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An “Administrative Certificate of Appropriateness” 
(ACoA) is a streamlined application to review and 
approve exterior changes that meet definite requirements. 
The Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff will 
review submitted applications within one to three 
business days to ensure they meets the requirements 
outlined in this section. 

The HPP staff may refer an ACoA to the Historical 
Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) when the 
application justifies a public review. Any such referral shall be made within one to three business days of receiving 
the application and the case shall be placed on the next available Design Review Committee (DRC) agenda.

Section 5: Administrative Certificate 
of Appropriateness (ACoA)
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Site Elements

Fencing

Only vertical-board wood fences will be considered 
under the ACoA process. The setbacks and heights of 
fences installed under the ACoA process must comply 
with relevant Arlington County Zoning Ordinance 
(ACZO) Section 3.2.6.A 3(a) and (e). See Figure X for 
the allowed placement and heights of fences.

Picket Fences
Picket fences consist of evenly spaced vertical boards 
attached to horizontal rails. The installation of picket 
fences may be approved under the ACoA process for 
placement in front, rear, or side yards (see Figure X). 
The designs for picket fences are shown in Figure X. 

Figure X: Placement and height of fences allowed on interior and corner lots. The orange, blue, and green shaded areas can all have picket 
fences. Privacy fences are limited to the green shaded areas.

Figure X: The types of wood pickets approved under the ACoA 
process.
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Privacy Fences
Privacy fences are solid without spaces between the 
vertical boards. The installation of privacy fences may 
be approved under the ACoA process for placement 
in the side or rear yards. The designs for privacy 
fences are shown in Figure X. Please note that 7’-tall 
privacy fences require the top 1’-foot to be constructed 
of wood lattice. All other privacy fences must be no 
greater than 6’ tall. 

Removal of Fencing
The removal of fencing does not require a CoA or an 
ACoA.

Fence Painting
Wood fences approved under the ACoA process may 
be painted or unpainted. The choice of paint color, 
however, is not reviewed under the ACoA or CoA 
process.

Figure X: Example of traditional flatboard with cap privacy fence. 
These fences can only be 6’ tall. 

Figure X: Example of traditional flatboard with lattice privacy 
fence. These fences can be 7’ tall but the top 1’ must be lattice.

Figure X: Example of dog ear privacy fence. These fences can only 
be 6’ tall. 

all fence posts and post 
caps must be constructed 

of wood or metal. 
synthetic posts caps will 
not be approved through 

the acoa process.

homeowners must 
complete the separate 

fence permit application 
from the zoning office 

while also applying for 
the acoa.

Figure X: Typical examples of a wood and metal pyramidal fence 
post caps. Other design variations will be considered under the 
ACoA process.
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Retaining Walls

The installation of retaining walls under 3’ tall can 
be approved under the ACoA process. There are 
numerous construction methods and materials that 
will be considered for any location on the property. 
These include: 1) concrete block; 2) concrete; 3) brick; 
and 4) stone. ACoAs for timber (pressure treated 
lumber) walls are limited to particular locations.

Concrete Block (CMU) Retaining Walls
There are three basic types of concrete block retaining 
walls: standard concrete block, split-face/rusticated 
block, and retaining wall system units. 

Standard concrete block offers little aesthetic value and 
does not complement the landscape of the Maywood 
Local Historic District. This material alone will not be 
approved through the ACoA process. For the material 
to be considered, the proposal must include a stone 

Figure X: A section of a smooth standard concrete block (CMU) 
retaining wall. To be considered under the ACoA process, CMU 
walls may have a split-face/rusticated finish, be parged with 
concrete, or have a masonry veneer. 
Source: Landscaping Network

Figure X: Example of a split face block retaining wall.

Figure X: A section of a typical concrete block retaining wall with 
a stone veneer. 
Source: Landscaping Network

Figure X: Example of a stone veneer concrete block retaining wall. 

(either natural or cast) veneer, brick veneer, or be 
parged with concrete. 

Split face/rusticated block is a standard concrete block 
with a finished texture on one side. This allows the 
block to function as both a structural and aesthetic 
unit and eliminates the requirement of a veneer. In 
Maywood, numerous building foundations utilize 
rusticated block (locally known as “Cherrydale 
Block”). 

Figure X: Example of a Cherrydale Block retaining wall. 
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Retaining wall system units provide a structural unit 
with a stone-like face that eliminates the need for 
a standard concrete block core. These units can be 
irregular in size, color, and texture to better imitate a 
masonry or stone wall. The construction of the walls 
is dependent upon the specifications of the individual 
manufacturers. 

L A N D S C A P E  W A L L  |  V E R A Z Z O  S T O N E ®

Keystone’s Verazzo Stone is a multi-piece system that is favored for its easy installation and unsurpassed natural stone 
aesthetic.  The 3-piece Verazzo Stone system is the perfect combination of rugged good looks, design versatility and 
strength; enhancing any landscape.

Exceptional Versatility

• Angled on both sides, providing different 
face lengths for tight fitting straight-line 
walls and radii at curves..

• Units can be used in multiple positions 
within the wall.

Perfect For:

• Retaining walls up to 3'(0.9m) h. 

• Both 1 and 2-sided project designs, 
including: fire pits, columns, free-standing 
walls and planters.

• Enhancing any outdoor setting with its 
natural stone beauty.

Unparalleled Simplicity

•  Easy to install, 3-piece system.

• Six face options provide a stunning 
random-pattern aesthetic.

• Keystone’s proven pin connection system 
aids in unit alignment.

FEATURES & BENEFITS

Unit Dimensions & Weights:

Large:  6"h x 16"/12"w x 10½"d; 68 lbs  
 (152mm x 406/355mm x 267mm; 31 kg)

Medium:  6"h x 10"/8"w x 10½"d; 35 lbs  
 (152mm x 254/203mm x 267mm; 16 kg)

Small:  6"h x 6"/4"w x 10½"d; 27 lbs  
 (152mm x 152/102mm x 267mm; 12 kg)

Units/sq.ft.: 2.6 (average) 

Alignment Pins: 
Two required per unit.

Large SmallMedium

Note: Unit color, dimensions, weight & availability varies by manufacturer.

3-Piece Wall System

Figure X: An illustrious example of a 3-piece retaining wall 
system from Keystone Walls. 
Source: Keystone Walls, http://www.keystonewalls.com/

Concrete Retaining Walls
Poured concrete walls allow for the creation of a 
smooth surface. These walls may also feature a stone 
cap. Another alternative is a standard concrete block 
wall with a parged face to emulate the look of a poured 
concrete wall. Either option will be considered under 
the ACoA process. 

Figure X: An example of a poured concrete retaining wall.

Figure X: An illustrative section of a poured concrete retaining 
wall.
Source: Landscaping Network

Brick Retaining Walls
There are three types of brick retaining walls that will 
be considered under the ACoA process: double-wythe 
brick walls, cavity brick walls, and brick-veneered 
concrete block walls. 

Double-wythe brick construction utilizes header 
units to bond separate wythes together for structural 
strength. This traditional building method has been 
largely supplemented by new construction methods 
that seek to emulate the bond patterns. 
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Cavity brick walls feature two single-wythe brick walls 
separated by a few inches. Metal ties provide support 
between the two walls and the cavity is filled with 
concrete. 

Figure X: The drawing illustrates brick wall construction 
terminology.

Figure X: An illustrative section of a brick cavity wall. 
Source: Landscape Network

Brick-veneered concrete block retaining walls require 
less brick than traditional brick walls or cavity walls as 
brick is laid only on the exposed surface. The concrete 
blocks can be covered with whole bricks, half bricks, or 
thin brick veneers that are similar in appearance to tile.  

Figure X: An illustrative section of a brick-veneered concrete 
block wall. 
Source: Landscape Network

Timber Retaining Walls
Timber retaining walls (pressure treated lumber) 
considered under the ACoA process may be located 
primarily in the rear yard. A CoA will be required for 
any timber retaining walls in the front yard for interior 
lots or the front or side yards (facing the street) for 
corner lots. See Figure X for drawings showing the 
locations requiring a CoA.

The use of actual creosote-soaked railroad ties for 
retaining walls or other landscape use is prohibited in 
the Maywood Local Historic District.  

Figure X: An illustrative section of a timber retaining wall. 
Source: Landscape Network
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Figure X: Any timber retaining walls located in the front of an 
interior lot (area shaded yellow) would require a CoA and any 
located to the rear of the facade (area hatched blue) would require 
an ACoA.

Figure X: Any timber retaining walls located in the front or side 
yard of a corner lot (area shaded yellow) would require a CoA 
and any located to the rear of the house (area hatched blue) would 
require an ACoA.

Stone Retaining Walls
There are two types of stone retaining walls that will be considered under the ACoA process: wet-laid (mortared) 
or dry-laid walls. The wet-laid walls use mortar that binds the stones together. The dry-laid stone walls depend on 
the weight and friction of the stones for stability. 

Figure X: An example of a wet-laid (mortared) stone retaining 
wall. 

Figure X: An example of a dry-laid stone retaining wall. 
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contact hpp program 
staff to ensure your 

project will not require 
a coa or acoa before 

starting work

No CoA or ACoA Required
A single retaining wall under 12-inches anywhere 
on the property (see Figure X below) in height does 
not require a CoA or an ACoA. Terracing of the 
grade with multiple retaining walls under 12-inches 
is subject to the CoA process and HALRB-approval. 
Please refer to the below diagram to determine overall 
wall height. 

Driveways & Parking Pads

Ordinary maintenance to existing driveways or 
parking pads does not require either a CoA or ACoA. 

The construction of new driveways or parking pads, 
expansion of existing driveways or parking pads, and 
changing the materials of driveways or parking pads 
can be approved through the ACoA process.

Figure X: This property on North Fillmore Street has an existing 
curb cut but no driveway or parking pad. A new driveway could 
be approved as an ACoA provided that it meets the criteria listed 
in this section. 

New and Expanded Driveway and Parking Pad 
Requirements 
The ACoA process for driveways and parking pads 
must meet the following requirements for interior and 
corner lots:
1. Driveways will not have any circular or curved 

routes. 
2. Driveways should be no greater than 10’- or 11’-

wide depending on the relationship between the 
driveway and house (see Figures X & X). 

3. Driveways terminating at a parking pad may not 
continue into the rear yard. (see Figures X  & X).

4. A driveway or parking pad should not be located 
directly in front of the dwelling. 

5. Driveways and parking pads will meet the material 
specifications outlined on page x.

New Driveways and Parking Pads 
For consideration under the ACoA process, the 
construction of a new driveway or parking pad 
requires an existing curb cut and the removal of no 
healthy large trees (greater than 15” diameter at 4’ 
height). Applications that include the addition of a 
new curb cut or that may damage trees require a CoA. 

Figure X: The height of a retaining wall is measured from the 
highest point of the retaining wall to the finished grade. Any 
retaining walls 12-inches or less will not require a CoA or ACoA.
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Figure X: For interior lots, driveways that are not adjacent to 
the house and provide access to garages must be 10’-wide or 
less to be considered under the ACoA process.  The driveway 
may be located on either side of the dwelling. Any parking areas 
directly in-front of the dwelling (area shaded yellow) would be 
inconsistent with the character of the historic district and require 
a CoA.

driveway must be 
10’-wide or less 

Typical Scenario #1: Interior Lot Driveway and 
Garage

Figure X: For interior lots, driveways that are not adjacent to the 
house and that terminate in parking pads must be 10’-wide or 
less to be considered under the ACoA process.  The driveway and 
parking pad may be located on either side of the dwelling, but 
any elements directly in-front of the dwelling or rear yard (areas 
shaded yellow) would require a CoA.

Typical Scenario #2: Interior Driveway and Parking 
Pad

10’ 
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Typical Scenario #3: Driveway (adjacent to house) and 
Garage

Typical Scenario #4: Driveway (adjacent to house) and 
Parking Pad

10’-wide 

11’-wide 

Figure X: For interior lots, driveways adjacent to the house and 
accessing garages must be 10’-wide or less from the street to the 
front of the dwelling and then can expand to 11’-wide or less to 
be considered under the ACoA process.  The driveway may be 
located on either side of the dwelling. Any driveways directly in-
front of the dwelling would require a CoA (see Figure x).

10’-wide 

11’-wide 

Figure X: For interior lots, driveways adjacent to the house and 
terminating in parking pads must be 10’-wide or less from the 
street to the front of the dwelling and then can expand to 11’-wide 
or less to be considered under the ACoA process.   The driveway 
and parking pad may be located on either side of the dwelling, but 
any elements directly in-front of the dwelling or in the rear yard 
would require a CoA (see Figure x). 

driveway must be 
 10’-wide or less

Figure X: For corner lots, driveways accessing garages must be 
10’-wide or less to be considered under the ACoA process.  The 
driveway may be located to the side of the dwelling along the 
shared property line or to the rear of the dwelling. Driveways 
in the front or side yards facing the street (areas shaded yellow) 
require a CoA.

Typical Scenario #5: Corner Lot Driveway and 
Garage
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Typical Scenario #6: Corner Lot Driveway and Parking 
Pad

driveway must be 
10’-wide or less

Figure X: For corner lots, driveways terminating in a parking 
pad must be 10’-wide or less to be considered under the ACoA 
process.  The driveway may be located to the side of the dwelling 
along the shared property line or to the rear of the dwelling. 
Driveways in the front or side yards facing the street (areas 
shaded yellow) require a CoA.

New and Replacement Driveway  and Parking Pad 
Materials
The installation of the following driveway materials 
will be considered under the ACoA process subject 
to meeting the other requirements outlined in this 
section: concrete, asphalt, gravel or crushed stone, 
brick, brick pavers, ribbon or paving strip driveways, 
and permeable pavers. 

The replacement of an existing driveway with any of 
the materials listed below will be considered under the 
ACoA process.

Concrete: Standard concrete or exposed aggregate 
concrete driveways will be considered under the 
ACoA process. Simple edging (masonry or stone) may 
be included. All other types of concrete driveways 
(stamped or stained) will require a CoA. 

Figure X: Example of a standard concrete driveway. 
Source: Replace Photograph with Maywood Example

Asphalt: Driveways constructed of asphalt will be 
considered under the ACoA process. Simple edging 
(masonry or stone) may be included.

Figure X: Example of an asphalt driveway with a stone edging.
Source: Replace Photograph with Maywood Example
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Gravel or Crushed Stone: Both pea gravel and crushed 
stone driveways will be considered under the ACoA 
process.  Crushed stone can be made from various 
stones, including but not limited to, limestone, granite, 
gneiss, or marble. The size of the gravel or stones 
should be between 3/8” to 1 1/2”. Both options require 
sufficient edging (metal, stone, or masonry) to contain 
the gravel or crushed stone. The color of the material is 
not subject to review. 

Figure X: Example of a pea gravel driveway with a stone edging. 
Source: 

Figure X: Example of a 3/8” crushed stone driveway with brick 
edging.  
Source: Granite Brook Materials

Brick: Clay brick paver driveways and concrete paver 
driveways mimicking brick will be considered under 
the ACoA process. Brick pavers are formed from clay 
that is cured in a kiln and concrete pavers are typically 
made from sand, gravel, portland cement, and water. 
Simple edging (masonry or stone) may be included.  

Figure X: Example of a clay brick driveway with a decorative 
concrete edging.
Source: Orlando Paver Pro

Figure X: Example of a concrete paver driveway mimicking the 
appearance of brick.
Source: Acme Brick (Replace with a Maywood Example)
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Ribbon or Paving Strips: The use of ribbon (also 
known as paving strips) will be considered under 
the ACoA process. Ribbon or paving strip driveways 
must consist of two 18” to 24”-wide parallel strips of 
concrete, brick, or concrete pavers (mimicking brick), 
with grass or gravel in between. Popular in Maywood, 
these driveways allow for the retention of a greater 
portion of the landscape and are considered “greener” 
with respect to stormwater management due to the 
minimization of impenetrable hardscape. 

Figure X: Example of a concrete ribbon  driveway.
Source: Replace with a Maywood Example

Figure X: Example of a ribbon  driveway with 5’ between 
centerline of paving strips.
Source: Burlington Public Works

Permeable Surfaces: The use of permeable surfaces will 
be considered under the ACoA process. This includes 
pervious asphalt, concrete, and pavers (mimicking 
brick). 

your project may be 
subject to county-wide 

storm water regulations 
if  2,500 sq feet of land or 

more is disturbed

Figure X: Cross-section of a typical residential pervious driveway.
Source: REPLACE WITH MAYWOOD EXAMPLE

the county’s 
stormwaterwise 

landscape program 
offers potential 

funding for stormwater 
reduction projects
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Patios & Walkways

Patios and walkways will be considered under the 
ACoA process. There are different criteria for the 
installation of new patios or walkways and the 
replacement of materials for patios or walkways. 

New Patios and Walkways
The installation of new patios and walkways must be 
located in the rear half of the side yard or rear yard 
to be considered under the ACoA process (see Figure 
X).  The relationship of a walkway or patio to the front 
of the property affects the overall streetscape and 
character of the historic district and requires a CoA. 

Materials for New Patios and Walkways
Walkways may be constructed of concrete, stone, 
brick, concrete pavers, or gravel. Pervious materials 
also will be considered under the ACoA process. 

Patios may be constructed of concrete, stone, brick, 
pavers, or patio tiles.

Dimensions of New Patios and Walkways
New patios considered under the ACoA process may 
not be more than 200 sq. feet. Walkways may not be 
more than 36-inches wide.

Replacement of Patios or Walkways
The replacement of existing patios or walkways (with 
no increase in square footage) with new materials such 
as concrete, stone, brick, concrete pavers, or gravel 
(as listed above) may be approved under the ACoA 
process for any location on the property. 

Figure X: An example of a flagstone walkway that is popular in 
the Maywood Local Historic District.
Source: Landscape Network

Figure X: New patios or walkways in the shaded yellow sections 
require a CoA and in the hatched blue section an ACoA. 

Interior Lot Requirements for New Patio or Walkway
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Corner Lot Requirements for New Patio or Walkway Walkway and Patio Stairs and Railings
The installation of stairs and/or railings associated 
with patios and walkways will be considered under 
the ACoA process. Stairs may be constructed of wood, 
concrete, brick, stone, or brick or stone veneers.  
Railings shall be of a simple design and constructed of 
metal or wood.  

Figure X: Standard wood railing in the Maywood Local Historic 
District.
Source: Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board.

Figure X: An example of a metal railing approved by the HALRB 
for use in the Maywood Local Historic District.
Source: Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board.

Figure X: New patios or walkways in the shaded yellow sections 
require a CoA and in the hatched blue section an ACoA. 
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A/C Condensers, Heat Pumps & Generators

The installation of air conditioning condenser units, 
heat pump units, generators, and similar mechanical 
equipment will be considered under the ACoA process 
in the circumstances listed below. 

Mechanical equipment is permitted in the rear half of 
side yards and the rear yard, provided that they are at a 
minimum 8’ feet from any side lot line or 10’ from any 
rear lot line. 

Mechanical equipment, however, that is screened with 
a fence or vegetation may be located at a minimum 
5’ to any side lot line and 8’ from the rear lot line. 
Appropriate screening will be required if the unit is 
visible from the public rights-of-way.

See Figure X for mechanical equipment locations to be 
considered under the ACoA process.

Figure X: Mechanical equipment must be placed within the blue 
hatched area to be considered under the ACoA process. 

Large Trees

Unhealthy large trees (at least 15-inch in diameter at 
4’) may be removed under the ACoA process provided 
that the application includes a written report from the 
County Forester verifying the tree’s condition. 

The County Forester may require the replacement 
of trees per the Arlington County Tree Replacement 
Guidelines that specify the number and type of tree(s) 
to be replanted. Any appeal to the number of trees 
required for the subject replacement must be made to 
the HALRB. 

The County can make recommendations regarding 
appropriate trees to plant, if desired. 

contact hpp staff to 
set up a site visit with 

the county forester to 
inspect  your trees

Satellite Dishes

Modern satellite dishes are small and can be easily 
mounted on a window frame without damaging 
historic building fabric.  Small satellite dishes should 
be less than 18” in diameter and should be installed 
unobtrusively, preferably in a location not visible from 
the public right-of-way, and can be approved through 
the ACoA process. 

The removal of satellite dishes does not require a CoA 
or an ACoA.

8’/10’

5’/8’
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Outdoor Fireplaces & Fire Pits

The construction of permanent outdoor fireplaces 
and fire pits will be considered under the ACoA 
process. There are different criteria for the installation 
of fireplaces and fire pits, but both must be located 
in the rear yard of the dwelling. See Figures X- X for 
placement.

Outdoor fireplaces and fire pits must meet all required 
zoning setbacks for structures and Virginia Uniform 
Statewide Building Code. Outdoor fireplaces require 
a building permit. Outdoor fire pits 3’ or less likely do 
not require a building permit unless it has a gas line.  

Fireplaces

Outdoor fireplaces must be less than 7’ tall excluding 
flues or vents and located at least 10’ from any 
building to be considered under the ACoA process. 
The structures must be built with non-combustible 
materials and faced with stone, brick, or parged 
concrete. 

Fire Pits

Outdoor fire pits must be less than 3’ tall and 25 square 
feet to be considered under the ACoA process. Built-in 
fire pits come in a range of shapes including circular, 
triangular, and rectangular. The structures must be 
built with non-combustible materials and faced with 

Portable Outdoor Fireplaces

Portable outdoor fireplaces are defined as solid-fuel 
burning fireplaces that may be constructed of steel, 
concrete, clay, or other non-combustible material. 
These units are not anchored to the ground and 
can be moved (see Figures X). Virginia Statewide 
Fire Prevention Code requires that portable 
outdoor fireplaces be used in accordance with the 
manufacturer-specific instructions. Portable units do 
not require a CoA or ACoA. 

Figure X: An example of an outdoor fire pit with a stone veneer. 
Source: Family Leisure.

7’

Figure X: Outdoor fireplaces may be a maximum of 7’ tall to be 
considered under the ACoA process. 
Source:

Figure X: Examples of portable outdoor fireplaces that would not 
require a CoA or an ACoA.

stone, brick, or parged concrete. The pits may or may 
not have a precast concrete, flagstone, or brick cap.   
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Placement of Permanent Fireplaces

25’

10’

25’8’8’10’

Figure X: Permanent fireplaces and fire pits within the blue hatched areas may be considered for an ACoA. These locations correspond to 
necessary zoning setback requirements for structures. Please note there are no required setbacks for structures from the main dwelling. 

10’ 10’



Administrative Certificate of Appropriateness5-44

Placement of Permanent Fire Pits 

25’

10’

25’8’8’10’

Figure X: Permanent fireplaces and fire pits within the blue hatched areas may be considered for an ACoA. These locations correspond to 
necessary zoning setback requirements for structures. Please note there are no required setbacks for structures from the main dwelling. 
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Sheds

Sheds are categorized as either structures or accessory 
buildings in the ACZO (§18.2, General Terms 
Defined).

All sheds are structures, but sheds that are anchored 
to a foundation are typically considered accessory 
buildings. For example, a prefabricated shed resting 
directly on the ground without a foundation would be 
considered a structure. If the same shed is anchored 
to a concrete pad, it would be considered an accessory 
building. Identifying a shed as a structure or an 
accessory building impacts setbacks (see Figures X-X) 
and other zoning regulations. 

Under the ACoA process, HPP staff will review both 
stick-built (site built) and prefabricated sheds classified 
as structures  or accessory buildings if they meet all 
building and zoning requirements and design criteria 
outlined in this section. Otherwise, variations may be 
considered under the CoA process.

applicants must apply 
for all relevant building 

and zoning permits 
when planning for the 
construction of sheds

Location

Sheds must be located to the rear of the dwelling 
and conform to all setback requirements stipulated 
by the  ACZO (see Figures X and X). In addition, 
sheds or any associated foundations should not affect 
any surrounding trees of sufficient size to warrant 
protection under these guidelines. 

Size

Sheds may be a maximum of 80 square feet to be 
considered under the ACoA process. Larger sheds 
must receive a CoA from the HALRB.

Materials

Sheds may be constructed of the following materials:

• Painted or stained wood, all-wood plywood siding, 
oriented strand board (OSB) siding, hardboard 
faced siding, or cementitious fiberboard siding; 

• Wood trim, cellular PVC trim, or smooth 
cementitious fiberboard trim;

• Wood, steel, or fiberglass doors;

Design

The design of sheds should not have a negative effect 
on the character-defining elements of the house and 
its surroundings. Sheds should be simple in design, 
appear secondary to the main house, and blend with 
the surrounding landscape to the greatest degree 
possible. 

Sheds may have the following design elements to be 
considered under the ACoA process: 

• A foundation (gravel, paver, timber frame/pier, or 
concrete slab);

• Wood-frame;
• Vertical or horizontal siding;
• Gable, hipped, or shed roof;
• Single or double-leaf door; 
• Double-hung, casement, awning/hopper, or fixed 

windows; and 
• Vents.

Sheds may not have the following design elements 
under the ACoA process:

• Dormers (wall or roof);
• Paired or ribbon windows;
• Glass doors;
• Window or door transoms; and
• Decorative elements such as shingled upper gable 

ends, veneer foundations, exposed rafter tails, 
cupolas, shutters, or flower boxes.

For examples of sheds that could and could not be 
processed for an ACoA see Figures X-X. 

• Wood, aluminum-clad wood, or vinyl windows; 
and

• Wood shingle, asphalt shingle, or metal roofs.
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Examples of Sheds Considered under the ACoA Process

Figure X:  The wood-frame shed has cedar-shingle siding and 
an asphalt-shingle side gable roof. Fenestration consists of 
fixed multi-light windows and a double-leaf wood door. Other 
elements include wood corner boards. 

Figure X:  The lean-to, wood-frame shed has wood siding and 
a cedar-shingle shed roof. Fenestration consists of a double-
leaf wood door. If placed against the house, the shed would be 
considered an extension of the primary dwelling with respect to 
setback requirements.  

Figure X:  The wood-frame shed has OSB siding and an asphalt-
shingle hipped roof. Fenestration consists of operable double-
hung, vinyl-windows and a double-leaf door.  Other elements 
include wood corner boards. 

Figure X:  The wood-frame shed has OSB siding and an asphalt-
shingle front gable roof. Fenestration consists of a double-leaf 
door.  

Removal of Sheds

Sheds may be removed without a CoA or an ACoA if there is no foundation. Any shed with a foundation may be 
removed under the ACoA process under the following two conditions: 1) the foundation is demolished and the 
ground returned to its natural condition; or 2) the foundation is replaced with a site or landscape element that can 
be reviewed under the ACoA process (i.e., a new patio or replacement shed). 
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Examples of Sheds Not Considered under the ACoA Process

Figure X:  The wood-frame shed fails to meet the requirements 
for an ACoA. The shed has design elements (siding, roofing, and 
rafter tails) outside of what would be considered under the ACoA 
process. This shed would need to be reviewed by the HALRB for 
a CoA.

Figure X:  The wood-frame shed fails to meet the requirements 
for an ACoA. The shed has design elements (triangular dormer, 
shutters, and a door primarily of glass) outside of what would be 
considered under the ACoA process.  This shed would need to be 
reviewed by the HALRB for a CoA.

Figure X:  The resin (plastic) shed fails to meet the requirements 
for a CoA or ACoA. Resin is a non-conforming material in the 
Maywood Design Guidelines. 

Figure X:  The wood-frame shed has design elements (windows, 
skylight, decorative brackets, and cupola) outside of what would 
be considered under the ACoA process. This shed would need to 
be reviewed by the HALRB for a CoA.
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Setback Requirements for Sheds Classified as Structures

25’

10’

25’8’8’10’

Figure X: For interior lots, structures require a minimum 25’ setback from the rear property line and 8’/10’ setbacks from the side 
property lines. For corner lots, structures require a 25’ setback from the street, 10’ from the rear property line, and 8’ from the side 
property line. There are no required setbacks for structures from the main dwelling. All shed proposals classified as structures must 
meet these requirements. Neither the HALRB nor HPP staff have the authority to direct the Zoning Administrator to modify the setback 
requirements for sheds. 

*Lean-to sheds sited against the dwelling typically would be considered an extension of the house and are required to meet the setback 
requirements associated with the dwelling. Please check with the Arlington County Zoning Office to ensure setback compliance.
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Setback Requirements for Sheds Classified as Accessory Buildings

1’ 10’

25’

8’

1’ 1’

8’

1’

Figure X: For interior lots, accessory buildings require a minimum 1’ setback from the rear and side property lines and 8’ setback from 
the main dwelling. For corner lots, accessory buildings require a 25’ setback from the side property (street), 10’ from the rear property 
line, 1’ from the side property line, and 8’ from the main dwelling. All shed proposals classified as accessory buildings must meet 
these requirements. Neither the HALRB nor HPP staff have the authority to direct the Zoning Administrator to modify the setback 
requirements for sheds. 

*Lean-to sheds placed against the dwelling would be considered an extension of the house and are required to meet the setback 
requirements associated with the dwelling. Please check with the Arlington County Zoning Office to ensure setback compliance.
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Garages

Garages typically are categorized as accessory 
buildings in the ACZO (see §18.2, General Terms 
Defined).

Under the ACoA process, HPP staff will review single-
car detached garages classified as accessory buildings 
if they meet all building and zoning requirements and 
design criteria outlined in this section. For examples of 
single-car detached garages that could be considered 
for an ACoA see Figures X-X. Otherwise, variations 
may be considered under the ACoA process.

Location

Garages must be located to the rear of the main 
dwelling and conform to all setback requirements 
stipulated by the ACZO. See Figure X for locations 
considered under the ACoA process.  In addition, 
garages and associated driveways should not affect 
any surrounding trees of sufficient size to warrant 
protection under these guidelines. 

Size

Single-car detached garages may be a maximum of 
13’-wide, 22’-long, and 14’6”-tall. Any larger garages 
or two-car garages will be reviewed through the CoA 
process and must be approved by the HALRB.

Materials

Garages may be constructed of the following materials: 

• Wood or cementitious fiberboard siding (per the 
specifications noted in Appendix X); 

• Wood trim or cellular PVC trim (per the 
specifications noted in Appendices X and X)

• Wood doors; 
• Wood windows; and
• Asphalt shingle or metal roofs. Standing seam 

metal roofs must have a 1’-inch crimp.

Design

The design of garages should not have a negative effect 
on the character-defining elements of the house and 
its surroundings. These buildings should be simple in 

Setback Modifications

HPP staff may forward any single-car detached 
garage ACoA application to the HALRB if a setback 
modification would result in a building placement 
more in character with the historic district or if staff 
determines the details of the application warrant a 
public review process. 

§15.7.4 of the ACZO permits only the HALRB to find 
that the proposed setback for buildings and structures 
is consistent with the existing streetscape and historic 
district design guidelines (even though such setback is 
inconsistent with the requirements of the underlying 
zoning district) and request the Zoning Administrator 
grant a modification to the underlying setbacks. 

design, appear secondary to the main house, and blend 
with the surrounding landscape to the greatest degree 
possible. 

Garages may have the following design elements to be 
considered under the ACoA process: 

• Wood-frame;
• Horizontal siding;
• Shingled upper gable ends;
• Gable or hipped roof matching the roof pitch of 

the main house;
• Wood carriage-style or roll-up garage doors; 
• Wood single-leaf door on the side elevation; 
• Wood double-hung, casement, or fixed windows; 

and 
• Vents. 

Garages may not have the following design elements: 
under the ACoA process:

• Dormers (wall or roof);
• Ribbon windows;
• Vinyl garage doors; and
• Decorative elements such as veneer foundations, 

cupolas, or shutters.
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Setback Requirements for Garages Considered under the ACoA Process
> 1’

> 10’

> 25’1’

> 8’

Figure X: The maximum dimensions for single-car detached garages considered under the ACoA process are 13’ x 22’. For interior 
lots, garages (accessory buildings) require a minimum 1’ setback from the rear and side property lines and an 8’ setback from the main 
dwelling. For corner lots, garages (accessory buildings) require a 25’ setback from the side property (street), 10’ from the rear property 
line, 1’ from the side property line, and 8’ from the main dwelling. 

HPP staff may forward any single-car detached garage ACoA application to the HALRB if a setback modification would result in a 
building placement more in character with the historic district or if staff determines the details of the application warrant a public review 
process. 

1’
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Figure X: An example of an asphalt-shingled, hipped roof garage located on an interior lot that could be reviewed under the ACoA 
process. Note how the roof form and pitch of the garage match the main dwelling.  

Example of a Garage on an Interior Lot
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Figure X: An example of a standing seam metal, gable roof garage located on a corner lot that could be reviewed under the ACoA process. 
Note how the roof form and pitch of the garage match the gable of the main dwelling.  

Example of a Garage on a Corner Lot
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Figure X: An example of a hipped-roof garage located on an interior lot that could be reviewed under the ACoA process. Note how the 
roof form and pitch of the garage match the main dwelling.  

Figure X: An example of a front gable garage located on a corner lot that could be reviewed under the ACoA process. Note how the roof 
form and pitch of the garage match the gable of the main dwelling.  

Examples of Garages on an Interior & Corner Lot
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Maximum Dimensions for a Garage Considered under the ACoA Process

Figure X: The maximum dimensions for single-car detached garages considered under the ACoA process are 13’ x 22’ x 14’6. Applications 
that exceed this size or vary from the design parameters in this section must be reviewed by the HALRB through the CoA process.
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Solar Panels

In many cases, the preservation and rehabilitation 
of historic buildings can accommodate solar energy 
installations. While the primary objective of the local 
historic district overlay is the preservation of historic 
resources, the HALRB encourages projects that meet 
solar access requirements while maintaining the 
integrity of historic features, materials, and spatial 
relationships. The two main objectives of the following 
subsection are to protect the historic character of the 
buildings and reduce visual impacts of solar panels as 
seen from the public rights-of-way.

Option 1: Freestanding Solar Array

Ground-mounted solar panel arrays must be placed  in 
the rear yard or other locations with minimal visibility 
from the public rights-of-way. This placement would 
have negligible impact on dwellings and minor impact 
to the character of the neighborhood.  

Solar arrays must conform to all setback requirements 
stipulated by the ACZO.  See Figure X for locations 
considered under the ACoA process. These solar 
arrays should be screened from the public rights-of-
way with vegetation or fencing to the greatest degree 
possible. 

Figure X: An example of a freestanding solar array.   

ACoA Process (HPP Staff Review) for Solar Panels

The following two options can be reviewed through 
the ACoA process for both contributing and non-
contributing buildings. Any applications that fall 
outside of these parameters would need to be reviewed 
by the HALRB.

CoA Process (HALRB Review) for Solar Panels

The installation of traditional solar panels or 
alternative photovoltaic technology on the primary 
dwelling or elevations that are highly visible from 
the public rights-of-way would require review by 
the HALRB to ensure compatibility with the historic 
district and to provide an opportunity for public 
comment.  As solar technology progresses, this section 
of the design guidelines will be updated accordingly 
to incorporate compatible solar installations into the 
ACoA process.

the installation of solar 
photovoltaic systems 
requires permits from 

the county’s inspection 
services division 

While the use of ground-mounted solar arrays may be 
limited due to the extensive tree canopy in Maywood, 
this option should be evaluated first. With any solar 
installation, the HPP staff would not support the 
removal of trees (at least 15-inch in diameter at 4’ 
height) to increase solar access. Any ACoA application 
that necessitates the removal of protected trees under 
these guidelines would be forwarded to the HALRB for 
consideration. 
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Setback Requirements for Freestanding Solar Array (Structures)

25’

10’

25’8’8’10’

Figure X: For interior lots, solar array structures require a minimum 25’ setback from the rear property line and 8’/10’ setbacks from the 
side property lines. For corner lots, solar array structures require a 25’ setback from the street, 10’ from the rear property line, and 8’ from 
the side property line. There are no required setbacks for structures from the main dwelling. 
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Option 2: Solar Panels on the Roof of New or Non-
Historic Accessory Buildings, New Construction/
Additions, or Non-Historic Additions

Under the ACoA process, solar panels and alternative 
solar photovoltaic technology (such as thin-film 
solar panels or shingles) could be placed on new 
construction, new accessory buildings, new additions 
to historic buildings, and non-historic additions to 
historic buildings that have limited visibility from the 
public rights-of-way. 

The HPP staff will process applications for solar panels 
in these locations on both contributing and non-
contributing buildings when the majority of panels is 
obscured from the street. Applications may require 
photographic renderings depending on the proposed 
location of the solar panels.

To be considered under the ACoA process, solar 
panels should:

• Have a low profile;
• Be mounted no more than a few inches above the 

Example of a Rooftop Solar Panel Array considered under the ACoA Process

Figure X: An example of a solar panel array placed on a gable roof addition to a dwelling. The array would have limited visibility from the 
public rights-of-way and is located on an addition, and therefore, could be considered under the ACoA process. Any solar technology 
placed on the historic massing of the dwelling must be reviewed by the HALRB though the CoA process.  

surface of the roof; 
• Be set at angles consistent with the slope of the 

supporting roof;
• Be hidden behind architectural elements (such as 

dormers, cross-gables, etc.) if possible;
• Be arranged in an organized configuration;
• Avoid disjointed and multi-roof solutions;
• Minimize the points of attachment to the building;  
• Blend with the surrounding features of the historic 

resource with respect to color of the panels, 
support structures, and conduits; and

• Locate any inverters, storage units, or associated 
hardware on the rear half of the dwelling or areas 
with limited visibility from the public rights-of-
way. 

To be considered under the ACoA process, solar 
panels should not:

• Be placed on the primary facade of the building; 
• Require alterations to significant or character-

defining features of a historic resource such as roof 
configuration, dormers, or chimneys; and

• Obstruct views of significant architectural features.
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Asphalt Shingle Roof Replacement

The replacement of three-tab asphalt shingles with 
architectural asphalt shingles will be reviewed under 
the ACoA process. Applications should include 
a sketch roof plan showing the material on each 
roof plane, photographs of the existing roof, and 
specification sheets for the proposed architectural 
shingle. The replacement architectural shingle must be 
generally rectangular. Other proposed shapes would 
require a CoA from the HALRB.

Figure X: A comparison of three-tab asphalt shingles (left) and 
architectural asphalt shingles (right).   

Skylights

The installation of skylights can be reviewed under 
the ACoA process for both contributing and non-
contributing dwellings under the following conditions:

• Located on roof slopes that are not readily visible 
from public rights-of-way;

• The framing of the skylight should be dark and 
non-reflective to the greatest extent possible; 

• The design of the skylight should be flush with 
the roof line or lay flat with a low profile (no more 
than 9 inches tall) and mounted as close to the 
roofing as possible;

• Avoid convex designed skylights;
• Avoid loss or damage to historic features; and
• Minimize the impact on the historic character of 

the property. 

The HALRB will review proposed skylights that 
are visible from the public rights-of-way, impact 
character-defining elements of the dwelling, or are of a 
design outside of the elements listed above. 

Figure X: An example of skylights that could be approved on 
a house on a corner lot. The skylights are located on a non-
visible roof slope/elevation and placed behind a cross-gable. 
The skylights have a low profile and do not affect the character-
defining features of the dwelling.  

Roof Vents

Modern rooftop elements such as  plumbing stack 
vents, exhaust vents, attic vents, and combustion vents,   
can be reviewed under the ACoA process for both 
contributing and non-contributing buildings under 
the following conditions: 

• Located on roof slopes that are not readily visible 
from the public rights-of-way; 

• Vents should be painted to match the color of the 
existing roofing material when possible; and

• Installation should result in minimal damage to 
historic fabric.

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing and 
Other Equipment/Vents

The installation of mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing equipment/vents that pierce the walls of 
the side or rear elevations will be considered under 
the ACoA process. The elements shall minimally alter 
exterior elevations and not destroy or obscure historic 
fabric of dwellings.
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Asbestos Shingle Siding

removal of asbestos 
shingles must follow 

local, state, and federal 
hazardous materials 

guidelines and receive 
all required permits

In Maywood, it is not uncommon to have asbestos 
shingle over the original wood siding. The HALRB 
encourages property owners to consider the removal 
of such asbestos siding to restore the historic finish 
and appearance of the dwelling, but it is not required. 

There are homes in Maywood where the asbestos 
shingle siding may have been the original material 
on the dwelling. In these cases, the asbestos shingle 
should be retained. If it has deteriorated or poses a 
health hazard (often evident when it is crumbling), it 
may be removed and replaced with wood as outlined 
below.  

Under the ACoA process, the HPP staff will review 
the removal of asbestos shingles if the project meets 
all building code requirements and design criteria 
outlined in this subsection:

• The original asbestos shingle is in poor condition 
and should be removed as it poses a health hazard; 

• The asbestos shingle is a non-historic siding that 
potentially covers the original wood siding; or

• The asbestos shingle is a non-historic siding and 
no original siding remains underneath.

If the asbestos shingle siding is removed and there is 
no underlaying siding, the use of wood lap siding with 
an exposed face of 5 inches or less will be reviewed 
though the ACoA process.

If the asbestos shingle siding is removed and there 
is existing historic siding underneath, the proposed 
restoration of the existing wood siding (to the greatest 
extent possible) and any new wood siding of a 
matching  design and profile will be reviewed though 
the ACoA process. 

Under the ACoA process, proposals must either 
restore remaining wood trim elements or include 
installation of any missing wood trim (such as corner 
boards). All requests for alternative siding materials 
(cementitious fiberboard) or different types of siding 
will be considered by the HALRB through the CoA 
process. 

Figure X: The house at 2204 North Kenmore Street prior to the 
removal of its non-historic asbestos siding and uncovering of its 
historic wood siding.

Figure X: The house at 2204 North Kenmore Street after the 
removal of the non-historic asbestos shingle. The property owners 
exposed and salvaged sufficient original wood siding for the 
facade of the renovated home. 




