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Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 at 7:00 PM 

Courthouse Plaza Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 

Azalea Room on the Lobby Level 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes (7:00-7:05) 

• Commission consider May 2018 minutes 
 
 
Public Comment (7:05-7:15) 
* Park and Recreation Commission public comment is open to all with a 3-minute limit per person.  

 
 
Naming of Potomac Yard Center Park [Diane Probus, DPR] (7:15-7:30) 
 
 
Presentation and Discussion on Biophilic Arlington [PRC Vice Chair, David Howell] (7:30-8:00) 
 
 
Commission-led Discussion on the Bill Thomas Outstanding Park Service Volunteer Award 
(8:00-8:15) 
 
 
Staff Report (8:15-8:20) 
 
 
Commission Member Reports (8:20-8:25) 

• 55+ (Andrea Walker) 

• Office of Sr Adult Programs now settled in at Madison while Lubber Run redone. 

• Marilyn Marton and Doug Frost recï¿½d Fran de Silva leadership award at June 
14 leadership lunch. Recognized was their 2-year effort in making the Arlington 
Alliance for Senior Programs a viable 501 (c) (3). Under Alliance auspices, 55+ 
senior center advisory committees once again are able to hold fundraisers/other 
events that expand senior program coverage. 

• Lauren Brooks is new 55+ Operations and Nutrition Supervisor for center Social 
60+ Cafes (formerly the Congregate Meal program). 
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• APS (Jim Miekle) 

• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn/Nereide Ellis) 

• The Bike Element Working Group conducted 8 outreach events in May and June.  
There have been no meetings since the last PRC meeting.  The next meeting of 
the WG is schedule for June 27. 
 

• Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 

• Civic Federation (Jesse Boeding/Duke Banks) 

• Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 

• Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 

• Staff is working to finalize the implementation plan for the framework 
agreement, as well as the park master plan. The 4MRVWG meetings have been 
put on hold until drafts of both are available. The working group may meet again 
in mid-July but that remains TBD. 
 

• Grants/Awards Committee 

• Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 

• We met on June 13, and June 25. June 13th a discussion point was about maybe 
using a replacement of surface lot with underground garage with field space on 
top-- will this provide the enough parking spaces and playing space for practice 
teams? There has been discussion about a pool on the premises but recent board 
meeting about budget will push this to a later date.  Neighbors would prefer a 
stadium with seating and a pool with off street parking.  June 25 meeting was a 
study about parking and what is enough for high students, parents, and faculty 
staff. We looked at circulation around the site (better traffic management), 
parent drop offs, commuters and public parking adjacent to the school as well as 
pay for parking to push for more students using the bus vs driving a car. 
 

• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• The group continues to coalesce its mission towards 1) Long term facilities 
planning and 2) Long term advice on the CIP process (as it relates towards 
facilities planning).   A letter concerning the current CIPs is being produced to be 
sent to the county and school boards. 
 

• Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 

• Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 

• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 

• Met May 23 and again June 19 to discuss surveys to be conducted late summer: 
stat valid survey of Arlington residents; one focused on aquatic folks (usage 
survey); and one focused on non-residents/business (includes those who work in 
County).  
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• Stat valid survey will be mailed/emailed (format to include response by cell phone 
as well as language options); other surveys will be used at pools, fitness centers, 
civic assns., metro stations, parks, BIDs). 

• Surveys also to inform participants whatï¿½s available at Long Bridge and why 
they want it. 
 

• Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 

• Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 

• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/Ellis/Howell) 

• David Howell presented on Biophilic Communities and what this might mean for 
Arlington. Commission members discussed possible next steps, including how to 
broaden the understanding of this issue within our commissions. Members 
suggested having David come and present to their respective commissions. There 
was also discussion about broadening the implementation steps in the POPS plan 
on Biophilic Communities. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster/Lauren Bailey) 

• NCAC June funding round. -- The NCAC voted to forward to the board for its 
approval and funding 2 projects including a project in Edison Park in the Arlington 
Forest neighborhood. Estimated cost $1,082,428.  

•  The project scope includes the renovation of the existing play areas, providing 
accessibility and addressing storm-water management, re-alignment of existing 
features if necessary, drainage and grading. There will be two play areas - one 
for 2-5-year-olds and one for 5-12-year-olds, and an area for swings. In addition 
to these play areas, there will be site furnishings, a new fence and gate 
separating the playground areas from the street, other ramps, railings and walls 
required in order to address accessibility both from the street and to the trail, 
beautification and reforestation via native plantings and related improvements 
deemed necessary during the engineering and permitting process. 

• A complete estimate of the cost breakdown and description of all projects can be 
found at: https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-
content/uploads/sites/5/2018/06/Spring-2018-NC-Funding-Booklet1.pdf 
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 

• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

• Staff is working on final edits to the draft POPS plan, which is expected to be 
posted and available for public review in mid-July. The advisory group is meeting 
this Thursday to review some of the key edits. Staff is scheduled to present to PRC 
at the July meeting. Public comment is expected to extend into September, and a 
wide range of commissions will receive presentations this fall. The final plan is 
scheduled to go to the board in December or January. 
 

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2018/06/Spring-2018-NC-Funding-Booklet1.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2018/06/Spring-2018-NC-Funding-Booklet1.pdf
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• Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 

• On June 5th, the Open Data Working Group met, where we talked on the need 
for Data conformity given the discrepancy between Data sources of county 
documents given that the Land Acquisition discussion last month which 
highlighted the discrepancies concerning the acreage of Taylor School and 
Zachary Taylor park. Discrepancies exist between Data in the Community 
Facilities Study and other county documents. 
 

• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
- Crystal City Retail (Crystal City Drive Corner Building)  -- The project has 

been put on hold because the applicant (JBG) is now reconsidering their 
options about converting the current 1770 office building to a residential 
building.  The whole corner building discussion, and the implications for the 
open space there assumed that a residential building was being developed.  
Apparently, JBG wants to keep its options open for instead reviving the 
current office building to take into account the possibility that there might 
be new large employers coming to Crystal City.   
 

- 2121 Crystal Drive (Crystal Parks) -- We learned very late in the process that 
JBG had proposed a minor site plan amendment to place two retail 
pavilions in this private open space.  This project was approved as a consent 
item by the Board on June 16.  We had understood earlier that this was a 
major site plan amendment that would have required full public discussion.  
The development, which will require some tree removal, is in variance with 
the Crystal City Sector Plan, which only allowed for such improvements if 
another large open space (Central Park) was developed first.  The Crystal 
City Civic Association supported this amendment because it would possibly 
preclude an even larger displacement of the open space at this location.  
The commission may want to consider having a briefing by Planning Staff 
on the minor site plan amendment process.  We may want to send a letter 
to the Board expressing our concerns.   

 
- PenPlace -- SPRC meetings continue on this residential project which will be 

located across the street from the large proposed PenPlace Open Space in 
Pentagon City.  Issues that remain include the appropriateness and size of the 
proposed temporary dog park, the size of temporary surface parking proposed on 
the future open space, the design of another co-located plaza which varies from 
the original open space design, and the design of the retail streetscape along 12th 
St. 

 
- Virginia Hospital Center -- VHC is proposing a large addition that would 

encompass the property between Edison St. and George Mason Dr. recently 
acquired from the county.  The project would involve a very large above-
ground parking structure located directly across the street from High View 
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Park neighborhood residences.  Residents and other groups have expressed 
concern about the lack of buffering green space and plantings that could 
help ameliorate the harshness of the transition between the hospital and 
the community.  There is a proposed open space/courtyard within the site, 
but it may be a temporary facility--subject to removal for future VHC 
expansion.     The commission may want to weigh in on the project, 
including alternative proposals such as green roof designs for the garage 
and other structures.   
 

• Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 

• The Sports Commission met May 31.  The chair provided current status of the 
efforts of the Four Mile Run Valley Working Group.  There was also an update on 
the discussion surrounding siting a high school at the present career center site.  
The SC received a presentation, similar to PRC, on the CIP and CIP project 
updates.  The SC reviewed a letter from the Aquatics Committee regarding siting 
of a high school at the career center site and whether or not a pool could be 
within the planning parameters.  Given the physical education classes that 
require pool space, there is question about whether the career center site is 
appropriate.  Finally, the SC addressed several internal matters, recruitment, 
transparency, and the annual work plan.   
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

• The May meeting of the Urban Forestry Commission focused largely on a review 
and consideration of rules and mechanisms available to protect trees. Staff 
began with a review presentation of current state and local laws. Also discussed 
was the potential changes in under the Chesapeake Bay Act to provide credits for 
tree preservation and planting under stormwater programs, since trees, like 
other stormwater features, benefit local and downstream waterways. Local tree-
related ordinances and permitting were also discussed. 

• Increasingly, individual, private residential construction is emerging as a co-equal 
threat to tree canopy, along with large-scale developments. 

 
 
Other Business (8:25-8:45) 
 

• Letters to the County Board 

• August PRC Meeting (Final Date and Activity) 
 
 
Next Meeting: July 24, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 


