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Long Range Planning Committee Meeting 
Arlington County Planning Commission 
Topics: Mosaic Park Implementation and Historic Designation of Wilson School 
March 31, 2015 

 
PC Members Present 
Steve Cole  
Ginger Brown 
Nancy Iacomini  
Jane Siegel 
 
Staff Present 
Richard Tucker, CPHD 
Erik Beach, DPR 
Cynthia Liccese-Torres, CPHD 
John Liebertz – CPHD 
Aaron Wohler, DPR 
Arlova Vonhm, CPHD 
John Chadwick, APS 
 
Other Attendees 
Nancy Ionedes 
Carrie Johnson 
Joan Lawrence (HALRB) 
Stuart Stein 
Tad Lunger 
Bruce Ebad 
Jean Compton 
Amy Friedlander 
Paul Holland 
Dennis Gerrity 
 
Steve Cole opened the meeting at approximately 7:05pm and outlined the agenda for the 
meeting.  Prior to the first agenda item, he asked everyone present to introduce themselves. 
 
Mosaic Park Implementation: 
Richard Tucker, Planning staff, provided a presentation reviewing the planning related actions for 
Mosaic Park that are forthcoming on the Planning Commission and County Board agendas this 
spring, including: 

 Abandonment of 5th Place North 

 Amendments to the General land Use Plan and Master Transportation Plan 

 Certification of Density on 5th Place North 
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 Rezoning of properties from industrial and multi-family housing districts to a public 
district. 

 
Mr. Tucker explained that all of these actions are consistent with multiple planning documents, 
including the Public Spaces Master Plan and the Mosaic Park Master Plan. Afterward, Planning 
Commissioners were given an opportunity to ask questions. 
 
Planning Commission Questions 
Siegel – When does the density [from 5th Place North] attain a value? 
 
 Tucker – At the time the density is transferred. 
 
Cole – Has density been transferred to Founders Square?  All of it?  Has the County received the 
total amount of money [approx. $6.5M]?  
 

Erik Beach – The County has received partial funding [$2M] and will augment that with 
funding from other sources in advance of full payment from the Founders Square 
development.   

 
Cole – Isn’t there a payment tied to the office development, which hasn’t been completed yet? 
 
 Beach – We’ll check into that and report back at the Planning commission meeting. 
 
Cole – The money [to be gained from this transfer] – it’s to be used in a future phase? Not now? 
 

Beach – there will be a future phase of park development incorporating part of the Gold’s 
Gym site, that future monies could be used for. 

 
Siegel – Is there more than one TDR? 
 

Cole – TDRs were transferred on the majority of the park, all except 5th Place N and a 
north-south alley, in conjunction with the Founders Square development, so all that is 
left is the density from 5th Place North.  And the alley – why is the density there not being 
certified? 
 
Tucker – the density from the north-south alley was retained by the owner [Gold’s Gym] 

when the land was granted to the County to be incorporated in the park. 
 

Questions / comments from other attendees: 
 
Tad Lunger – In these further park implementation steps, has there been more thought about 
the Gold’s Gym site, which is planned for up to 72 units/acre? 
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Carrie Johnson – The North Quincy Street Plan calls for creativity in working toward public and 
private goals.  Needs to be a step-down in height towards the neighborhoods.  The Gold’s 
building is nice.  The neighborhood showed willingness to work with the Founders Square 
developer to accept height/density to get improvements on the park. 

 
Historic Designation of Wilson School: 
 
Cynthia Liccese-Torres, Historic Preservation Program Manager, provided a brief presentation 
summarizing the historic elements of the Wilson School building, recounting the public process 
steps that have been followed to date, and the recommendations and actions of the HALRB and 
APS.  Afterwards, Planning Commissioners asked questions. 
 
Planning Commission Questions 
Cole – What action will the Planning Commission be asked to make? 
 

Liccese-Torres – The HALRB has recommended designation of the original 1910 building 
and the front lawn.  The Planning Commission could agree with that and recommend that 
the County Board designate the building, or not. 
 

Iacomini – At the Planning Commission meeting next week, will there be a stand-alone historic 
designation report from staff? Who will present what is in that report?  Who speaks for the 
building? 
 

Liccese-Torres – Yes, the historic designation staff report will be attached to the staff 
report. 

 
Cole – The HALRB will be invited to the meeting and they can advocate for the 
building/designation. 
 

Iacomini – Since the report was completed, has staff done any additional research? Is there more 
information / pictures…?  Will the County /APS Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) be in the 
staff report? 
 

Liccese-Torres – One of the HALRB members found the original drawings for the building.   
 
Cole – Can staff provide a link to the Historic Preservation Program web page where all 
these materials can be found? 
 
Liccese-Torres – Yes, and the County/APS MoU will be attached to the staff report. 
 

Iacomini – There are three parts to this – or any potential designation: 
1) Answer: Is it historic? Then, 
2) Answer: What do you do with it? Does it merit preservation? Then, 
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3) You develop design guidelines. 
There is an intellectual side and a practical side that need to be married up. 
 
Cole – HALRB did not recommend restoration of the building? 
 
 Liccese-Torres - No. 
 
Iacomini – Can the Planning Commission make an alternate recommendation? 
 

Liccese-Torres - Yes. 
 
Brown – Has this happened before – where the property owner objects to the designation? 

 
Liccese-Torres - Yes. 

 
Cole – Has the County Board ever approved a designation over the property owner’s objection? 
 

Liccese-Torres – Yes, at Buckingham. 
 

Siegel – How does this tie into WRAPS? 
 
 Cole – It doesn’t except that the County Board, in its Charge, did not require historic 

preservation, other than to say “examine the feasibility of incorporating elements of the 
building…” 

 
Prior to the conclusion of the meeting, Ms. Liccese-Torres asked if there was any other 
information that Planning Commissioners may want for the Planning Commission meeting.  
Planning Commissioners requested that the following information to be included in the packet 
mail-out at the end of the week: 

 County/APS MoU 

 Relevant section(s) of the Zoning Ordinance 

 Additional visuals of the school 

 Communications from the County Board, School Board and HALRB on this topic. 
 
 
The meeting concluded at approximately 8:15pm. 


