
 Environment and Energy Conservation Commission 
Draft 

 
Summary of September 22, 2014 Meeting 

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Azalea Conference Room 
 
Members Present:  Scott Dicke, Claire O’Dea, Mike Hanna, Sarah Meservey, Christine Ng, Terry 
Whitehead, Patrick Kenney, Alex Sanders, Shannon Cunniff   
 
Members Absent: Gabriel Thoumi, Eric Schneiter, Tara Zirker, 
 
Guests: Bernie Bern, Chris Somers (DES), Andrew D'huyvetter (CPHD), Joan Kelsch (DES), Scott 
Bauer, Kate Marshall  
 
Staff Present:  Adam Segel-Moss (DES) 
  
1. Public comment 

Bernie Bern noted that the County will be considering the Washington Boulevard Bike Trail at the 
upcoming Board meeting. Mr. Bern noted that a Federal easement will be considered to save a few 
trees, but that the County passed the CIP 5 years ago to build a trail.  He noted that the trail location 
hasn’t been decided upon.  Bernie expressed that this is one of the last steps in the process, but the 
location of the trail hasn’t been decided upon.  Bernie asked the Commission to resend their 2012 
Board letter regarding the bike trail.  He asked that the Commission work to have the project 
reviewed, delayed, and have the Board reconsider the project.  
 

 
2. Envision Courthouse 

Andrew D'huyvetter and Chris Somers provided an update on the Envision Courthouse Square 
project.  Envision Courthouse Square is a community planning effort to reimagine the County’s civic 
center and create a great public destination. 
 
The goal of the process is to update the vision outlined in the 1993 Courthouse Sector Plan 
Addendum, which identified a state-of-the-art government center and signature public space as 
critical to the area’s development. The update will create a visionary plan, strategies, policies, 
development standards and implementation steps. 
 
The project scope addresses: 
 

Open Space - location and use of public open space, an integral component of the County’s 
government center. 
Building Use ‒ the uses of public and private buildings in the study area, including types of 
public resources (if any) that would be best fit to the site. 
Building Location and Design - the location, height, and density of buildings in the study area. 
The study will incorporate the consideration of a future 300-400,000 square foot County office 
building. 
Circulation and Parking - the overall pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular network, as well as 
connections to the surrounding neighborhood. Objectives to guide the future development of a 
detailed parking program will be defined with existing parking supply and demand 
considerations. 
Cultural Resources - the treatment of cultural resources, including historic buildings, the 
“Memorial” and “Mother’s” trees, public art, and a potential cultural facility. 
Sustainability ‒ the incorporation of building and landscape technologies, district energy, and 
an integrated energy master plan. 

 
Andrew noted that in July there were three design concepts unveiled.  Over 500 people provided 
feedback at meetings and via online surveys. Questions were posed about open space, street use, 
connectivity, and building placement and massing.  
 



Christine asked about the 3 plans and how elements were selected.  Andrew clarified that the 
feedback process allowed residents to vote on individual components and overall plans.  The 
feedback was reviewed for compatibility and cost.  That process resulted in one final draft plan that 
is currently being vetted with Commissions and other community groups. 
 
Building heights are being studied and are currently proposed between 180-240 feet.  Mike Hanna 
asked what the surrounding building heights are.  Andrew noted that the highest residential nearby is 
approximately 200-210 feet. 
 
North Uhle Street is being envisioned as an active street plaza area.  There will be a subsequent 
master plan process to design the plaza elements.  Andrew noted that trees are shown on the plan 
as significant feedback was heard about tree canopy. 
 
Andrew also noted that the design now includes a possible cultural facility, farmers market, or shed 
area that could occupy the space.   
 
Chris Somers provided an update on the sustainability elements.  The Integrated Energy Master 
Plan (IEMP) provides a framework for energy that is created, transported, and stored at this location.  
Similar to the Community Energy Plan, the IEMP would reduce GHG emissions, maximize economic 
competitiveness, and energy security would be incorporated. 
 
The current County buildings were included in the study. The consultants have been modeling the 
energy usage of current and future buildings.  The analysis and recommendations will be formalized 
in late 2014.  The framework will be finalized after the sector plan is complete.   
 
Next steps include meeting with committees, commissions, and civic associations in the area.  The 
IEMP and Stormwater Plan will be finalized after the December approval.     
 
Mike Hanna asked if the proposed area for the farmers market would hold the current market.  Mike 
noted that the Metro under the Clarendon Metro plaza prevented vegetation.  The goal was to 
minimize infiltration over the Metro.  Mike asked what soil depth would be included in this project 
over the garage and if the area is going to include green open space.  Staff noted that those 
decisions hadn’t been made yet.  
 
Christine asked if we have any outdoor spaces where people enjoy grass.  Christine asked how this 
area might be activated.  She suggested that often grass isn’t active space and should include 
something more dynamic. Alex Sanders noted that Quincy Park is one of the few areas where 
people throw footballs, have boot camps, and TJ Park as well.  Christine noted that the Bryant Park 
is good inspiration for this urban space.  Sarah M. noted concern about possible implementation as 
a non-park area with more plaza than green space. She iterated that this area is already devoid of 
green space.  Claire also commented that APS defines open spaces as interior gymnasium space 
and that “open space” should be further clarified on the plan if it is meant to include green or natural 
open space.   
 
Shannon C. noted that there have been several paved areas in recent County developments.  
Arlington Mill, Clarendon Metro, Penrose Square, and the Cultural Center. The areas are all paved 
heat islands.  Shannon suggested that a question the Commission should focus on is if this is the 
place for plaza with significant hardscape or for green natural space.   
 
Overall feedback at the meeting included: 

 Concern over the open space becoming paved at later points in the process. 
 They desired more green than hardscape. 
 Members asked that adequate soil depth be considered above the underground parking to 

allow for mature trees. 
 They asked if the Courthouse IEMP component would go to the Community Energy Plan 

Implementation Review Committee. 
 The 9-17-14 concept showed a dashed green rectangle of open space. Members wanted 

this to be open green space, which they defined to include trees and landscaped areas. The 



 Commission expressed concerned that subsequent efforts in the Envision Courthouse 
Square process or a subsequent Park Master Planning effort would remove green space for 
hardscape. 

 Members expressed opposition to an alternative that puts a building on the south square. 
 A member suggested that the south square option could be utilized for hardscape to 

accommodate the farmers market. This could ‘contain’ the hardscape and allow green space 
to the north. 

 Members also expressed concern over designing the open space to avoid uses that would 
render it into hardscape. For example, if it encountered heavy usage and was turned into 
hardscape later on due to maintenance issues. 

 
Andrew noted that there is a Courthouse webpage (http://sites.arlingtonva.us/courthouse/) with 
concept plans for review.  The Commission discussed a letter to the Board and noted that Gabriel 
would be the best point of contact since he has been actively engaged on the project.  Adam will 
contact Gabriel to draft a letter for the October 27 Commission meeting. 
 
 
 

3. E2C2 Alumni Roundtable 
The Commission took time to meet with a previous Commission member Scott Bauer and previous 
staff Liaison Joan Kelsch.  This was an opportunity for the Commission to discuss big picture issues 
and get broader perspectives on how the Commission has operated successfully over time.  Topics 
discussed included the budget and CIP process, how the public input process has evolved over 
time, the need for preservation of green natural space, how the Commission helped hire an Energy 
Manager, and more.   
 
It was noted that the Commission should not be afraid to make bold recommendations and if 
implementation doesn’t occur instantly, not to get discouraged.  The Commission also discussed 
Commission demographics and vacant spots.  Joan Kelsch explained how an excel matrix helped a 
different organization take a collective look at itself to select new members.  The Commission 
agreed that it would be helpful and Adam will draft the document for circulation at the October 27th 
meeting.   
 
The Commission also discussed a December holiday meeting where previous members could come 
to connect with existing members during part of the meeting.   
 
 

4. Legislative Priorities Letter  
The Commission deferred their Legislative Priorities Letter to the October 27 meeting.  They asked staff 
to provide clarity on several questions that are noted blow: 

 Should the letter include a select few items or an expansive list of items in the letter? 
 What is the process after the letter is received? 
 Can the Commission expect a response after letter is received – what feedback loop? 
 Any other items that should be added? 
 Team with likeminded (larger, climate impacted communities, neighboring, etc.) jurisdictions 

to equalize influence in Richmond? 
 

Adam will contact Pat Carol and Jay Fisette about the items above and get feedback to the 
Commission prior to the October 27 meeting.    

 
5. Approval of Meeting Summary – July  2014 

Approved 
 
6. Old/New Business 

Alex - The County approved the McKinley parking plan despite the objections of several 
commissions.  Mosaic Park is still not under construction. The WRAPS project is just starting.  
Alex noted that he will be absent for the October WRAPS meeting. 

  



Christine noted that the Pedestrian Advisory Committee put together a letter about news box 
regulations.  They limits circulation, some are abandoned, and there are no regulations. She will 
circulate when the time comes to see if the Commission would like to support it.    
 
Mike Hanna noted that there was a multi-stakeholder meeting about the “intersection of doom” at 
Lee and Lynn.  They may make additional recommendations to the Board.  Mike also noted that 
the TJ working group is a fast paced group that hopes to complete their effort by the end of the 
year. Need an alternate for the process -- Tara/Eric? 
 
Claire brought to NRJAG that the terms open space, natural area, green space, and other terms 
should be clarified.  It is used in a deliberately vague fashion by many in the community.   
 
Scott noted that Caroline H. mentioned that a public spaces master plan working group may be 
starting soon.  If it does materialize then the Commission should know in the next few weeks. 
Eric Beach will be coordinating from the County staff side of things.   
 

 
 Ended at 10:20pm 


