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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
May 22, 2018 

 
 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair      
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Duke Banks 
Jesse Boeding 
Jim Feaster, Ex Officio 
Stephen Finn 
Shruti Kuppa 
Andrea Walker 
 
Guests:  
Drew Murray 
  
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner and PRC Staff Liaison, DPR 
Lisa Grandle, Parks Planning Division Chief, DPR 
Irena Lazic, Principal Planner, DPR 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Nereide Ellis 
Kirubel Fessesework 
Caroline Haynes 
Nathan Gould 
Michael Grace 
Cindy Krech  
Kevin Rachlin 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 
The Commission considered their April 2018 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting 
minutes.  The Commission approved the minutes as presented. 
 
 
Public Comment:   

 
There were no public commenters that spoke during this period.  Sports Commission member, 
Drew Murray, introduced himself to the PRC.   
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PRC Chair Ross explained that the PRC will be following public comment procedures per County 
Board Office guidance (up to three minutes per public commenter), allowing for clarifying 
questions after comment, and the Commission may consider addressing comments as part of 
Other Business or at a future PRC meeting.   
 
Ex Officio, PRC Commissioner Feaster stated that he will be stepping down as the Neighborhood 
Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) representative for the PRC and introduced Ms. Lauren 
Bailey as the new NCAC representative to the Commission.   
  

  
Agenda Items 
 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Budget Update [Lisa Grandle, DPR] 
 
Ms. Grandle provided a general overview of the new CIP budget for FY2019-2028, including 
several updates to portions of the CIP that directly affect the Department of Parks and Recreation.  
 
Commissioner Responses and Questions 
 

• What dates are you focusing on for measures of recent land acquisition? 
Ms. Grandle stated Calendar Years 2016-17.   
 

• Regarding Gunston Park, this is just a replacement of what’s existing currently? 
Ms. Grandle confirmed this statement and added that the existing bubble will be replaced.  

 
• Are there any new trails within this plan, going from unimproved to paved, or are these 

trails being widened/improved?  
Ms. Grandle stated this activity is part of the new land acquisition program.  This could 
also fund lighting on trails and improvements, especially for trails that are used for 
commuting. 
 

• How does the Northern Virginia Park Authority (NOVA Parks) coordinate with the Four Mile 
Run (4MR) trail? 
Ms. Grandle stated that the County does a lot to the trail at 4MR but would need to 
provide the PRC follow-up information on how the coordination is done amongst both 
agencies.  The County contributes on the mowing and other maintenance improvements.   
 

• The issue of Virginia Highlands Park (VHP) needing a master plan, why is VHP not on here? 
Ms. Grandle stated there are some funds from capital maintenance for VHP.  Until the 
POPS plan update is complete, work may then start on park improvements.  Furthermore, 
many improvements have already been done to VHP.  A good part of the park will not 
change, because in the last few CIP cycles improvements were proposed and made with 
corresponding funding.  Many of the improvements may be addressed with park 
maintenance capital funding.  
 

• Does the CIP vision for funding include funding for the parking lot at Central Library? 
Ms. Grandle confirmed that it does, as well as other facilities that are shared by Libraries 
and Arlington Public Schools (APS).  
 

• Why is the budget for Mosaic Park not part of public funds? 
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Ms. Grandle confirmed that the County is not paying for the first phase of the park 
construction because it is coming from developer contributions. 

 
• Land acquisition: for Zachary Taylor Park, it doesn’t make sense that the transfer of 

properties from APS and DPR (4.5 acres or so), because it is not additional Arlington County 
land.  (Another Commissioner added that the former APS property will now be new “County” 
park property). 
Ms. Grandle will verify this information and circle back with Mr. Rivero (PRC staff liaison) 
to provide information back to PRC (what was transferred to DPR from APS specifically). 

 
• Whenever a property came up, how did the County/DPR identify it and then how did the 

County find the money to acquire it? 
Ms. Grandle stated that if the County Board decides that the property in question meets 
the criteria and comes out of a master/sector plan, it makes acquisition a lot easier. 

 
• Is $8 million is being proposed for the WETA property (within 4MRV)? 

Ms. Grandle stated that it is difficult to put an exact number on that, because there are a 
lot of logistical pieces that need to come online first, but it is within the $6.5-$8 million 
range.  WETA may choose to stay/build a new facility on the current property, move out, 
or temporarily extend their time there. 

 
• Regarding VHP, we need to emphasize improving the park and increasing its quality. We 

have heard a lot about the growing population that lives there, including the casual use 
spaces that exist.  

 
• When speaking about VHP, we are talking about the park, community center, the library, fire 

station, and other components. I would like to see that the County looks at the entire site.  
Ms. Grandle stated that if this is where the PRC is, then the County Manager’s Office needs 
to hear this.  
 

• Shirlington Park is a long, narrow area (no fields), there is $6.5 million budgeted to it, and 
you look at other areas where there is more land associated with it, seems interesting how 
the money is allocated. It seems like a very weird number.  
Ms. Grandle stated that Shirlington Park will contain new overlooks, pathways, bank 
restoration, entryways along Walter Reed Drive and other side, sprucing up the 
Shirlington Bridge, including other improvements.  All of this is coming in approximately 
10 years, and escalation needs to be accounted, about 3 percent per year.  

 
• If we put more money to land acquisition instead of other amenities, there seems to be more 

tension between the needs. 
Ms. Grandle clarified that the numbers provide a general estimate of what is proposed in 
the future and in accordance with escalation.   

 
• Why very little money on casual use open space? 

Ms. Grandle stated if less money is used on synthetic field improvements, then 
maintenance and conversions will not occur and the County will not be meeting the 
demand for use.  The balance is doing this while also providing for the appropriate 
amount of casual use spaces. 
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• Land acquisition was mentioned being low on the list of priorities in the CIP online survey, 
and that does not surprise me, because people are worried about their taxes going up. So be 
cautious about where you get your data sources.  
Ms. Grandle encouraged PRC members to organize collectively their observations and 
comments now, so they can be effectively conveyed to the County Board in June.   
 

• How many people took the CIP survey? 
Ms. Grandle and Ms. Lazic stated about 3,000 respondents, over 4,000 comments. 

 
 
A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) Update [Irena Lazic, DPR]  
  
Ms. Lazic provided an update to the POPS process.  Ms. Lazic also mentioned that she would like 
to come back to the PRC for another update in July 2018.  

 
Commissioner Responses and Questions 
 

• Are you looking to reduce the page numbers in the body document of the revised PSMP? 
Ms. Lazic mentioned that staff is working with the consultant team to figure out how to 
best format the document to find a balance between written information and graphics. It 
will be more streamlined. 
 

• One suggestion may be to take away the compartmentalized boxes that define the different 
ways we would like to acquire property. The categories can overlap with one another.  
Ms. Lazic explained that the boxes define what are primary uses for properties, in which 
land may be acquired.  

 
• This sounds great when it comes to organizing land acquisition priorities, but some land 

comes up at the spur of the moment (i.e. Buck property), how can these properties be 
reflected?  
Ms. Grandle and Ms. Lazic responded that the County can purchase any property that may 
become available that are not mentioned on prescribed lists.  If the property meets the 
criteria for County Board consideration, acquisition would be recommended. 

 
• The ad-hoc acquisition of property is something the County knows how to do well; it’s in the 

area of long term systematic planning for acquisition where things can get difficult. 
 

• How can we have a proactive way of acquiring property, because there has not been a way 
of identifying properties for the future?  
Ms. Grandle stated that there has been proactive outreach done for land acquisition by 
sending out letters to properties that are close to parks to gauge their interest in selling 
their properties to the County (the residential properties near Benjamin Banneker Park is 
an example).  It has been an effective tool to use.  
 

• 80% of population growth will be in the development corridors, and most of the land 
acquisition areas will not be in these areas, they will be in the more suburban areas of the 
County.  We need to be more aggressive in the land development process to acquire property 
for parks/open space for urban corridor development projects.  
 

• Why are privately-owned public spaces not just conveyed to the County?  
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Ms. Grandle stated that a lot of the privately-owned public spaces are located over parking 
garages, and the County cannot own it “in-fee”.  Furthermore, these spaces incur 
significant maintenance costs.  These spaces have high level of usage and contribute to the 
aesthetics of the associated buildings.  Ms. Lazic also addressed that the POPS will be 
encouraging private developers to provide for dog facilities on-site (parks or runs).  
 

• It would be good to require “Arlington park signage” within these privately owned public 
spaces, so people realize that they may use this space as a park.  

 
• A distinction that needs to be made between comparison cities, is whether these cities are 

working off a “proffer” system, which the County does not have. 
Ms. Lazic clarified that a one-to-one comparison between Arlington and the comparison 
cities was not intended.  Instead, staff wanted to clarify other city experiences and what is 
consistent with Arlington’s future direction. 

 
• Ms. Lazic explained that the POPS will be changing projections of Level of Service (LOS) 

from the year 2045 to 2035.  This was a comment received from the community and 
agreed upon by the County Board.  It is more accurate to project LOS needs in shorter 
periods of time.  

 
• For natural land use expansion, how can we do this with the LOS numbers provided that 

don’t really focus on casual use needs? 
Ms. Lazic explained that some County parks may be naturalized and may incorporate 
biophilic opportunities.  These are tools to achieve greater opportunities for natural lands.  
 

• In terms of evaluated casual vs. programmed uses, it does not make any difference if 
something is designed for a rectangular field use, it may also be used as casual use space.  
For basketball courts/volleyball courts, casual use opportunities may not be possible.  Where 
appropriate, flexibility in design for various uses is very important.  
 

• Something important with respect to the measure of casual use spaces is how we do the 
calculation.  It is important the incorporate all the accessory and bordering uses to 
programmed facilities such as fields, and define that space clearly as programmed. 

 
 
Staff Report  
 
Fairlington Park Project 
Project is under construction. Construction entrance is being created.  

 
Gunston Diamond Field Synthetic Turf  
Project is with Purchasing to go out to bid soon. 

 
Gunston Bubble 
Purchase Order in hand and coordination of construction is pending confirmation with Parks and 
Natural Resources. 

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 
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1. Our new forester, Laura Hassell, started May 14. Laura has a background in sustainable 
landscape design and was most recently an urban forester with Fairfax County. Laura will 
be filling the position formerly held by Vincent Verweij, who now oversees the urban 
forestry unit. 
 

2. EcoAction Arlington is accepting applications for tree planting on private property. The 
deadline is June 11, and residents can apply at 
https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/community-programs/trees/ to apply for a tree to 
be planted. 

 
3. Tree planting on public property is wrapping up before the end of May. Tree watering has 

commenced as of the second week of May. 
 
4MRV 
A County Board work session occurred on February 20th discussing various topics associated with 
the upcoming consideration of the 4MRV Area Plan and Park Master Plan Policy Framework (to be 
advertised to the County Board in April 2018 and considered for action in May 2018). During this 
work session, the County Board directed the creation of a new subcommittee of the Working Group 
to review siting, orientation, design, and other park element considerations for the new Jennie Dean 
Park plan.  

 
The Committee met on four (4) separate occasions (all were public meetings) and were scheduled 
to report back to the Working Group on March 21st. However, a snow storm cancelled all County 
activities on this day, and the Working Group meeting was cancelled.  The Jennie Dean Park 
Committee presented their findings to the overall Working Group at the April 12, 2018 Working 
Group meeting, before advertisement of the Policy Framework to the County Board. Furthermore, 
the Working Group voted 14-9 to support the Jennie Dean Park Committee’s “Concept 1, Phases I 
and II”. Staff also recommends moving forward with “Concept 1, Phases I and II” for the final Policy 
Framework adoption.  The County Board will consider this item at their Saturday, May 19th regular 
meeting.   

 
RHP+ 
The Penzance design has submitted construction drawings for the 1555 Wilson Boulevard site plan 
project (originally approved by the County Board in February 2017). DPR’s design team has 
developed two conceptual designs for the playground to be relocated to the APAH Queens Court 
Site, temporally known as the 18th Street North Park. An online feedback opportunity to gather 
input about the conceptual designs is ran until May 1st and a community meeting was held on 
Thursday, May 3rd at Key Elementary School (7 p.m.) to present the options and gather additional 
feedback. Based on the feedback from the community engagement, a final concept will be prepared 
and presented to the PRC in June or July 2018.    

 
Nelly Custis Park 
The preferred design concept chosen by the DWG (Design Working Group) was presented to the 
Civic Association meeting on Wednesday, November 8th. The project was approved by the Civic 
Association. The plans have been submitted to DES for Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) permitting. 
The permitting phase is projected to last three months. After the LDA permit is obtained, the project 
is anticipated to go out to bid. 

 
Dawson Terrace Park 
County Board approved renovation project; staff is currently working on the purchase order to 

https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/community-programs/trees/
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begin work.  
 

Henry Clay Park Renovation 
The first community meeting occurred on February 28th and all the information is on the project 
webpage: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/ Second 
community meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 23rd. 
 
Long Bridge Park – Field #3 Replacement  
Under construction. About 100% of the original field has been removed. Staff is in the process of 
redesigning the base. The turf was delivered on 5/16. 

 
Fleet Elementary School (NES @ Thomas Jefferson) 
Waterproofing of the garage foundation walls is ongoing. The waterproofing material is being 
attached to the steel & wood structure supporting the excavation, which will remain in place 
serving as the formwork for the outside wall of the garage foundation when the concrete walls are 
poured. Footing and wall/column foundation installation at the lowest level of the garage 
excavation is progressing. Concrete construction of the 2-level underground garage will be ongoing 
for approximately 2 months. To expedite installation of footings and foundations, a mobile crane 
has been set up within the excavation to transport reinforcing bar, concrete formwork, and the 
concrete itself to various locations within the building footprint as needed.  

 
Construction of improvements to the west sidewalk at South Old Glebe Rd are complete. The goal 
of the sidewalk improvements was to provide a clear 4-foot-wide path on the west sidewalk from 
the 1st Road South intersection to the northernmost extent of the project. Currently, there are 
utility poles right in the middle of the sidewalk at several locations. The County has approved 
installation of sidewalk nubs around the poles that will result in the 4-foot-wide clear access path. 
Now that this work is complete and the sidewalk is reopened to pedestrian traffic, the east sidewalk 
and parking lane will be closed and fenced in to facilitate construction of the garage and 4-story 
school structure. Notification of this closure has been provided to adjacent neighbors and the 
community in general. 

 
The 1st phase of the water line replacement work in the South Old Glebe is complete. The 1st phase 
consisted of replacement of the existing 6” diameter service line with a new 8” diameter service 
line the length of South Old Glebe Road to better serve not only the new school, but also the adjacent 
neighborhood. The 2nd phase of the work will be to re-tap existing neighbor services into the new 
line. This will occur soon, and advanced notice will be sent to all impacted adjacent neighbors. 

 
Oak Grove Park Playground – NC Project 
Soft opening at the park occurred on 3/29.  Tree planting took place in April. Grass still needs to 
get established (have seed and matting in place). Ribbon Cutting is set for Saturday, 6/16. 
 
Change in Land Classification Request for McCoy Park and Benjamin Banneker Park  
DPR has two Change of Land Classification applications undergoing review for McCoy Park and 
Benjamin Banneker Park.  This action is necessary to reconcile the Zoning Map, General Land Use 
Plan (GLUP) and the Public Space Master Plan to reflect the public use of these two parks.  These 
requests will change both parks to S3-A zoning and GLUP designation to “Public”.  The County 
Board must approve the changes.   

 
Next Steps: 

 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/
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• May 19 – County Board will consider the request to advertise the land classification 
changes. 
 

• June 16 – County Board will consider action to change the land classifications for both 
parks.    

 
Reeves Farmhouse – Landscape Modification Project   

• Construction of the landscape modifications is ongoing.    
    
• Staff is developing the perpetual historic preservation easement and will take it to the 

County Board for approval in either June or July.   
 
• The actions necessary to record the Unified Residential Development plat, approved by the 

County Board in September 2015, will be completed by September 2018.   
 

Madison Manor Park Rehabilitation 
Staff held the second overall community meeting on April 12th following three playground working 
group meetings. Staff presented the overall concept for the park with two optional layouts for the 
basketball, picnic area and open play area. Consensus was gained for one of the options and staff 
will begin to refine the final concept and prepare construction drawings. A final open house 
meeting will be held on June 10th from 5:30 to 7:30 PM at the park to present the final park plan to 
the community during the annual community picnic. Construction is anticipated in the spring of 
2019. 
 
APS Reed Elementary School Expansion 
APS is preparing the schematic design of the school building and grounds.  They anticipate 
completing it in June and taking it to the School Board for approval in July.   

 
Crystal Square Block Plan/1770 Crystal Drive 
JBG has submitted for County review a Crystal City Block Plan and concurrent 4.1 Site Plan called 
1770 Crystal Drive.  Four Long Range Planning Committee meeting and three Site Plan Review 
Commission meetings have been held to review the application. Additionally, an online feedback 
form ran from March 19th through March 28th to gather input on the future open space and the 
applicant’s inclusion of a corner retail building. The Block Plan and 4.1 Site Plan was heard at the 
Planning Commission in May and has been deferred to June for the Board hearing.  

 
New Secondary School at Wilson 
Completed and ongoing tasks: 

• Erection of elevator core walls completed. 
• Installation of concrete slab on grade at B2 level completed. 
• Mass excavation completed. 
• Perimeter wall waterproofing ongoing. 
• Concrete footings and foundation walls ongoing. 
• Installation of below grade utilities ongoing. 
• Delivery and installation of major structural steel ongoing. 
• Curtain wall material released for fabrication. 

 
Construction activities next month: 

• Concrete pour on elevated decks. 
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• Concrete slab on grade at G1 level. 
 
Process related activities: 

• Construction activities will continue between 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays, and 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on weekends and holidays. 

• Washington gas will continue replacement of the gas main along Wilson Blvd from N. Pierce 
St. to N. Quinn St.  
 

Bluemont Trail Connection 
Civil Engineering Plans (CEP) and LDA permits for the trail/sidewalk connection were approved 
by DES.  Construction of the connecting sidewalk/trail is has started. Invasive plant management 
for the first year is complete. Celandine treatment took place in early April, and the first summer 
treatment is scheduled for late May with an additional treatment in late August. Updated before 
and after invasive plant removal photos have been posted online. A first phase of planting took 
place in April in the "Glen" area off the 1st Street North Bluemont entrance. 
 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed  
Invasive plant treatment for calendar year 2017 is complete.  Invasive plant treatment will resume 
with a Celandine treatment late March and a first summer treatment late May/early June. Tree 
planting for both Lucky Run and Allie Freed will take place Fall 2018.  
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
The award of construction contract will go before the County Board at their May 19th meeting for 
approval. Construction documents are nearing approval for land disturbance plan review. A late 
summer construction start is anticipated with a late winter completion. 

 
Thomas Jefferson Synthetic Field 
(No changes since April 2018). Project closed out. The County Engineer will need to perform a final 
inspection to close out the building permit. 

 
Tyrol Hill Park – Phase IV 
Best Management Practices (BMP) around the building pavers and stone infill is complete. Roof 
work to start on Monday. Trees are being planted, asphalt trail about 85% completed. Final grading 
has started.  

                
Benjamin Banneker Park Near Term Improvements 
Staff and A/E are working on CD drawings for project to get to 60% submission. Dog Park concept 
design presented on 5/2 with online feedback window. Design is in process for playground, second 
and final playground meeting date TBD, late May or mid-June. PNR announcing next series of 
invasive removals within areas of the park.  Planning rezoning presented to LRPC, going to County 
Board in June for approval of residential zoning changes. 

 
6600 and 6616 Benjamin Banneker Houses Demolition 
Asbestos removal is complete. DES and Urban Forrester inspection to occur soon. Letter of 
notification to the EPA and State have gone out. 10-day wait period from EPA before starting 
demolition (May 15, 2018). LDA permit has been issued.  Building permits secured, and demolition 
is forthcoming. 

 
Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 
Schematic Design review period is ending. Design/Build (D/B) will next proceed on with Design 
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Development and preparing package for submission to DES for Civil Engineering plan review. 
 
Stratford Park 
Punch List walk through is scheduled for this week. 

 
Lubber Run Community Center and Park 
(No changes since April 2018). Staff are working with the Construction Manager at Risk (MCN Build) 
and the project Architect (VMDO) to finalize the design and have begun work with the County 
permitting office for early release packages for Civil and Raze. The Community Center will close in 
July 2018 after all staff and programs have been moved out of the facility.   
 
McCoy Park Improvements 
Project is in starting permitting review. Rezoning for park presented to LRPC and going to County 
Board in June. Identifying tree placements with Urban Forestry. 

 
Career Center Working Group 
The Career Center Working Group shall develop a plan that defines how APS can open 700‐800+ 
additional seats to the Career Center facility by 2022, within funding already approved by the 
School Board, while also providing options for optimizing future development of public facilities 
with in the study area through a phased development plan.  Read the complete charge here. 

 
The May 17 (Thursday) meeting will cover open space, high school athletics, and access to 
athletic fields.  There will also be a reporting from the Library Subcommittee.  The meeting will be 
held at the Career Center from 7:00 to 9:50pm. 

 
Mosaic Park  
The County has completed working through a value engineering analysis with our designers and 
consultant team to bring the project within budget and maintain the integrity of the design after 
construction bids came in high.  We will be holding a community meeting on Wednesday, May 
30th to communicate our next steps with all interested parties.  Following the meeting, we 
anticipate working throughout the remainder of this year to complete the final design, bring the 
project through permitting and conduct construction bidding.   

 
905 20th Street South – Preparation for Demolition 
Rodent controls install complete. Hazmat survey ordered and asbestos and lead testing conducted 
and completed; currently awaiting the results of the report.  Staff is currently working on 
obtaining utility letters.  
 
 
  

https://www.boarddocs.com/vsba/arlington/Board.nsf/files/ATKMR55A0C2E/$file/Career%20Center%20WG%20Charge%20-%20adopted%20111417.pdf
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Commission Member Reports  
 
55+ (Andrea Walker) 

• Vacancy soon to be posted: Aurora Hills Senior Center Director, part-time (24 hrs./wk.), 
permanent position which means benefits. 

 
APS (Jim Miekle) 
 
Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn/Nereide Ellis) 

• The Bike Element WG met April 27 with an extensive discussion on their outreach events.  
The outreach effort is an attempt to obtain community feedback on ideas and proposal for 
improving biking in Arlington to include for both recreational and functional, i.e., 
commuting, purposes.  The outreach events began May 18 with Bike to Work Day.  The 
remaining events are:  May 23, 5:30-7:30 pm, at the Lee-Harrison Shopping Center; May 29, 
5:00-7:00 pm, at the Shirlington Village Library; May 30, 4:30-6:30 pm, Crystal City Metro; 
June 2, 2:00-4:30 pm, Arlington Mill Community Center; June 4, 4:30-7:30 pm, Navy League 
Building. 

 
Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 
 
Civic Federation (Jesse Boeding/Duke Banks) 

• At its May 1st membership meeting the Revenues and Expenditure Committee of the Civic 
Federation submitted a Resolution to be considered concerning future budgets given the 
fiscal realities confronting Arlington County. This resolution, attached will more than likely 
be tweaked before a vote is taken at the June Meeting scheduled for June 5th.  
 
The resolution draws heavily from the Manager's letter to the County Board when he 
submitted the proposed operating budget to the County Board in February concerning the 
long term fiscal situation of the county. The appropriate section of the Manager's letter is 
shown as attachment A to the resolution. 
 
In particular, I draw your attention to the parks reference to the Manager's letter which 
states: "Reductions in Parks and Environmental Services crews including those that provide 
maintenance in the parks and repaving of the sidewalks." The nature of the resolution is to 
encourage the County to find more efficiencies in providing services and in prioritizing 
expenditures. However, it is worth noting that the Manager is tentatively considering cuts to 
the Parks maintenance budget in future budgets if cost cutting is required. 

 
Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 
 
Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 

• On Saturday, May 19 the County Board adopted the 4MRV Framework Plan by a vote of 5-0, 
supporting the adoption of Concept Plan 1 for Jennie Dean Park. Additional working group 
meetings will be held on an as-needed basis to review implementation plans, including the 
final design for Jennie Dean Park. 

 
Grants/Awards Committee 
 
Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 
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• The Career Center Working Group meets regularly to discuss several designs for the schools 
(Patrick Henry and Career Center and the Library) on this property and how to navigate the 
future of the needs of Arlington County Public Schools. 

    
Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• The JFAC met to review its work program for 2018.  The current focus will be in two areas 
with two subcommittees:  1) Long term planning for schools and county facilities and 2) 
Analysis and planning for the CIP process--both schools and county funding.  The 
subcommittee meetings begin this week.  Representatives of interested groups and/or the 
public are invited to attend.   

 
Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 
 
Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 
 
Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 

• The 2nd meeting will be Wednesday, May 23 (aka tomorrow). 
 

Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 
• The approved design for the new Lubber Run Community Center is nearing implementation. 

Programs in the existing facility will be discontinued in late June or early July. Construction 
on the new facility will begin in the fall. According to the timetable, the project will be 
completed in late 2020 or early 2021. 

 
Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 
 
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/ Ellis/Howell) 

• Commissioners reviewed the results from the 2018 City Nature Challenge. Out of 68 cities 
participating around the world, the DC Metro area came in 5th in the number of 
observations (22,823) and 4th for the number of observers (877). Arlington County 
sponsored two events and the Arlington Regional Master Naturalists sponsored over 20 
events, most in Arlington parks. Arlington had one of the strongest showings in the region. 
Natural Resources Manager Alonso Abugattas will continue to review the data for species 
observations in Arlington. 

 
The City Nature Challenge provided excellent training for the planned bio-blitz in Arlington 
scheduled for September 15, 2018. 

 
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster) 

• In June NCAC will vote on projects to present to the County Board for funding. 
 

Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 
- Board adopted the integrated approach. There will be some tree loss but overall this is a win 

for PRC. The entire community and PFRC is ecstatic over the plan and are ready and willing to 
work with the County to make sure it’s done correctly. 

 
Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

• Full update on agenda for May 22 PRC meeting. 
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Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 
 
Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

- Crystal City Retail - After we composed (but not yet sent) a letter with PRC views on the Corner 
Building and the outlook for park funding and phasing, we found out that JBG has deferred 
presenting their proposal to the board, from May to July.  Subject to finding out about any 
significant changes to the proposal that would affect issues that PRC would be concerned 
about I propose forwarding the letter as drafted. 

 
- PenPlace - The applicant JBG is proposing to begin developing this Pentagon City site, which 

contains a planned, privately built central park.  The proposed apartment/retail complex, on 
12th St. S. would border the southern section of that park, which will be built by the applicant 
once they have begun to fill out the other buildings that will surround it.  The design for the 
park was developed four years ago, as the result of an extensive public process.  As proposed 
for the current site plan, part of the undeveloped open space will be used temporarily for 
surface retail parking.  Another portion would be a temporary dog park.  The current park 
design does not call for a dog park and there may be an expectation that local residents might 
want to make the dog park area permanent.      

 
Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 

• At the April meeting the commission heard a presentation on private league rentals of Parks 
facilities which is the same broad topic which the PRC has heard and that relates to the 
volleyball leagues.  Pete Lusk from DPR presented the same material that had been provided 
to PRC.  The Pickleball community presented on the growth of their sport both nationally 
and locally indicating that like other sports programming they need additional space.  
Finally, the commission discussed broadly their recruitment efforts and processes for making 
their work more transparent. 

 
Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

• The April meeting of the Urban Forestry Commission featured three primary agenda items. 
Leading off was an update on the Tree Canopy Fund and the status of the 2018 campaign to 
give away valuable trees. The fund is supported through revenues derived from developers, 
guided by the Urban Forestry Commission, and administered under a board directive by the 
former Arlingtonians for a Clean environment, as of this year named Eco-Action Arlington. 
Seven species of native trees are available to successful applicants this year. The deadline for 
submitting requests is June 11. Delivery and planting is included, and will take place in the 
fall. 
 
UFC also heard and considered an informal proposal from ATAG on the idea of creating Tree 
Preservation Awards to developers and contractors for conducting their projects in a way 
that avoids removing mature trees from project sites. Discussion ensued about the nature of 
incentives in this context, and the possible role of ATAG, UFC, and the county. The topic was 
tabled pending further consideration. 
 
Finally, UFC discussed a draft letter to the board regarding the 4MRV strategic framework 
and the Jennie Dean Park options. The members agreed with the text of the draft letter. 
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Follow-up 
• Commissioner Finn will be sending out a survey to the PRC the Bike Element work.   

 
• PRC Vice Chair Howell also mentioned the survey currently being done on streetlights 

within the County, and he will be sending the link to the Commission. 
 
 
Other Business 

• Letters to the County Board 
 
Commission Discussion: 

• PRC Chair Ross will draft a letter to the County Board on the DC Fray-volleyball 
issue that discusses the Commission’s thoughts/comments on this issue. Vice Chair 
Howell and Commissioner Finn will initiate drafting this letter.  
 

• We need to circle back on this volleyball/renting space issue.   
Chair Ross stated he would contact the individual that spoke on this topic at various 
PRC meetings. Is it okay for him to take it directly to the County Manager?  Vice 
Chair Howell stated that this individual has already brought this issue to the County 
Board level; so, if the operations staff is willing to work with him, maybe that should 
be the route forward, and the PRC does not need to be involved.  

 
• The County has come a long way in addressing this issue. It is not really part of the 

PRC’s function to the Board.  We can help with communication, but not to find 
resolution on this.  This is an executive function, not advisory.  

 
• If there is a systematic issue with this, then the Commission should raise this to the 

County Board.  However, if there is not a systematic issue, then the staff should work 
with this individual (and anyone interested) in fixing the problem. 

 
• We need to prioritize what our goals are as the PRC and what items needs the most 

attention by the Commission. 
 

• The letter should be framed on the broadly related to facilities programming; it should 
not focus on specific details.   

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:04 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: June 26, 2018, 7:00 pm 


