
 Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 
Draft 

 
Summary of March 24, 2014 Meeting 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 
 
Members Present:  Scott Dicke, Gabriel Thoumi, Mike Hanna, Alex Sanders, Tara Zirker, Eric Harold, 
Christine Ng, Sarah Meservey, Eric Schneiter, Terry Whitehead 
 
Members Absent:   Shannon Cunniff, Claire O’Dea, Patrick Kenney 
 
Guests:       
 
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES) 
  
1. Public comment 

None. 
 
2. Jay Fisette Update  

Jay Fisette thanked the Commission for their valuable service and input.  He spent time discussing 
the budget process, capital projects, hydraulic fracturing, zero waste and continued support for 
broad County initiatives.  
 
Mr. Fisette went into detail regarding the budget process. He noted that real estate revenue was 
mixed with residential increasing and commercial revenue fairly flat. He noted that it is a time for 
collaboration and solutions to balance the diverse County priorities.  
 
Mr. Fisette noted that historically the community is split 50/50 between raising the tax rate and 
keeping it the same.  Jay noted that large capital budget cycles for items such as stormwater, 
transportation, roads, public facilities, energy efficiency upgrades, etc. that have longer lives will be 
considered every 2 years.   
 
Two of the main budget priorities are affordable housing and schools.  He noted that few urban 
communities or cities have such tremendously good schools.    We will need to build schools and put 
additions to existing schools. This comes at a cost. 
 
Mr. Fisette also noted the “public land for public good” philosophy.  He noted that an inventory is 
underway of what sites are available and how they may best be used. What the Board is hearing is 
concern over loss of park area and open space.  The inventory will look at libraries, fire stations, 
community centers, schools, etc. 
 
Jay brought up hydraulic fracturing and how the actions in the western part of our state may impact 
our drinking water.  He noted that there are opportunities to sign on to petitions. The concerns are 
about impacts to Arlington’s water quality. No position has been taken yet by the County but this 
Commission could help clarify the County’s position. 
 
Jay also touched on his zero waste initiative.  He noted that he expects an additional cart to be 
included for single family homes to divert yard waste.  He expects food waste will follow in the 
coming years.  

 
Gabriel asked what the Commission could do to support the Board.  Jay expressed that the 
Commission could support the Board by supporting the implementation of the Community Energy 
Plan.  
 
Christine noted that EA reviews include difficult tradeoffs such as tree removal, ADA compliance, 
energy use of new facilities and open space.  She asked Mr. Fisette how the Commission balance 
all of these difficult issues?   
 



Jay noted that Ashlawn is an example of a difficult project.  BLPC , then PFRC – both working and 
balancing the tradeoffs.  Always looking for least environmental impact, however it also has to 
balance the reality of the need for a safe dropoff zone.  A vast majority of parents drop kids by 
vehicles. 
 
What the Commission can do is to provide the Energy and Environment perspective.  The actions it 
has taken to date have been very useful and have spurred discussion amongst the Board members 
and the Community.  
 
Mr. Fisette again thanked the Commission for their continued contribution to make our community 
more sustainable.   
 
 

3. Solid Waste Letter Review 
The Commission discussed the solid waste letter and general points.  Tara agreed to draft the letter.  
There was a motion to approve the general points discussed.  The motion was unanimously 
approved.  
 

4. Budget Letter 
The Commission discussed the draft Budget Letter by Scott Dicke.  The letter iterated points that 
were made at the public hearing to the Board previously.   
 
Commission members will send edits to Adam to incorporate into the final document.   
 
Mike Hanna noted that there is value in keeping the number of requests low.  Sarah M. asked about 
invasive species. 
 
A motion was made to finalize and send the letter prior to the budget vote by the Board. The motion 
was unanimously approved.  

 
5. Approval of Meeting Summary – January and February 2014 

Approved with amendments. 
 
6. Old/New Business 

Christine noted that the Pedestrian Advisory Committee continues to explore newspaper box 
locations.  She also noted that the County has a new webpage for reporting problems. 
 
Mike Hanna noted that the Bike Commission continues to focus on snow removal on bike trails.  The 
Realize Rosslyn process also includes several bike connection areas.   
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