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P U B L I C  F A C I L I T I E S  R E V I E W  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
 

DATE: March 18, 2015 

TIME: 7:00 p.m. Meeting 

PLACE: Abingdon Elementary School Media Center (Library) 

3035 South Abingdon Street 

 

STAFF COORDINATOR: Michelle Stahlhut, 703-228-3541 
 

Site Location:  

Abingdon Elementary School 

3035 South Abingdon Street  

Arlington, Virginia 22204 

 

 

  

Applicant: 

John Chadwick 

Arlington Public Schools 

2770 S. Taylor Street 

Arlington, Virginia 22206 

 

Architect: 

Paul R. Lund, Principal 

Hord Coplan Macht (HCM)  

2000 Duke Street, Suite 120 

Alexandria, Virginia 22314  

 

Staff Members: 
Marco Antonio Rivero CPHD – Planning 703.228.3572 mrivero@arlingtonva.us   

Dennis Sellin DES – Planning 703.228.4508 dsellin@arlingtonva.us   

Bethany Heim DPR – Planning 703.228.4825 bheim@arlingtonva.us 

 

SUMMARY:  Arlington Public Schools (APS) is currently facilitating the Building Level 

Planning Committee (BLPC) process and is participating in the Public Facilities Review 

Committee (PFRC) process to evaluate a proposed renovation of and addition to the Abingdon 

Elementary School. The Arlington County School Board heard the final concept design as an 

informational item during its Tuesday, March 10th meeting (rescheduled meeting date due to 

inclement weather). The School Board will act on the final concept design at its Thursday, 

March 19th meeting. In March 2015, both processes will begin the schematic design stage and 

major topics such as refinements with building/facade design, parking placement (off-street, 

street, and shared parking), street/intersection improvements, open space development, tree 

preservation, among others will be discussed in greater detail.  

 

BACKGROUND:  The 2013-22 Capital Improvements Program (CIP) was approved by the 

Arlington School Board in July 2012. The CIP included funding for 1,875 new elementary 

school seats in order to accommodate increased enrollment within the school system. The plan 

includes funding for construction of additions at three (3) existing elementary schools, and the 

construction of two (2) entirely new elementary schools on APS property. APS’ “Multi-Site 

Study” was completed in Spring 2012 and identified the locations and priorities for the 

construction projects. A use permit for the Ashlawn Elementary School expansion/renovation 

was approved by the County Board in May 2013, the new Elementary School #1 on the 

Williamsburg Middle School campus was approved by the County Board in September 2013, 

and the McKinley Elementary School expansion and renovation was approved by the County 

Board in September 2014.   
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As with the three previous school projects that have been reviewed over the past year, the 

planning process for the Abingdon addition/renovation will incorporate the APS process, the 

Building Level Planning Committee (BLPC), and the County’s Public Facilities Review 

Committee (PFRC) and requires them to work in tandem in designing the school addition. The 

design process will include three (3) phases: a conceptual phase, a schematic phase, and a final 

phase during which a use permit for the project would be reviewed by the County Board.  

 

The BLPC consists of APS staff, teachers, parents and PTA members, representation from 

community groups, and County staff. The PFRC is a County Board-appointed committee 

consisting of representatives of the Planning Commission (one of which is designated by the 

County Board as Committee Chair), several other commissions, APS representatives, and at-

large members. It also includes project-specific members representing the Fairlington Citizens 

Association (including Fairlington Villages), the Courtbridge I and II Condominium 

Associations, the Historic Affairs Landmark Review Board (HALRB), and the Urban Forestry 

Commission.  

 

The planned ±27,000 square foot addition (increasing the existing school gross floor area (GFA) 

from ±78,000 square feet to ±105,000 square feet)) would be designed to accommodate six (6) 

additional classrooms and support spaces (including but not limited to: a relocated gymnasium, a 

relocated cafeteria/kitchen space, and expanded administrative offices and educational support 

spaces). A major portion of this project will consist of renovating the existing school building. 

The addition will expand capacity at the school by 136 seats, from 589 seats to 725 seats. 

 

The following provides additional information about the site and surroundings: 

 

Site: The 426,888 square foot (9.8 acres) site is bounded on the north by South Woodrow 

Street and 29th Street South, on the south by South Abingdon Street and 30th Road South, 

on the east by Fort Reynolds Park and the Arlington County Equipment Division Trades 

Center, and on the west by South Abingdon Street. 

 

Zoning: The site is zoned “S-3A” Special District. The purpose of the “S-3A” Special 

District is to encourage the retention of certain properties in a relatively undeveloped 

state. Land so designated may include publicly or privately owned properties which have 

distinct and unique site advantages or other features which make them desirable to retain 

as active or passive recreation (including but not limited to: parks, schools, pathways, and 

other public facilities). Schools are a permitted use by provision of a use permit subject to 

Section 4.15 of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance (ACZO).  

 

Land Use: The site is identified on the General Land Use Plan (GLUP) as “Public”. 

 

Neighborhood: The site is located within the Fairlington Citizens Association and is 

adjacent to the Claremont Citizens Association. The Fairlington Villages and Courtbridge 

I and II Condominiums are located adjacent to the school and are represented on the 

PFRC. 
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Source: Google Maps 

 
DISCUSSION:  The community process for the Abingdon addition and renovation began on 

September 16, 2014 with the first BLPC meeting. Since that time, the BLPC met ten (10) times, 

with the most recent meeting occurring March 3, 2015. This meeting included a follow-up 

discussion regarding the project’s updated multi-modal transportation analysis, various off-street, 

on-street, and shared parking options, as well as more details on the interior layout and concept 

for the school (including an interior “architectural taste test”). At the March 17, 2015 BLPC 

meeting, the design team will update the BLPC on the above topics and will continue reviewing 

the functional and interior design of the school including the results of the interior “architectural 

taste test”. The most recent PFRC meeting occurred on February 4, 2015, and some items were 

identified for follow-up. They included: 

 

 During the schematic design, staff shall address concerns regarding construction 

management, coordination, notification, and community collaboration through clear 

and effective use permit conditions. The use permit condition development process will 

most likely begin May 2015.  

 

 Incorporate clear and effective condition language related to tree protection, open 

space protection/development, and landscaping at Abingdon Elementary School and in 

other affected areas (street/sidewalk improvements, green space near Courtbridge II, 

etc.).   
 

 Safe Routes to School Follow-up (Arlington Public Schools and the County will 

further investigate this).  
 

N
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R
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Location of 3035 S. Abingdon St. 

(Abingdon Elementary School)  
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 Possible lighting on the pedestrian path/trail at Ft. Reynolds Park (Arlington Public 

Schools and the County will further investigate this request).  
 

Parking: ACZO Section 14.3 calls for one (1) parking space for every 7.5 students of design 

capacity for employee parking at elementary and middle schools, plus one (1) space for every 40 

students of design capacity for visitor parking. Based on the proposed design capacity of 725, the 

ordinance would require 97 employee parking spaces and 19 visitor parking spaces for a total of 

116 parking spaces. As specified in ACZO Section 14.3.7.C., in the event that the required 

parking cannot be accommodated onsite, the Ordinance allows the parking requirements for 

elementary schools (among other listed public uses) to be modified provided that the 

modification will “preserve or create recreational facilities…”, and provided that a 

“transportation demand management (TDM) plan submitted by the applicant demonstrates that 

the potential adverse impacts of parking demand and any potential disruption of parking 

patterns within affected neighborhoods that could result from the modification will be mitigated 

by utilizing available on-street parking contiguous to the site…” among other requirements.  

 

Abingdon Elementary School Parking   

  

  

  

Current Building Capacity:  589 

Parking Required for Employees:* 79 

Parking Required for Visitors:** 15 

Total Off-street Parking Required: 94 

  
  

  

Proposed Building Capacity:  725 

Parking Required for Employees:* 97 

Parking Required for Visitors:** 19 

Total Off-street Parking Required: 116 

  

  

  

Current Off-street Parking Provided: 78 

  

  

  

*ACZO requirement: 1 parking space for every 7.5 students of design capacity 

(requirement for employees). 

**ACZO requirement: 1 parking space for every 40 students of design capacity 

(requirement for visitors). 

  

At the March 3, 2015 BLPC meeting, the Abingdon Elementary School design team presented 

alternative, parking design scenarios from the final concept design plan. The objective was to 

demonstrate how parking could be reduced on-site, be provided on-street, and/or reduced 

through effective Transportation Demand Management (TDM) policies. The images shown 

below are of the final concept design plan (showing the concept design parking arrangement), 

Parking Scenario “A” showing up to 83 off-street, school parking lot spaces and up to 15 parking 

spaces at the Fairlington Villages Community Center parking lot (98 total, off-street parking 

spaces), and Parking Scenario “B” showing up to 98 off-street parking spaces which are all 

contained within the school parking lots. Staff will work with the design team, the BLPC, and 

PFRC to analyze the viability of these parking scenarios.  
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Parking Scenario Comparisons 

 

Parking Scenarios* 

# of Parking Spaces 

Abingdon ES 

Parking Lots 

Fairlington Villages 

Community Center 

Parking Lot 

Total 

Final Concept Design 90 15 105 

Parking Scenario "A" 83 15 98 

Parking Scenario "B" 98 N/A 98 

    *Assumes shared spaces on adjacent neighborhood streets (adjoining APS property), and 

TDM reduction assumes future teacher drive rate of 85%. Current drive rates at APS 

elementary schools range from 74 – 100% of staff. 

 

 

 

Parking Needs Analysis (by Toole Design Group) 
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Parking Scenario Site Plans 

 

Final Concept Design 

 

 
 

 

Parking Scenario “A” 
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Parking Scenario “B” 

 

 
 
 

 


