
 

Long Range Planning Committee Meeting Summary  
April 28, 2015; 8:30 – 10:00 pm  

Room 311   

Topic:  Affordable Housing Study Master Plan and Implementation Framework  

PC Members in Attendance:  Ginger Brown (Meeting Chair), Steve Cole, Nancy Iacomini, Chris Forinash 
 

 

Ginger Brown provided introductory remarks. An update was given by Russell Schroeder from the 

Housing Division.  A summary of main points from the LRPC discussion is described as follows: 

 

Clarifying Questions/Comments 

 There were a few questions about status of the updates to the draft document.  The changes posted 

on the LRPC webpage are reflected in the March 2015 version. 

 There was a comment about encouraging that the Implementation Framework (IF) be adopted along 

with the Master Plan.  As there are actions in the IF which implement policies not identified in the 

Master Plan, it would be appropriate to adopt them both so that all new policies are captured.   

 There was a question if concentration vs distribution was a major topic of discussion at the February 

County Board work session and clarification on the policies which address this issue in the Master 

Plan.  The County Board requested to expand that dialogue in community events.  There are four 

policies in the Master Plan which address this issue: 1) Preserve committed affordable housing; 2) 

Preserve market affordable housing; 3) Locate housing accessible to transit – bus and Metro, and 4) 

Incorporate affordable housing  into new planning efforts in new areas. 

 There was a suggestion to come up with language for another policy such as, “Explore ways to include 

redistribution of housing types throughout the County” 

 One participant also raised an alternative approach in which the affordable housing developers swap 

land in the west end of the County for development locations elsewhere.    

 There was a comment about RA districts and the by-right ability to build townhouses in these 

districts.  Townhouse construction reduces the supply of market rate units, yet we have never 

discussed removing townhouses as a by-right district.  Are there other ways to address this issue? 

 Participants explored the potential implications of the policy to incorporate affordable housing in new 

planning efforts in new areas.  Lee Highway was discussed, and the question was asked how “explore 

flexibility in housing types” could translate into areas like Lee Highway?  Lee Highway is a place to see 

if there are forms that would provide a better transition; built on use and form; and then that turns to 

conversation about how you implement it in terms of zoning.  There will be a very legitimate and 

useful discussion on Lee Highway because the conditions are so unique on that corridor. 

 Staff confirmed that a future study will look at bonus density and community benefits. 

 There have been 4 community forums and 10 commission presentations so far. 

 There was discussion about the Master Plan target and addressing the need for housing that reaches 

the 80 to 120% AMI range.    The Board accepts the target. Planning tools to achieve smaller units 

could reach the 80 to 120% AMI range.  There was discussion about possible approaches. 

 There was discussion about maintaining a healthy balance between residential and commercial.  

 

Next Steps 

 Civic Federation on May 5,Planning Commission Info item in June, May 12 WG meeting 


