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TO:      Zoning Committee of the Planning Commission 

FROM: Deborah Albert DATE: September 12, 2014 

SUBJECT: ZO Update Phase IIC (short term and accessory use standards; definitions) 
 

Zoning Ordinance Update Phase IIC.  A preliminary draft of the amendments 
included in the final phase of the Zoning Ordinance Update was posted to the project 
web page on Friday, September 5, 2014 (http://projects.arlingtonva.us/zoning-
ordinance-update/).  The goal for the overall Zoning Ordinance Update is to make the 
Ordinance easier to use, understand and administer.  Topics for this final phase include: 

 Introduction of a use classification system 

 Updates to use tables to reconcile them with the new classification system 

 Updates to use standards and development of selected new use standards 

 General updates to definitions and terms. 
 
The agenda for the upcoming ZOCO meeting includes review of amendments 
associated with the last two bullets above:  new use standards, and definitions and 
terms.  Excerpts of the September 5 preliminary draft are posted to the ZOCO web 
page for quick access to these sections of the draft amendments. 
 
Short term use standards.  Explicitly included in the scope of the Zoning Ordinance 
Update, is a task to create use standards for short term uses.  In the past, many have 
questioned the definition of “temporary” uses and the time period during which 
temporary uses may be allowed.  In fact, there are several uses throughout the 
Ordinance that are allowed on a “temporary” basis that include specific time frames.  In 
order to clarify this issue, and because different uses are allowed for different periods 
of time, these standards are proposed as “short term use standards,” and are allowed  
anywhere from one or two days for a fixed number of times per year, to up to three 
years with potential for renewal.  Proposed new and updated short term use standards 
are described below.   
 

 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/zoning-ordinance-update/
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New provisions: 
Construction equipment, fences and offices (12.10.6).  Construction equipment must meet all 
provisions of the zoning ordinance.  Standard site plan conditions allow such equipment to 
violate setback provisions during construction of site plan properties, however, no such 
provisions are provided for by-right development, which may encounter the same issues with 
regard to space on the development site during construction.  Staff is considering amendments 
that would provide the Zoning Administrator with the authority to waive such requirements for 
by-right development.  These provisions are still being drafted, and staff will provide any updates 
at the September 18, 2014 ZOCO meeting. 
  
Indoor events in vacant commercial buildings (12.10.9).  Buildings approved by site plan (or use 
permit) typically include conditions that identify allowed use(s) in the building.  If a different use 
is proposed that is not allowed by the site plan, the property owner must request a change in 
use via a site plan amendment.  The intent of such conditions is to control the uses allowed 
under this special exception development, which allows for more density, height or other 
modifications from by-right requirements.  However, in order to facilitate special events, vitality 
in the County’s commercial corridors, and interim use of vacant properties, special events have 
been allowed in such properties on a short term basis.  If requested use is already allowed by the 
site plan, the temporary use can be allowed with the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy by 
the Zoning Administrator.  However, if the use is not allowed by the site plan (even where 
allowed by-right in the subject zoning district), a site plan amendment is required.  This new 
provision is designed to streamline approval of special events in vacant buildings, and would 
allow the Zoning Administrator to approve short term events for up to 60 consecutive days, one 
time per year (so long as the use is allowed in the subject zoning district).  Some past examples 
include Artomatic, fashion shows, and trunk sales.  The proposed amendment would seek to 
streamline this process in order to encourage use of vacant spaces and/or facilitate special 
events that bring vibrancy to the County’s mixed-use corridors.  Staff proposes that provisions 
for allowing the short term use of vacant buildings (typically, but not limited to, office buildings) 
would be in keeping with the intent of the legislative approval associated with a particular 
building by allowing “other” uses only on a short term basis.   
 
Pop-up parks (12.10.12).  Pop-up parks has been added as proposed new defined term (see 
attached draft).  Provisions would allow for vacant parcels, including unbuilt portions of site 
plans, to be used as parks for an interim use period.  Recent examples include the Central Place 
property and the existing pop-up park on the Korean Embassy property.  Such use would be 
allowed for up to three years under a single short term use permit.  Unlike other proposed short 
term use provisions, pop-up parks would not have a restricted time frame beyond the three 
years, allowing for the possibility of renewal after the initial three year period.   

  
Storage pods (12.10.14).  Storage pods are currently allowed, however, there are no standards 
for such use in the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed amendment would allow storage pods on 
private property, for up to 90 consecutive days, one time per year, to be placed no closer than 
five feet to any lot line, of a maximum size of 8½’(h) x 8½’(w) x 18’(l).  The proposed maximum 
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size limitations are based on typical sizes of such pods available from three different companies, 
and the dimensions required for off-street parking spaces.    
 
Existing (updated) provisions: 
Stands and outdoor displays (12.10.4, 7, 8, 10, 15).  The use limitations for the C-1 district allow 
short term stands for Christmas trees, pumpkins, fireworks, flowers and vegetables for a fixed 
time frame up to one or two times per year.  Additional, the C-1 use limitations allow outdoor 
display and sale of general merchandise in conjunction with established retail businesses up to 
four times per year. By practice stands have been allowed in all commercial/mixed-use and 
industrial districts.  The proposed draft would move this provision from the C-1 district to the 
short term use standards, and allow such stands in the same manner as currently allowed, in all 
C and M districts (except for vegetable stands, for which there is no established time frame in 
the current C-1 use limitations). 

 
Outdoor events (12.10.11)  Like the above uses, outdoor events is currently listed under the C-1 
use limitations, but allowed by practice in C, M and P districts.  Current provisions allow such use 
for activities sponsored by the County, nonprofit organizations and community groups.  The 
proposed draft would move this provision to the short term use standards and eliminate 
restrictions on the types of organizations that may hold such events.  Additional standards are 
proposed in conjunction with outdoor events in order to ensure for adequate parking and 
lighting management and compliance with sign regulations.  Such events would be limited to up 
to ten consecutive days in any six month period. 
 
Public, civic and institutional buildings uses (12.10.13).  Short term use of churches, schools, and 
public buildings and properties, including rental of classrooms, meeting rooms and other indoor 
and outdoor spaces for cultural, educational, recreational or public service purposes, is currently 
allowed in S-3A and P-S districts.  The proposed amendment would allow such use in all zoning 
districts in all public, civic and institutional buildings (as defined by the proposed use 
classification system1).  Additionally, the transitional use table for public districts, includes a short 
term use allowed in publicly-owned structures.   This provision has been moved to the short 
term use standards, and has not been changed.  However, staff is researching the origin of this 
provision for transitional properties and will provide any additional information at the 
September 18, 2014 ZOCO meeting. 

 
Contractors’ storage and staging yards, off-site.  Off-site contractor’s storage and staging yards 
and sales and leasing trailers associated with new construction is listed as an allowed use, 
subject to use permit approval, in all zoning districts, except for public districts, and C-O Crystal 
City, MU-VS, C-TH, and RA7-16 districts.  The use has been moved to the short term use 
standards, and is proposed to be allowed for up to a maximum of three years, or as otherwise 
approved by the County Board, in all zoning districts.  The commercial/mixed-use districts where 

                                                      
1 Use classification for public, civic and institutional uses includes the following sub-categories:  Colleges, Community 
service, day care, government facilities, hospitals, parks and open space, passenger terminals and services, religious 
institutions, schools, social service institutions, and utilities. 
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the use is not currently allowed were not in the pyramid structure of the 1950 Ordinance, and 
thus was previously overlooked.    
 
Permits for short term use.  Short term uses are currently allowed in the same way as permanent 
(long-term) uses, which if the use is permitted by-right, is allowed after the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy.  The proposed amendments would create a new type of permit called a 
“permit for short term use.”  Such permit would be issued administratively by the Zoning 
Administrator for most short term uses, in addition to a certificate of occupancy.  Storage pods 
and vegetable stands would not require a permit for short term use; and off-site contractors’ 
storage and staging yards would continue to be subject to use permit approval by the County 
Board, as it is currently regulated.  
 
Accessory use standards.  A number of accessory uses are allowed by the Zoning Ordinance, 
and listed in the accessory use table for each set of zoning districts (P, R, RA, C, M), however, 
there are no standards or definition in the Zoning Ordinance for what constitutes an accessory 
use.  Development of such standards was explicitly included in the scope of the Zoning 
Ordinance Update.  Proposed standards include: 

 Defining accessory buildings and uses as incidental and subordinate to the principal use 
on the lot; 

 Requiring accessory uses to be associated with a principal use on the same lot; 

 Requiring all accessory uses to meet all placement and dimensional requirements; 

 Requiring accessory uses to be in keeping with the character of the primary use;  

The use classification system will also provide examples of accessory uses typically associated 
with each category of principal uses. 
 
Definitions and terms.  Also explicitly included in the scope of this phase of the update, is a 
review of existing definitions and terms.  The proposed amendments would update a number of 
definitions, as well as add new definitions for commonly used terms that are not currently 
defined.  Other commonly used terms may not be defined, however, may be described in detail 
through the proposed use classification system or other use standards (e.g. retail; civic and 
institutional uses).     
 
Staff, in coordination with the ZOCO chairman, identified definitions with the most substantive 
changes (shown in bold  in the attached table).   The bold definitions in the attached table are 
planned for ZOCO discussion, and at the request of the ZOCO chairman, are formatted below 
such that the existing and proposed definition may be viewed side-by-side.  However, the 
attached excerpt from the preliminary draft of the Zoning Ordinance includes the entire 
definitions Article for your review.  Should you feel that additional term(s) warrant discussion, 
please notify staff so it may be added to the end of the review list.   
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Definitions shown in bold are schedule for discussion at the September 18, 2014 ZOCO meeting 
 

Existing Definition Proposed Definition 

 Abut or abutting:   To physically touch or border upon; or 
to share a common property line or border.  Unless 
otherwise expressly stated, this definition does not include 
lots or parcels on the opposite side of a street. 

 Adjacent.  Physically touching or bordering upon; or sharing 
a common property line or border, and including lots or 
parcels on the opposite side of a street. 

Airport or aircraft landing field.  Any landing area, runway 
or other facility designed, used or intended to be used, 
either publicly or privately, by any person or persons for 
the landing and taking off of aircraft, including all 
necessary taxiways, aircraft storage and tie-down areas, 
hangars and other necessary buildings and open spaces.   

Airport or aircraft landing field.  Any landing area, runway 
or other facility designed, used or intended to be used, 
either publicly or privately, by any person or persons for 
the landing and taking off of aircraft, including passenger 
terminals, and all associated taxiways, aircraft storage and 
tie-down areas, hangars and other necessary buildings 
and open spaces.   

 Adult entertainment. Live performances by topless and/or 
bottomless dancers, strippers or similar entertainers, 
characterized by the display or exposure of anatomical 
areas that are customarily covered in public.   

 Adult use.  1) A use, whether private or open to the public, 
that features adult entertainment; or  2) Any use, which, as 
its primary business, offers for sale any book, publication or 
film that depicts nudity, or sexual conduct or that offers 
sexually-oriented services, including but not limited to bath 
houses, massage parlors, wrestling parlors. 

Alley.  A public thoroughfare less than 30 feet wide.   Alley.  A public thoroughfare less than 30 feet wide that is 
usually used as a secondary means of vehicular access to 
abutting lots and not intended for general traffic 
circulation. 

 Animal care facility.  A place where animals are cared for, 
such as a veterinary care facility or animal grooming facility, 
but not including businesses that meet the definition of 
kennel. 

 Art gallery or studio.  Where objects of art are displayed for 
viewing, created (including the teaching of both painting 
and sculpting, or similar activities), or where said objects of 
art are displayed for sale.   

Bed and breakfast.  A one-family dwelling with five or 
fewer guestrooms available as overnight accommodations 
for compensation to guests for no more than 14 
consecutive days per stay.  A bed and breakfast has no 
cooking facilities for use by the guests and is operated by 
a resident owner.  (See also §12.5.3.)  

Bed and breakfast.  A one-family dwelling containing five 
or fewer guest rooms available for overnight 
accommodations which are rented at a daily rate and 
where meals are served only to guests.  (See also §12.5.3.) 

Board.  The Board of Zoning Appeals.    
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Existing Definition Proposed Definition 

Boarding house.   A building where, for compensation, 
meals or lodging and meals, are provided for three or 
more, but not exceeding nine guests.  Compensation may 
be paid daily, weekly or monthly.   
 
Rooming house.  Any building or portion thereof which 
contains guest rooms which are designed or intended to 
be used, let or hired out for occupancy by, or which are 
occupied by three or more, but not exceeding nine 
individuals for compensation, whether the compensation 
be paid directly or indirectly.  Compensation may be paid 
daily, weekly or monthly. 

Boarding house or rooming house.  A building other than 
a hotel or motel, where for compensation and by 
prearrangement for definite periods, lodging or both 
lodging and meals are provided.  

 Assisted living facility.  A housing development designed for 
limited care and assistance of ambulatory persons, with 
spouses or companions when applicable, but not including 
any facility licensed as a nursing home or health care 
facility by the state. A facility providing assisted living care 
but also licensed by the state as a nursing home or other 
health care facility shall be considered a nursing home 
under the zoning ordinance. 

Buildable area.   The area of a lot within which a structure 
can be placed and remaining after the minimum yard and 
open space requirements of this zoning ordinance have 
been met, less any area needed to meet the minimum 
requirements for streets, sidewalks or other similar public 
improvements.    

Buildable area.   The area of a lot within which a structure 
can be placed and remaining after the minimum yard and 
open space requirements of this zoning ordinance have 
been met. 

 Building code. The Virginia Uniform Statewide Building 
Code, as it may be amended from time to time.  

Building, community.  A building for social, educational 
and recreational activities of a neighborhood or 
community, provided any such use is not operated 
primarily for commercial gain.   

 

 Building official:  The building official for the County, 
appointed by the county manager, pursuant to the Code 
of Virginia, to administer the building code.   

Campground.  Same as "Tourist camp." 
 
Tourist camp.  Land used or intended to be used, let or 
rented for occupancy by campers traveling by automobile 
or otherwise, or for occupancy by or of trailers, tents or 
moveable or temporary dwellings, rooms or sleeping 
quarters of any kind; the parking or supporting by a 
foundation of two or more trailers will be termed a tourist 
camp.   
 
Camp, trailer. Same as "campground."  

Campground.  Land used for occupancy by tents or 
recreational vehicles for temporary or transient living 
purposes. 
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Existing Definition Proposed Definition 

 Caretaker residence.  A dwelling unit used exclusively by 
the owner, manager or operator of a principal permitted 
use that is located on the same lot or parcel as the principal 
use. 

Child care center.  Any facility, but not including family 
day care homes, operated for the purpose of providing 
care, protection, and guidance to a group of children 
separated from their parents or guardians during only 
part of the 24 hour day, and that complies with the 
requirements of Chapter 52 of the Arlington County Code.  
Every child care center shall have a use permit as required 
in §15.5.      

Child care center.  Any facility, but not including family day 
care homes, operated for the purpose of providing care, 
protection, and guidance to a group of children separated 
from their parents or guardians during only part of the 24 
hour day. 

 Circuit court.  The circuit court of Arlington County. 

Clinic, dental.  A dental care facility devoted primarily to 
the diagnosis and treatment of the sick or injured. 

Clinic, medical or dental.  Same as medical or dental 
office. 

 Comprehensive plan.  The Comprehensive Plan of 
Arlington County, Virginia, as it may be amended from 
time to time. 

 Contiguous.   

Convenience service area.  See Error! Reference source 
not found..   

Convenience service area.  See Error! Reference source 
not found..   

Density credit.  An amount of density assigned to a lot or 
site as permitted in Error! Reference source not found..  
Such density credit shall be based on the square footage 
of land area dedicated or conveyed, without other 
compensation, to the County Board for public purposes. 
Such density shall be expressed as a number of sq. ft. of 
land area that may be used to calculate additional gross 
floor area permitted on a lot or site when multiplied by 
the floor area ratio or units per acre permitted by this 
zoning ordinance in the district for the lot or site.   

Density credit.  An amount of density assigned to a lot or 
site as permitted in Error! Reference source not found., 
expressed as a number of square feet of land area that 
may be used to calculate additional gross floor area 
permitted on a lot or site when multiplied by the floor 
area ratio or units per acre permitted by this zoning 
ordinance in the district for the lot or site.   

Development project.  A property that is the subject of 
approval for development. 

Development project.  Property that is the subject of 
approval for development. 

Dormitory.  A residence for groups who are associated 
with an organization such as a school or a university, a 
religious order, a health care program or a nonprofit, 
charitable, benevolent, or governmental agency providing 
shelter for needy persons or persons who are objects of 
the agency's charitable, benevolent, or governmental 
activity, which institution customarily provides housing 
quarters with a single kitchen and living area for the group 
and may include groups residing with one or more 
resident counselor(s) or other staff person(s).  Said 
residence shall not be operated primarily for commercial 
gain.   

Dormitory.  A residence, not operated for commercial 
gain, for groups who are associated with an organization 
such as a school or a university, a religious order, a health 
care program or a nonprofit, charitable, benevolent, 
educational or governmental agency providing shelter for 
needy persons or persons who are recipients of the 
agency's charitable, benevolent, educational or 
governmental activity, which institution customarily 
provides housing quarters with a single kitchen and living 
area for the group and may include groups residing with 
one or more resident counselor(s) or other staff person(s).     
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Existing Definition Proposed Definition 

Dwelling, duplex.  A two-family dwelling with one dwelling 
unit above the other, having a single front entrance or one 
front and one side entrance on the first floor level and all 
exterior characteristics of a one-family dwelling; provided 
an outside, enclosed stairway located parallel and adjacent 
to the rear of the dwelling shall be permitted for direct 
access to the second floor level.   
  

Duplex.  Two attached dwelling units in a single structure 
on a single lot with dwelling units situated either wholly or 
partially over or under the other dwelling unit. The building 
has all exterior characteristics of a one-family attached 
dwelling, having a single front entrance or one front and 
one side entrance on the first floor; provided an outside, 
enclosed stairway located parallel and abutting  the rear of 
the dwelling shall be permitted for direct access to the 
second floor level.   

Dwelling. A building or portion thereof designed 
exclusively for residential occupancy, including one-family, 
two-family and multiple-family dwellings, but not 
including hotels, boarding houses and rooming houses      
 
Dwelling unit.  One or more rooms designed, arranged, 
used or intended for occupancy by one family for living 
purposes and having:  (a) Separate cooking facilities for 
the exclusive use of the occupants; or (b) Any separate 
entrance thereto either by an exterior door serving said 
rooms exclusively or by a common hall, stair or entry way.   

Dwelling or dwelling unit. A building or portion thereof 
designed exclusively for residential occupancy, including  
One-family detached; Semidetached; Duplex; Townhouse; 
Multiple-family building. 

Dwelling, one-family or single-family.  A detached building 
designed exclusively for occupancy by one family.  

One-family detached.  A residential building containing one 
dwelling unit designed for one family and located on a 
single lot with private yards on all four sides.   

Dwelling, two-family. A building designed exclusively for 
occupancy by two families living independently of each 
other, including a duplex or a semidetached dwelling. 

Dwelling, two-family.  Two-family dwelling includes 
semidetached and duplex dwellings. 

Apartment.  Same as "dwelling unit."  Apartment.  A room or group of rooms used as a dwelling 
unit for one family, with facilities for preparing food 
therein.  See also "dwelling unit." 

Educational institution.  A college or university giving 
general academic instruction equivalent to the standards 
prescribed by the state board of education.   
 
School of higher instruction.  A college or university giving 
general academic instructions according to standards 
equivalent to those prescribed by the State Board of 
Education of the State of Virginia.  See "educational 
institution." 

College and university.  An educational institution or other 
institution of higher learning that offer courses of general 
or specialized study leading to a degree. 

Enclosed.  Any roofed-over structure or attachment to a 
structure is enclosed if sides (other than the side or sides 
where a structure is attached to a main building) are more 
than 40 percent enclosed with any material other than 
customary wire or mesh screening.   

Enclosed.  Any roofed-over structure or attachment to a 
structure with sides enclosed (other than the side or sides 
where a structure is attached to a main building) that are 
more than 40 percent covered by any material other than 
customary wire or mesh screening.   



 

Page 9 of 18 

September 9, 2014 

  

Existing Definition Proposed Definition 

Exterior Features.  shall include the architectural style, 
general design and general arrangement of the entire 
exterior envelope of a building structure, site, or object, 
including the kind and texture of the building material and 
the type and style of all windows, doors, light fixtures, 
signs, and other appurtenant fixtures, and other natural 
features.  In the case of signs, "Exterior Features" shall be 
construed to mean the style, material, size and location of 
all such signs.    

Exterior Features.  Exterior features include the 
architectural style, general design and general 
arrangement of the entire exterior envelope of a building 
structure, site, or object, including the kind and texture of 
the building material and the type and style of all 
windows, doors, light fixtures, signs, and other 
appurtenant fixtures, and other natural features.  In the 
case of signs, "Exterior Features" shall be construed to 
mean the style, material, size and location of all such 
signs.    

Family:  (a) An individual, or two or more persons related 
by blood, marriage or adoption, or under approved foster 
care;  
(b) A group of not more than four persons (including 
servants) whether or not related by blood or marriage 
living together and sharing living areas in a dwelling unit; 
or  
(c) A group of up to eight mentally ill, mentally retarded or 
developmentally disabled persons who are residing with 
one or more resident counselor(s) or other staff person(s) 
in a facility which is licensed by the Department of Mental 
Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  For the purposes of 
this zoning ordinance, mental illness and developmental 
disability shall not include current illegal use of or 
addiction to a controlled substance as defined in Section 
54.1-3401 of the Code of Virginia or its successor.   

Family:  (a) An individual, or two or more persons related 
by blood, marriage or adoption, or under approved foster 
care; 
(b) A group of not more than four persons (including 
servants) whether or not related by blood or marriage 
living together and sharing living areas in a dwelling unit; 
or  
(c) A group of up to eight mentally ill, mentally retarded or 
developmentally disabled persons who are residing with 
one or more resident counselor(s) or other staff person(s) 
in a facility which is licensed by the Department of Mental 
Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  For the purposes of 
this zoning ordinance, mental illness and developmental 
disability shall not include current illegal use of or 
addiction to a controlled substance as defined in Section 
54.1-3401 of the Code of Virginia or its successor.  
(d) A group of up to eight aged, infirm or disabled persons 
who are residing with one or more resident counselor(s) 
or other staff person(s). 

Family day care home.  Any dwelling unit where nine or 
fewer children not related by blood, adoption, or marriage 
to the person who resides in and maintains the home are 
received for care, protection, and guidance during only 
part of the 24 hour day, on a regular basis, for a minimum 
of 10 hours per week, and that complies with the 
requirements of Chapter 59 of the Arlington County Code.  
Every family day care home shall have a certificate of 
occupancy for that property as required in §15.3.   

Family day care home.  Any dwelling unit where nine or 
fewer children not related by blood, adoption, or marriage 
to the person who resides in and maintains the home are 
received for care, protection, and guidance during only 
part of the 24 hour day, on a regular basis, for a minimum 
of 10 hours per week, and that complies with the 
requirements of Chapter 59 of the Arlington County Code.   
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Existing Definition Proposed Definition 

Family/caregiver suite.  Not more than two rooms plus a 
bathroom and "efficiency" kitchen in a dwelling that are 
designed, arranged, used or intended for occupancy by 
either not more than two persons who are related by 
blood or marriage to the principal occupant of the 
dwelling or no more than two persons who may be 
unrelated to the principal occupant of the dwelling, at 
least one of whom provides care for one or more children 
of the principal occupant of the dwelling or care for or 
assistance to one or more elder(s) or person(s) with 
disabilities who are occupant(s) of the main dwelling. The 
suite shall be designed so that it can function as an 
integral part of the dwelling although the occupants may 
live independently of each other. 

Family/caregiver suite.  Not more than two rooms plus a 
bathroom and "efficiency" kitchen in a dwelling that are 
designed, arranged, used or intended for occupancy by 
either not more than two persons who are related by 
blood or marriage to the principal occupant of the 
dwelling or no more than two persons who may be 
unrelated to the principal occupant of the dwelling, at 
least one of whom provides care for one or more children 
of the principal occupant of the dwelling or care for or 
assistance to one or more elder(s) or person(s) with 
disabilities who are occupant(s) of the main dwelling. 

Food catering service.  The activity of providing food or 
beverages or both, along with the necessary accessories 
for serving these products for social, institutional or 
business events at sites off the business establishment's 
premises.  Food or beverages prepared for ordinary meals 
or for individual consumption is not “catering” , and when 
delivered would be a “food delivery service.”    

Food catering service.  The activity of providing food or 
beverages or both, along with the necessary accessories 
for serving these products for social, institutional or 
business events at sites off the business establishment's 
premises.  Food or beverages prepared for ordinary, in-
home meals or for individual, resident or guest 
consumption is not “catering” but when delivered, it is a 
“food delivery service.”    

Food delivery service.  Any establishment which prepares 
food and beverages to fill orders from off the site where 
the order is taken for delivery to off-site locations for 
customers as prepared and delivered.    

Food delivery service.  The preparation of  food and 
beverages to fill orders from off the site where the order 
is taken for delivery to off-site locations for customers as 
prepared and delivered.    

Institutional home.   A place for the care, including day 
care, of dependent children and persons needing 
assistance in the activities of normal daily living because of 
age or disability. 

Group home.  A residential facility in which more than eight 
individuals with mental illness, intellectual disability or 
developmental disability reside, with one or more resident 
counselors or other staff persons; provided that, for 
purposes of this definition and the use of the term within 
the zoning ordinance, “mental illness or developmental 
disability” shall not include current illegal use of or 
addiction to a controlled substance as defined in Va. Code 
§ 54.1-3401; all as provided in Va. Code §15.2-2291.A.  

Guest.  Any non-family member who is invited to occupy a 
dwelling unit or accessory building by the occupying 
family, without compensation, for not more than 30 days 
in any one calendar year.  This definition shall not apply to 
hotel or guest room as defined in this zoning ordinance.   

Guest.  Any non-family member who is invited to occupy a 
dwelling unit or accessory building by the occupying 
family, without compensation, for not more than 30 days 
in any one calendar year.  This definition shall not apply to 
hotel or motel or guest room as defined in this zoning 
ordinance.   
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Existing Definition Proposed Definition 

Guest room.  A room which is designed or intended for 
occupancy by one or more guests, but in which no 
provision is made for cooking, and not including 
dormitories for sleeping purposes.  Each guest room shall 
be not less than 240 sq. ft. Every guest room having direct 
access to a common corridor shall constitute one hotel or 
motel unit.   

Guest room.  A room designed or intended for occupancy 
by one or more guests, whether or not provision is made 
for cooking, and not including rooms that are part of 
dormitories.  Each guest room having its own entrance, or 
direct access to a common corridor, shall constitute one 
hotel or motel unit.   

Historic district.  A landmark, building, structure, property, 
land or area in which historic events occurred or having 
special public value because of notable architecture, 
archaeology, or other features relating to the cultural or 
artistic heritage of the community, and that is included 
within an overlay district as established by ordinance 
adopted by the County Board in accordance with §11.2.  
Such overlay district shall not have boundaries that extend 
farther than the property line of the land pertaining to 
such district.     

Historic district.  A landmark, building, structure, property, 
land or area and that is included within an overlay district 
as established by ordinance adopted by the County Board 
in accordance with §11.2.  Such overlay district shall not 
have boundaries that extend farther than the property 
line of the land pertaining to such district.     

Historic district design guidelines.  Those guidelines 
intended to guide and inform the decisions of the 
Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board with regard 
to alterations to the exterior features of a locally 
designated historic district.   

Historic district design guidelines.  Those guidelines 
adopted by the County Board, pursuant to ____, and 
intended to guide and inform the decisions of the 
Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board with regard 
to alterations to the exterior features of a locally 
designated historic district.   

Historic landmark.  Historic landmarks shall be those 
properties listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register, as 
established by the Virginia Board of Historic Resources, 
and those properties established as such by the County 
Board on its own motion.    

Historic landmark.  Those properties listed on the Virginia 
Landmarks Register, as established by the Virginia Board 
of Historic Resources, and those properties established as 
historic landmarks by the County Board on its own 
motion.    

Home occupation.  An occupation conducted as an 
accessory use in or from a residential dwelling or its 
accessory building by persons whose principal residence is 
on the premises, which has no more effect on adjacent 
property than normal residential use.  Home occupations 
include those uses as permitted and regulated in Error! 
Reference source not found..    

Home occupation.  An accessory use conducted pursuant 
to Error! Reference source not found., in or from a 
residential dwelling or its accessory building by person(s) 
whose principal residence is on the premises..  See also.    
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Hotel.  Any building or group of buildings, containing 10 or 
more guest rooms, and/or dwelling units which are 
intended, used, or designed to be rented, let, or hired out 
for compensation by automobile tourists or other 
transients, whether such compensation be paid directly or 
indirectly.  This shall include motels, motor hotels, tourist 
courts, motor lodges, and the like.  Daily or weekly rental of 
units or any sign on the premises making reference to 
other than monthly rates shall be considered prima facie 
evidence that a building containing 10 or more guest 
rooms and/or dwelling units is a hotel and subject to all 
hotel restrictions and ordinances.   
 
Tourist home.  A dwelling in which room or board or both 
are offered to the traveling public for compensation, with 
on site management, not more than nine rooms in said 
dwelling being used for said purposes, with no individual 
cooking facilities, available to transient guests, in 
contradistinction to a boarding house or rooming house.   

Hotel or motel.  A building designed for transient 
occupancy containing ten or more guest rooms or suites, 
providing living, sleeping and toilet facilities; individual 
cooking facilities, a general kitchen or a common dining 
room may be provided.   

Junk.  Worn-out and discarded material in general that 
may be turned into some use; odds and ends; old iron or 
other metal, glass, paper, cordage, old bathroom fixtures, 
old rubber and old rubber articles, or other waste or 
discarded material which may be treated or prepared so 
as to be useful again in some form; rubbish of any kind, 
including but not limited to old rope, chairs, iron, copper, 
parts of machinery, bottles, paper, rags; and parts of used 
automobiles having only a salvage value.      

Junk.  Worn-out and discarded material in general that 
may be turned into some use; odds and ends; old iron or 
other metal, glass, paper, cordage, old bathroom fixtures, 
old rubber and old rubber articles, or other waste or 
discarded material which may be treated or prepared so 
as to be useful again in some form; rubbish of any kind, 
including but not limited to old rope, chairs, iron, copper, 
parts of machinery, bottles, paper, rags; and parts of used 
automobiles having only a salvage value.      

Kiosk.  A free-standing structure which is:  one-story (no 
more than 10 feet to the eaves); no greater than 150 sq. 
ft. in area; and constructed predominantly of materials 
such as glass, wood, plastic, metal or fabric.  Any area 
occupied by a kiosk shall not be used in the calculation of 
floor area ratio.    

Kiosk.  A free-standing structure which is:  one-story (no 
more than 10 feet to the eaves); no greater than 150 
square feet in area; and constructed predominantly of 
materials such as glass, wood, plastic, metal or fabric.   
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Large-format sales establishment.  A building for which 
one certificate of occupancy is to be sought or issued and 
that either occupies 50,000 square feet or more on any 
one level or provides 200 or more parking spaces 
dedicated to one principal land use.  This definition shall 
include uses where the primary activity is the sale of any 
combination of food, merchandise, and/or personal and 
business services (personal and business services include 
banks, dry cleaners, ticket agencies, hair salons, shoe 
repair, watch repair, photo copying, fitness centers, and 
other uses that are similar in character, as determined by 
the zoning administrator) for use or consumption by a 
purchaser.   A large-format sales establishment shall not 
be deemed to include “vehicle dealership, sales, or rental 
lot” or “vehicle service establishment”. 

Large-format retail establishment.  A building for which 
one certificate of occupancy is to be sought or issued and 
that either occupies 50,000 square feet or more on any 
one level or provides 200 or more parking spaces 
dedicated to one principal land use; including any building 
used for the sale of any combination of food, 
merchandise, and/or personal and business services 
(personal and business services include banks, dry 
cleaning drop-off stations, ticket agencies, hair salons, 
shoe repair, watch repair, photo copying, fitness centers, 
and other uses that are similar in character, as 
determined by the zoning administrator) for use or 
consumption by a purchaser.   A large-format retail sales 
establishment shall not be deemed to include vehicle 
sales, rental, or leasing facilities, vehicle fuel station or 
vehicle service establishment. 

Limited access highway.  A highway especially designed 
for through traffic over which abutters have no easement 
or right of light, air or access to by reason of the fact that 
their property abuts upon such limited access highway.   

Limited access highway.  A highway designed for through 
traffic over which abutters have no easement or right of 
light, air or access to by reason of the fact that their 
property abuts upon such limited access highway.   

 Live Entertainment. Any entertainment involving 
performances, or delivery of entertainment by one or more 
persons, including but not limited to: musical ensembles, 
solo performers, deejays, karaoke, comics/comedians, 
theatrical acts (when performed in a venue other than a 
theater) and dancing. Live entertainment does not include 
piped-in background music, where no “live” person is 
actively involved in the playing of the music.2 

Loading space.   Any off-street place available for the 
loading or unloading of goods, not less than 12 feet wide, 
25 feet long, and having a minimum vertical clearance of 
14 feet, and having direct usable access to a street or 
alley.   

Loading space.  See Error! Reference source not found.   
Any off-street place available for the loading or unloading 
of goods and having direct usable access to a street or 
alley.   

Lot, pipe-stem.  A residential lot that complies with the 
minimum requirements for frontage, lot area, lot width, 
lot depth, and building placement in the zoning and 
subdivision ordinances, and that has a narrower "stem" 
portion, which does not meet the lot width requirement 
but provides the required frontage and access to a 
generally larger and more buildable “pipe” portion of the 
lot.      

Lot, pipe-stem.  A residential lot that has a “pipe” portion, 
which complies with the minimum requirements for 
frontage, lot area, lot width, lot depth, and building 
placement in the zoning and subdivision ordinances, and 
that has a narrower "stem" portion, which does not meet 
the lot width requirement but provides the required 
frontage and access to a generally larger and more 
buildable “pipe” portion of the lot.      

                                                      
2 From November 1, 2010 Zoning Administrator determination: http://building.arlingtonva.us/resource/advice-live-

entertainment/  

http://building.arlingtonva.us/resource/advice-live-entertainment/
http://building.arlingtonva.us/resource/advice-live-entertainment/
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 Mixed use building. A building constructed to 
accommodate more than one use category, such as, but 
not limited to, ground floor retail and upper-story 
residential or office uses, or lower-story hotel and upper-
story residential uses. 

 Membership club or lodge.  Any establishment that is 
organized and operated solely for a social, recreational, 
patriotic or fraternal purpose that is not open to the 
general public, but is open only to the members of the 
organization and their bona fide guests. Membership club 
or lodge does not include adult uses as defined in this 
section. Motel.  Same as hotel or motel. 

Apartment house.  Same as "dwelling, multiple." 
 
Dwelling, multiple-family.  A building or portion thereof, 
designed for occupancy by three or more families living 
independently of each other.   

Multiple-family. A building or portion thereof, designed 
for occupancy by three or more families living 
independently of each other.     

 Nonconformity.  See Error! Reference source not found.. 

 Nursing home.  A facility licensed by the state as a health 
care facility for chronic or convalescent patients or the 
aged or infirm in which three or more unrelated persons 
are received, kept or provided with food, shelter and care, 
for compensation, but not including hospitals, medical 
clinics or similar institutions devoted primarily to the 
diagnosis and treatment of the sick or injured. 

 Office building.  A building designed for or used as the 
offices of professional, commercial, religious, private, 
public or semi-public persons or organizations, and where 
no goods, wares, or merchandise are prepared or sold on 
the premises. 

 Office, government.  Federal, state, or county offices, 
administrative, clerical or public services. 

 Office, medical or dental.  A use providing outpatient 
consultation, diagnosis, therapeutic, preventative, or 
corrective personal treatment services by doctors, 
dentists, or similar practitioners of medical and healing 
arts for humans, licensed for such practice by the state. 
The term includes outpatient clinics and outpatient 
emergency centers, but not overnight care or ambulance 
receiving facilities. 

Outlot.  A unit of land not usable as a building site and 
substandard to the requirements of this zoning ordinance.    

Outlot.  A unit of land not usable as a building site and not 
meeting the requirements of this zoning ordinance.    
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Parking area, private.  An off-street area of land or space 
within a building used for the parking of motor vehicles 
used by persons at a site in order to use the land for the 
purposes for which the parking is provided.  Any parking 
required by this zoning ordinance shall be considered to 
be a private parking area, except that any parking in C or 
M district in excess of that required by this zoning 
ordinance shall be considered to be a public parking area.     

Parking area, private.  An off-street area of land, or space 
within a building, that is used for the parking of motor 
vehicles used by persons at a site in order to use the land 
for the purposes for which the parking is provided.  Any 
parking required by this zoning ordinance shall be 
provided within a private parking area, except that any 
parking in C or M district in excess of that required by this 
zoning ordinance shall be considered to be a public 
parking area.     

Parking area, public.  An open off-street area of land or 
space within a building, other than a private parking area, 
used for the parking of motor vehicles which is available 
for general public use.   

Parking area, public.  An open off-street area of land or 
space within a building, other than a private parking area, 
used for the parking of motor vehicles which is available 
for general public use.   

Parking area, transitional.  An off-street area of land which 
is a transitional site and which is used as a private surface 
parking area but not for the provisions of parking required 
by this zoning ordinance. 

Parking area, transitional.  An off-street area of land which 
is a transitional site and which is used as a private surface 
parking area. 

 Pop-up park.  A short term use of land for open space 
and/or recreational purposes available to access by the 
general public.  See Error! Reference source not found.. 

 Principal office.  A place of work, which is normally 
independent from place of residence, that is routinely 
occupied during scheduled working hours by the 
practitioner, including employees, for the purpose of 
meeting with clients and customers, display of 
merchandise, and sale of goods and services.   

 

Trailer.  A residence, house car, camp car or street car or 
any unit enclosing habitable space, which is or was 
designed to be mobile, which is used, or may be used for 
residential, commercial, hauling or storage purposes or as 
an accessory building, including the following only when 
used for a dwelling:  a travel or recreation trailer of less 
than 30 feet in length and less than eight feet in width, 
including a pickup coach, a utility trailer or tent trailer as is 
commonly used for camping and a mobile trailer which is 
propelled by its own power.   

Recreational vehicle.  A vehicle designed as temporary 
living quarters for recreational, camping or travel use that 
has a body width not less than eight feet and a body length 
of less than 40 feet. Units may have their own power, or be 
designed to be drawn or mounted on an automotive 
vehicle. Recreational vehicle shall include motor homes, 
travel trailers, truck campers, camping trailers, converted 
buses, house boats or other similar units as determined by 
the Administrator. A recreational vehicle may or may not 
include an individual toilet and bath.   

Recycling center.  (a) A place open to the public for the 
drop-off, collection, and interim storage prior to off-site 
processing and recycling of newspapers, corrugated 
papers, glass bottles, metal cans, plastic products, and 
other similar materials, and for associated parking spaces; 
and (b) A place open to the public for the pick-up of leaves, 
wood chips, fill dirt, and other similar materials, and to 
Arlington County agencies for the collection and interim 
storage of these materials.     

Recycling center.  A place open to the public used for the 
processing, collection and transfer of recyclable materials. 
Typical recyclable materials include glass, paper, plastic, 
cans, or other source-separated, nonputrescible materials; 
other recyclable materials may include leaves, wood chips, 
fill dirt, and other similar materials. Remnant.  See "outlot."   
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Restaurant.  Any establishment which provides the sale of 
food and beverages in a state ready for consumption on 
the premises by customers at conventional tables, booths 
or counters within the establishment.    

Restaurant.  An establishment whose principal business is 
the sale of food and/or beverage to customers in a ready to 
consume state, and whose principal method of operation 
includes one or both of the following characteristics: (1) 
Customers, normally provided with an individual menu, are 
served their foods and beverages by a restaurant employee 
at the same table or counter at which food and beverages 
are consumed; and/or (2) A cafeteria-type operation where 
food and beverages generally are provided at a counter 
consumed at a table within the restaurant building.   

Restaurant, drive-through.  Any establishment which is 
constructed to sell, or sells food and beverages to 
customers who are in a motor vehicle. 

Restaurant, drive-through.  Any restaurant  constructed to 
sell, or which sells food and beverages to customers who 
are in a motor vehicle.   See also “restaurant, fast food”. 

Restaurant carry-out.  Any restaurant which provides food 
and beverages primarily for consumption off the 
premises.    

 

 Restaurant/bar.  A full service restaurant with separate bar 
area. Restaurant, fast food.  A restaurant where the 
principal business is the sale of food and/or beverages in a 
ready-to-consume state for consumption and whose 
principal method of operation is characterized by the 
service of food and/or beverages in disposable containers, 
to be consumed either (1) Within the restaurant building; 
(2) Within a motor vehicle on the premises; or (3) Off-
premises as carry-out orders, including through drive-
through facilities. (See also Error! Reference source not 
found.) 

School, elementary, middle and high.  An institution which 
offers instructions in the several branches of learning and 
study required to be taught in the public schools by the 
Education Code of the State of Virginia.     

School, elementary, middle and high.  An institution that 
offers instructions in the several branches of learning and 
study required to be taught in the public schools by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.     

Dwelling, semidetached.  A two-family dwelling with one 
dwelling unit beside the other, separated by a common 
party wall without openings.   
  

Semidetached.  A residential building with two attached 
dwelling units located on two lots that share a common 
wall along the lot line and where each dwelling unit has its 
own external entrance.   

Standing space.  One off-street place no less than nine by 
20 feet with a vertical clearance of not less than seven 
feet for the temporary waiting in line of one automobile 
for service or delivery of goods to the automobile or its 
occupants at another place on the premises.   

Standing space.  See Error! Reference source not found..An 
off-street parking space for the temporary waiting in line 
of one automobile for service or delivery of goods to the 
automobile or its occupants at another place on the 
premises.  

Step-back.  An area of the façade above the first floor, of a 
building or structure that is located a set distance further 
back from the façade or story below it.    

Step-back.  An area of a façade above the first floor of a 
building or structure that is located a set distance further 
back from the façade or story below it.    
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Swimming pools, community-nonprofit.  Swimming pool, 
community-nonprofit, as used in this zoning ordinance 
shall mean an artificial pool of water and may include such 
auxiliary structures as dressing and locker rooms, toilets, 
showers, as well as other areas and enclosures that are 
intended for the use of the members and their guests 
using the pool, but shall not include pools with auxiliary 
structures and equipment at private residences intended 
only for the use of the owner and guests.   

Swimming pool, community.  An artificial pool including  
auxiliary structures as dressing and locker rooms, toilets, 
showers, as well as other areas and enclosures that are 
intended for the use of the members and their guests 
using the pool, and which is operated by a community, 
nonprofit group, but  not including private swimming 
pools.   

Swimming pools, private.  An artificial pool of water 
located on the same lot as a one-family residence and 
intended for private and noncommercial use by persons 
residing therein and their guests only.   

Swimming pool, private.  An artificial pool of water located 
on the same lot as a one-family residence intended only 
for the use of the occupants and guests..   

 Trade or commercial school.  A use providing education or 
training in business, commerce, language, or other similar 
activity or occupational pursuit, that neither meets the 
definition of home occupation, college, university, nor fits 
within the educational institutions use category. 

Dwelling, townhouse. One of a series of three or more 
attached similar dwelling units separated by common 
party walls without openings extending from basement to 
roof.    

Townhouse. One of a series of three or more attached 
similar dwelling units, located on separately-owned lots or 
on a single lot, separated by common party walls without 
openings extending from basement to roof, and where 
each unit has its own external entrance. 

Trailer camp.  Same as "tourist camp."   

 Upholstery shop. A use providing reupholstering or 
upholstery repairs. 

Use.  The purpose for which land or a building is arranged, 
designed or intended, or for which either land or a 
building is or may be occupied or maintained.   

Use or use type.  The purpose or activity for which land, or 
any structure thereon,  is arranged, designed or intended, 
or for which it is occupied or maintained.   

 Use, principal.  The use conducted a primary activity upon 
the lot on which it is located. 

 Use, short term.  A use established for a fixed period of 
time with the intent to discontinue the use upon the 
expiration of the time. 

Transitional use.  A use permitted on any transitional site 
under the regulations for the district but not permitted 
elsewhere in the district except on transitional sites, and 
subject to all other regulations for the district.   

Use, transitional.  A use permitted only on a transitional 
site under the regulations for the district and not 
permitted elsewhere in the district except on transitional 
sites, and subject to all other regulations for the district.   

Vehicle dealership, sales or rental lot.  Any land or building 
where two or more vehicles of any kind that are in 
operating condition are:  (a) offered for sale or rent; (b) 
displayed for sale or rent; or (c) stored prior to sale or rent.  

Vehicle sales, rental or leasing facility    A facility for the 
sale, rental or display prior to sale or rental of two or more 
automobiles, noncommercial trucks, motorcycles, 
recreational vehicles, or boats, including incidental storage, 
maintenance, and servicing. Typical uses include new and 
used car dealerships, motorcycle dealerships, and boat, 
trailer, or recreational vehicle dealerships. 
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 Vehicle fuel station.  An establishment providing retail sales 
of vehicle fuels, which may also provide such services as 
lubrication, oil and tire changes, and minor repairs. 

 Veterinary clinic.  A place where animals are provided with 
preventative care and/or treated for illness or disease, that 
does not meet the definition of kennel. 

Junkyard.  Any land or open structure used for the 
collection, keeping, storage or abandonment of junk, or 
inoperative vehicles, whether or not the items are 
available for sale or trade.   
 
Automotive wrecking.  The dismantling or wrecking of 
used vehicles or trailers, or the storage, sale or dumping 
of dismantled, partially dismantled, obsolete or wrecked 
vehicles or their parts, used for the collection, keeping, 
storage or abandonment of junk, or inoperative vehicles, 
whether or not the items are available for sale or trade.   

Wrecking or salvage yard.  The dismantling or wrecking of 
used vehicles or trailers, or the storage, sale or dumping 
of junk and/or dismantled, partially dismantled, obsolete 
or wrecked vehicles or their parts, .   

   
Sign-Related Terms Defined 
  

Institutional use.  A school (non-profit), house of worship, 
community center, hospital, institutional home, or other 
public or semi-public use.   

Deleted (replaced with use classification) for public, civic 
and institutional uses. 

 
 
 

 


