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Long Range Planning Committee Meeting Summary 
April 28, 2015; 7:00 pm  
2100 Clarendon Blvd. 311  
Topic:  Washington Vista Special GLUP Study 
PC Members in Attendance: Steve Cole (LRPC Chair), Nancy Iacomini, Jane Siegel, Ginger Briggs Brown, Chris 
Forinash 
Staff in Attendance: Margaret Rhodes, Anthony Fusarelli, Kelly Cornell 
Members of the Public in Attendance: Lucia de Cordre, Tad Lunger, Evan Pritchard, Will Weaver 
 

 Introductory and opening remarks were provided by LRPC Chair Steve Cole. The purpose of the meeting was 
for staff to provide general background information to help the LRPC evaluate planning issues related to the 
subject area and to discuss and refine the scope, study area and process for the proposed study. 

 Margaret Rhodes made a presentation which was followed by LRPC discussion. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LRPC Comments 

 One commissioner asked if the applicant could submit an application for a site plan even if the General Land 
Use Plan (GLUP) designation is not changed. 

 One commissioner wished to know how many more units could be achieved by site plan/bonus provisions as 
opposed to developing by-right under RA6-15 and what the other benefits to developing by site plan are.  

 Another commissioner requested that staff analyze County Board actions on projects in the Colonial Terrace 
area.  Were the projects approved as requested?  What was the County Board’s thinking? 

 This same commissioner asked if peeling the edge away of this conservation area by changing the GLUP 
designation should be entertained or not. 

 One commissioner requested that staff identify all of the properties in the Colonial Terrace area that are 
listed on the Historic Resources Inventory (HRI). 

 One commissioner asked why this area was designated a conservation area in the Rosslyn Transit Station Area 
Study. 

 One commissioner noted that a change to this site could set a precedent for other nearby sites. 

 Another commissioner noted that there is no existing intermediate density or transition area between this 
site and the much taller and more dense buildings, such as Turnberry Towers, in the Rosslyn Coordinated 
Redevelopment District.   

 This same commissioner requested that the three-dimensional modeling that will be presented at the next 
meeting include both street level and birds eye views, as well as existing and planned future projects. 

 One commissioner asked what would happen if another nearby site applied for a GLUP change similar to the 
one requested for this site and it had been decided that a GLUP change was appropriate for this site.  Would 
there be a need for another Special GLUP Study or would this study address nearby sites? 

 One commissioner noted that the subject areas evaluated during the past two Special GLUP Studies (Colony 
House and Bergmann’s) were both isolated areas.  She suggested that, as this is not an isolated site and one 
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that could potentially establish a precedent for other sites in Colonial Terrace, perhaps the applicant should 
be told to wait until a small area plan can be completed. 

 This commissioner also asked if this area should be considered in relation to the transitions in other station 
areas.  What are the transitions between established single-family neighborhoods and higher density 
development in the different station areas?  These transitions vary from station area to station area. 

 One commissioner asked what type of development predated the Highgate townhouses. 

 One commissioner noted that there was a little bonus density available through site plans in the 1980s, but 
that bonuses now are much greater with the current affordable housing and LEED bonuses.  The built form is 
becoming taller and more dense than heretofore.  In some ways, the GLUP and zoning categories have 
effectively changed over time. 

 One commissioner asked if there is a hard cap on the height permitted in RA6-15. 

 Another commissioner asked if a GLUP amendment could be tied to an excavation permit.  She shared her 
concern that the GLUP could be changed and then the site plan might not get built, leaving the potential for a 
request to a higher zoning category. 
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