
 
HOUSING COMMISSION 

 
APPROVED MEETING NOTES – June 4, 2015 

Attendance 
 Present  Present 

Borthwick, Russell Y       Onyebuchi, Joe - 
Blank, Rolf Y Withers, Larry Y 
Bray, Holly Y   

     Browne, Paul - Staff:  
     Certosimo, Jeff - Franklin, Joel Y 
     de Ferranti, Matt - Planning Comm. Liaison:  
     Desai-Seltzer, Khyati -        - 
     Gee, Evelyn Y   

Hogan, Alice Y Disability Advisory Comm Liason  
     Korfanty, Susan Y        Ray, Doris Y 

Lederer, John Y   
 
Held in:  Courthouse Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Blvd, Room 311 
 
Other Staff Present: Sarah Pizzo and Yoomie Ahn of the Housing Division, Department of Community 
Planning, Housing and Development (CPHD) 
 
The Chair, Holly Bray, called the meeting to order. 
 
Approval of Notes 
Holly Bray moved approval of the April 9, 2015 notes, Larry Withers seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Affordable Housing Study 
 
Staff Presentation 
Joel Franklin said that the Affordable Housing Master Plan is going to the Board this month for a 
request to advertise and there have been a few changes since the last time the Commission met.  
There have been concerns raised over concentration of committed affordable housing in certain 
areas of the County so there was an added policy to encourage and incentivize the distribution of 
affordable housing throughout the County.  At the March County Board work session the Board 
directed staff to include a statement of preference for Arlington residents and workers in the Plan.  
There has been concern raised regarding the policy of co-locating housing and public facilities in light 
of the recent Public Land for Public Good process so the County Board directed staff to include the 
approved language regarding the development of housing on parks in the Master Plan.  Changes to 
the Implementation Framework include developing mechanisms within the AHIF guidelines to 
incentivize greater distribution of affordable housing, including considerations for developments in 
higher cost areas and in areas of the County designated by the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) as racially or ethnically concentrated areas of poverty (R/ECAP), AHIF or 
other County funds would only be used for the preservation or replacement of existing affordable 
rental units (MARK’s or CAF’s), or for ownership housing. 
 
 

 



Commission Questions and Discussion 
Doris Ray said that she thought the new language regarding geographic distribution was bad policy 
and is codifying NIMBYS.  Holly Bray added that it limits our ability to make investments in areas that 
need it.  Doris Ray said that the disability community has asked that there be a preference for 
persons with disabilities when receiving rental subsidies.   
 
Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study 
 
Staff Presentation 
Richard Tucker said that the Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study (WRAPS) process has provided an 
opportunity to plan and realize public and private improvements in a coordinated and time-efficient 
manner. The Plan resulting from this process advances a number of recommendations that will lead 
to the realization of many important goals, including a new state-of-the-art school, a new fire station, 
a new County park and additional affordable housing along with private redevelopment within a very 
short timeframe. To begin the process, the County Board adopted a Working Group Charge in May 
2014, which outlined the aforementioned goals for the study. 
 
Increasing the availability of affordable housing, especially within the County’s key transit corridors, 
is a major policy objective. The Queens Court Apartments site, which currently has 39 units and is 
owned by Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing (APAH), a nonprofit affordable housing 
developer, provides an opportunity to expand housing affordability. A major goal of initiating the 
WRAPS process was to find a balance between these important and sometimes competing 
community needs and goals while planning for public and private redevelopment in the area. 
 
Public Comment 
Stuart Stein said that he strongly supports the preservation and addition of affordable housing in the 
plan.  
 
Commission Questions and Discussion 
John Lederer asked what H-B Woodlawn’s thoughts are on this since it seems to fly in the face of 
what H-B is about.  He added that he hoped that they are actively involved.  Richard Tucker said that 
they have engaged the parents and students in the design process.  John Lederer asked what the 
target population is for the school.  Alice Hogan said that she participated in the process and initially 
H-B was reluctant and now they have come around.  She said that it will be more than just H-B and 
that they will have all three programs there.  Holly Bray asked if all the units at the APAH building will 
be affordable and Richard Rucker said that they will.  Holly Bray asked at what affordable levels will 
the units be at and Dave Perrow from APAH said that it will be a tax credit project so below 60% of 
area median income.  Holly Bray also asked if it will all be underground parking and Richard Tucker 
said that it will be.  Evelyn Gee asked if there was any concern about the fire station noise next to a 
residential building and Richard Tucker said that there was and it was discussed a lot.  Evelyn Gee 
asked if there will be any affordable units in the mixed use development and Richard Tucker said 
that will be determined during the site plan process.  Russell Borthwick asked if there will be parking 
for the school and Richard Tucker said there will be parking available for the staff.  Alice Hogan 
asked if the community wanted the twelve stories rather than the six and if that will be reflected in 
the plan and Richard Tucker said that is correct. 
 
Rosslyn Sector Plan 
 
Staff Presentation 
Anthony Fusarelli said that this is a request to advertise public hearings for the adoption of the 
Rosslyn Sector Plan. The draft Rosslyn Sector Plan sets forth planning goals, policies and 
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recommendations to achieve a renewed vision for the Rosslyn Coordinated Redevelopment District 
and nearby public open space and transportation facilities over the next several decades. A few 
examples of the transformative recommendations set forth in the sector plan include the extension 
of the 18th Street corridor, the two-way conversion of Lynn Street and Fort Myer Drive (and the filling 
in of the tunnel of the latter), and the comprehensive revitalization and reimagining of Gateway Park. 
The draft sector plan was prepared by an interdepartmental County staff and consultant team, with 
close coordination with the Rosslyn Process Panel and ongoing outreach with the public community. 
Leading up to the request to advertise, the draft sector plan is continuing to undergo community 
review. Staff will work to address all submitted comments and will recommend proposed revisions 
where warranted before the County Board considers the adoption of the Rosslyn Sector Plan. 
 
He said that they heard that we need deliberate policy to leverage new development in Rosslyn to 
create more affordable housing units in Arlington, and income diversity in the RMSA.  The response 
was a recommendation to direct up to 30% of community benefits contribution value to toward 
affordable housing.  The form of contribution (on-site units, cash contribution for units in RMSA, cash 
contribution for units in Arlington, etc.) will be determined on a project-by-project basis. 
 
Public Comment 
Stuart Stein said that he is here representing the Radnor / Ft. Myer Heights Civic Association 
(RAFOM).  He said that they are concerned with affordable housing and diversity.  The first concern is 
for the current residents not being driven from their homes.  Preservation of affordable housing, 
onsite development of affordable housing and funds being used in Rosslyn or in the nearby 
community are all important.  Pressure is great to create high end development and that the answer 
is not just redevelopment but preservation of what we have. 
 
Commission Questions and Discussion 
Susan Korfanty asked what the objection is by the Planning Commission in providing community 
benefit contributions up to 30% for affordable housing.  Anthony Fusarelli said that there is a 
perceived threat to not being able to provide the other elements because of high cost of them.  Holly 
Bray asked what costs the Planning Commission was considering when recommending the removal 
of the 30% for affordable housing.  Anthony Fusarelli said that there are a number of parks and open 
spaces, new streetscapes and metro entrance improvements.  There was an assumption by the 
Planning Commission that the community benefits would need to be primarily be directed to those 
infrastructure improvements and that the 30% could undermine the ability for the community to pay 
for those improvements.  Staff feels that the 30% recommendation could strike a good balance 
between improvements and affordable housing.  Alice Hogan said that we are going to need an extra 
effort to get affordable units here since so many high end units are coming online.  Russell Borthwick 
asked if there is a formula for figuring out community benefits.  Anthony Fusarelli said that it is a 
negotiated process with each site plan process.  Alice Hogan commented that we need to be strong 
that the 30% for affordable housing needs to remain in there.   
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
10 Year Plan to End Homelessness 
Susan Korfanty said that she is moving and will need to step down from the Commission so a 
representative will be needed.  She said that they are looking at what types of offenses should 
preclude you from getting a lease. 
 
Community Energy Plan 
John Lederer said that they have a meeting tomorrow morning and have a tour this Saturday. 
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Envision Courthouse Square 
Evelyn Gee said they met May 5 and went over all the comments from the Commissions and that 
there is an open house on June 17. 
 
Development Updates 
Yoomie Ahn went over the development updates dated June 4, 2015. 
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