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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at 7:00 PM 

Courthouse Plaza Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Azalea Room on the Lobby Level 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Commission consider April 2018 minutes 
 
 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  

 
 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Budget Update [Lisa Grandle, DPR] (7:15-8:00) 
 
 
A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) Update [Irena Lazic, DPR] (8:00-9:00) 
 
 
Staff Report (9:00-9:05) 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (9:05-9:10) 

• 55+ (Andrea Walker) 

• Vacancy soon to be posted: Aurora Hills Senior Center Director, part-time (24 
hrs./wk.), permanent position which means benefits. 
 

• APS (Jim Miekle) 

• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn/Nereide Ellis) 

• The Bike Element WG met April 27 with an extensive discussion on their outreach 
events.  The outreach effort is an attempt to obtain community feedback on 
ideas and proposal for improving biking in Arlington to include for both 
recreational and functional, i.e., commuting, purposes.  The outreach events 
began May 18 with Bike to Work Day.  The remaining events are:  May 23, 5:30-
7:30 pm, at the Lee-Harrison Shopping Center; May 29, 5:00-7:00 pm, at the 
Shirlington Village Library; May 30, 4:30-6:30 pm, Crystal City Metro; June 2, 
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2:00-4:30 pm, Arlington Mill Community Center; June 4, 4:30-7:30 pm, Navy 
League Building. 
 

• Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 

• Civic Federation (Jesse Boeding/Duke Banks) 

• At its May 1st membership meeting the Revenues and Expenditure Committee of 
the Civic Federation submitted a Resolution to be considered concerning future 
budgets given the fiscal realities confronting Arlington County. This resolution, 
attached will more than likely be tweaked before a vote is taken at the June 
Meeting scheduled for June 5th.  
The resolution draws heavily from the Manager's letter to the County Board 
when he submitted the proposed operating budget to the County Board in 
February concerning the long term fiscal situation of the county. The appropriate 
section of the Manager's letter is shown as attachment A to the resolution. 
 
In particular, I draw your attention to the parks reference to the Manager's letter 
which states: "Reductions in Parks and Environmental Services crews including 
those that provide maintenance in the parks and repaving of the sidewalks." The 
nature of the resolution is to encourage the County to find more efficiencies in 
providing services and in prioritizing expenditures. However, it is worth noting 
that the Manager is tentatively considering cuts to the Parks maintenance 
budget in future budgets if cost cutting is required. 
 

• Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 

• Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 

• On Saturday, May 19 the County Board adopted the 4MRV Framework Plan by a 
vote of 5-0, supporting the adoption of Concept Plan 1 for Jennie Dean Park. 
Additional working group meetings will be held on an as-needed basis to review 
implementation plans, including the final design for Jennie Dean Park. 
 

• Grants/Awards Committee 

• Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 

• The Career Center Working Group meets regularly to discuss several designs for 
the schools (Patrick Henry and Career Center and the Library) on this property 
and how to navigate the future of the needs of Arlington County Public Schools. 
    

• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• The JFAC met to review its work program for 2018.  The current focus will be in 
two areas with two subcommittees:  1) Long term planning for schools and 
county facilities and 2) Analysis and planning for the CIP process--both schools 
and county funding.  The subcommittee meetings begin this week.  
Representatives of interested groups and/or the public are invited to attend.   
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• Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 

• Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 

• The 2nd meeting will be Wednesday, May 23 (aka tomorrow). 
 

• Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 

• The approved design for the new Lubber Run Community Center is nearing 
implementation. Programs in the existing facility will be discontinued in late June 
or early July. Construction on the new facility will begin in the fall. According to 
the timetable, the project will be completed in late 2020 or early 2021. 
 

• Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 

• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Ellis/Howell) 

• Commissioners reviewed the results from the 2018 City Nature Challenge. Out of 
68 cities participating around the world, the DC Metro area came in 5th in the 
number of observations (22,823) and 4th for the number of observers (877). 
Arlington County sponsored two events and the Arlington Regional Master 
Naturalists sponsored over 20 events, most in Arlington parks. Arlington had one 
of the strongest showings in the region. Natural Resources Manager Alonso 
Abugattas will continue to review the data for species observations in Arlington. 
 

• The City Nature Challenge provided excellent training for the planned bio-blitz in 
Arlington scheduled for September 15, 2018. 

 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 

• In June NCAC will vote on projects to present to the County Board for funding. 
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 
- Board adopted the integrated approach. There will be some tree loss but 

overall this is a win for PRC. The entire community and PFRC is ecstatic over 
the plan and are ready and willing to work with the County to make sure it’s 
done correctly. 
 

• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

• Full update on agenda for May 22 PRC meeting. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 

• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
- Crystal City Retail - After we composed (but not yet sent) a letter with PRC 

views on the Corner Building and the outlook for park funding and phasing, 
we found out that JBG has deferred presenting their proposal to the board, 
from May to July.  Subject to finding out about any significant changes to 
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the proposal that would affect issues that PRC would be concerned about I 
propose forwarding the letter as drafted. 
 

- PenPlace - The applicant JBG is proposing to begin developing this 
Pentagon City site, which contains a planned, privately built central park.  
The proposed apartment/retail complex, on 12th St. S. would border the 
southern section of that park, which will be built by the applicant once they 
have begun to fill out the other buildings that will surround it.  The design 
for the park was developed four years ago, as the result of an extensive 
public process.  As proposed for the current site plan, part of the 
undeveloped open space will be used temporarily for surface retail parking.  
Another portion would be a temporary dog park.  The current park design 
does not call for a dog park and there may be an expectation that local 
residents might want to make the dog park area permanent.      
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 

• At the April meeting the commission heard a presentation on private league 
rentals of Parks facilities which is the same broad topic which the PRC has heard 
and that relates to the volleyball leagues.  Pete Lusk from DPR presented the 
same material that had been provided to PRC.  The Pickleball community 
presented on the growth of their sport both nationally and locally indicating that 
like other sports programming they need additional space.  Finally, the 
commission discussed broadly their recruitment efforts and processes for making 
their work more transparent. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

• The April meeting of the Urban Forestry Commission featured three primary 
agenda items. Leading off was an update on the Tree Canopy Fund and the 
status of the 2018 campaign to give away valuable trees. The fund is supported 
through revenues derived from developers, guided by the Urban Forestry 
Commission, and administered under a board directive by the former 
Arlingtonians for a Clean environment, as of this year named Eco-Action 
Arlington. Seven species of native trees are available to successful applicants this 
year. The deadline for submitting requests is June 11. Delivery and planting is 
included, and will take place in the fall. 
 

• UFC also heard and considered an informal proposal from ATAG on the idea of 
creating Tree Preservation Awards to developers and contractors for conducting 
their projects in a way that avoids removing mature trees from project sites. 
Discussion ensued about the nature of incentives in this context, and the possible 
role of ATAG, UFC, and the county. The topic was tabled pending further 
consideration. 
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• Finally, UFC discussed a draft letter to the board regarding the 4MRV strategic 
framework and the Jennie Dean Park options. The members agreed with the text 
of the draft letter. 

 
 
Other Business (9:10-9:20) 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
 
Next Meeting: June 26, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 


