
 Community Development Citizen Advisory Committee (CDCAC) Meeting 

January 7, 2015 

2100 Clarendon Blvd- Courthouse Plaza 

Room 311 

 

Members Present:  Larry Withers, Maryclare Whitehead, Michael Sampson, Lincoln Cummins, 

Gretel Larocca, Tim Denning, Kendon Krause, Lincoln Cummins, Jennifer Bible 

Staff Present:   Rolda Nedd, Jennifer Daniels,  

Chair Maryclare Whitehead called the meeting to order at 6:30. 

1. Public  comment 

There were no members of the public present. 

2. Approval of December 3, 2014 minutes  

 Minutes were unanimously approved  

3. Information: New Commission Handbook 

Walter Tejada, County Board Vice Chair, presented a new handbook for commissions, which the 

Board is encouraging all Commission members to read. He expressed appreciation to members 

for their work, commitment and interest in the Commission. He summarized the intent of the 

Handbook. A brief Q and A session ensued.  

 Legal requirement – members should try to avoid discussion commission business 

outside of regular meeting times.   

 Connections – the issue of the digital divide was brought up in the context of making 

connections with the wider community, and using a variety of techniques to engage those 

who may not be electronically connected as well as others. It is the intention of the Board 

to seek out and utilize many different options to engage the community and encourage 

more people to join commissions.   

 Members were encouraged to speak with other people and encourage them to participate 

in civic engagement.  

 One member commented on the need to recruit members representative of the population 

being served by the Commission. The Vice Chair commended the Committee for looking 

to actively recruit for better representation.  

 

4. Information:  Tony Turnage – Arlington’s Continuum of Care 

Tony Turnage, Arlington County Homeless Program Coordinator, provided an overview of 

Arlington’s efforts to prevent and end homelessness through its Continuum of Care.   

 Recent changes in how homelessness is addressed include a centralized intake system in 

place. 

 New homeless services center will benefit from coordination of intake. 

 Shelter is no longer the first option. 

 Uniform assessment tool is now utilized to better serve needs of clients. 



 Diversion services – this is an important aspect of assessment ; 25% of households are  

diverted to other options/services before being  referred to shelter as an option. 

 With the rapid rehousing model, the average length of time in shelter is reduced to 2.5 

months. 

 Arlington has made significant reduction in number of homeless individuals; chronic 

homelessness has decreased by 40%. The local housing grants program is critical to 

rapidly rehouse people. 

Discussion: Tony Turnage indicated that a Report Card can be requested from service providers 

to assess how they are collaborating and functioning within the system. The organizations are 

required to be a part of CoC. There is a committee that evaluates cases and there is coordination 

of services. Possible questions/ guidelines that the Committee can use in reviewing proposals 

could include -  Is this proposal a Continuum of Care priority? What are some realistic goals and 

objectives that this program will achieve? There are some national standards that programs can be 

judged by.  

Q: What “resources” should we be looking at in the near future when we review proposals? A: 

Current efforts are towards a “systems” approach, rather than single organizations. Evaluating 

how these organizations fit into the larger system of services would be important.   

The suggestion was made that proposal review should include review by the Executive 

Committee of the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness.  

5. Discussion:  Rolda Nedd - AI and Fair Housing Plan  

Rolda Nedd, Community Development Planner, provided an overview of the draft Analysis of 

Impediments (AI) to Fair Housing, and Fair Housing Plan.  The AI is part of the Consolidated 

Plan process, required by HUD.  The purpose of the AI is to analyze regulations, policies and 

programs that may have an impact on people in protected classes in their ability to access fair 

housing.  Data sources and methodology include Human Rights Office complaints and inquiries, 

meetings with tenant organizations and commissions, and a resident survey.  In the County’s Fair 

Housing testing, there have been 0 findings of discrimination in the past 2 years.  Four barriers to 

housing choice were identified:  high housing cost for households that make less than 60% AMI, 

limited supply of affordable housing for special needs population, individual barriers – source of 

income, criminal background, credit histories; and access to housing – affected by language, lack 

of knowledge of rights and complaints process.  Commission members suggested focusing on 

making it easier and understandable for people to get their complaints lodged.  Increased tracking 

of complaints and outcomes is a goal of the draft Fair Housing Plan.    

6. Information: Chair’s Report 

 

No report from the Chair.   

 

7. Information: Staff Report 

 

Staff reported that the federal budget has been passed, with nearly level Community Development 

Block Grant and Community Services Block Grant appropriations, and slightly reduced HOME 

Investment Partnership appropriations.  The County will be notified of its actual entitlement by 

mid-February.   



 

8. Information: Member Reports  

There were no member reports 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  

 

 


