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Urban Forestry Commission 

February 25, 2016 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

Attendance 
Nora Palmatier 

Karen Kumm Morris 

Caroline Haynes 

Phil Klingelhofer 

Taylor Pool 

Paul Campanella 

Alex Sanders 

Steve Campbell 

Mikaila Milton 

State and County Staff 
Jamie Bartalon, DPR 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

Rachel Jackson, DPR 

Jim Meikle, APS 

Kirsten Buhls, VCE 

 

Guests 
John Wingard 

 

 

 

Public Comment 
 

There was no public comment. 

 

 

2016 Notable Tree Awards – John Wingard, Tree Steward 
 

John Wingard presented photographs, information and recommendations for 26 trees that were 

nominated for 2016 Notable Tree Awards.  Nominations for 15 of the trees were submitted by 

residents.  Mr. Wingard nominated the remaining 11 trees.  Mr. Wingard measured and rated all 

trees between November and January.  Mr. Rodney Olsen provided assistance with measuring 

trees in Arlington Village.  Owners of trees in other locations also sometimes assisted with 

measurements. 

 

Mr. Wingard explained the different categories of Notable Tree designations (Size/Age, Unusual 

Species, Historic Interest, and Special Significance to Neighborhood).  He also explained that 

trees may be considered for a plaque if the tree and plaque can be easily viewed from public 

property (such as within a park or along a street/sidewalk).  Trees that are not easily viewed from 

public property but still designated as Notable Trees are awarded a certificate. 

 

After viewing photographs and discussing the measurements/score of each tree, as well as its 

viability from public property and comparison to other trees of the same species on the Notable 

tree list, the Urban Forestry Commission voted to award plaques to 12 trees and certificates to 11 

trees. 

 

Plaques and certificates will be presented to the owners of Notable Trees at the April 19 County 

Board meeting.  Jamie Bartalon will notify owners of the status of their trees by mail, including 

information on the awards ceremony. 
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2016 Arbor Day Planning 
 

Jim Meikle (APS) reported that Oakridge Elementary School has expressed interest in hosting 

this year’s Arbor Day ceremony in late April.  He will confirm their ability to host this year’s 

celebration within the next few days.  Jamie Bartalon will work with the principal on a program 

for the ceremony.  Staff’s preferred days for this year’s event are April 25, 26 or 27. 

 

 

Input for Development of Arlington’s Annual Audit Plan 
 

Nora Palmatier summarized a memo sent to commission chairs from County Board Vice 

Chairman Jay Fisette and Board member John Vihstadt, requesting commission input on 

programs to consider for review as part of Arlington’s Annual Audit Plan.  The audit will focus 

on examining program performance, efficiency and effectiveness.  Input from commissions is 

requested by March 18. 

 

Nora Palmatier suggested that UFC input could focus on an examination of the County’s 

contracting process, including whether sufficient staff resources are allocated for writing, 

reviewing and awarding contracts, as well as resources needed to effectively monitor contractor 

performance. 

 

Caroline Haynes noted that the Park and Recreation Commission is considering several items to 

recommend for inclusion in the Annual Audit Plan, including: accounting for the value of 

parkland when its use or transfer is being considered as part of development plans for building or 

expanding schools; ensuring that community benefits designated during the Site Plan process are 

being provided and implemented as intended by Site Plan Conditions after developments are in 

place; and, a review to ensure that bond funding designated for the acquisition of parkland is 

being used for that purpose, and not being redirected to meet other needs. 

 

Nora Palmatier will circulate a draft letter for UFC review and approval. 

 

 

 

FY 2017 Proposed Budget 
 

Jamie Bartalon provided a brief overview of DPR’s portion of the County Manager’s proposed 

FY 2017 budget, which was released on February 20.  The budget outlook for FY 2017 is good, 

with increases proposed for tree planting and an additional FTE (position) for stormwater 

management compliance. 

 

Since tree planting is a requirement of Arlington’s MS4 Permit, All DPR tree planting in the FY 

2017 proposed budget will be funded through the County’s Stormwater Fund.  The proposed 

budget includes funding to plant 820 trees, a significant increase over the current base budget 

(440 trees) and the base budget plus one-time funding provided in FY 2016 (702 trees). 
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Funding for a new position to ensure DPR compliance with MS4 stormwater management 

requirements is also proposed to be provided through the County’s Stormwater Fund in the FY 

2017 budget.  The position is necessary in order to ensure that staff expertise and resources are 

available to conduct required inspections, monitoring and maintenance of stormwater 

management facilities on park properties. 

 

UFC members were supportive of the proposal for additional funding for tree planting and 

stormwater management compliance to be provided by the Stormwater Fund.  Commission 

members agreed that the UFC should also recommend that additional funding for tree 

maintenance should be included in the FY 2017 budget.  Nora Palmatier will focus on tree 

maintenance needs during comments she’ll make on behalf of the UFC at DPR’s County Board 

budget worksession (on March 16).  Taylor Pool will draft a UFC budget comment letter 

stressing the need for additional tree maintenance funding.  The letter will be circulated among 

UFC members for review and comment before being sent to the County Board. 

 

Jamie Bartalon provided the following timeline for adoption of DPR’s FY 2017 budget: 

 March 3 - DPR budget briefing conference call for commissions.  Taylor Pool and Ed Hilz 

will participate. 

 March 16 - DPR budget work session with the County Board.  Nora Palmatier will comment 

on behalf of the UFC. 

 March 29 and 31 - County Board budget hearings. 

 April 16 - County Board adoption of the FY 2017 budget. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Minutes from the January 28, 2016 UFC meeting were approved. 

 

 

Staff Reports 
 

Jamie Bartalon announced that a working group is being assembled to provide input on concepts 

that will lead to the development of an Area Plan for Four Mile Run and a Park Master Plan for 

Jennie Dean Park.  Representatives from several commissions, including the UFC, will be 

appointed by the County Board to serve on the working group.  It is anticipated that the working 

group will meet once or twice a month for 12 to 18 months.  Nora Palmatier volunteered to 

represent the UFC, and Paul Campanella will serve as back-up. 

 

Rachel Jackson provided the following updates: 

 Field renovations at Tuckahoe Park are about to begin. 

 Plans for improvements to High View Park are going through the permitting process. 

 

Vincent Verweij provided the following updates: 

 The addition to McKinley Elementary School has been completed.  Site work is still in 

process and tree protection fencing is still up. 
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 Staff are providing additional information to APS on Site Plan Conditions for Abingdon 

Elementary School expansion. 

 Installation of a pedestrian ramp and additional tree planting must still be completed for the 

Ashlawn Elementary School project. 

 APS is considering a slight reduction to the size of the field planned at Stratford School, 

which could help to preserve some trees.  However, the “High Road” option through the site 

is still being considered.  The UFC continues to be concerned about this option and its impact 

to trees. 

 DPR staff continues to work with DES staff on improvements to design details for 

stormwater management tree pits. 

 DPR staff are working with CPHD on plans for the Nauck Square development at Shirlington 

Road and South Kenmore Street.  Walter Hood, Associates is the designer for the project. 

 A large white oak tree on an historic property on 8th Street South in Alcova Heights had to be 

removed because of hazardous conditions caused by severe decay. 

 Information on the planned iTree assessment project has been posted on Arlington County’s 

website. 

 

 

Commission Member Reports 

 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) – Caroline Haynes’ NRJAG report is 

attached.  

 

Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes’ Park and Recreation Commission report 

is attached. 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris’ Planning Activities Report is attached.  Ms. Kumm 

Morris also provided the following information and updates: 

 Ms. Kumm Morris suggested that the UFC should submit comments recommending that 

more information regarding tree planting best practices and soil volume should be included 

in the Lee Highway Corridor Design Report. 

 A letter was received from Bowman Consultants responding to UFC’s comments on the 

Rosslyn Plaza PDSP.  Plans include buildings that are cantilevered 50 feet above sidewalks 

and trees.  Ms. Kumm Morris suggested that a UFC representative should speak at the 

Planning Commission or County Board meeting regarding tree-related concerns associated 

with the PDSP.  She volunteered to draft a letter to the Planning Commission if a UFC 

representative cannot attend their meeting. 

 

Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) – Steve Campbell reported that the February 

PFRC meeting on Wilson School was cancelled.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 16th.  

He expressed continuing concerns that plans do not include street trees along the bus drop-off 

and field on 18th Street North. 

 

Rosslyn Highlands Park+ - See PFRC Report (above). 
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Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) – Alex Sanders’ E2C2 Report is 

attached 

 

Tree Stewards – Steve Campbell’s Tree Steward Report is attached. 

 

Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier’s Tree Canopy Fund report is attached. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Nora Palmatier’s Northern Virginia Urban 

Forestry Roundtable report is attached. 

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) – Phil Klingelhofer’s NCAC 

report is attached. 

 

Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) – Dean Amel’s PSMP report is attached. 

 

Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) – No report. 

 

Arlington Public Schools (APS) – Jamie Bartalon reported on Jim Meikle’s behalf that 

$100,000 for landscape maintenance is included in the APS FY 2017 proposed budget.  Mr. 

Meikle also wanted to convey his thanks to Tree Stewards for the recent pruning that they 

performed at Washington and Lee High School. 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) – No report. 

 

 

New Business 
 

No new business was discussed. 
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Attachments to February 25, 2016 Urban Forestry Commission Meeting Summary: 
 

 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) – Caroline Haynes 

 

Rod Simmons, Natural Resource Specialist in Alexandria, presented on the progress of the 

Alexandria side of the Four Mile Run restoration project, which was more successful than 

initially anticipated. 

 

The annual progress report on implementation of the Natural Resources Management Plan was 

approved and sent to the Board. 

 

 

Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) – Caroline Haynes 
 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
Duke Banks provided a presentation on the history of Gulf Branch Nature center.  A series of 

events are planned for the 50th anniversary to be celebrated in June. 

 

CivFed Land Acquisition Resolution 
Duke Banks and Rick Epstein reported on the resolution adopted on a 63-1-1 vote at the 

February 2 Civic Federation meeting to set a target of 3 acres per year over a 10 year period for 

land acquisition for parks and to set a goal of no net loss of existing parkland.  The resolution 

was endorsed by PRC.  CivFed President presented the resolution to the County Board at 

Saturday's County Board meeting, where several members noted that a land acquisition policy 

should be included in the upcoming PSMP Update/POPS (Plan for Our Places and Spaces). 

 

County Audit Plan 
PRC will be sending a letter to the Board recommending audits of a number of items.  The letter 

is currently being circulated and I will share with UFC once it is finalized. 

 

 

Planning Activities – Karen Kumm Morris 

 
Planning Initiatives  

 Community Facilities Study –No new info. Nora Palmatier is tracking.  County staff to 

provide preliminary comments by Feb. 2016.  Final staff recommendations and 

community comments expected by September 2016. 

 

 Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study (WRAPS) - Steve Campbell will provide an 

update. 

 

 Lee Highway Corridor –Design Charrette Draft Report presented on Feb. 6.  Strong 

community support for street trees and increased tree canopy.  Open for comments to be 

received March, 2016.   Could use more comments in support of more soil volume, and 
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best practices in soil amendments, page. 28, and implementation steps calling for 

establishing standards for streetscape, page 59. 

 

 Columbia Pike and Crystal City Reassessment – County has announced a new 

“Premium” Bus Service for Columbia Pike.  

 

 PSMP – Public Spaces Master Plan, Staff held first of a series of public meetings on Feb. 

4.  Two more public meetings planned for Spring. Final plan coming out in late summer.  

Natural areas and tree canopy received significant support by participants in Feb. 4 

meeting.  Dean Amel serves on task force.  

 

SPRC Site Plans (Approved) 

 

FBC Use Permit – Village Center Preliminary Proposal - Food Star shopping center at the 

northeast corner of Columbia Pike and S. George Mason Drive.  6 story, town square, 

365 residential units, underground parking garage.   Approved with significant public 

square.  

 

SPRC Site Plans (active) 

 

The Berkeley – SP #431, located south of S. Glebe Road adjacent to Four Mile Run.  Proposal 

for 2 5-story residential building, 287 units.  Amount of tree plantings and street trees 

could be increased.  Gap along S. Glebe Road could be planted with street trees if County 

allows trees to be planted over deep sanitary storm drains Also, behind Building #2, 

adjacent to the playground, there is an opportunity to plant canopy trees not in conflict 

with the fire lane. 

Need to write a letter to CB requesting additional shade trees.   Will be coming 

before CB in March. 

 

750 N. Glebe Road, Mazda Site, SP#440, Ballston – On going SPRC review.   

A 12 story, brick residential development at the corner of Wilson and Glebe that steps 

down to 4/5 stories on the existing community side of the block.  Currently developed 

with the Rosenthal Mazda Dealership and surface parking and Enterprise Rent-a-Car.    

 

There are many issues related to building mass, street network, loss of existing service 

alley and open space raised by the community.  Proposed tree planting plans are good, 

but additional canopy is possible at the corner of Vermont and Tazewell Street.   

 

Opportunity to request increased soil volume and horticultural soils (not structural soils) 

for the street trees.  Need to have UFC to request that all street trees be replaced and 

planted with a min. of 1,000 cf, of sandy loam (not structural soil).   If the tree pits are to 

be used as SWM bioretention ponds, UFC should request that an alternative design be 

used to avoid restricting the species to only wet tolerant trees that can handle stormwater 

collection in the sunken tree pit.  
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2000 Clarendon Blvd. SP #441, Courthouse – located just east of N. Courthouse Road.  

Proposal for 90 residential units, 13 story building with ground floor retail.  Proposal 

includes 7 street trees along Clarendon.  Graphic shows a multi stem tree, should be 

canopy trees.  Standard request for continuous soil panel, 1,000 cf. of soil, and sandy 

loam soil amendments.  

 

Rosslyn Plaza, PDSP,  SP#422, Rosslyn – Letter received from Bowman Consultants 

responding to UFC’s letter requesting shade tolerant trees, real soil (not gravel based soil), and 

50 foot height building extensions. 

 

 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) – Alex Sanders 

 

E2C2 met on Monday, February 22 and heard a presentation on street lighting policy and 

strategy in Arlington. We also discussed a draft of an E2C2 produced document on lighting and a 

letter on the PSMP process so far. 

 

 

Tree Stewards – Steve Campbell 

 

 The 2016 Tree Steward Class began February 2nd.  Fifteen trainees have signed up (11 from 

Arlington).  Vincent presented "Arlington County's Urban Forest" to the class last Tuesday.  

Excellent presentation slides!  If you would like to see them, go to 'treestewards.org' then 

click on 'Class Materials 2016' to find Vincent's slides.  Rachel will present to the class 

March 1st: "Extreme Urban Planting-Streets and Sidewalks". 

 

 Tree Stewards finished pruning the all the trees at Washington Lee High School.  Six 

volunteers participated one day and eleven the second day. 

 

 

Tree Canopy Fund/Tree Distribution – Nora Palmatier 

 

There is a meeting Friday with PDR staff to discuss the possibility for co-pays and creating more 

publicity for both.  Steve Campbell, Elenor Hodges and myself will be attending. 

 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – Nora Palmatier 
 

First one on Soil Amendments has 80 registered for Feb. 25 and we hope there will be room for 

all who show!  May Roundtable is on SITES impact on urban area, fall topic is forest health 

planning, and winter is working with HOAs. Stormwater credits will be included in a Roundtable 

as soon as revisions are proposed by EPA. 
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Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) – Phil Klingelhofer 
 

On February 11, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) held its monthly 

meeting, with the action items listed below.  While I was unable to attend the meeting, I have 

included the links on related to Arlington’s new StormwaterWise program and stormwater 

management issues that were discussed. 

 

 Presentation by Jason Papacosma, Office of Sustainability and Environmental Management, 

Department of Environmental Services. 

Here are the links from the presentation regarding stormwater.  

StormwaterWise 

http://environment.arlingtonva.us/stormwaterwise/ 

 

For those interested in learning more about the Chesapeake Bay ‘pollution budget’ (aka 

TMDL): 

County: 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/environment/chesapeake-bay-tmdl-action-

plan/ 

 

State: 

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/ChesapeakeBay/ChesapeakeBayTMDL.asp

x 

 

EPA: 

http://www.epa.gov/chesapeake-bay-tmdl 

 

 Update on NC Active Portfolio 

 

 

Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) – Dean Amel 
 

Since our January meeting, the only development on the Public Spaces Master Plan update was 

the series of public meetings held early this month. I know that many of you participated in one 

or more of those meetings. My favorite moment came when one of the advisory group members 

found a prominent Arlington activist trying to skew the results by sticking a large number of dots 

on his favorite choices among programs and facilities, even though he had earlier been told that 

was cheating. 

http://environment.arlingtonva.us/stormwaterwise/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/environment/chesapeake-bay-tmdl-action-plan/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/environment/chesapeake-bay-tmdl-action-plan/
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/ChesapeakeBay/ChesapeakeBayTMDL.aspx
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/ChesapeakeBay/ChesapeakeBayTMDL.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/chesapeake-bay-tmdl

