
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 
Meeting Minutes 11-4-13 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm in the auditorium of Long Branch Nature Center. 
 
In attendance were: Peter Hage, Caroline Haynes, Elizabeth Gearin (Park and Rec), Scott Dicke, 
Sarah Meservey (E2C2), Larry Finch, Paul Campanella, Steve Campbell  (UFC), Alonso 
Abugattas (DPR), Lisa Bright, Chris Bright (Earth Sangha), Greg Zell, Christina Campanella, 
Rodney Olsen, Claire Hayden, Pat Hilgard, Jerry Schrepple, and Marion Jordan (Public). 
 
Guest: Lisa Bright, Executive Director and Co-founder, Earth Sangha Wild Plant Nursery 
 
Minutes from the October 7, 2013 NRJAG were accepted without edits. 
 
No public comment after introductions of all those present.  
 
NRMP Recommendation #11: Development of Native Plant Nursery, Presentation by Lisa 
Bright of Earth Sangha Wild Plant Nursery 
 
Lisa Bright, Executive Director and Co-founder, Earth Sangha Wild Plant Nursery, gave a brief 
history of their native plant nursery and mission, which is to promote the restoration of natural 
plant communities and environmental sustainability through local action. The native plant 
nursery was established in 2001 after a year-long search for a site on Fairfax County property. 
Lisa noted that they had learned a great deal over the years through trial and error. They 
currently grow over 250 species of local ecotype native plants, both woody and non-woody. 
They now have the region’s most comprehensive collection of local ecotype plants, all started 
from seed so as to increase genetic diversity and concentrating on the most dominant species in 
given habitats. Collection (with permission) is of known wild populations throughout the region 
and throughout most of the year. They have added 20-30 new species each year and grow about 
50,000 pots a year. In addition to Fairfax County, their clientele consists of land trusts and local, 
state, and federal entities, focusing on small site restoration. Their nursery location was donated 
by the Fairfax County Park Authority, with water donated as well and a one-time $10,000 
donation for start up costs. They would like to double production and are looking for ways to 
expand. 
 
Earth Sangha relies heavily on grants, donations and volunteer support for its operations.   Lisa 
noted that many park managers who are interested in doing quality restoration projects of natural 
areas do not have adequate budgets to purchase the plants necessary for those projects.  She has 
donated many plants to such projects, however it was noted that the purchase of plants would 
help Earth Sangha recover their costs and would enable them to extend their operations.  Earth 
Sangha is an approved vendor for Arlington County and it was noted by NRJAG members that 
Arlington should be paying for the plants it receives from Earth Sangha.  
 
Commission members thanked Lisa and Chris for their willingness to provide guidance on best 
practices as we begin to develop a small native plant nursery in the County. 
 



NRMP Recommendation #5: Update on individual park Natural Resource Area 
Management Plans 
 
Greg Zell, former DPR staff and current volunteer, reported that he has completed all the field 
work necessary to draft the final individual NRCA management plan and anticipates completing 
the final draft plan this winter. 
 
Status of letter on funding for natural resource programs for FY15 
 
All three NRJAG-member commissions agreed to sign the letter and it was sent to the County 
Board at the end of October. 
 
NRMP Recommendation #3: Update on status of Administrative Regulation 
 
The latest edition of the Administrative Regulation is undergoing review and comment by the 
Arlington County Managers Office.  
 
Staff Updates 
 
Alonso Abugattas provided the following updates: 

 Funding for the infrastructure, shade cloth, sprinklers and bedding materials for the native 
plant nursery has been identified and soon those items will be ordered to commence 
building the nursery. 

 Arlington staff, including Abugattas, has been commenting on the 30% plan for the 
restoration of Four Mile Run. 

 Bethany Heim has been meeting with Abugattas and other County staff to determine 
potential sites to suggest to the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust for the development 
of conservation corridors. 

 Planting and site plan recommendations have been made for several projects including  
Four Mile Run, the Claremont/Barcroft slope, Chestnut Hills park, and Arlington Forest 
Park. 

 
Member Updates 
 
Caroline Haynes reported on a Barcroft Park work day with Arlington Regional Master 
Naturalists, Alonso Abugattas, and two classes of AP Environmental Science students from 
Wakefield High School. The students received instruction on and helped with invasive plant 
control, planting of meadow plant species, clearing brush, stream clean-up, and building of brush 
piles along a power line. The classes also had an opportunity to tour Barcroft Park as part of an 
environmental education activity. 
 
Larry Finch said he had met recently with Karen Kumm Morris and one topic discussed was 
competing pressures in the planning process between stormwater management and other 
environmental objectives, including tree planting. He thought this would be an interesting topic 
for NRJAG to explore.  Caroline Haynes said the December NRJAG meeting might provide an 
opportunity for such a discussion since Jason Papacosma was being invited as guest speaker. 



Elizabeth Gearin commented on a previous letter sent to the County Board regarding the problem 
with birds striking buildings. It had been hoped that this letter would be a first step to help 
educate planners and developers on the issue. It was suggested that additional follow-up is 
necessary and that efforts toward a “Lights Out” campaign would mesh well with the County’s 
energy reduction objectives. 
 
Scott Dicke reported that E2C2 was forming a subcommittee to update the AR 4.4 process. This 
may have some relevance to the efforts to complete NRMP Recommendation #3. 
 


