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 Jane Gilmer Wilhelm was a proud native Virginian and long-time resident of Arlington County.  
She dedicated her working life to helping the children of Northern Virginia, and raised four kids of her 
own as a single mother at 2723 North Harrison Street in Arlington.  It was her inspiration that the land 
along the east side of North Harrison, including her own property, should become a public park 
specifically intended for the use of Arlington’s young children, and her efforts were instrumental in the 
eventual establishment of Chestnut Hills Park on that spot. 

Jane Wilhelm was born in Norton, Wise County, in the coal region of Southwest Virginia.   She 
graduated from Norton High School and the College of William and Mary, where she majored in 
Classics, and went on to receive a Master’s Degree in Religious Studies from Duke University. 

 Although her life’s journey took her to many other places, including Georgia, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Iowa, and California, as well as Burma, she spent most of her life in Virginia, and always 
considered herself a Virginian.   For most of her working life she was a teacher, guidance counselor, and 
assistant principal in the public schools of Northern Virginia, primarily in Fairfax County.  She taught 
night school for many years at the Northern Virginia Community College.  She always took a special 
interest in troubled and at-risk kids, which led her to spend the last years of her career as Director of the 
former Glaydin School, a boarding school in Leesburg, Virginia, for children who had struggled in 
traditional school environments.    

Before starting at Glaydin, she took a break from education for several years to serve as the first 
Director of Community Affairs for Robert E. Simon, founder of Reston, Virginia.  In that capacity she 
planned the schools, churches, and community centers for Reston, then a pioneering planned community.  
After her retirement she was honored by the Reston Chamber of Commerce and the Reston Inter-Faith 
Committee as “Reston Person of the Year.”  Mr. Simon introduced her when she was presented that 
award. 

 She was an active member of Rock Spring Congregational Church in Arlington, where she served 
as Director of Religious Education and Chair of the Social Action Committee.  She was an unsung active 
supporter of school integration during the tumultuous years of Virginia’s resistance to the Supreme 
Court’s ruling in Brown vs. Board of Education. 

 Her children attended Yorktown, when it was an elementary school, and Williamsburg Junior 
High School.  Because of the boundary-shifting that accompanied the construction of Yorktown High 
School, she had children who attended Washington-Lee and Wakefield High Schools as well as 
Yorktown High.  One of her sons, Henry G. Wilhelm, was inducted into the Yorktown High School Hall 
of Fame. 

Her small house on North Harrison Street, like the two adjacent houses, had a spacious yard that 
backed up onto the Greenbrier playing fields.  She noticed that older kids made heavy use of the fields, 
but younger children had no public place in the neighborhood to play.  As her own kids grew up and left 
home, she proposed to the County that it buy the three contiguous lots and turn them into a park, and she 
organized her neighbors to take part in the plan.  Over time, with the hard work and cooperation of 
numerous people in the community, these efforts resulted in the construction and later the expansion of 
Chestnut Hills Park.  



 After Arlington County acquired the land on North Harrison Street, Jane Wilhelm moved to 2921 
North Dinwiddie Street, and lived there until her retirement to Reston.  In her later years she took great 
joy in sitting on a bench in Chestnut Hills Park and watching children play in the place she had raised her 
own children.  Her family would very much appreciate the placement of a small plaque remembering her, 
on one of those benches. 
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