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Subject: Update on Open Space Planning in and surrounding Crystal City 

 

I. Future Park Development in Crystal City – The FY 2015 – 2024 Capital 
Improvement Plan includes funding for open space development in Crystal City.  
The 15th Street Garden Park and Gateway Park are anticipated to be the first 
open spaces developed in the near term.  
 

 15th Street Garden Park (FY16 $450K Design, FY17 $1.8 million 
construction) – DPR is coordinating the timing of the park project with the 
Department of Environmental Services (DES) 15th Street realignment project 
which is estimated to be completed sometime in 2019.  DPR will initiate a 
design process for the park prior to the anticipated completion of the street 
project.      
 

 Gateway Park (FY21 -$400K Design, FY22 $2.2 million construction)  
 

II. Site Plan Conditions for Future Open Space Contributions: 
The developer will contribute these funds to the County as required by site plan 
conditions.  The County has set up a Trust and Agency Account to hold the funds 
for future Crystal City open space acquisition, planning or development.    
 

 1720 S. Eads Street Development – Condition for developer to pay the 
County $272,273, prior to issuance of the Master Certificate of Occupancy.  
Funds are dedicated for use in the implementation and improvement of open 
space in Crystal City.  
 

 400 Army Navy Drive Development – Condition for developer to pay the 
County $1,179,794, prior to issuance of the Master Certificate of Occupancy.  
The condition states the funds are dedicated for use in the implementation 
and improvement of open space in Crystal City. 
 

III. Open Space Improvements in Crystal City Vicinity: 
 

 Long Bridge Park  
 
- A new children’s playground is under construction at the south end of 
Long Bridge Park.  
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- The County is nearing the end of a civic engagement process for the 
proposed Aquatics Center to see whether a re-designed project within 
budget could meet the community’s goals. The Long Bridge Park Advisory 
Committee, will review the suggestions and comments received from a 
survey, meetings and other activities the community participated in these 
past months. The County Manager will present recommendations 
regarding the Aquatics Center to the County Board in January 2016. 
 

 Virginia Highlands Park – Renovation of the tennis and basketball courts, 
lighting and the community field are underway.  Additional site furnishings, 
accessible paths and landscaping are included in the renovation project. 
 

 Nellie Custis Park – Improvements to this 0.8-acre open green space and 
playground will be funded through the Neighborhood Conservation Program.  
A community planning process is underway to determine the scope of the 
park improvements.   
       

 


