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Urban Forestry Commission 

February 26, 2015 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

Attendance 
Dean Amel 

Nora Palmatier 

Ed Hilz 

Caroline Haynes 

Elisha Rubin 

Phil Klingelhofer 

Paul Campanella 

Karen Kumm Morris 

Scott Brinitzer 

Kelly Criswell 

Steve Campbell 

Alex Sanders 

Per Midboe 

 

 

 

State and County Staff 
Jamie Bartalon, DPR 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

Rachel Jackson, DPR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Comment – There was no public comment. 

 

 

Park Project Updates – Vincent Verweij and Rachel Jackson, DPR 
 

Vincent Verweij and Rachel Jackson (DPR Urban Foresters) updated the commission on the 

following park improvement projects: 

 

High View Park (1945 N. Dinwiddie St.) – 

Improvements to High View Park will include renovation of a diamond ball field, a basketball 

court, a restroom building and a storage building.  No significant trees will be impacted by the 

project, which includes tree planting beyond what is required for tree replacement.  Urban 

Forestry staff worked with DPR planners to replace a proposed shade structure with a linden tree. 

 

Tyrol Hill Park (5101 7th Rd. S.) – 

Two playground areas and a new shelter will be installed as part of improvements to Tyrol Hill 

Park.  A nice population of chestnut oaks exists in and around the park.  At least one tree will 

need to be removed for a playground.  A significant amount of tree planting has been 

recommended by forestry staff.  Some tree impacts may result from the installation of required 

bio-retention facilities.  Staff is working to reduce the amount of impervious surface, which 

would reduce bio-retention requirements and tree impacts. 
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Butler Holmes Park (101 S. Barton St.) – 

A field and a tot lot will be renovated at Butler Holmes Park.  No major tree impacts are 

associated with this project.  An extensive volunteer tree planting project, sponsored by Casey 

Trees, was held here in December.  Urban Forestry staff worked with DPR Planning staff to 

locate the newly planted trees in areas where they won’t be impacted by park renovations.  No 

additional tree plantings are planned for this project. 

 

Mosaic Park (538 N. Pollard St.) – 

The expansion of Mosaic Park is a major park construction project.  A Site Plan condition for 

Founders Square required the developer to fund the design and construction of the park’s 

expansion.  The project includes an interactive water feature, solar panels that double as shade 

structures, play areas, seating walls, a synthetic field area, and a lawn area.  Irrigation on part of 

the site will be provided by an underground system of shallow, water-filled channels topped by a 

sandy planting medium.  The product, known as the “EPIC” system, also provides some 

stormwater retention. 

 

The current site consists mainly of an open field and play structures, so only minor tree impacts 

will result from the project.  The UFC was briefed earlier on this project and recommended the 

incorporation of extensive tree planting.  A total of 181 trees will be planted in the park, which 

will include the use of Silva Cells in a plaza area and continuous soil panels beneath adjacent 

sidewalks. 

 

Quincy Park (1021 N. Quincy St.) – 

A layout option to include a second sand volleyball court in renovations to Quincy Park was 

eliminated by DPR when members of the community expressed concern that a medium-sized 

maple tree would need to be removed. 

 

Gables North Rolfe Street/Three Oaks Park (corner of N. Rhodes St. and 14th St. N.) – 

This park is being created through Site Plan conditions associated with the Gables North Rolfe 

Street development.  A major effort has been made to preserve two white oaks and one southern 

red oak as the park is developed.  The UFC previously commented on the project, and supports 

tree preservation efforts. 

 

Long Bridge Park (6th St. S and Long Bridge Dr.) 

This project is limited to the construction of a play area at the southern edge of Long Bridge 

Park.  The installation includes a tot lot, a “big kids” play area, and a water play area.  All nearby 

trees were recently planted and will not be impacted by the project. 

 

Gateway Park/Lynne Street Esplanade 

 

DES is coordinating with DPR on this transportation project that includes aesthetic 

enhancements to a portion of Gateway Park over I-66.  Several trees will be added to the 

structure over I-66.  One linden will be removed. 
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Oakgrove Park (1606 N. Quincy St.) 

 

Rachel Jackson is working with the construction manager on tree maintenance needs associated 

with this active construction project. 

 

Virginia Highlands Park (1600 S. Hayes St.) 

 

Rachel Jackson is working with the construction manager on pruning trees in the vicinity of new 

court lighting.  Some lights have been shifted to avoid conflicts with trees. 

 

Woodstock Park (2049 N. Woodstock St.) 

 

Requirements for the installation of bio-retention to mitigate storm water run-off may result in 

some tree impacts on this project.  Urban Forestry staff is working to help minimize tree impacts. 

 

 

Dean Amel commented that the overview of park improvement projects was very informative.  

Commission members can request more detailed information on specific projects if desired. 

 

 

Improvements to Application Form for Designation of Specimen, Heritage and Memorial 

trees – Vincent Verweij, DPR 

 

Vincent Verweij (DPR) led a discussion of possible revisions to the nomination form for the 

designation of Specimen, Heritage, Memorial and Street Trees for special protection through the 

County’s Tree Preservation Ordinance.  He noted that the current nomination form, in use since 

the ordinance was adopted in 2002, is not user friendly.  He recommends that the requirement for 

owner consent should be stated more prominently on the revised form, and that less detail should 

be required from applicants (since Urban Foresters will verifying all information in the field).  

He also noted that all Specimen Trees and photos are now posted on the County website. 

 

The commission discussed whether to include only the Specimen Tree designation on the 

nomination form in order to avoid confusion associated with other categories.  Jamie Bartalon 

noted that changing or eliminating categories on the nomination form would likely require 

changes to the adopted ordinance. 

 

Per Midboe recommended that the form should clearly state that its purpose is to designate trees 

for legal protection, with penalties for damage or removal.  Ed Hilz asked whether the name of 

the form could be changed to help clarify its purpose. 

 

Vincent Verweij invited UFC members to send him their suggestions for changes.  He will then 

circulate a draft revised nomination form for UFC review. 
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Planning for Arbor Day 
 

James Meikle (APS) notified UFC members through e-mail that Long Branch Elementary 

School has agreed to host Arlington’s 2015 Arbor Day ceremony.  It was noted that, due to the 

limited amount of space on school grounds at Long Branch, it may be necessary to plant the 

ceremonial tree on adjacent park property. 

 

Jamie Bartalon will work with Mr. Meikle and the school’s principal on determining the date of 

the event and details of the ceremony. 

 

 

Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study (WRAPS) 
 

The UFC discussed recent developments with the Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study 

(WRAPS) and staff’s recommendation for development in and around Rosslyn Highlands Park.  

The UFC had worked on an earlier draft letter regarding WRAPS, however, the letter doesn’t 

capture all information related to the most recent proposal.  Caroline Haynes also distributed a 

draft letter from residents opposed to staff’s recommendations for development of the site. 

 

The current proposal includes construction of an extension of North Pierce Street through the 

center of the site, which will decrease the amount of available open space.  The plan also 

incorporates a plaza area where green open space now exists, and includes a fire station beneath 

a 28-story residential building. 

 

UFC members expressed many concerns about the reduction of County parkland that would 

result from the proposed development plan.  According to the plan, almost all available open 

space would be for active recreation, with the exception of a plaza area that is described as being 

available for passive or active recreation. 

 

Ed Hilz expressed a concern that the County has not shared information throughout the process 

that led to a significant reduction in open space on the current plan.  Other commission members 

shared concerns with the public process and seeming lack of transparency for arriving at 

recommendations. 

 

Dean Amel noted that UFC comments on WRAPS and the proposed development plan should be 

from a forestry perspective.  The draft letter being circulated by residents opposing current 

development recommendations can be signed by individuals, but not by the UFC.  He suggested 

that the UFC’s original draft letter should be revised to reflect the current development proposal. 

 

Karen Kumm Morris commented that she is supportive of the need to maintain open space in this 

corridor, but hopes that the UFC letter doesn’t ignore the benefits that a well designed public 

plaza area can provide as a community gathering space.  She gave examples of other plaza areas, 

such as Penrose Square, that are heavily used by the community and include trees and other 

green infrastructure.  There are many types of open spaces and multi-functional plazas can 

sometimes meet more recreational needs than natural, green space. 
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Dean Amel will incorporate UFC member concerns into a draft letter for circulation before 

submitting the approved letter directly to the County Board Office prior to the March 1, County 

Board work session on WRAPS. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Minutes for the January22, 2015 UFC meeting were approved with edits provided by Caroline 

Haynes and one typographical correction. 

 

 

Staff Reports 

 

 Jamie Bartalon reported that the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services (VDACS) will publish DPR’s and the UFC’s comments regarding proposed 

revisions to Virginia’s Noxious Weeds regulations in the Virginia Register of 

Regulations on March 9, 2015.  Comments will be accepted on DPR’s and the UFC’s 

petitions until March 30, 2015.  The Virginia Board of Agriculture is expected to 

consider comments at their May 21, 2015 meeting. 

 

 Parks and Natural Resources Division staff met with Nora Palmatier and Hugh Robinson 

to discuss how volunteer opportunities can be clarified and more proactively publicized.  

Staff will generate a list of volunteer opportunities and staff contacts so that Tree 

Steward/staff partnerships can be strengthened, volunteer efforts supported, and results 

more accurately tracked. 

 

 Jamie Bartalon announced that a DPR commission budget meeting will be held on March 

11, 7 pm, in Conference Rooms C/D of Courthouse Plaza.  The County Manager’s 

proposed budget for FY 2016 eliminates $30,000 in one-time funding for tree planting 

that was added to the FY 2015 budget.  If approved, approximately 120 fewer trees will 

be planted in FY 2016 (705 trees) than will be planted in FY 2015 (825 trees).  The 

County manager also provided the County Board with a list of additional potential budget 

reductions that the Board may consider during the budget approval process.  The list 

includes an option to reduce DPR’s base budget for tree planting by $66,250.  If 

accepted, this base budget reduction option would reduce the number of trees planted in 

FY 2016 from 705 to 440 (a reduction of 265 trees). 

 

 CPHD staff will provide an update on the Draft Courthouse Square Sector Plan 

Addendum to the UFC at the commission’s March 26 meeting. 

 

 Jamie Bartalon provided UFC members with the most recent version of the Commission 

Handbook via e-mail prior to the meeting.  The Handbook includes protocol for 

commissions to follow when communicating with outside agencies.  Such outside 

communications should first be routed through the commission’s County Board liaison. 
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 Vincent Verweij provided the following information: 

o He is enrolled in the current Arlington Regional Master Naturalists class. 

o Plans for a Champion Tree bike-ride are being discussed. 

o Mr. Verweij will present information on Arlington’s Urban Forestry programs at a 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Commission meeting of civic association 

presidents. 

o Work is progressing on an update to Administrative Regulation 4.3, “Tree Planting on 

Public Property”.  A formal interdepartmental review process will begin soon. 

o Mr. Verweij and Rachel Jackson will attend the “Canopy Connections” conference, 

sponsored by Casey Trees, on March 25.  Dr. Kathy Wolfe is among the featured 

speakers. 

 

 Rachel Jackson reported that two Specimen Trees were designated for protection through 

the County’s Tree Preservation Ordinance by the County Board on February 21.  The 

trees are: a southern red oak at 3401 North Kensington Street and a black gum at 4508 6th 

Street South. 

 

 Ms. Jackson reported that she is monitoring tree protection measures to preserve a large 

willow oak at "The Springs” development site, located on North Carlin Springs Road and 

North Thomas Street. 

 

 

Commission Member Reports 

 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes’ Natural Resources Joint 

Advisory Group report is attached. 

 

Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes’ Park and Recreation Commission report 

is attached. 

 

Arlington Regional Master Naturalists – Caroline Haynes’ Arlington Regional Master 

Naturalists report is attached. 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris’ Planning Activities report is attached.  Ms. Kumm 

Morris also reported that a County Board work session on the Rosslyn Sector Plan Addendum 

will be held on March 4.  She will attend the work session and report back on whether a canopy 

coverage goal of 17% is included in the plan. 

 

Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) – Ed Hilz’s Public Facilities Review Committee 

report is attached. 

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) – Alex Sanders reported that the 

E2C2 discussed the Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study (WRAPS) and will be submitting 

comments to the County Board.  He also reported that construction for the lower Four Mile Run 
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improvement project is expected to begin in the summer.  The scope of the project is slightly less 

than originally envisioned. 

 

Tree Stewards – Nora Palmatier reminded UFC members that the Arlington Home Show will be 

held on March 7.  In the past, this has been a very good opportunity to advocate for the 

preservation and planting of trees.  She encouraged UFC members to volunteer for a shift at the 

“tree table”.  Dean Amel and Kelly Criswell volunteered to attend.  Ms. Palmatier also noted that 

a pruning demonstration for Tree Stewards will be held on Saturday at Yorktown High School. 

 

Tree Canopy Fund – No report.  

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) – Phil Klingelhofer’s 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee report is attached.  Mr. Klingelhofer also 

informed commission members that they may participate in the “Neighborhood Complete 

Streets” survey on-line until February 28.  Commission members may want to advocate for street 

trees through the survey. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Nora Palmatier’s Northern Virginia Urban 

Forestry Roundtable report is attached.  The next roundtable will be held on May 22, at 

Merrifield garden Center. 

  

Virginia Department of Forestry – No report. 

 

Arlington Public Schools (APS) – Jim Meikle’s Arlington Public Schools report is attached.  

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) – No report. 

 

Western Rosslyn Area Plan Study – Steve Campbell’s Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study 

Report is attached. 

 

 

New Business -  No New Business was discussed. 
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Attachments to February 26, 2015 Urban Forestry Commission Meeting Summary: 
 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes 
 

Jen McDonnell, Stormwater Outreach Specialist with the Department of Environmental Services, 

provided an overview of the storm water monitoring program, and focused on the social 

marketing campaign to get pet owners to clean up after their pets.  Through enhanced water 

analysis, Arlington has been able to identify that a large part of the e coli and other pollutants in 

the water are a direct result of pet waste.  The campaign will focus on educating pet owners of 

the dangers posed to their own pets and to the public by failing to clean up after their pets. 

 

 

Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes 

 

February PRC meeting was cancelled due to snow. Next meeting is March 17. 

 

The County Manager announced the formation of the Update PSMP Committee at the carry over 

Board meeting on Tuesday. Letters will be sent out shortly to members of the committee laying 

out next steps and the anticipated schedule. 
 

 

Arlington Regional Master Naturalists – Caroline Haynes 
 

The spring master naturalist basic training class began on Tuesday and will run through June 9.  

This is the 14th class for ARMN since the program began in 2008.  We continue to have strong 

demand for the training and currently have a wait list.  Last year, ARMN members provided over 

11,000 hours of volunteer service, which accounts for over 10% of the total volunteers hours last 

year within the entire Virginia Master Naturalist program. 

 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris 

 

 

Arlington County Community Facilities Study, 2015 – On going 

 Purpose is to determine facility needs, funding sources and principles and criteria for 

locating these needed facilities, county-wide.  

 CB appointed a 24 member Study Committee, next mtg. will be March 11, and 25. 

 Outreach includes a Resident Forum, schedule TBD, UFC members should consider 

applying online to join the forum and have a voice in informing the Study Committee. 

 Schedule – Study Committee will report to CB in September and November, 2015.   

 

Items to be Heard by Planning Commission in March, 2015 
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2025 Clarendon Blvd. (Wendy’s)– SP#435,  

 Staff will accept the building extension over the public sidewalk due to the narrowness of 

the site.  Site is located in Courthouse Square, between Wilson and Clarendon Blvds. 

 Staff will not consider this a precedent and will make statements in the record to this 

effect. 

 Street trees species have been selected for columnar characteristics.  Applicant has 

chosen a columnar cultivar form of Sweetgum.  To be spaced every 20 -25 feet, tight 

spacing in order to get some continuous canopy and shade.  

 UFC is on record opposing building extensions for other projects, 650 N. Glebe Road 

across from Ballston Mall, and Clean Technology along Wilson Blvd. in Courthouse 

Square Metro area. 

 UFC has sent a letter expressing concern over the building extension and the 

problematic precedent that it might create for street trees. 
 

Items before the Planning Commission in February, 2015 

 

The Gables – SP #432 

 Located in the Fort Myers Heights North planning area at Rolfe Street, 14th Street. 

 PC recommended approval for 395 residential units, 14 dormitory units (transitional 

living facility) and 1,000 SF of retail space.  

 Small park, over 8,000 SF with significant trees saved with advocacy by staff and active 

citizen involvement.    

 

On-going Site Plan Review Committee Activity   

  

Rosslyn Plaza – PDSP, SP #422, no additional SPRC or PC public hearing scheduled yet.  

 Located between Kent Street and Arlington Ridge Road 

 Proposed mixed use development, 1.8 million SF offices, 300-360 residential units, 1 

hotel, and significant urban open space. 

 Very controversial due to lack of street grid, nature of urban open space, building heights 

 No urban tree canopy issues.  Proposed urban tree plans along all street frontages and 

within open spaces over structure.  Significant amount of tree plantings proposed with 

over 1,000 CF of soil for trees.  

 Awaiting applicant’s response to Dec. SPRC.  No more SPRC sessions are currently 

scheduled.   

 

Pentagon Center – PDSP and Phase 1 Site Plan, SP #297 

 Located between 1201 S. Hayes & 1200 S. Fern St.  (Costco block) 

 Discussion on land use and building heights 

 Next SPRC (TBD) will cover open space, streetscapes, etc. with the opportunity to 

request increased tree canopy.  
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223 23rd Street (Crystal Plaza 5, Block M–  SPRC review TBD 

 Located at the corner of Crystal Drive and 23rd Street, Crystal City  

 Developer is Vernado 

 Proposes the redevelopment of an existing office building with 353 new 

residential uses and a new 658,360 SF office building. 

 Issues with compliance with Crystal City Sector Plan’s retail recommendations, 

land use locations and open space. 

 Redevelopment of 23rd Street with a center transit lanes eliminates existing park 

space with a double row of London Plane trees unfortunately, with little new 

canopy trees to replace the lost. 

 

 

672 Flats, 672 N. Glebe Road – RPC#13-018-009, -012, -013, -016, -017.  SPRC TBD 

 Located across from Ballston Mall just north of Carlin Springs Road. 

 Developer is Penrose. Submitted as Ballston Acquisition Company LLC 

 178 residential units, with ground floor retail, 1,388 SF along Glebe Road. 

 

Ballston Oak Townhouses – 1124 -1138 N. Stuart Street , SPRC review TBD 

 Located south of Washington Blvd in Ballston. 

 Developer is Ballston Acquisition. 

 Proposal for 16, 4 story townhouses in two buildings. 

 Requesting modifications to use, setbacks and coverage.  

 Appears to impact significant existing trees. 

 

Preliminary Site Plans not yet accepted by County Manager 

 

Ballston Center 4100 Wilson Blvd. – RPC#14-059-028 

 Redevelopment of existing mall while retaining the existing parking garage, ice rink and 

office building. 

 Developer is Forest City, Washington DC. 

 Proposes 393 apartments, new 50,800 SF retail configured as main street retail, opening 

up the mall. 

 New streetscape along Wilson Blvd. 

 

 

Long Range Planning Activities 

 

Rosslyn Sector Plan Addendum – Realize Rosslyn 

 Staff Draft reviewed by LRPC, and generally supported with the exception that building 

heights need to be more varied, affecting density and allowable FAR.   

 Schedule:  County Board will hold a work session on March 4.  An Open House for 

public comments will be held later on in March.   RTA before the PC in May.  Final Plan 

approval is targeted for Planning Commission and County Board approval in June, 2015. 
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 UFC will need to continue to track tree canopy issues and provide timely comments 

in order to ensure that the Plan has a minimum goal of 17% canopy coverage as 

previously requested.   Draft letter to County Board in time for March 4 work 

session. 

 

Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study (WRAPS) 

 Staff presented several options for a multi-story middle school, a new fire station, 

housing, and open space on Feb. 25.  Challenging program for a small site. 

 Park/Recreation and Open space issues concerning loss of public park for private 

development.   

 CB Work Session to be scheduled for March 4, 2015 

 

Affordable Housing Study – Update of County’s Comprehensive Plan and Implementation 

Framework. 

 Affirms County’s current policies to provide an adequate supply of affordable housing. 

 Integrate affordable housing policy into other County plans and policies where 

applicable.  Does not appear to have specific land use recommendations.  

 Implementation Framework calls for revisions in land use and regulatory review to help 

provide more affordable housing units.  Some of the items being considered are:  

Reduction parking requirements, allowing home sharing, change density measured by 

FAR not by units/acre, simplified review process and modifications in Community 

Energy Plan requirements.  

 Feb. 26 meeting to discuss Implementation Framework and discuss if the current AHMP 

approach to locating affordable housing is adequate.  

 

Public Facilities Review Committee – Ed Hilz 
 

On February 4, the PFRC held its fifth meeting regarding the renovation and expansion of 

Abingdon Elementary School.  Rachel Jackson was also in attendance.   The School Board will 

vote on the concept design March 4. 

 

The following is a link to the PFRC website where you can access the Agenda and the 

Presentation for that meeting.  No Report was prepared for the meeting.   

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc/ 

 

The PFRC recommended Concept Design C-1 instead of Concept Design B-1 which are shown 

on Slide 8 of the Presentation.  In Concept Design C-1 the gym is in the front of the building 

which will provide better community access and the cafeteria is at the back of the building which 

will allow students direct access to the playground after lunch.  In both designs, the three-story 

addition is in the back of the building.  

 

Concept Design C-1 will result in the removal of fewer trees than Concept Design B-1.  Slides 

10 and 11 show the “Potential Tree Impact Comparison” between Concept Design C-1 (51 trees 

removed - 17 Priority 2 trees and 34 Priority 3 trees) and Concept Design B-1 (85 trees removed 

- 32 Priority 2 trees and 53 Priority 3 trees).  No Priority 1 trees would be removed. 

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/public-facilities-review-committee-pfrc
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The consultants presented a revised parking lot plan (see Slide 31) that would result in keeping 

the edge of the parking lot further away from the Courtbridge II Condominium Association and 

slightly increase the amount of open space between the parking lot and the condo association.  

 

The PFRC did not support this revised plan because it would impact the traffic flow through the 

parking lot.  Moreover, the consultants explained that a buffer of evergreen trees will be planted 

along the edge of the parking lot which will provide a visual screen of the parking lot for the 

condo association.  Rachael’s input was very helpful in the part of this discussion regarding the 

size of the trees that would be planted in this area.  She explained the benefits of planting smaller 

caliper trees. 

 

The Sustainability features planned for the site are shown on Slides 35 to 68 including 

stormwater bio-retention areas (Slide 40), geothermal field (Side 60), solar panels and solar hot 

water collectors (Slides 63 and 64). 

 

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee – Phil Klingelhofer 
 

At the NCAC February 12 meeting, there were two agenda items: 

 

1) Community Facilities Study - Mary Hynes gave her perspective on the issues that 

Arlington County is facing and outlined the new Community Facilities Study currently 

underway.  She urged citizens and community organizations to be involved with the 

process and provide input, noting that many opportunities for public participation are 

planned. 

 

2) Neighborhood Complete Streets’ program – This new program is being developed to 

provide improvements on neighborhood streets in Arlington County.  Residents are asked 

to complete an online survey to share their perspective on priorities at 

http://surveymonkey.com/s/ncscriteria.  The deadline is February 28. 

 

Background Neighborhood Complete Streets Commission (NCSC) was established in 

July 2014 to advise the County Board on transforming Arlington’s neighborhood streets 

into ‘Complete Streets’ as described in the County’s Master Transportation Plan. 

 

What are Complete Streets? Complete streets are streets intended for everyone, 

including: pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities. 

They make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and bicycle to work. 

 

Members of the Neighborhood Complete Streets Commission, working with County 

staff, have been working to create a new Neighborhood Complete Streets (NCS) program 

to be administered by Arlington’s Division of Transportation. 

Arlington currently is developing and implementing Complete Streets projects on some 

arterial streets to improve safety and access for all intended users on noncommercial 

arterial streets as well as improve street aesthetics, stormwater management, and 

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/community-facilities-study/
http://surveymonkey.com/s/ncscriteria
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bioretention (i.e. elements ranging from grass or planting strips to rain gardens). This new 

NCS program is intended to complement the current work on arterial streets and the 

Neighborhood Conservation program. A draft Program Guide has recently been 

completed by the NCSC to address the application of these policies to neighborhood 

streets. The NCSC intends to present the Program Guide to the County Board for 

approval in 2015. 

 

Goals of the Neighborhood Complete Streets Program: 
 Make streets safe for all users of all ages and abilities, including pedestrians, 

bicyclists, motorists and other users; and 

 Preserve or enhance neighborhood character and desired community attributes. 

 

Additional information can be found on the Neighborhood Complete Streets Commission 

(NCSC) webpage. 

 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Nora Palmatier 

 

Amazing turnout despite the snow today (February 26) for the Urban Forestry Roundtable- over 

50 folks.  Keith Pitchford, Consulting Arborist gave a good explanation of biophysical needs of 

trees which is at link below.  Scott Brinitzer told of his experiences working with clients and 

neighbors to save trees during landscaping.   

 

http://treesvirginia.org/images/pdfs/roundtables/pitchfordtreepreservation.pdf  

 

 

Arlington Public Schools – Jim Meikle 
 

Bill Herring, one of our Senior Design and Construction Project Managers is currently taking the 

“Tree Stewards” course. 

 

Long Branch Elementary School will host Arbor Day, though we may need to plant the tree on 

the County side of the ‘invisible’ property line to get the best spot. I’ve told Felicia Russo that 

we cannot cut down her ‘spikeball’ tree and that we’ll meet with her by mid-March. I said Jamie 

would send her a few sample programs. 

 

Vincent attended and can probably report out on the Montague ramp at Ashlawn Elementary.  

 

 
Western Rosslyn Area Plan Study – Steve Campbell 
 

County staff introduced a new concept plan for the WRAPS area last week, at the WRAPS 

working group meeting #10.   

This new plan severely limits or even eliminates 'un-programmed', passive park/ open space, as 

well as the possibility of achieving the goal of 25% overall tree canopy cover in the study area. 

http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2014/12/NCS-Program-DRAFT-10-26-14-clean-3.pdf
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-complete-streets-commission/
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-complete-streets-commission/
http://treesvirginia.org/images/pdfs/roundtables/pitchfordtreepreservation.pdf
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The slide presentation for tonight's (February 25) Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) 

meeting can be viewed by clicking on the "webpage" link below.  The presentation shows the 

new concept plan (slide 7) and compares current park/open space square footages with those 

proposed in the new concept plan (slide 9).  You can also access this information by 'googling' 

"Arlington County LRPC WRAPS" in case the link below is not active. 

 

More information on the WRAPS process can be found on the County website (type "wraps 

homepage" in the search box). 

   

Materials for the LRPC meeting have been posted on the LRPC webpage. 
 
 
 

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/lrpc/

