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Summary of February 24, 2014 Meeting 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 
 
Members Present:  Shannon Cunniff, Claire O’Dea, Alex Sanders, Eric Harold, Patrick Kenney,  Scott 
Dicke, Mike Hanna, Christine Ng, Sarah Meservey, Tara Zirker 
 
Members Absent:   Gabriel Thoumi 
 
Guests:     Caroline Haynes, Dean Amel, William Johnson, Karen Kumm Morris, Sada Aksartova 
 
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES) 
  
1. Public comment 

Sada Aksartova is a resident of the Boulevard Manor Civic Association and a member of the 
Building Level Planning Committee.   Ms. Aksartova noted agreement with the statements made by 
Mr. Handler and Mr. Deering via email to the Commission.  Ms. Aksartova noted that the process 
was not effective and does not include appropriate levels of public input.  
 
Mr. Johnson noted continued frustration at the process and environmental impacts.  Mr. Johnson 
submitted written comments that noted increased noise, light, traffic, stormwater, ground, and other 
environmental issues.    
 
Karen Kumm Morris brought an issue to the Commission before the 3/11 Board work session. She 
expressed concern that the BLPC and PFRC are two Commissions that are not presented options 
early for APS projects.  Budget and student displacement are two of many issues that APS makes 
decisions on without input.  She noted that she would like to see the “build up, not out” option 
explored further. The County budget process is underway and she noted that the Commission could 
send a message to the Board to ask for dual leveraged APS and ACG funds to meet build up, not 
out, options.    
 
Eric Harold asked for clarification about the build up not out option in the Natural Resource 
Management Plan (NRMP).  Caroline Haynes noted that the first recommendation in the NRMP is to 
eliminate loss of natural spaces.   
 
Scott noted that there is pressure on natural land and open space. Scott asked for input from the 
Commission about specific earmarks in the CIP to include this in the budget brief to the Board. 
 
The Commission discussed pressure and how the County and APS budget could include options 
and be more thoughtful about development.  The Commission discussed the importance of land 
preservation. 
 
Ms. Haynes noted that the request is not for more money, but for an actual detailed evaluation and 
report on the cost to build up, not out.  Shannon C. agreed that building up may cost more but the 
evaluation of options should be a low cost item.  Shannon C. expressed that the Commission 
understands tradeoffs exist between school building, classroom funding, tree preservation, etc.  The 
Commission discussed that the analysis wasn’t expensive and should at the very least be explored. 
 
The Commission discussed a letter to the Board and comments in the Budget testimony.  The 
Commission decided not to write a letter or joint letter at this time.  They will include this in the 
budget testimony to the Board. 
 
Dean Amel noted that the Urban Forestry is urging the County Board to plant smaller caliper trees at 
the Ashlawn site.  He clarified that research shows that larger trees take longer to establish and 
often die at a higher rate.   
 
 



 
2. Jay Fisette Update  

This item was moved to March.    
 

3. Ashlawn Draft Letter Review 
The Commission discussed the draft letter regarding the Ashlawn project. 
 
There was a recognition that APS had to make a tradeoff between various environmental issues.  
APS missed an opportunity to document these tradeoffs, alternatives, and opportunities.  This 
underscores the issue that continues to come up regarding the Environmental Assessment process 
(EA).  The EA only documents the design and doesn’t allow for actual input.  There also is not a 
placeholder when changes occur late in the project process to revise the EA.  The Commission 
noted that it doesn’t have time to delve into the tit for tat issues of specific trees. The Commission is 
not interested in being an arbiter. It does underscore the failure of overall communication between 
APS, the County and residents. 
 
The Commission noted that vague language was not helpful in the revised EA.  Words including but 
not limited to ‘minimize impact, to the maximum extent possible, and hopes to achieve’.  
 
Scott noted that it is important to iterate the importance and value to the County of the EA process.   
 
Mike Hanna noted that he liked the EA at the conceptual level.   
 
The Commission approved the letter with these elements: 

Provide a revised EA if substantial changes occur to the project 
 Provide an EA earlier in the conceptual stage 
 Public still has serious concern about accuracy of EA and trails 
 Commission doesn’t have the time or expertise to be the arbiter 

The Commission feels that APS, County, and residents have a more comprehensive thoughtful 
discussion before the Use Permit is approved. 

 
The Commission discussed the draft letter and the overall intent.  Claire and Sarah noted that 
County staff presented erroneous information to the Board.  The intent of the letter was to correct the 
information and set the record straight for elected officials.   
 
The Commission feels that any decision making should be done with correct and clear information.  
 
A motion was made to write to the County Board emphasizing that decisions should be made with 
correct and accurate information. The letter should correct the misinformation that was previously 
presented at the Board meeting.  It should also note that all but one of the Task Force members 
voted to move forward.  
 
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Shannon is going to modify the letter and send to Adam once final for formatting and Board 
submission. 
 

4. E2C2 Charter Review 
Commission members to send edits to Adam to review.   

 
5. Approval of Meeting Summary – January 2014 

Deferred to March. 
 
6. Old/New Business 

Shannon noted that she will be attending Rooftop Bar and Grill for Green Generation.  She plans to 
advertise Bag It and Tap In. She noted that Tap In will also be at the Green Living Festival at George 
Mason on April 26th.   
 



Tara Zirker noted that the SWC asked for a letter of support to raise the rate from $293.76 to 
$313.80, annually. Over the past 5 years the County has been able to reduce waste disposal fees.  
Even with these changes the County will have lower fees than neighboring jurisdictions.  The 
Commission made a motion and approved a letter to support the changes.  Tara to draft and 
circulate the letter. 
  
Christine Ng noted that the Pedestrian Advisory Committee is interested in focusing effort on 
newspaper boxes.   
 
Scott noted that the SWMP comments were sent to County staff and thanked the Commission for 
their input.   
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