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Crystal City Citizen Review Council (CCCRC) Meeting 
June 28, 2017  

Meeting Summary 
7-9pm 

CCCRC Attendees:  Jerry Norris, Christer Ahl, Eric Cassel, Mitch Bonanno, Susan English, 
Rob Mandle, Barbara Selfridge, Jane Siegel, Judy Freshman, Rich Kelly, Joel Nelson, Linh 
Ong and Richard Price. 

Staff: Margaret Rhodes and Anthony Fusarelli (Department of Community Planning, 
Housing and Development). 

Members of the Public:  

Location: The Crystal City Community Room. 

 
Crystal City Sector Plan Update -  Anthony Fusarelli of the Department of Community 
Planning, Housing and Development provided an update on the implementation of the 
Crystal City Sector Plan.   

• Achieving Center Park and even the smaller parks is difficult. 
• Where are the contributions from the approved site plans? Are they being 

invested? Could they be used to fund an open space other than Center Park? 
• The County should just buy buildings and tear them down.  We would like to 

see Center Park, but we will not get to see it in my lifetime and we need to 
see some parks achieved in the near term.  

• While achieving Center Park is unrealistic, it should remain a goal of the Sector 
Plan. 

• Can we purchase Gateway Park near Long Bridge? 
• Eads Street is backing up onto Fern Street and 23rd Street and the buses are 

knocking mirrors off parked cars. 
• The “restaurant row” discussions should be revitalized. 
• 12th Street is an unmitigated disaster and maze. 
• Why is the TIF percentage being reduced when the realization of the Sector 

Plan is moving so slowly? Crystal City is an economic engine for the County 
and is effectively subsidizing schools and additional amenities in other 
neighborhoods, while Crystal City residents are left without any real 
amenities. 

• Can the TIF funds be used to fund a pop-up library? Are the funds just for 
parks, transit improvements, etc.? 

• The ART 92 route was intended to help commuters get from VRE to the 
Pentagon. 
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• Why are we not able to get staff for the pop-up library? We have nothing here 
for us. 

• The community really wants a library.  A book bus shuttling between 5 
different communities is insufficient. 

• There is an assumption that we have open space because we are near Long 
Bridge.  This is the only amenity for the nearly 12,000 people who live in 
Crystal City.  A bone should be thrown to us for generating so much County 
revenue. 

• What are the plans for the movie theatre? 
• Why is the TIF being cut if we need a librarian? 
• What is the timing for the interchange project leading to Long Bridge Park? 

 
Discussion of Challenges Facing Crystal City – The Council discussed this topic, led by Jerry 
Norris, the Chair. 

• We need urban village amenities in Crystal City.  It is not sufficient to just build 
office and residential buildings.  A lot of people do not want Arlington to be 
more urban, but it is important that the people in the suburbs understand 
that the urban places need to be good places to live, too.  Crystal City, Rosslyn 
and Ballston pay for the rest of the County’s schools, roads, snow removal, 
pipes, infrastructure, etc..  We need resilience in the face of economic crises 
and the office vacancy rate shows that we do not have this in Crystal City.  The 
Well-Tempered City is an important new book.  Are there ways we can show 
North Arlington on which side their bread is buttered?  Choices are needed.  
Arlington is rich enough to have someone staff the Crystal City pop-up library.  
How do we connect to the younger residents in Crystal City? 

• DC is a good place to work because it has a human scale. 
• Is the County Board being responsive to the community in Crystal City? The 

County does not seem to know how to engage multifamily unit dwellers.  Can 
we develop some ideas for how the County can better interact with these 
residents? 

• Best practices from another locality could serve as a model.  If our staff is 
challenged to reach out to multifamily residents then this poses a significant 
problem, as Crystal City is 100% multifamily.   

• Three times a week someone knocks on my single-family door, but it is hard to 
get into residential towers even with just a flyer.  All residential site plans 
should have a provision for ease of access for County and civil society to enter 
these buildings. 

• The sign ordinance update has made it so all signs must face inwards in Crystal 
City because they cannot face Arlington Cemetery, the National Mall or the 
neighborhoods.  This has a negative impact on residents. 

• The County thinks that if you choose to live in a high-density, mixed-use 
neighborhood, you get what you get.  The County is treating us unfairly. 



3 
 

• Quality of life is declining. People are moving out of Crystal City.  The County 
does not care what happens to the residents here.  The worst of city life is 
prevalent, but not the best of city life. 

• The County approval system is too transactional – you do this and we’ll give 
you this.  Cultural facilities need to be built here.  A longer term vision is 
necessary. 

• A vision is something that should be initiated.  Funding projects falls primarily 
to the developers.  We have good plans, but overall we are governed by the 
market.  The County rarely fronts any funding.  The library is an example of 
how the County thinks providing cultural amenities is someone else’s 
problem.  To accelerate progress, maybe the County should buy a building 
and tear it down to create Center Park because at this rate it will not be 
achieved for 30 or 40 years. 

• The CCCRC should write a letter to the County Board about these issues, not 
just about VRE and the library. 

• There are brand new buildings in the Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor and in other 
parts of the Count, but the best we see here is the reskinning of an older 
building.  Is the County still prioritizing Crystal City?  People are starting to ask 
when they should leave Crystal City. 

• The “We Live, We Work” project is fabulous. 
• Gentrification does not come without issues. 
• This area has perhaps one of the best transit locations in the DC area and is 

the only one with VRE. 
• There is significant train service growth with the new VRE station, Amtrak 

expanding Southern service and CSX growing substantially.   
• The VRE station analysis was bogus and the County is hiding behind VRE.  The 

Planning Commission and Transportation Commission had no role in the 
process and the County Board was not asked to be involved.  There was a lack 
of dialogue in the process and it seemed as though no one cared about our 
quality of life. 

• How can the County have a position on the VRE station location if it does not 
know what the residents want? 

• We were told that VRE would defer to the County, but the stakeholders’ 
group did not include residents. 

• VRE needs to make a good case why the station should be adjacent to the 
apartments. 

• The VRE analysis never examined noise.  What are the environmental impacts 
of the trains idling here?  The residents are just seen as potential future 
passengers.  No intervention is being offered. 

 
Next Meeting 

• The next meeting will take place in September or October. 


