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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
April 24, 2018 

 
*Note: Meeting commenced at 7:30 p.m. due to County Board presentation of the Bill Thomas 
Awards and a reception honoring the recipients of the award following the presentation.   
 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair      
Duke Banks 
Jesse Boeding 
Gerald Brandt (in for Jim Miekle) 
Nereide Ellis 
Jim Feaster 
Caroline Haynes 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Kevin Rachlin 
Andrea Walker 
Kirubel Fessesework 
Steve Finn 
Nathan Gould 
Cindy Krech 
Jim Feaster 
 
Guests:  
Eric Bozoian  
Nick Cumings 
Angela Dickey 
Mary Glass 
Josh Handler 
Kit Norland 
Suzanne S. Sundburg 
  
County Staff: 
Diane Probus, Associate Planner, Stand-in PRC Staff Liaison, DPR 
Jeremy Smith, Landscape Architect, DPR 
Margaret Tulloch Rhodes, Associate Planner, CPHD 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Shruti Kuppa 
Michael Grace 
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Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 
The Commission considered their March 2018 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting 
minutes.  PRC Chair, Mr. Bill Ross, noted that he received edits from members for the March 
minutes and those were incorporated into the final March minutes.  With no objections, the 
Commission approved the minutes with the amendments. 
 
Mr. Ross announced that due to budget cuts in the 2019 budget, as of July 1, the building’s garage 
will begin extending the hours for paid parking up until 8 p.m. on week nights.    
 
 
Public Comment:   

 
Mr. Joshua Handler - NOVA Parks Project at Upton Hill Park  

• Expressed continuing concerns about NOVA Parks plan for Upton Hills Par, including the 
removal of trees, funding by Fairfax County that will affect Arlington residents, and lights 
at the renovated playground.  

• He requests PRC to draft a new letter about this project and that PRC correspondence 
with NOVA parks be forwarded. 
 

   Commissioner Responses  
• PRC Chair, Mr. Ross, stated that he had written to NOVA Parks to get information about the 

project.  He noted that NOVA Parks has talked to a number of commissions and the County 
Board.  He is not aware of strong objections from groups to the project and that the PRC had 
no plans to write another letter to the Board.    

• Another commissioner stated that he does not see a reason to send a letter to the Board 
because they will not be taking an action on the project as it is.  Nova Parks has worked with 
the community and the county is moving ahead with the project. 

• There was other discussion on the importance of neighborhood input and the role of the 
closest civic association, which officially endorsed the park plans.       

• It was also stated that It is okay to speak up for a viewpoint but not to disregard that others 
may have a different view.    

  
Ms. Angela Dickey - Arlington Tree Action Group   

• Tree canopy is under threat from development and little is being done to protect 
Arlington’s tree canopy.   There is not significant investment to care for trees.  Other 
County programs are well funded.  The County does not have funding for educating the 
County residents on how to care for their trees on their property.  Arlington Tree Action 
Group would like PRC to advocate for more funding for trees and to have a meeting in the 
future to discuss the care of trees.  

 
Ms. Mary Glass – Arlington Tree Action Group  

• Why do residents have to make last minute efforts to express disagreement with 
projects?  Residents should be involved early on in the development process and they 
have not been allowed to be involved enough, such as for Donaldson Run Tributary B 
Restoration Project, which will remove a large number of trees.  They would like better 
funding for tree maintenance.  
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Ms. Suzanne Sundburg –  
• Provided a handout to PRC members titled, “Comments delivered at the 4-24-18 Park & 

Recreation Commission Meeting.”  She expressed concern about the County’s recent tree 
canopy study and its use for policy discussions. 

  
  
 
Agenda Items 
 
2017 Urban Tree Canopy Report [Vincent Verweij, DPR]  
 
Mr. Verweij, Forestry Section Supervisor, gave a presentation about the 2017 Urban Tree Canopy 
Report.   
 
Commissioner Responses and Questions 

• Will the census data be posted online?  
Mr. Verweij stated that staff will post the census data which is very complete, on the 
County website.   
 

• What did you mean about improving the messaging in the future when reporting these 
studies?    
Mr. Verweij responded that staff should in the future provide a more balanced statement 
about the study results.  

 
• How do we interpret the different perspectives that we are hearing about data inaccuracy?   

Mr. Verweij said there are aspects of the study that will need review. Mr. Verweij agreed 
that there is a margin of error in the study and will request the author of the study to 
prepare a white paper to answer statistical data questions, including the question 
concerning 1% differences in results over years.  
 

• A commissioner responded saying the data shows countywide averages and that at a census 
level the study provides more useful information.   
Mr. Verweij stated that the study does not count trees but counts the amount of tree 
canopy in the County.  He wants to empower the public with this type of data and stated 
that this information may be shared with civic associations if requested.   

 
• A commissioner stressed that in terms of tree canopy the commission should have a 

framework for what the PRC is advocating for.       
 
 
DPR Athletic and Facilities Services Discussion Topics [Pete Lusk, DPR] 
  
Mr. Peter Lusk, Athletic and Facilities Services Chief, provided an overview on division of rental 
hours for recreational facilities between groups.   

• Mr. Lusk said that he is responding to a question from the February joint Park and 
Recreation Commission/Sports Commission meeting.  An individual asked how much 
time social leagues are allotted on the county fields.    

• DPR allots 3% of rental hours out of the total rental hours for social leagues.   
• The leagues provide the county revenue with their rentals because the county charges per 

individual.  
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Commissioner Responses and Questions 

• Do the leagues use the fields at prime times?  
 Mr. Lusk said the leagues do not get prime times.  They play later at night than regular 
 leagues. The leagues provide a service for adult recreation which DPR cannot provide.  
 

• Is there a policy that they have to be Arlington County residents?  
 Mr. Lusk said that the league teams have to meet residency requirements of having 60% 
 of either residents or workers in the league.  
 

• What is the DPR schedule for reviewing fees to decide on whether to modify them?  
 Mr. Lusk said in the fall every year they look at the fees.  If DPR decides to raise them they 
 do not increase them significantly.  
 

• If you are a rental league and you only use volleyball courts, then what percentage of time 
does each team use?  Can the numbers be broken down?  

 Mr. Lusk said that they can easily break down those numbers.  
 

• Is there a policy that determines amount of time each league can use facilities?    
Mr. Lusk stated that the adult rental groups are fourth priority teams.  The higher priority 
groups are scheduled before the adult rental groups.  Mr. Lusk stated that fields are open 
for use but permits take priority.  They no longer show open times in the schedule since 
this suggested that that the fields were reserved, when they were not.  

 
• Are you against having set community drop in hours for facilities?    

Mr. Lusk said that the community has more open play times using the permit takes 
priority approach than if DPR decided to schedule open times.  For example, there are a 
total of 21 fields where permit takes priority.  

 
• Do we want to write a letter to support more open field times?    

 Mr. Lusk responded that DPR is considering providing more drop-in times for volleyball 
 courts.  DPR needs to advertise these times better.  DPR rotates leagues around so that a
 court is not fully scheduled all the time.  
 

• It would be nice to have standard times for open use so that a user does not have to go to the 
web every time he wants to use a court.  

 Mr. Lusk responded that DPR can consider that idea.   
 

• Is the policy official yet?  He would like to see the policy.  
Mr. Lusk said that he will get a detailed breakdown of rental times for specific types of 
facilities.   

 
 
1770 Crystal Drive – Crystal Drive Block G (Retail Building/Park; follow-up from February  
2018 PRC Meeting) [Taylor Lawch, Vice President – Real Estate Development, JBG Smith 
and Margaret Tulloch Rhodes, Associate Planner, CPHD]  
 
Mr. Taylor Lawch presented the 1770 Crystal Drive Phase II project which includes renovation of 
the 1770 building for residential and retail use and consideration of future public amenities such 
as a new Metro access at the corner of Crystal Drive and an 43,900-square foot open space along 
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18th Street.  The JBG Smith plan proposes a two-story building at the corner of Crystal Drive and 
18th Street for retail use.      
 
Ms. Margaret Tulloch Rhodes provided a staff overview on the Crystal City Block Plan (CCBP) for 
block G review process and staff recommendations for the plan. 
 
Commissioners Comments and Questions: 
 

• If there will there be water elements in the plaza.    
 

• The Crystal City Citizens Review Committee supports the corner building concept. 
   

• Who would pay for the park, building, and Metro improvements?  How much will it cost to 
build the open space in the site?  
Estimate: Between $5 - 10 million to build the open space.  
 

• What incremental increase in revenue could JBG Smith earn if they did not have a park 
versus having a park?   

 Mr. Lawch stated that in general, businesses will do better with the park there.  
 

• Is there a reason there cannot be indoor public space in the corner building such as a library, 
child care, or other public spaces?    

 Mr. Lawch stated that JBG Smith has talked to County about that already.  They will look in 
 the future for the right business to have in the corner building.  

 
• PRC Chair Ross asked the commissioners what they think about the corner building.  

Several commissioners expressed support for the corner building and no one expressed 
opposition to it.   
 

• How many people live within a 1/4-mile radius of the site?   
Only a small amount of people weighed in on the two surveys compared to how many 
people live in that area.   
 

• How will the other slope issues be treated towards the west?  One could suggest a mezzanine 
overlooking the 18th St. sidewalk.    
Mr. Lawch stated that the block plan will set the location of the corner building but not the 
architecture.  JBG Smith is planning to wait on design of the corner building until there is a 
park planning process so they respond well to each other.  
 

• A big challenge is how will the County justify such a large sum of funds going to build open 
space on private land.    
 

• PRC Chair Ross proposed to write a letter on behalf of the PRC expressing support for the 
corner building concept.    

 
 
Commission-led Discussion on Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Priorities  
PRC Commissioner Ross started the conversation on the Capital Improvement Plan and stated 
how important it is to think about land acquisition funds and in past they have disappeared and 
have been inadequate.  
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Commissioner Banks shared a paper he wrote titled, “Establishing Guiding Principles for 
Increasing Park Land Access for Arlington Residents – Acquisition, Reallocation and Shared Usage.”  
Its purpose is to suggest to the commission on how move forward on a blank canvas on acquiring 
open space.  Commissioner Banks summarized the information in the memo.    
 
Commissioners Comments  

• When you show the park fund balance in the memo, where does the information come from?  
Commissioner Banks provided the background to the figures in the park fund balance 
paper noting that it is a work in progress.  
 
Among the concepts reviewed followed: One idea is to look at actual usable recreational 
space in the federal land.  This should be reflected in open space totals.  Also, we need to 
look at future costs of maintaining new facilities and parks. DPR does not currently have 
the tools to be more proactive rather than reactive in regards to land acquisition.  Also, He 
thinks that we need to make more requests to developers to get land or recreational 
facilities.  
 

• Another commissioner said they like a proactive approach towards land 
acquisition.  POPS process will address some of these issues in Duke's paper but there is 
some concern about prescribing the use of land acquired.  Also, this is not just DPR policy 
but County policy.  

 
• Did people who took the survey know about population predictions when they took it?  Our 

thinking should be about trying to get the Board to understand about how critical land 
acquisition is for the County.  Smart growth will increase density and increase deficit of open 
space.  We should not have to spend so much time counting land use because we are already 
in a deficit. We can't bicker about an acre there or here or we will not get the board to 
consider better approaches for land acquisition.  

  
• A commissioner agreed that Joint Facilities Advisory Commission has the responsibility 

for creating the land acquisition policy and POPS is also addressing it.  It is not in the cards 
to get $12 million in acquisition money with the budget issues.  Some resources are in 
fixed locations so not there is not always flexibility in getting lands like that.  The POPS 
plan will provide a recommendation in the plan and that has been vetted publicly and is 
not going to be changed at this point.   

 
• The message we give about issues is important in how people perceive such policy 

issues.  We have to put out something provocative to get people to stop and think 
seriously about land acquisition.    

 
• Even though there are small amounts of land acquisition funds, can we establish a plan for 

having them build up over time, just like the Affordable Housing Fund works?   
 
• The current POPS plan does not show a realistic picture; it only emphasizes the good 

points, not the challenges the County faces.     
 
 
Commission Member Reports  
55+ (Andrea Walker) 
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• As noted previously, 55+ office moves to Madison in May. 
• A reminder that Fitness Day at Langston-Brown is Fri, May 11, 9-3.  This is a chance to check 

out 55+ fitness classes at no charge. 
• DHS/55+ Open House at Walter Reed on May 23 (Wed), 11-12:30. Check out congregate meal 

program and the Arlington Adult Day Program. 
 

APS (Jim Miekle) 
  
  Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn/Nereide Ellis) 
• The Bike Element MTP has not met since the March PRC. The working group will next meet on 

Wed. 4/25. 
 

Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 
 

  Civic Federation (Jesse Boeding/Duke Banks)) 
 
Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 
 
Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 
• Please see attachment to the agenda from Commissioner Grace.  
• From Commissioner Haynes:  The working group met April 12 and reviewed the Request to 

Advertise (RTA) on the Four Mile Run Valley Framework Plan that will be considered by the 
board at the carryover County Board meeting on Tuesday, April 24. The working group voted to 
support Option 1 of the Jennie Dean Park concept plan on a vote of 14-9.  Both park concept 
plans are included in the RTA, but only one design is expected to be included in the Framework 
Plan to be considered for adoption at the May County Board meeting. 

 
Grants/Awards Committee 
• Bill Thomas Award (Duke Banks/Shruti Kuppa) 
 
Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 
• The last several meetings have involved very lively conversation around a large rectangular field 

that will accommodate football, soccer, lacrosse, field hockey and track, a swimming pool, tennis 
courts. Still in discussion if a field is the goal then Patrick Henry Elementary School will be torn 
down. Decisions will need to be made but all members of the group are expressing their opinions 
about what is needed in this location for the future continue until a budget is in place by APS. 

 
Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
• No meeting held in March.  JFAC will consider its 2018 work plan at the 4/25 meeting.   

 
Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 
• The Arlington County Board approved the FY 2019 Budget.  
• Included is an $85,000 grant to the Lee Highway Alliance (increased from $60,500) and an 

allocation of $615,000 for the Lee Highway Planning Initiative (increased from $250,000). 
 

Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 
 
Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 
• Last night (Apr 23) was first meeting of the Long Bridge Fees Working Group, chaired by Paul 

Holland, formerly of PRC. Staff leader is Pete Lusk.  
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• Group’s charge is to recommend:  
(i)  fees for memberships, passes, other uses of Long Bridge (e.g. events) while being aware of 
neighboring jurisdictions’ fees; (ii) membership duration, daily pass types, membership/rate 
classifications.  Includes single adults, families, seniors, businesses, visiting groups. (iii) 
membership reciprocity between APS and Long Bridge/and (iv) between existing DPR 
memberships and 55+.   

• Focus of May meeting (date to be set) will be prep for survey (statistically valid) by consultant of 
Arlington residents.  Survey to be distributed this summer w/results in Sept.  Group’s final report 
to be drafted fall 2018 w/report to Board Jan 2019. 

 
Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 
 
Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 
• The primary objective of the recent in-person meeting revolved around reopening the discussion 

about Madison Manor park, more specifically obtain community feedback on the potential final 
layout options. Although the meeting was open to the entire county, there was a relatively 
adequate number of Arlington County residents that came out and join in the session at 
McKinley Elementary, expressed their final thoughts and opinions, and voiced some of their last-
minute questions/concerns. During the meeting, some of the questions that project members 
addressed were, “what were the noticeable changes between the two final options presented? 
Are the restrooms and storage facilities implemented in both layout options and ADA accessible? 
Has the project member made the “active core area” more accessible for biking in either option? 
What are some of the alterations made to the playground? Lastly, what type of grass will be 
utilized the field?” Furthermore, the next step that Madison Manor project team is taking would 
be to initiate the bid solicitation process until October 2018. 

 
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Ellis/Howell)] 
• Ken Rosenthal, Naturalist at Gulf Branch Nature Center, provided background information on 

the upcoming City Nature Challenge, April 27-30, as well as training on using iNaturalist to 
record observations of local nature. Arlington is included in the DC metro area challenge and 
there are about 20 different observation events that will be held in Arlington parks. Everyone is 
encouraged to participate in this bio-blitz event that encompasses over 60 cities on five 
continents. More information and sign-up for events: 
https://citynaturechallengedc.wordpress.com  

• Arlington will be conducting a separate bio-blitz on September 8, 2018 so engaging residents to 
participate in this citizen science event now, and having data from the two seasons will be 
especially helpful. 

 
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 
• No changes since the last PRC meeting.  Vote on new projects is in June. 

 
Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
• Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 
 
Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 
• Advisory Group will meet on Friday, April 27 from 8-11AM to review Privately Owned Public 

Open Spaces and urban open space design guidelines. This is a follow up to the requests made by 
PRC over the past couple of years to highlight the importance of these spaces in the more densely 
populated corridors.   

https://citynaturechallengedc.wordpress.com/
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• Staff is working on a revised POPS draft, and the advisory committee will be reviewing sections 
as they are made available. The full revised draft is expected to be ready for public review in 
June. 

 
Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 

 
Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
• 1770 Crystal Drive 

The Planning Commission has continued with Long Run Planning Committee and Site Plan 
Review Committee meetings.  The discussion has revolved around the concept of a corner 
building at Crystal Drive and 18th St.  This is at the site where a park/open space had originally 
been envisioned by Crystal City Sector Plan.  The neighboring communities generally are 
opposed to a corner retail building, although the applicant has committed to providing the same 
amount of open space as originally proposed under the Sector Plan.  In May, the County Board 
will consider options that would consider a block plan change for the site with and without a 
corner building.  A more specific proposal for the site would wait for the applicant to work out 
issues with Metro concerning the new Crystal City stop.  Concepts will be discussed at the 4/24 
meeting when the applicant provides a follow-up presentation.   

 
Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 
• The Sports Commission met March 27.  The commission discussed future plans for the career 

center site.  The site has been suggested for a possible fourth high school.  However, give the size 
and location, near the intersection of Walter Reed Dr. and Columbia Pike, it seems unlikely that 
the sports amenities needed for VHSL completion could be sited there.  As a result, sports 
activities may have to be conducted off site.  There was an extensive brief by County staff of the 
issues related to indoor sports and facilities use.  The central driver is the winter youth and high 
school recreational basketball leagues.  Many of the issues facing the field sports are mirrored 
for the indoor sports---growth in enrollments and limited facilities.  The future will be to manage 
the space available to the extent possible and work to find additional resources.  There was some 
discussion of a new Futsal league that has been targeted to reach communities that are 
underserved by other sports offerings.  Finally, there was a 4MRV update by the Chair which 
contained similar information as to the proved to the PRC. 
 

Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• The Urban Forestry Commission meeting of March 29 had two major agenda items. Richard 

Tucker, CPHD, and Marco Rivero, DPR, presented an overview of the current status of the Four 
Mile Run Valley planning process, including the draft policy framework. This was essentially the 
same presentation PRC had in February, although some discussion focused on the Jennie Dean 
Park process, which has continued to evolve. The second item was a discussion led by Urban 
Forester Vincent Verweij on the recent tree canopy report. This discussion had the benefit of 
canopy change data by census tract, much more detailed than the earlier neighborhood data 
and maps. The additional detail allowed a clearer indication of specific areas of tree growth and 
planting impacts, as well as canopy loss from development. In particular, it provided evidence of 
single family residential tracts in which significant numbers of tear-downs, to include nearly all 
trees to allow larger home footprints, has significantly reduced canopy. 
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Staff Report  
 
Native Plant Nursery Improvements and Expansion 
(No changes since March 2018). Arlington County’s native plant nursery, which helps provide native 
plant propagation from locally obtained sources for habitat restoration, will be expanded and an 
irrigation system installed. The greenhouse will also undergo some repairs and irrigation 
improvements. These additions will hopefully help expand native plant production for habitat 
restoration work, including some locally rare or extirpated species. 
 
Fairlington Park Project 
Preconstruction meeting to be held on 4/16. Staff anticipates mobilization to the site on April 30, 
or shortly thereafter. 

 
Gunston Diamond Field Synthetic Turf  
The work is almost completed for the 100% construction documents, and the next step is to go out 
to bid sometime next month. 
 
Gunston Bubble 
Staff is currently reviewing the JOC proposal to replace synthetic turf and rink. 
 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 
1. Urban forestry received significant comments on the messaging of our tree canopy 

report and will be working to use this input to improve communication and planning 
to improve our tree canopy. 
 

2. Arbor Day will be held on April 27, 2018, at Glebe Elementary School. 
 

3. Comments are being prepared from the forestry and natural resources perspective on 
the Roosevelt Island Cultural Landscape report. The plan does not appear to have a 
major tree canopy impact, and comments will likely address small details in the report. 
 

4. For Site plan review, urban forestry is reviewing Pen Place, 1770 Crystal Drive, and the 
Best Western hotel site in Courthouse. Pen Place is likely to impact existing tree canopy, and 
discussions on replacement are expected to be significant. 

5. Notable trees will be presented at the April 2018 County Board meeting during the County 
Board Chair’s notes.   

 
6. DPR Forestry Section Supervisor, Vincent Verweij is working with the Parks Planning Division 

(PDD) staff on Glencarlyn Park, Nelly Custis Park, Nauck Square, Lubber Run Community 
Center, Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center, Benjamin Banneker Park, and the Powhatan Springs 
Skate Park, among other approved parks. 

 
7. A candidate was selected to fill the Urban Forester Position, and we are working to get them 

on board sometime in May. 
 

4MRV 
 A County Board work session occurred on February 20th discussing various topics associated with 

the upcoming consideration of the 4MRV Area Plan and Park Master Plan Policy Framework (to be 
advertised to the County Board in April 2018 and considered for action in May 2018). During this 
work session, the County Board directed the creation of a new subcommittee of the Working Group 
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to review siting, orientation, design, and other park element considerations for the new Jennie Dean 
Park plan. The Jennie Dean Park Committee was assigned to review these considerations, provide 
a report back to the Working Group and present their findings by the end of March 2018.  

 
 The Committee met on four (4) separate occasions (all were public meetings) and were scheduled 

to report back to the Working Group on March 21st. However, a snow storm cancelled all County 
activities on this day, and the Working Group meeting was cancelled.  The Jennie Dean Park 
Committee presented their findings to the overall Working Group at the April 12, 2018 Working 
Group meeting, before advertisement of the Policy Framework to the County Board. Furthermore, 
the Working Group voted 14-9 to support the Jennie Dean Park Committee’s “Concept 1, Phases I 
and II”. Staff will review this recommendation and community feedback to date when providing a 
recommendation to the County Board for their May 2018 meeting (Policy Framework action).  
 
RHP+ 
The Penzance design has submitted construction drawings for the 1555 Wilson Boulevard site plan 
project (originally approved by the County Board in February 2017). DPR’s design team has 
developed two conceptual designs for the playground to be relocated to the APAH Queens Court 
Site, temporally known as the 18th Street North Park. An online feedback opportunity to gather 
input about the conceptual designs is currently running and will be open until May 1st.  A 
community meeting will be held on Thursday, May 3rd at Key Elementary School (7 p.m.) to present 
the options and gather additional feedback. Based on the feedback from the community 
engagement, a final concept will be prepared and presented to the PRC in June or July 2018.    

 
Nelly Custis Park 
The preferred design concept chosen by the DWG (Design Working Group) was presented to the 
Civic Association meeting on Wednesday, November 8th. The project was approved by the Civic 
Association. The plans have been submitted to DES for Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) permitting. 
The permitting phase is projected to last three months. After the LDA permit is obtained, the project 
is anticipated to go out to bid. 
 
Henry Clay Park Renovation 
The first community meeting occurred on February 28th and all the information is on the 
project webpage: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/  
 
Long Bridge Park – Field #3 Replacement  
Staff is waiting to obtain purchase order for the work and anticipates construction to begin 
within the next 2 weeks. 
 
Fleet Elementary School (NES @ Thomas Jefferson) 
Waterproofing of the garage foundation walls is ongoing. The waterproofing material is being 
attached to the steel & wood structure supporting the excavation, which will remain in place 
serving as the formwork for the outside wall of the garage foundation when the concrete walls are 
poured. Footing and foundation installation at the lowest level of the garage excavation is in full 
swing. Concrete construction of the 2-level underground garage will be ongoing for approximately 
2 months. To expedite installation of footings and foundations, a mobile crane has been set up 
within the excavation to transport reinforcing bar, concrete formwork, and the concrete itself to 
various locations within the building footprint as needed.  
 
Construction of improvements to the west side sidewalk at S. Old Glebe Rd are ongoing. The goal of 
the sidewalk improvements is to provide a clear 4-foot-wide path on the west side sidewalk from 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/
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the 1st Road South intersection to the northernmost extent of the project. Currently, there are 
utility poles right in the middle of the sidewalk at several locations. The County has approved 
installation of sidewalk nubs around the poles that will result in the 4-foot-wide clear access path. 
This work will require that portions of the sidewalk and parking lane on the west side of the street 
be closed while the work is taking place. Notice to adjacent neighbors has been provided with 
details of the work scope and schedule. 
 
Oak Grove Park Playground – NC Project 
Soft opening at the park occurred on 3/29.  Railing at the pathway to be fully complete in the 
upcoming weeks.  Grass still needs to get established (have seed and matting in place), Ribbon 
Cutting is set for Wednesday, 5/16. 
 
Change in Land Classification Request for McCoy Park and Benjamin Banneker Park  
DPR has two Change of Land Classification applications undergoing review for McCoy Park and 
Benjamin Banneker Park.  This action is necessary to reconcile the Zoning Map, General Land Use 
Plan (GLUP) and the Public Space Master Plan to reflect the public use of these two parks.  These 
requests will change both parks to S3-A zoning and GLUP designation to “Public.”.  The County 
Board must approve the changes. (No changes since March 2018)   
 
Next Steps: 
• April 25 – Long Range Planning Commission review of change in land classification 
 requests.  
 
• May 19 – County Board will consider the request to advertise the land classification 
 changes. 
 
• June 16 – County Board will consider action to change the land classifications for both 
 parks.    
 
Reeves Farmhouse – Landscape Modification Project   
• HALRB approved an amendment on April 4, 2018 to the Certificate of Appropriateness 
 for the landscape modifications they were approved on May 17, 2017.  The changes 
 approved were minor modifications to the parking pad design. 
 
• Construction of the landscape modifications will begin before the end of April.  
    
• Staff is developing the perpetual historic preservation easement, drafting the 
 performance contract to verify purchasers have the financial and technical means to 
 renovate the Farmhouse, and finalizing the land survey.   
 
• The actions necessary to record the Unified Residential Development plat, approved by 
 the County Board in September 2015, will be completed by September 2018.   

 
Madison Manor Park Rehabilitation 
Staff held the second overall community meeting on April 12th following three playground working 
group meetings. Staff presented the overall concept for the park with two optional layouts for the 
basketball, picnic area and open play area. Consensus was gained for one of the options and staff 
will begin to refine the final concept and prepare construction drawings. A final open house 
meeting will be held in May or June to present the final park plan to the community. Construction 
is anticipated in the spring of 2019. 
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APS Reed Elementary School Expansion 
On April 5, 2018, the School Board approved the concept design for the “Integrated" option.  This 
option was favored because it retains the open space and existing recreational facilities, although 
they will be shifted to accommodate an expanded parking lot.  APS has scheduled meetings with 
the community to develop the schematic design.    
 
5/15/2018                BLPC/PFRC Meeting  
5/16/2018                Community Meeting  
6/14/2018                BLPC/PFRC Meeting – proposed schematic design approval  
 
Crystal Square Block Plan/1770 Crystal Drive 
JBG has submitted for County review a Crystal City Block Plan and concurrent 4.1 Site Plan called 
1770 Crystal Drive.  Four Long Range Planning Committee meeting and three Site Plan Review 
Commission meetings have been held to review the application. Additionally, an online feedback 
form ran from March 19th through March 28th to gather input on the future open space and the 
applicant’s inclusion of a corner retail building. The Block Plan and 4.1 Site Plan will be hear at the 
Planning Commission and Board Hearings in May.  
 
New Secondary School at Wilson 
Completed and ongoing tasks: 
• Below grade waterproofing ongoing. 
• Concrete footings and foundation walls ongoing. 
• Erection of elevator core walls ongoing. 
• Installation of below grade utilities ongoing. 
• Installation of concrete slab on grade at B2 level ongoing. 
• Major structural steel in fabrication. 
• Curtainwall material released for fabrication. 
• Received full building permit.  
 
Construction activities next month: 
• Delivery and start of erection of structural steel framing. 
• Continue installation of foundation walls and concrete slab on grade at G1 level.  
 
Bluemont Trail Connection 
Civil Engineering Plans (CEP) and LDA permits for the trail/sidewalk connection were approved 
by DES.  Construction of the connecting sidewalk/trail is anticipated for 2nd quarter 2018. Invasive 
plant management for the first year is complete. Celandine treatment will take place in early April, 
and the first summer treatment is scheduled for late May with an additional treatment in late 
August. Updated before and after invasive plant removal photos have been posted online. A first 
phase of planting will take place in Spring 2018. 
 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed  
Invasive plant treatment for calendar year 2017 is complete.  Invasive plant treatment will resume 
with a Celandine treatment late March and a first summer treatment late May/early June. Tree 
planting for both Lucky Run and Allie Freed will take place Fall 2018.  
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
(No changes since March 2018). Construction-Manager-at-Risk process underway. The Selection 
Advisory Committee has recommended contract negotiations with a preferred construction team 
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to the Purchasing Agent. It is anticipated that the award of construction contract will go before the 
County Board at their May meeting for approval. Construction documents are nearing approval for 
land disturbance plan review.  A late summer construction start is anticipated with a late winter 
completion. 
 
Thomas Jefferson Synthetic Field 
Project closed out. The County Engineer will need to perform a final inspection to close out the 
building permit. 
 
Tyrol Hill Park – Phase IV 
Concrete at the main entrance has been poured all ADA requirements have been met. Concrete 
work is 95% complete.  All site furnishings have been delivered.  
 
6600 and 6616 Benjamin Banneker Houses Demolition 
All parties with the County and Contractor met on 4/13 for the Preconstruction meeting. Minor 
asbestos reported on 6616 in the window caulking. 6600 building will require asbestos removal.  
This work will start on April 17, 2018. Work to commence with a notice to proceed in two weeks.  

 
Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 
• Schematic Design package received from Design Builder (D/B) on 4/10 ahead of 
 schedule.  Review period to take 28 days. 
• D/B has met with both DES and ISD on permitting packages, schedules and code 
 questions. 
 
Stratford Park 
Formed and placed concrete for sidewalk and curbing in parking lot is complete (minus pathway 
lights). Preparation and debris removal for ballfield irrigation and sod install is ongoing. Irrigation 
installation is approximately 95% complete. Drinking fountain installation, placed concrete for 
batting cage floor and plaza entrance, basketball rim installation, and water meter installation are 
all complete. The installation of an outfield fence post is ongoing (post will be installed with 
mesh/fabric to follow). Concrete fill and rub for the site overall concrete placement and the 
installation of the diamond field warning track (stone dust) is ongoing.  Site rail installation has 
begun.  
 
Lubber Run Community Center and Park 
Staff are working with the Construction Manager at Risk (MCN Build) and the project Architect 
(VMDO) to finalize the design and have begun work with the County permitting office for early 
release packages for Civil and Raze. The Community Center will close in July 2018 after all staff and 
programs have been moved out of the facility.   
 
Other Business  

• Mr. Ross stated that the 4 Mile Run Valley plan will go to the County Board for 
consideration before PRC meets again.  Would the like to take an additional poll outside of 
the meeting in order to help formulate a letter?  There was no expressed desire by the 
commission to do this.   

• A commissioner stated that staff did not show PRC both sides of the group's positions.  
Another said he objected to having to keep the two diamond fields when Barcroft Park has 
diamonds in it.  Having to keep them in the park made planning more difficult.   
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Meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 

Next Meeting: May 22, 2018, 7:00 pm 


