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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at 7:30 PM 

Courthouse Plaza Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Azalea Room on the Lobby Level 

 
***6:30 p.m. Bill Thomas Award with County Board, followed by reception in Cherry-

Dogwood Room. PRC members are encouraged to attend award ceremony and reception.*** 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:30-7:35) 

• Commission consider March 2018 minutes 
 
 
Public Comment (7:35-7:40) 
 
 
2017 Urban Tree Canopy Report [Vincent Verweij, DPR] (7:40-8:05) 
 
 
DPR Athletic and Facilities Services Discussion Topics [Pete Lusk, DPR] (8:05-8:25) 

• Facility Rentals 

• Quincy Deck 
 
 
1770 Crystal Drive – Crystal Drive Block G (Retail Building/Park; follow-up from February 2018 
PRC Meeting) [Applicant and County Staff] (8:25-8:50) 
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Priorities (8:50-9:20) 
 
 
Staff Report (9:20-9:25) 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (9:25-9:30) 

• 55+ (Andrea Walker) 

• As noted previously, 55+ office moves to Madison in May. 

• A reminder that Fitness Day at Langston-Brown is Fri, May 11, 9-3.  This is a 
chance to check out 55+ fitness classes at no charge. 
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• DHS/55+ Open House at Walter Reed on May 23 (Wed), 11-12:30. Check out 
congregate meal program and the Arlington Adult Day Program. 
 

• APS (Jim Miekle) 

• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn/Nereide Ellis) 

• The Bike Element MTP has not met since the March PRC. The working group will 
next meet on Wed. 4/25. 
 

• Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 

• Civic Federation (Jesse Boeding/Duke Banks)) 

• Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 

• Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 

• Please see attachment to the agenda from Commissioner Grace.  
 

• From Commissioner Haynes:  The working group met April 12 and reviewed the 
Request to Advertise (RTA) on the Four Mile Run Valley Framework Plan that will 
be considered by the board at the carryover County Board meeting on Tuesday, 
April 24. The working group voted to support Option 1 of the Jennie Dean Park 
concept plan on a vote of 14-9.  Both park concept plans are included in the RTA, 
but only one design is expected to be included in the Framework Plan to be 
considered for adoption at the May County Board meeting. 
 

• Grants/Awards Committee 
- Bill Thomas Award (Duke Banks/Shruti Kuppa) 

 

• Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 

• The last several meetings have involved very lively conversation around a large 
rectangular field that will accommodate football, soccer, lacrosse, field hockey 
and track, a swimming pool, tennis courts. Still in discussion if a field is the goal 
then Patrick Henry Elementary School will be torn down. Decisions will need to be 
made but all members of the group are expressing their opinions about what is 
needed in this location for the future continue until a budget is in place by APS. 
 

• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• No meeting held in March.  JFAC will consider its 2018 work plan at the 4/25 
meeting.   
 

• Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 

• the Arlington County Board approved the FY 2019 Budget.  
 

• Included is an $85,000 grant to the Lee Highway Alliance (increased from 
$60,500) and an allocation of $615,000 for the Lee Highway Planning Initiative 
(increased from $250,000). 
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• Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 

• Last night (Apr 23) was first meeting of the Long Bridge Fees Working Group, 
chaired by Paul Holland, formerly of PRC. Staff leader is Pete Lusk. Group’s 
charge is to recommend:  

- (i)  fees for memberships, passes, other uses of Long Bridge (e.g. events) 
while being aware of neighboring jurisdictions’ fees; (ii) membership 
duration, daily pass types, membership/rate classifications.  Includes single 
adults, families, seniors, businesses, visiting groups. (iii) membership 
reciprocity between APS and Long Bridge/and (iv) between existing DPR 
memberships and 55+.   

- Focus of May meeting (date to be set) will be prep for survey (stat valid) by 
consultant of Arlington residents.  Survey to be distributed this summer 
w/results in Sept.  Group’s final report to be drafted fall 2018 w/report to 
Board Jan 2019. 

 

• Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 

• Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 

• The primary objective of the recent in-person meeting revolved around reopening 
the discussion about Madison Manor park, more specifically obtain community 
feedback on the potential final layout options. Although the meeting was open to 
the entire county, there was a relatively adequate number of Arlington County 
residents that came out and join in the session at McKinley Elementary, 
expressed their final thoughts and opinions, and voiced some of their last-minute 
questions/concerns. During the meeting, some of the questions that project 
members addressed were, “what were the noticeable changes between the two 
final options presented? Are the restrooms and storage facilities implemented in 
both layout options and ADA accessible? Has the project member made the 
“active core area” more accessible for biking in either option? What are some of 
the alterations made to the playground? Lastly, what type of grass will be utilized 
the field?” Furthermore, the next step that Madison Manor project team is taking 
would be to initiate the bid solicitation process until October 2018. 
 

• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Ellis/Howell)] 

• Ken Rosenthal, Naturalist at Gulf Branch Nature Center, provided background 
information on the upcoming City Nature Challenge, April 27-30, as well as 
training on using iNaturalist to record observations of local nature. Arlington is 
included in the DC metro area challenge and there are about 20 different 
observation events that will be held in Arlington parks. Everyone is encouraged to 
participate in this bio-blitz event that encompasses over 60 cities on five 
continents. More information and sign-up for events: 
https://citynaturechallengedc.wordpress.com  

https://citynaturechallengedc.wordpress.com/
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• Arlington will be conducting a separate bio-blitz on September 8, 2018 so 
engaging residents to participate in this citizen science event now, and having 
data from the two seasons will be especially helpful. 

 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 

• No changes since the last PRC meeting.  Vote on new projects is in June. 
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 

• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

• Advisory Group will meet on Friday, April 27 from 8-11AM to review Privately 
Owned Public Open Spaces and urban open space design guidelines. This is a 
follow up to the requests made by PRC over the past couple of years to highlight 
the importance of these spaces in the more densely populated corridors.   
 

• Staff is working on a revised POPS draft, and the advisory committee will be 
reviewing sections as they are made available. The full revised draft is expected 
to be ready for public review in June. 

 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 

• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
- 1770 Crystal Drive 

The Planning Commission has continued with Long Run Planning Committee 
and Site Plan Review Committee meetings.  The discussion has revolved 
around the concept of a corner building at Crystal Drive and 18th St.  This is 
at the site where a park/open space had originally been envisioned by 
Crystal City Sector Plan.  The neighboring communities generally are 
opposed to a corner retail building, although the applicant has committed 
to providing the same amount of open space as originally proposed under 
the Sector Plan.  In May the County Board will consider options that would 
consider a block plan change for the site with and without a corner building.  
A more specific proposal for the site would wait for the applicant to work 
out issues with Metro concerning the new Crystal City stop.  Concepts will 
be discussed at the 4/24 meeting when the applicant provides a follow-up 
presentation.   
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 

• The Sports Commission met March 27.  The commission discussed future plans 
for the career center site.  The site has been suggested for a possible fourth high 
school.  However, give the size and location, near the intersection of Walter Reed 
Dr. and Columbia Pike, it seems unlikely that the sports amenities needed for 
VHSL completion could be sited there.  As a result, sports activities may have to 
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be conducted off site.  There was an extensive brief by County staff of the issues 
related to indoor sports and facilities use.  The central driver is the winter youth 
and high school recreational basketball leagues.  Many of the issues facing the 
field sports are mirrored for the indoor sports---growth in enrollments and limited 
facilities.  The future will be to manage the space available to the extent possible 
and work to find additional resources.  There was some discussion of a new 
Futsal league that has been targeted to reach communities that are underserved 
by other sports offerings.  Finally, there was a 4MRV update by the Chair which 
contained similar information as to the proved to the PRC. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

• The Urban Forestry Commission meeting of March 29 had two major agenda 
items. Richard Tucker, CPHD, and Marco Rivero, DPR, presented an overview of 
the current status of the Four Mile Run Valley planning process, including the 
draft policy framework. This was essentially the same presentation PRC had in 
February, although some discussion focused on the Jennie Dean Park process, 
which has continued to evolve. The second item was a discussion led by Urban 
Forester Vincent Verweij on the recent tree canopy report. This discussion had the 
benefit of canopy change data by census tract, much more detailed than the 
earlier neighborhood data and maps. The additional detail allowed a clearer 
indication of specific areas of tree growth and planting impacts, as well as 
canopy loss from development. In particular, it provided evidence of single family 
residential tracts in which significant numbers of tear-downs, to include nearly all 
trees to allow larger home footprints, has significantly reduced canopy. 

 
 
Other Business (9:30-9:35) 
 

• Quick update on The Playground at Rosslyn Highlands Park (to be located within the 
current Queens Court Apartments site).  

 
 
Next Meeting: May 22, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 


