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Urban Forestry Commission 

June 26, 2014 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

Attendance 

Nora Palmatier 

Steve Campbell 

Paul Campanella 

Ed Hilz 

Kelly Criswell 

Janet Nuzum 

Caroline Haynes 

State and County Staff 

Jamie Bartalon, DPR 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

Rachel Jackson, DPR 

Aaron Wohler, DPR 

Scott McPartlin, DPR 

Jim McGlone, VDOF 

 

Guests 

Per Midboe 

 

 

 

Public Comment – There was no public comment.  Rachel Jackson, Arlington’s newest Urban 

Forester, was introduced to the commission. 

 

 

Mosaic Park Design and Construction – Scott McPartlin and Aaron Wohler, DPR 
 

Scott McPartlin (DPR Planner) and Aaron Wohler (DPR Landscape Architect) presented plans 

for the design and construction of major improvements to Mosaic Park.  The park is located in 

the Ballston/Buckingham area, bounded by North Quincy Street, North Pollard Street and 5
th
 

Road North.  A desire to create a park at this location was first mentioned in County planning 

documents in the 1970’s.  A playground and flexible lawn area were installed in 2005.  Plans for 

Phase I of major park improvements are now in the final design/permitting phase.  

Approximately $6.6 million for build-out of the park is being funded by the developer for the 

2008 Founder’s Square Site Plan in exchange for additional density transferred from the park 

area to the west side of North Quincy Street. 

 

Comments previously submitted by the UFC have resulted in plans to incorporate additional tree 

planting in the project.  Community input included the need for a flexible lawn area and a multi-

purpose play area.  The design includes two plaza areas with seating, connected by an interactive 

water feature.  The park will also include a multi-purpose recreation area with a recycled, 

composite surface.  The surface will accommodate heavy use, and the area will meet the 

community’s desire for a space where “fulbito” (a miniature version of soccer) can be played.  A 

separate interactive play area will include sculpted mounds. 

 

Aaron Wohler (DPR Landscape Architect) described some of the park’s design features that 

promote sustainability.  Although some of the hard surfaces necessary to ensure accessibility and 

stay within budget are impermeable, other surfaces and design elements will help mitigate 

stormwater run-off, decrease maintenance costs, and promote the health of trees and other 
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plantings.  “Silva Cells” will be used beneath paved areas to support tree health, and permeable 

synthetic turf will be incorporated in a multi-colored mosaic design within the interactive play 

area. 

 

Portions of the park will include a sand-based passive irrigation system known as the EPIC 

system (Environmental Passive Integrated Chamber).  The system relies on capillary action for 

plants to draw water through a sand substrate.  Water is stored beneath the sand in an 

impermeable liner.  In addition to using 50% to 80% less water for irrigation, the EPIC system 

requires less maintenance than conventional irrigation systems.  Since plants take up only as 

much water as they need, plant selection does not need to be based upon water requirements, and 

plant species diversity can be increased. 

 

Previous comments submitted by the UFC helped to increase the number of trees from 90 that 

were originally proposed, to 154 trees incorporated in the current landscape plan.  The diverse 

planting list includes many shade trees.  Other plantings include shrubs, perennials and grasses.  

Most plants are native to the region, although some cultivars and non-native/non-invasive plants 

are included in the current design. 

 

The design for Mosaic Park is currently in the plan check/approval process.  The County is also 

finalizing the acquisition of a ten-foot wide strip of land from Gold’s Gym that was originally 

part of an access easement.  It is anticipated that the acquisition will be complete in early fall, 

and that construction will begin by early 2015. 

 

Janet Nuzum asked whether trees to be planted in Phase I adjacent to the Gold’s Gym parking lot 

will develop roots beneath the asphalt that will be disturbed when the lot is potentially removed 

in Phase II.  Vincent Verweij and Jim McGlone felt that there would be minimal root growth 

beneath the existing asphalt. 

 

Commission members thanked Mr. McPartlin and Mr. Wohler for their presentation and were 

pleased that additional trees were added to the design. 

 

 

2015 Legislative Priorities 
 

Commission members reviewed their past recommendations for Arlington’s 2014 legislative 

priorities and discussed recommendations for 2015.  Members agreed that follow-up comments 

to their 2014 recommendations on VDOT tree removals/replacements, invasive species 

legislation, and licensing of arborists in Virginia will be included in their recommendations for 

2015. 

 

Although VDOT is working on administrative changes to address tree replacement on their 

projects, the UFC will recommend pursuing a legislative solution if administrative changes don’t 

adequately address the issue.  The UFC will also recommend legislative action to strengthen 

invasive plant regulations being proposed administratively by the Virginia Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services, and legislation to establish procedures for licensing 
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arborists in Virginia.  Nora Palmatier will circulate a draft letter on 2015 legislative priorities for 

commission member input. 

 

 

Update on Emerald Ash Borer – Rachel Jackson 

 

Rachel Jackson (DPR) briefed the UFC on the current distribution of emerald ash borers (EAB), 

their life cycle, and treatment options.  A confirmed EAB-infested tree was recently found in 

Arlington’s Doctor’s Run Park. 

 

Last year Arlington County began treating its largest, highest value ash trees on County property.  

Ash trees less than 15 inches DBH can be treated with a soil drench.  Larger trees must be treated 

via trunk injections in the fall or spring. 

 

Nora Palmatier noted that Tree Stewards are doing a blog on EAB that will include information 

for homeowners.  Jim McGlone reported that there have been some reports of EAB predation.  

The presence of EAB has also been confirmed in the City of Falls Church and Fairfax County. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Minutes for the May 22, UFC meeting were approved. 

 

 

Staff Reports 

 

 Jamie Bartalon announced that the July 24, UFC agenda will include a presentation on 

plans for McKinley Elementary School expansion.  The September 25, agenda will 

include a briefing on the Courthouse Square planning process. 

 

 Vincent Verweij reported that he met with VDOT’s Northern Region Landscape 

Architect and her supervisor to discuss future improvements to VDOT’s tree replacement 

protocol.  Concerns raised by County staff and some residents regarding current VDOT 

practices include: limited replacement of canopy on VDOT projects, limited planting of 

trees native to the area, and inadequate tree protection standards. 

 

VDOT staff were receptive to staff comments, however, any changes will need to be 

approved at the state level.  It is anticipated that a draft revised design document will be 

available for comment in the fall.  Although VDOT may not be able to follow Arlington 

County tree replacement guidelines, they are investigating options to increase tree 

replacements, including the possibility of a “tree banking” system to be used when there 

is not space for an adequate number of replacement trees to be planted on site.  VDOT is 

also considering changing permit requirements to provide more flexibility for volunteer 

groups to install and maintain plantings on VDOT property.  Jim McGlone (VDOF) 

suggested that staff may also want to review current seed mixes specified for VDOT 

projects. 
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 Vincent Verweij announced that Casey Trees has accepted Arlington’s proposal for 

planting 27 trees in Butler Holmes Park.  The planting event is scheduled for December 

6. 

 

 Vincent Verweij reported that recent changes to the medians on Fairfax Drive in the 

Ballston and Virginia Square areas, including tree removals, were the result of a 

landscape redesign by the Ballston BID.  Zelkova and Crapemyrtle trees were removed 

and replaced with Baldcypresses.  Original plans submitted by the Ballston BID included 

only perennial plantings, however, Baldcypress trees were incorporated into the design 

based upon Mr. Verweij’s recommendation.  More trees were installed than were 

removed. 

 

 

Commission Member Reports 

 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes’ Natural Resources Joint 

Advisory Group report is attached. 

 

Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes’ Park and Recreation Commission report 

is attached.  Ms. Haynes also reported that public comment was made at the June 24, Park and 

Recreation Commission meeting opposing the use of County parkland for other purposes.  The 

Park and Recreation Commission will likely be taking an active role in advocating to prevent the 

repurposing of public parkland, and may ask for Urban Forestry Commission support. 

 

Ed Hilz asked whether Jennie Dean Park is on DPR’s list of park Master Plan projects.  Ms. 

Haynes replied that the Master Plan for Jennie Dean Park is contained in the proposed CIP.  She 

added that County-owned properties surrounding Jennie Dean Park are also on the list of 

potential sites for affordable housing, making it important to begin the master planning process 

quickly. 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris’ Planning Activities Report is attached.  Nora 

Palmatier also conveyed information received from Ms. Kumm Morris stating that the recently 

revised Site Plan Review Subcommittee (SPRC) process no longer lists the UFC as a standing 

member.  Changes were made by CPHD as part of their effort to streamline the SPRC process.  

Ms. Kumm Morris has offered to draft a letter requesting inclusion of the UFC as a standing 

member of the SPRC.  The issue will be discussed at the July UFC meeting. 

 

Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) – Ed Hilz’s Public Facilities Review Committee 

report is attached. 

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) – Alex Sander’s Environment 

and Energy Conservation Commission report is attached. 

 

Champion Trees Committee – Vincent Verweij provided a written report (attached) on the 

Champion Tree Program. 
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Tree Stewards – Nora Palmatier’s Tree Steward report is attached.   

 

Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier’s Tree Canopy Fund Report is attached. 

  

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) – In Elizabeth Rives’ absence, Ed 

Hilz provided a written report (attached) on Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee 

activities. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Jim McGlone reported that the May 22, 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable went well.  The roundtable focused on the use of i-

Tree software.  The next roundtable is scheduled for September 5.  The agenda has not yet been 

finalized, but will include discussions on soil profiles and tree health. 

 

Mr. McGlone also announced that the annual tree health care workshop in Waynesboro, Virginia 

is scheduled for September 12. 

  

Virginia Department of Forestry – Jim McGlone reported that work is progressing to 

incorporate state resources into a national Urban Forest Strike Team system.  He also noted that 

Vincent Verweij recently completed Strike Team training. 

 

Mr. McGlone recently attended a meeting of urban foresters and emergency response planners to 

discuss how trees and tree damage can be better incorporated into disaster responses and damage 

assessments.  He noted that localities may qualify for more tree-related FEMA reimbursements 

following disasters if trees are referenced as “infrastructure” in comprehensive planning 

documents.  Ed Hilz noted that the discussion of trees in Arlington’s Stormwater Master Plan, 

and the stormwater mitigation benefits they provide, may help to recognize trees as 

infrastructure. 

 

Mr. McGlone also reported that compliance with recent state requirements for on-site stormwater 

mitigation have resulted in tree removals on some development projects.  Caroline Haynes noted 

that this may be an issue to include in 2015 legislative priorities. 

 

Arlington Public Schools (APS) – Jim Meikle’s Arlington Public Schools report is attached. 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) – No report. 

 

 

New Business 

 

 Steve Campbell noted that space is too limited at the Wilson School site to accommodate 

all proposed uses.  Development of the site will have a large impact on open space.  

Caroline Haynes commented that this further highlights the need to mobilze to preserve 

open space. 



 6 

 

Attachments to June 26, 2014 Urban Forestry Commission Meeting Summary: 

 

 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Committee – Caroline Haynes 

 

Protection of Significant Natural Resources: Arlington County Public Schools representatives 

Scott Prisco, Director of Design and Construction, and Aji Robinson, Project Manager, presented 

on plans for the expansion at McKinley School.  The discussion focused on lessons learned in 

the Ashlawn expansion and how to identify and avoid disturbing significant natural resources 

during these projects.  Representatives from the County (CPHD and DPR) were also invited to 

attend, but staff was instructed not to participate.   

There were significant concerns raised that County staff could and should be doing a better job 

of communicating with APS during the early planning stages of these projects to ensure the 

protection of these resources.  There was also a great deal of frustration expressed toward the 

County in their unwillingness to engage in this process. 

 

 

Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes 

Both County Board members John Vihstadt and Mary Hynes attended the May meeting.   John 

came to introduce himself and meet the members of the PRC and Mary provided background on 

the new commission guidelines. 

The PRC received briefings on three site plans:  Gables and Rolf, PenPlace and 1401 Wilson 

Blvd. 

CIP Briefing:  PRC received a CIP briefing on June 4 (to which UFC members were also invited; 

Steve Campbell and Paul Campanella attended).  Commission members expressed concerns 

including 1) inadequate funding for land acquisition, 2) the sharp reduction in funding for 

implementation of the Four Mile Run master plan, 3) support for planning of Jennie Dean Park, 

and 4) support for the Lubber Run Recreation Center.  The Commission decided to send a 

separate letter on the Public Land for Public Good, which will be finalized at the June 24 PRC 

meeting. 

 Shirlington Crescent-Four Mile Run 

I participated in the “pre-planning” meeting for this effort orchestrated by CPHD.  Funds are 

included in the proposed CIP and planning is slated to begin early in 2015.  Much of the 

discussion focused on the need for significant green space, multimodal transportation, and the 

current land uses in this area (including light industrial) and how that might be redefined going 

forward.  Master planning for Jennie Dean Park is slated to go forward in tandem with this 

planning effort. 
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Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris 
 

Planning Commission June Public Hearing:  

1401 Wilson Boulevard, Rosslyn - Approved unanimously.  Proposed a mixed use project with 

a 29 story office tower, a 32 story residential tower and a community park over a grocery store. 

 Broad community support for the project, a few issues related to the preservation of the skywalk 

system (project rebuilds a skywalk bridge to the east, but ultimately Rosslyn Sector Plan intends 

to dismantle the skywalks).  SPRC review resulted in increased street trees, more canopy in the 

community park and wider sidewalks along Wilson Boulevard.  County Board approved the 

project on 6/14/2014. 

 

 

SPRC Plans under review:   
400 Army Navy Drive - located in Crystal City at the corner of Army Navy Dr. and S. Eads 

Street.  Proposal is for a 20 story Residential development, 458 units, streetscape with closely 

spaced street trees, existing underground garage (retained from existing development) 

encroaches upon the tree pit and root zone area of the street trees.  County Staff should address 

this inadequate amount of soil volume and ensure that under the sidewalk more amended 

soil is provided to ensure that the tree's roots have 750 - 1,000 cubic feet of soil to support 

large canopy trees. 

  
Another issue is how the County is developing the Streetcar maintenance facility across S. Eads 

Street (the teardrop parcel west of the property).  Proposal is the development to  abandon Old 

South Eads Street and redevelop the right-of-way as a 20 foot alley to maximize the teardrop 

parcel for the maintenance facility.  No sidewalk and street trees across from the proposed 

residential development will be possible given this proposal for a 20 foot alley. This reflects the 

County's desire to maximize the area for the maintenance facility.  The lack of sidewalks and 

street trees around the proposed maintenance facility is not consistent with County policy to 

create walkable places.  County Staff should revise their plans for the maintenance facility to 

provide sidewalks and street trees around the parcel.   Will be scheduled before PC in late 

fall. 

 

Gables N. Rolfe Street - located north of Rt. 50 along Rolfe Street, in Fort Meyer Heights 

Special District.  Proposal is for a 12 story and a 8 story residential development, with a 5 story 

County's Transitional Living Facility. Issues have been the amount of mature tree preservation, 

and design of the publicly used park proposed along 14th Street on the northwest  corner of the 

property.  Steve Campell has been attending the SPRC meeting and can offer more insight into 

how the park design and tree preservation is going.  I have recommended that 6 more street trees 

be planted around the site to have more tree canopy and shade closer to the intersections.  Some 

of the tree set backs from the intersections are over 50 feet.  This excessive setback from the 

intersections continues to be an ongoing issue.   Finally, the project backs up to Fairfax Drive 

which functions essentially as a service street with a bike trail and median next to Rt. 50.  The 

proposal appears to recommend columnar evergreen trees such as Red Cedars or Leyland 

Cypress (no species is identified, but the graphics suggest this type of tree).   The tree species 

within the median needs to be in scale with Rt. 50, provide screening for the residential units and 
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shade for the bike trail.  This suggests that the right species needs to be a tall growing, deciduous 

canopy tree not a thin, columnar evergreen that will not provide canopy, shade or adequate 

screening for the residential towers.   A SPRC is being heard tonight, June 26, and another 

SPRC is scheduled for July 17.  Probably will hold a PC public hearing in Sept. 

 

Park Shirlington Apartments - located along 31st St, above Shirlington Village, bordering 

South Farlington and Abingdon School.  Proposal is a rezoning from RA 14-26 to RA 8-18 and a 

site plan that would allow an increase from the existing 294 garden apartments to a 750 unit low 

rise, high density complex.  Significant change in green space character and loss of existing 

trees.  SPRC questions have been raised about significant traffic impacts (all traffic enters and 

exits along 31st Street), loss of green space, and transitional compatibility with Historic 

Farlington Village.  The owner can redevelop By Right and achieve up to 379 units under 

existing zoning, another 68 units.  First SPRC comments seem to suggest lack of support for 

rezoning or at least a revised layout with less units.  Probably with have 4 or 5 more SPRC's 

possibly with a public hearing in Jan. 2015 
 

Crystal City Block M - located in the heart of Crystal City at the corner of 23rd St. and Crystal 

Drive, adjacent to the underground mall.  Proposal calls for a 26 story office tower and a 27 story 

residential tower with ground floor retail and a small plaza along Crystal Drive and small park 

along 23rd Street.  This project has not yet had an SPRC schedule established.  It is being 

processed along with a Block Plan for the entire block with two other property owners, currently 

under review by the Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC).  Staff has raised issues with the 

project's retail locations, size and configuration of open space, and loading access points.   Most 

likely will have SPRC meeting scheduled in the fall with PC hearing 2015.   

 

The Berkeley - located along Four Mile Run, across from the shopping center on S. Glebe Road. 

 Proposal is a rezoning of part of the property from S-3A to Ra 8-18 allowing for a 287 unit 

residential project. Initial project was significantly lacking in tree canopy and recreational 

development for residents.  The next SPRC is scheduled for July 21.  May be heard  before 

the PC in September.  

 

10th Street Flats - located south of 10th Street in Clarendon, at the corner of N. Highland and 

10th Street.  Proposal is for a Unified Commercial Mixed Use Development (UCMUD), not a 

site plan.  Allows for a 5 story building and the redevelopment of the Arlington-Alexandria 

Coalition for the Homeless.  No tree issues.  A good example of street trees closer to the 

intersection, maximizing the tree canopy and shade.  PC's public hearing is schedule for July 

9, followed by the County Board, July 19, 2014. 

 

Other Planning Activity: 
Retail Study - Arlington Economic Development (AED) is preparing an update to the County's 

Retail Action Plan with a public information session sometime next month, in July, Request To 

Advertise in September and County Board approval in October.  The report recommends policies 

that promote and improve retail viability and success.  Street trees are an issue to many retailers 

who view their trees as blocking store signage.  The report recommends that street tree 

placement be administratively reviewed by staff rather than through site plan review, if I 

understand this correctly.  County Staff please, shed some light on the process 
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recommendations for street trees. As I understand it, the administrative review is needed in 

order to allow more flexibility in the location of street trees to ensure that retail signage is not 

blocked.    Currently, street trees march along behind the curb without regard to signage 

locations creating a continuous canopy without gaps.  Concerned with having less street trees 

with wider spacing with staff administered approvals accommodating signage.  Will have 

more information on this by July UFC meeting.  Probably will need to write a letter to County 

Board for October public hearing. 

 

Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study (WRAPS) is underway to develop a concept for this 

strategically located site between Rosslyn and the Courthouse.  APS already has announced their 

intentions to build a high rise urban school on the site.  A walking tour took place last Saturday. 

 I haven't been able to attend these meetings.  Perhaps others can give more information, the 

process is just starting.  Next meetings are scheduled for July 8 and July 23.  

 

Courthouse Square Planning - Two visioning workshops have been held to inform the 

County's redevelopment of the Courthouse Town Square.  Tree preservation issues, the 

character of the public space, activities and the amount of greenery are all in play.  UFC sent a 

letter last month to the County Board on this matter.  Next workshop TBD, most likely in Sept. 

 

Rosslyn Sector Plan Addendum - On going.  County Board approved a Framework Plan in 

May that identified the need for tree lined streets and an improved public realm.   No new 

meetings of the Rosslyn Process Panel are currently planned.  Probably will get active again in 

September.   Rosslyn Process Panel has formed several subcommittees to look at  different 

aspects of the Sector Plan.  Building Height and Urban Form is one subcommittee.  Open Space 

is another.  I have been asked to join the open space subcommittee and will be reporting back to 

you as this group meets.  

 

SPRCWG - this is a PC working group that is proposing revisions to the SPRC process in order 

to be more efficient and achieve better outcomes.  The major recommendations are to allow for a 

pre-application to be reviewed by the SPRC before a formal application has been submitted to 

the County and pre-application projects that are found to be in conformance with master plans 

(not asking for modifications) and County policies will be able to benefit from a 3 month review 

period.  Time is money and these revisions are seen  as an incentive to follow the master plans 

and conform to County policies.    Could be a real benefit to achieve better street tree layouts 

by identifying these issues early on before final engineering and grading plans are submitted. 

UFC will have standing representation on the SPRC committee.  This apparently wasn't always 

the case. June meeting is June 26, conflict with UFC.  Next meetings TBD.  Draft will be 

circulated around the Commissions for comments in fall if not sooner. 

 

 

Public Facilities Review Committee – Ed Hilz 
 

The PFRC met on Wednesday June 18.  This was the PFRC’s final meeting regarding the 

McKinley Elementary School expansion.  The following is a link to the website where you can 

access the Agenda and a Report that was prepared for the June 18 meeting:   

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/ 

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/
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The main issue of the meeting was the addition of onsite parking spaces.  The Zoning Ordinance 

Parking Requirements indicate that 85 on-site/on-street parking spaces are needed.  Currently, 

there are 36 on-site and 26 on-street parking spaces leaving a shortage of 23 parking spaces. The 

Zoinng Ordiance allows the County Board to modify the parking requirements.  There was 

extensive discussion regarding how many additional onsite parking spaces there should be:  26, 

20 or none.  Karen and I emphasized the impact of a parking lot expansion of 26 or 20 space on 

the seven trees nearby.  We made the PFRC aware of UFC’s position on a parking lot expansion 

of 26 spaces, as stated in its May 1 letter.  See attachment.  We stressed the importance of saving 

the seven trees that would be lost if a parking lot expansion of 26 or 20 spaces was implemented. 

 On the other hand, the neighborhood representatives felt strongly that fewer on-site parking 

spaces would impact the availability of on-street parking for their residents.  APS staff also 

supported the 20-space option.  In the end, the PFRC voted to support the addition of a 20-space 

parking lot. 

 

County staff will be reviewing this project in July and August.  The Planning Commission will 

consider this project on Sep 9 and the County Board on Sep 20. 

 

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission – Alex Sanders 

 

A representative from Friends of TJ Park provided public comment about the neighborhood's 

concerns on possible APS plans to construct a new school on the grounds of Thomas Jefferson 

Park.  E2C2 members discussed recent updates from the Council on school siting options and 

agreed to write a letter supporting the exclusion of the forested area of the park from the possible 

sites. 

E2C2 heard the presentation of the EA for the McKinley School addition.  Members inquired 

about topics such as the flexibility to add solar panels in the future, the ability of the planned 

storm water upgrades to handle the existing runoff, and the likelihood of future additions to the 

school.  The planners are advocating for the reduction of onsite parking by 6 spaces, and E2C2 

supports such an approach.  The Commission will write a letter to be finalized in July.    

After hearing a presentation from DPR last month on the replacement of Mosaic Park, E2C2 

finalized and approved a letter to the County Board in support of the Park.  We did, however, 

express concern about the trend within the County to minimize green, natural open space, and we 

urged the Board to prioritize the protection and addition of green, natural open space in 

upcoming projects. 

The WRAPS Working Group began its meetings on Saturday, June 21.  There are many 

competing demands for these sites, including the protection of open space at Rosslyn Highlands 

Park and on APS property behind the Wilson School. 

 

 

Champion Trees Committee – Vincent Verweij (for Dean Amel) 

 

We’ve been measuring quite a few trees when we have time, and here are three updates: 
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 Eastern Redcedar (Juniperus virginiana) at 1718 S Quincy St (Douglas Park) –  7’6” 

CBH,    58’ tall, 35’ x 28’ crown spread. So: 90 + 58 + 8   = 156 score (New county 

champion, superseding the Eastern redcedar at Fort C.F. Smith park) 

 Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) at 5331 32nd ST - 9’ CBH, 157’ tall (at 50’, so 78’),  55’ x 

57’ crown spread. So:  108 + 78 + 14 = 200 score (No champion listed, so this is the 

county champion) 

 Dwarf Hackberry (Celtis tenuifolia) at TJ Park -  3’ CBH, 36’ tall, 39’ x 27’ crown 

spread. So: 36 + 36 + 8     = 80 score (New county Champion, superseding the dwarf 

hackberry at Fort C.F. Smith park) 

 

No new state champions, but one new champion, and two larger county champions. All trees are 

native to Arlington. Yes, including the loblolly pine (I didn’t expect it to be, but it’s in the 

range). 

 

Tree Stewards – Nora Palmatier 

 

TreeStewards are providing education tables at farmers markets now through October – Del 

Ray weekly, Courthouse and Westover monthly.  Tree Walks were held at Bon Air Park for 

continuing education and for the MG event on June 21. We received funding to hold a tree 

distribution in Alexandria this fall for 100 tree saplings!  We intend to copy the success of 

Arlington. 

 

Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier 

 

Tree Canopy Fund received over 300 requests as noted below. Elenor will be sending out 

possible review dates via Doodle in a week. One consideration is there were 4 “winter kill” trees 

not covered by the warranty this year and those owners were already told the trees would be 

replaced this fall.   

 

Applications to the Tree Canopy Fund 

 Condos/Apartments/Other Civic Associations/Individuals Total 

 Trees Groups Trees Groups Individuals Trees Groups 

2012 124 20 214 15 N/A 338 35 

2013 151 17 191 16 1 342 33 

2014 158 18 153 13 6 311 31 

 

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee – Ed Hilz (for Elizabeth Rives) 

 

In Elizabeth’s absence, the following is a report of the June 12 NCAC meeting. 
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This was one of NCAC’s semiannual funding session where the NCAC decides which NC 

projects should be recommended to the County Board for bond funding.  Projects from four NC 

areas were recommended for funding; 

1.  Donaldson Run — Pedestrian safety and street improvements on North Vacation Lane from 

Utah Street to Stuart Street. Cost is $608,749. 

2.  Arlington East Falls Church — Installation of curb, gutter, sidewalk, and street lights on 

North Quintana from Washington Blvd to 19th Street North.  Cost is $756,581. 

3.  Ballston Virgina Square — Improvements to Oakland Park at 3701 Wilson Blvd including 

new site furnishings, pervious paving, wood decking, ornamental plantings and signage.  Cost is 

$798,845 

4.  Fairlington-Shirlington — Installation of erosion control measures and plantings along Lucky 

Run which is located along South Walter Reed Drive from Wakefield to Arlington Mill Drive. 

 Over a 5-year period, remove invasive plants along the stream beds of Lucky Run and Four Mile 

Run from Barcroft Park to Shirlington Road and replace trees that are removed.  Cost is 

$376,000. 

 

 

Arlington Public Schools – Jim Meikle 

 

Two APS Maintenance Staff have graduated as Tree Stewards. 

 

Confirm that APS will be presenting on McKinley project tree impacts at July UFC. (I 

understand they did E2C2 on Monday so you may get a preview from Alex tonight) 

 

I hope you all had the chance to see Alonzo starring in our Magnolia Bog video – if not please go 

to APS home page and click on the Green Scene. 

 

Thanks to Pat Wegeng for his advice and assistance in solving a screening issue we had on the 

West edge of the compound behind our offices. Our neighbors are thrilled. 


