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Keith Pitchford 
PitchfordAssociates 

Aboriculture & Environmental Consulting 
 

Subject Tree: 

“So, to summarize, the tree to the right of the house (from the road) should come down 
soon. It’s likelihood of failure would be rated “probable”, which means that it could fail 
under normal weather conditions. “ 

 

Vincent Verweij 
Arlington County Forester, ISA (MA-5379A) 
Department of Parks and Natural Resources 

2700 S Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22206 
 

Subject Tree: 

I concur with Keith Pitchford’s assessment. The tree is at a much higher chance of failure. Its size 
and apparent disease condition is cause for concern. However, the likelihood of failure is not 
imminent. It is not imperative that this tree be removed immediately [under the emergency 
removal provision]. Given the [potential failure] impact it would have, and the level of decline, we 
should err on the side of caution. I would not be surprised if this tree would start failing within 5 
years, at the latest. It has run out of soil space, and has a severe fungal infection. 

Given the fair health (about 55%), species rating (80%), and size, replacement comes out to 72 * 
0.5 * 0.8 = 28.8. 

Removal of this tree would require 6 tree replacements per our guidelines 
(http://topics.arlingtonva.us/building/tree-replacement-guidelines/ ) 

That being said, that might be onerous for the size of the site. I would be fine with a reduction to 
3 trees, with an inspection after planting by an urban forester. Coordinate species with urban 
forestry before sourcing the replacements. 

 

 

 

 

http://topics.arlingtonva.us/building/tree-replacement-guidelines/


Blackgum/Nyssa sylvatica

American linden/Tilia americana

American elm/Ulmus americana 'Valley Forge'

Tree to be removed
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