
  

ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 
November 4, 2015 

 

The Honorable Mary Hynes, Chair 

Arlington County Board 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 

Arlington, VA  22201 

 

Subject: Stratford School Addition  

 

Dear Chair Hynes: 

 

A member of the Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) has participated actively in the Public 

Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) on the proposed Stratford School addition and apprised the 

commission of the process.  We understand that the other siting options reviewed by PFRC for 

this proposed addition would have resulted in significant loss of green space from the overall site 

and on that basis, and in these specific circumstances, we do not object to the current proposal to 

site an addition to Stratford School on the parkland parking lot.   However, we strongly believe 

that repurposing parkland for other uses should be a last resort and that a broader community 

discussion about acknowledging, valuing and replacing parkland lost to other uses is necessary.  

 

We also understand that the planned Stratford Park renovation will be possible since the 

proposed siting will be limited to the existing parking lot. Moreover, this site minimizes tree loss, 

minimizes impact to the Resource Protection Area, and satisfies the Historic Affairs and 

Landmark Review Board, as well as provides the necessary expansion capacity. We recognize 

the efforts of staff in various County departments including Planning, Parks and Recreation, and 

Transportation to address several documented needs.  

 

However, the Commission strongly objects to the proposed road (‘high road’) cutting through the 

property from Old Dominion/ Route 29 to Vacation Lane. Site analysis by project architects and 

County Transportation staff indicate that the proposed road is not necessary for fire or safety 

issues. The proposed road increases project costs (estimated at $2.36 million), as well as likely 

development time because it would require extensive hillside excavation. Trees would be lost as 

the playing field would need to be shifted to the east. Moreover, the PRC has heard from 

concerned neighbors that the proposed road would reduce tree canopy and increase short car trips 

on other neighborhood streets. Indeed, the PFRC’s own Principles of Civic Design, Civic Values 

state “optimize open space for public relaxation and recreation, and minimize building footprint 

and areas used for parking, on-site roads, and service drives.”  The proposed road does not meet 

these values. 

 

 

 



We appreciate having this opportunity to share our views with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Caroline Haynes, Chair 

Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

cc:   Arlington County Manager 

 Director, Department of Parks and Recreation  

 Members, Arlington School Board 

 
 


