Scott Dicke, Christine 
Ng, Mike Hanna, Shannon Siart,  Claire O’Dea, 
Members Absent but accounted for:   Sarah Meservey  

Members Absent:  Scott Bauer, Brooks Rainwater, Eric Harold,
 
Guests:    Larry Finch   
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES), Rich Dooley (DES) 

 

1. Public comment  
Shannon C. commented that Larry Finch is leaving Arlington and moving to Carmel California.  
Shannon and the commission thanked Larry for always being actively engaged, coordinating between 
the commissions, and for being a tireless advocate for the environment. The commission is going to 
miss Larry.  
 

2. Energy Plan Update (Rich Dooley, DES) 
Rich Dooley presented an update on the Community Energy Plan.  Mr. Dooley noted that Arlington 
County has been at the forefront in responding to the challenges and opportunities that energy presents. 
He also noted that Arlington is a national leader in innovative local government planning, sustainability, 
and climate action.  
 
Transit-oriented development around Metro corridors and high quality transit service has been a 
foundational policy for the County for more than 50 years. This foundation led to the County’s current 
General Land Use Plan and the birth of urban villages around each Metro node, followed by a strong 
focus on pedestrian-friendly streetscapes, and implementation of a green building incentive program for 
the private sector. Arlington maintains a rich variety of vibrant businesses, stable neighborhoods, quality 
schools, and received the Environmental Protection Agency’s highest award for “smart growth” in 2002. 
  
“Green buildings,” which incorporate land use, building design, and construction strategies that reduce 
the environmental impacts buildings have on their surroundings, has been a growing trend since the 
1990s. Arlington County government and Arlington developers are leaders when it comes to 
incorporating green building features into a building’s design.  
 
In October 1999, Arlington’s County Board adopted a Pilot Green Building Incentive Program to 
evaluate special exception site plan requests for bonus density and/or height. Numerous builders have 
taken advantage of the incentives offered, providing Arlington residents and tenants with high quality, 
sustainable buildings. The program has been updated over time as green buildings have become more 
the norm than the exception.  
 
In 2007, the County launched the Arlington Initiative to Reduce Emissions (AIRE) program. AIRE was 
created to reduce the carbon footprint of County government operations and to educate businesses and 
residents about improving energy performance while reducing GHG emissions. AIRE set an ambitious 
target to reduce Arlington County government’s carbon emissions by 10% by 2012, compared to 2000 
levels.  
 
The program achieved this target by improving energy efficiency in the County government’s buildings, 
vehicles, and infrastructure; using alternative fuels and green power; increasing recycling; conserving 
and protecting water; and maintaining and enhancing the tree canopy. The success of the AIRE 



 
 

 
 

program has set the basis for expanding ambitious energy targets to other sectors of the community.  
Building upon the successful implementation of land use and transportation planning efforts, green 
building programs and the AIRE program, and in response to the challenge of current and forecasted 
energy issues, the Arlington County Board led by Chairman Jay Fisette launched the Community 
Energy Plan project on January 1, 2010.  
 
The Community Energy and Sustainability (CES) Task Force composed of a wide range of noted 
community leaders, who worked from January 2010 through March 2011 to develop a report that 
recommended a transformative approach to energy use in the community. A comprehensive civic 
engagement process included two Energy Town Hall Meetings and multiple targeted meetings with 
stakeholder groups.  
 
The CES Task Force report compared Arlington’s 2007 average GHG emissions of 13.4 mt 
CO2e/capita/year to neighboring and international jurisdictions emissions in 2008.  Arlington’s per capita 
carbon emissions were comparable to similar American localities, but substantially higher than several 
economically productive jurisdictions around the world. 

 
Christine asked why the Washington D.C. GHG emissions were notably higher than the Arlington 
emissions. Rich noted that D.C. has more industry and older inefficient buildings.  He also noted the 
more energy intensive restaurants, retail, and other sectors occur with higher prevalence in the District..  
 
Scott D. asked about the GHG reductions that will come from transportation, buildings, and why they 
don’t take effect until 2015 or 2017.  Rich noted that as buildings turn over, building code evolves, and 
new buildings come to fruition, these changes will occur and begin the efficiency gains beginning in 
approximately 2015.  Rich also noted the lag between project design, approval, construction, and 
occupancy.  
 
Christine asked about the green building incentive density program and how proposed design efficiency 
percentages will be compared to actual performance. Rich noted that the county is looking at energy 
labeling for the private sector. The first private energy performance label should be installed by the end 
of 2012.   He also noted the importance of energy literacy.   
 
Scott D. asked what needs to change in the relationship between Arlington and the utilities in order for a 
district energy system to be installed.  Rich responded that ½ of the target goal is from building 

efficiency and district energy.  Incentives and joint partnerships are needed in order to create a district 

energy system.  One example is the Crystal City Integrated Energy Master Plan.  This is a joint effort 
with equal funds contributed from Vornado, Washington Gas, Dominion, and Arlington County.  This 
study is exploring many options to implement new systems and achieve deeper efficiency for Crystal 
City.  
 
Shannon C. commented that she was pleased to see Arlington working with adjacent communities.  She 

asked how much progress is being made.  Shannon noted that the last two legislative agenda items took on 

power purchase agreements and other topics relevant to the CEP.  She also noted that the commission 
would like to see more progress at the state level.   
 
County staff continues to work on the implementation plan which should be complete in the coming 
months.  Staff also is working to finalize the Comprehensive Plan elements for adoption by the board.  
 
 

3. PFRC Update – Larry Finch 
Larry Finch reported on a meeting of the Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) devoted to early 
planning of a new elementary school on the grounds of Williamsburg Middle School. The architect for 
the project, in his presentation at the PFRC meeting, described Manassas Park Elementary School, 
which the firm designed a few years ago. That school was built next to a wooded area, with large 



 
 

 
 

windows facing the woods. Nature themes are emphasized throughout the Manassas school: The three 
floors are called Forest Floor, Understory, and Forest Canopy. The wings of the building are named for 
the seasons of the year, and individual classrooms are named for species of native plants or wildlife, 
with scientific as well as common names posted at each room. One of the Manassas teachers said she 
felt as though she was teaching in a children's science museum.  
 
Larry also mentioned some key design features of Manassas Park Elementary. First, the grounds 
include a major bioretention area with sufficient capacity to capture the runoff from major storms. When 

dry, the bioretention area functions as an outdoor classroom. Secondly, the building was designed so that 

energy consumption was low enough so that adding solar capacity could reduce net energy consumption to 

zero. The new school in Arlington apparently will be designed to meet similar energy targets, but the 
budget does not include funds for solar capacity.   
 

4. NRJAG  Migratory Birds and Tall Buildings  
NRJAG has been studying the causes of migratory bird deaths from collisions with tall buildings. 
NRJAG drafted a report that explains some reasons for such collisions, cites examples of programs in 
other cities that have significantly reduced migratory bird deaths, and identifies two measures that 
Arlington could pursue. 
 
The commission discussed both the environmental benefits that could be achieved, in addition to the 
energy benefits for lights being turned off at night.  The commission committed to writing a letter to the 
County board in hopes of spurring new measures to reduce migratory bird collisions with buildings.  
Scott with assistance from Claire shall draft a letter and circulate it to the commission in advance of the 
October 22nd meeting. 

 
5. Approval of Meeting Summaries for July 23, 2012  

Both meeting minutes approved with comments. 
 
6. Old/New Business 

Sarah noted that the Urban Agriculture Task Force is making progress.  They expect to have a plan 
drafted in the next 6 months that shall provide recommendations to the Board on a variety of issues.  
 
Alex attended the bicycle advisory committee meeting.  He noted their interest in E2C2’s perspective on 
the Washington Boulevard Bike Trail.  The commission shall revisit this issue in October and expects to 
make a decision at that point. 
 
Scott D. noted that Caroline Hanes shall take over as the head of NRJAG. 
 
 

 




