
Urban Forestry Commission 

May 24, 2018 

Meeting Summary 

 

Attendance 

Nora Palmatier 

David Howell 

Paul Campanella 

Sherry Frear 

Steve Campbell 

John Carey 

Caroline Haynes 

 

County and State Staff 

Vincent Verweij, DPR 

Jim McGlone, VDOF 

 

Guests 

John Ausink 

Elaine Simmons 

Michelle McMahon 

Ann Bodine 

Bill Roos 

Mary Glass 

Susan Land 

Bill Ross (PRC) 

 

Guests, Commissioners and Staff – Introductions and Sign-in 

Public Comment 

Ann Bodine shared observations on a project at 213 N Edgewood St., where seven mature 

tuliptrees (13 trees in total), were cut down. Ms. Bodine showed displays of the that clear-cut 

site, and others, to the commission. There was a request for better site development by 

developers. 

Michelle McMahon spoke about concerns about degrading of the Lyon Park neighborhood, 

because of clear-cut lots from development. 

John Ausink commented that the Lyon Park project constitutes the second time in two years tree 

removal of this scale occurred.  

Mary Glass provided a handout with notes, to provide suggestions for improving tree 

preservation in Arlington County. Ms. Glass raised issues about POPS involvement with trees, 

and requested the Urban Forestry Commission look at other jurisdictions for ideas. Ms. Glass 

also advocated for a tree ombudsman for trees, and better statistics on tree canopy and 

replacement. 

The commenters all expressed frustration that Arlington County wasn’t using the authority it had 

(even within the constraints imposed by Richmond) to protect its tree canopy. 

 

 



Overview: Existing Regulatory Framework to Protect Trees 

 

Staff provided an overview of current state and local statutes. 

 

Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) staff mentioned that stormwater credit for tree planting 

and tree preservation may be getting closer to being a reality, through the Chesapeake Bay 

Program. There was a discussion on the complications of development designs. 

 

Staff described a timeline of permit submittal. 

 

The chair offered to share a document with links to all County trees related to tree regulations. 

 

A discussion followed on zoning setbacks and whether they have been challenged by the 

Commission.   

 

Commissioner Carey mentioned a discussion with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and he may 

speak to developers about these issues. 

 

VDOF staff spoke about an experimental program, through the Chesapeake Bay program, 

comparing traditional SWM practices and forest preservation. 

 

Approval of April Minutes 

Approved with edits proposed by Commissioner Carey. 

 

Staff Reports - (provided in advance by email unless otherwise noted) 

 

There was a request for updates on Upton Hills Park, and the opinion of the commission. Asked 

whether a letter should be written about this project. It was suggested no letter to be written until 

the County review the project. Staff will provide an update in the staff report of next month’s 

meeting. 

 

Forestry staff reports follow: 

General: 

1. Laura Hassell, our newest urban forester, started last week. She will attend a future 

commission meeting, to get to know everyone. She came from the Fairfax urban forestry 

department, and has a background in landscape design and native plants. 

2. Vincent Verweij met with the Lee Highway Alliance working group, which includes 

former UFC member Karen Kumm Morris. A draft document is prepared for street tree 

species and tree space. Staff will review this document, to work with LHA members for 

the best solution for the Lee Highway revitalization process. 



3. Arbor Day was a success! A Southern Magnolia was planted at Glebe Elementary 

School, and the children prepared an amazing ceremony. Thanks to APS staff for all the 

coordination. 

4. Vincent Verweij met with US Forest Service researcher Greg Arthaud to coordinate on a 

December conference in Crystal City, on ecosystem services. There is an opportunity for 

a Forest Service-led walk showing the ecosystem services of trees in the Crystal City 

area. 

5. Staff is re-opening the discussion on Trees in stormwater BMPs. We are looking to 

balance the practical considerations of planting trees in BMPs, and trying to find the best 

balance of cost-benefits, to provide better guidance on all development projects 

proposing these solutions. 

6. On Sunday, Tree Stewards, in coordination with the Children’s International School, and 

the National Park Service, hosted a tree planting in Rosslyn, which was very well 

attended.  

 

Champion Trees: 

1. During our champion tree bike ride, we found three trees were no longer there: 

1. State champion Eastern hemlock at Lacey Woods. This had lost a lead during the 

windstorm, and was deemed unstable. 

2. 5th largest in state champion Black Locust along Harrison St (private). Unsure 

what caused its removal. 

3. County Champion Pitch Pine along 15th St and McKinley Rd. Likely failed during 

the wind storm, as the stump was still there. 

2. There is a need to check our champion, notable, and significant tree lists and GIS 

resources, for accuracy, and this will be a long-term project later in the year. 

Schools: 

1. Stratford school permit has been approved, and will likely commence soon with site 

preparation and tree removal.  

2. Reed school: staff will be working with the APS designs to reduce impact to existing 

trees, where appropriate, as some may still be impacted by the new design. 

 

Operations 

1. Reviewing and responding to resident calls and web submissions pertaining to County 

trees. I am receiving approximately 30 correspondences per week.  

2. Urban Forestry, with coordination with Natural Resources and the area Park Manager, are 

re-distributing the pile of wood left by several trees that were cut down/fell at Lacey Woods 

from a 2017 Summer storm. The wood from these felled trees is being used to block off 

several unapproved mountain bike trails and to line several trails throughout the park.  



3. Recent thunderstorms have produced a decent amount of tree damage that is currently 

being assessed and scheduled.  

 

DES & NC Projects 

1. Washington Blvd Bike Trail – Fort Myer Construction has installed tree protection 

fencing and E&S controls. Project is on time and going smoothly. There is a possibility of 

extra funds being available for additional plantings at the projects end. 

2. Clark Street Bridge – Tree protection fencing and E&S Controls have been installed and 

construction is underway. 

3. Columbia Pike – Tree protection and E&S Controls have been installed and construction 

is underway. 

4. 15th St N + Clarendon Blvd (Pork chop) – Tree protection and E&S Controls have been 

installed and construction is underway.  

5. NC Project: S Courthouse Rd – Tree protection, root pruning, and E&S Controls have 

been installed and construction is underway.  

  

Park Projects 

1. Lubber Run – attended the latest design meeting with DPR to go over 100% conceptual 

design. LDA will be submitted for staff review within the next few months.  

2. McCoy Park – met with the DPR Landscape Architect to go over plans before LDA 

submission. No timetable to start park construction, at this time. 

3. Powhatan Springs Skate park – This park will get a re-done skate section. The renewal 

will impact existing trees on site, and they will be replaced on the project. Due to ongoing 

volunteer projects in the forested area, we did not elect to replant there yet, but may explore 

this again in the future. 

4. Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center: Vincent Verweij and Jeanette Ankoma-Sey 

(landscape architect for Parks), walked the site, and Roaches Run, for potential 

reforestation opportunities. The project will be required to replant trees throughout the area, 

and some great locations were identified. 

5. Nauck Town Square: This project is undergoing review with staff and designers 

 

Site plans: 

1. The Berkeley started construction on 5/10/18. 

2. 2000 Clarendon Blvd completed demolition. The issues of on-site tree canopy have not 

been addressed yet, on this project. 

3. Pen Place: The SPRC meeting is tonight, during UFC. There remain concerns about tree 

replacement calculations, and the parking lot proposed by the applicant. 



4. 1500 Wilson Blvd: This project is under preliminary review. It is a proposal to build a 

cantilevered building, where currently a Starbucks occupies a triangle lot, at this address. 

This will impact existing willow oaks, and no clear strategy for replacement has been 

provided. 

 

By-Right Plans 

1. Attending/inspecting/reviewing on average 25 total preconstruction meetings, certificate 

of occupancy final inspections, and site plan reviews per week for single family home 

projects. 

2. Reviewing the Washington Golf and Country Club LDA’s (3 in total). 

3. The Rivendell School, along Lee Highway, will be re-developing, by-right. This may 

impact a notable tree on site. 

Report from Parks planning staff: 

Mosaic Park  

The County has completed working through a value engineering analysis with our designers and 

consultant team to bring the project within budget and maintain the integrity of the design after 

construction bids came in high.  We will be holding a community meeting on May 30th to 

communicate our next steps with all interested parties.  Following the meeting, we anticipate 

working throughout the remainder of this year to complete the final design, bring the project 

through permitting and conduct construction bidding.   

Brian Keightley’s report: 

1. Significant update to the native plant nursery, which includes an expanded area, irrigation 

to both nursery and greenhouse, and additional storage. As of this week, nursery 

continues to have a leak which has necessitated turning the water off for the whole 

nursery. It is believed that this is not related to recent work to upgrade, but plumber is 

still investigating.  

2. City Nature Challenge: five PNR employees worked on the project totaling over 40 hours 

of staff time. A total of 49 hours was also volunteered by six PNR staff who really 

enjoyed working on the project, some of which was done outside of Arlington County, 

but in the metropolitan area.  

3. An insight to a homeowner’s psychology after a large tree has fallen in their 

neighborhood. Aside from developers, voluntary removal of trees on private is a 

continuing battle for staff. Video recorded after the May 14 storm which brought down a 

few in Arlington also. I apologize for the poor audio. https://youtu.be/O7Y3sJzr3Lg 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/O7Y3sJzr3Lg
https://youtu.be/O7Y3sJzr3Lg


Commission Member Reports (provided in advance by email unless otherwise noted) 

Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group – Caroline Haynes 

Commissioners reviewed the results from the 2018 City Nature Challenge. Out of 68 cities 

participating around the world, the DC Metro area came in 5th in the number of observations 

(22,823) and 4th for the number of observers (877). Arlington County sponsored two events and 

the Arlington Regional Master Naturalists sponsored over 20 events, most in Arlington parks. 

Arlington had one of the strongest showings in the region. Natural Resources Manager Alonso 

Abugattas will continue to review the data for species observations in Arlington. 

The City Nature Challenge provided excellent training for the planned bio-blitz in Arlington 

scheduled for September 15, 2018. 

Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes 

On Saturday, May 19 the County Board adopted the 4MRV Framework Plan by a vote of 5-0, 

supporting the adoption of Concept Plan 1 for Jennie Dean Park, which UFC also supported. 

Additional working group meetings will be held on an as-needed basis to review implementation 

plans, including the final design for Jennie Dean Park. 

Planning activities  

The Housing Conservation District Advisory Group met mid-day on May 2 to discuss physical 

options to increasing housing in Housing Conservation District (HCD) (previous discussions had 

examined financial incentives).  While I was unable to attend the meeting, I have reviewed the 

presentation (https://arlingtonva.s3.dualstack.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/wp-

content/uploads/sites/15/2018/05/HCDAG-Presentation-May-2.pdf) and can offer the following 

assessment:  

Several "guiding principles" may help support the preservation of existing mature trees:  

"Encourage renovation and infill development while accommodating redevelopment" (as 

opposed to demolition of existing and reconstruction of new housing) and "Ensure projects are 

compatible with their surroundings." 

One "consideration"--"Infill may not be appropriate in the center of a purposefully-designed 

courtyard or open space"--may preserve mature trees but it's reach may be limited as it's 

application is site-specific. Another possible mature-tree-preserving option is financially 

incentivized additional height [for a new building in place of an existing building], as it would 

provide developers a way to increase density without an expanded footprint. 

The next meeting is June 27, in the evening. 

Planning Commission 

June 4 – Hearing 



• No agenda posted 

June 6 – Carry Over Hearing 

June 16 & 19 – CB and Recess Meeting 

Site Plan Review Committee 

May 24 – PenPlace Phase I (SP #105) Need someone to follow up as same time as UFC 

• Second meeting 

• Open space, landscaping, tree preservation is on the agenda 

• Initial development of 6-acre site, mix commercial / hotel residential 

• Green space envisaged 

• Some of site undeveloped 

• Plan to have two temporary parking lots; staff have suggested alternative that reduces, 

moves and establishes green space earlier. 

• Important to go. 

Virginia Hospital Center (John Carey): 

• An open space plan is now provided in this project 

• Commissioner Carey offered to share the open space plan with the Commission 

Public Facilities Review Committee 

June 14 – Reed  Proposed schematic design approval 

Tree Stewards – Steve Campbell 

Although it is a very busy season for Tree Stewards (TS), I have only a couple of specific items 

to report: 

- TS have been actively supporting the current round of the Tree Canopy Fund: assisting 

applicants, advertising the program, canvassing neighborhoods, as well as resolving issues with 

some of the TCF trees planted the last couple of months. 

- one upcoming program that may be of interest- a TS membership meeting will take place in 

Falls Church, but there will also be a continuing education program and tree walk on the topic of 

“how Falls Church maintains its tree canopy”.  Sunday, June 10, 3-6PM. 

 

Typical TS activities this time of the year include staffing tree information tables, removing 

invasive plants, as well as “functional” pruning (removing dead branches, hangers, crossing, 

dead, dying, and defective branches) of County-owned trees (Wakefield High School upcoming). 

 

Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier 

 



105 applicants to date which is good since the majority apply in the last few days. Deadline is 

June 11.  It is anticipated there is enough funding for all trees that meet the requirements for 

spacing, light, etc.  Zipcode break down of the 105 is 22201 = 2; 22202 = 17; 22203 = 5; 22204 

= 31; 22205 = 18; 22206 = 4; 22207 = 23. Keep getting the word out about the program.  There 

will be 2 meetings in June where UFC volunteers will need to attend selection meetings. Dates 

will be announced soon. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forest Roundtable – Nora Palmatier 

 

June 11 in Fairfax.  Topic is Trees and Air Quality with noted speaker David Nowak.  Details 

and registration of $10 at www.TreesVirginia.org  

 

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Commission – Phil Klingelhofer 

On May 10, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) held its monthly 

meeting, with two significant items on the agenda: 

Discussion / Action Items   

• Presentation on Biophilic Cities, David Howell, Arlington County Parks and Recreation 

Commission.  David Howell presented an overview of the Biophilic City process and 

benefits from incorporating the environment and nature into all planning processes.  Living 

in proximity to nature makes people happier, healthier, and more productive. Biophilic cities, 

where a commitment to natural space and natural features is at the core of planning and 

design, provide abundant and varied opportunities to connect residents with the natural 

world. By committing to biophilic principles, Arlington will realize numerous, tangible 

benefits for its future as a sustainable county and a nurturing human habitat. His white paper 

is attached. 

• Community-Based Farmers Markets, Rob Swennes, Vice Chair, NCAC. Rob Swennes 

discussed the process for establishing several farmer’s markets, including at Westover and 

Park Fairfax.  Information can be found at https://westoverfarmersmarket.org. 

April NCAC meeting. I was out of town for the April 12 NCAC meeting, which was attended by 

Erik Gutshall, the newest Arlington County Board Member.  The draft minutes are attached. 

Project Status Report  For a status report on all approved NC projects, click here.   

Public Spaces Master Plan – Caroline Haynes 

Staff and the Advisory Committee continue to work on changes to the July 2017 draft, including 

refinements to land acquisition, synthetic fields and lighting, design guidelines for privately 

owned public spaces, casual use space and an example of the development of level of service. 

Staff presented to PRC on Tuesday and POPS is on the agenda for the May 29 meeting of the 

Long Range Planning Committee of the Planning Commission. Additional Advisory Committee 

meetings are scheduled for May and June. 

Environment and Energy Conservation Commission - Kimberly Fedinatz  

No report 

http://www.treesvirginia.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestoverfarmersmarket.org&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C852517ff3750474d92cd08d5c1244977%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636627283963371197&sdata=98xfRRcqb2NNvKY%2FcDcTbjzCmyZLjFkJssPZs8ZpGPI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.dualstack.us-east-1.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2017%2F10%2FProject-Status-Oct-2017-1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C852517ff3750474d92cd08d5c1244977%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636627283963371197&sdata=Eh4TO0QOwjG2SM0IK5XiMZq6rF%2FIK3cktdAGCC%2B7lm8%3D&reserved=0


Virginia Department of Forestry – Jim McGlone 

• The Department processed a cost share grant to treat two ash trees in Arlington (on 

private property), and will be treating the national champion white ash tree in 

Alexandria. 

• Kinner Ingram is hired with VDOF as an urban forest conservationist. 

• A description of the Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM) 

was shared. Arlington participates in this program to address invasive species on a 

regional scale. 

• Staff provided an update on the Spotted Lanternfly 

 

Arlington Public Schools – Jim Meikle 

No report 

Virginia Cooperative Extension – Kirsten Ann Conrad 

No report 

New Business 

No new business added to the June agenda 

Next Meeting 

June 28, 2018, Courthouse Plaza – Room 311 


