
PUBLIC FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 700, Arlington, VA 22201 
TEL 703-228-3525  FAX 703-228-3543       www.arlingtonva.us 

June 27, 2018 
 
The Honorable Barbara Kanninen, Chair 
The Arlington County School Board 
Syphax Education Center 
2110 Washington Blvd. 
Arlington, Virginia 22204 
 
RE: Reed Elementary School –Schematic Plan Design 

 
The Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) has held two (2) meetings during 2018 to 
consider Arlington Public Schools’ (“APS’s”) Schematic Design Plan for a new elementary 
school at the Reed School site, all of which were held jointly with the Building Level Planning 
Committee (BLPC). The PFRC consists of representatives from County Commissions, as well 
as project-specific representatives. 
 
The PFRC’s mission is to ensure that the highest quality of land use planning, design, 
transportation planning, and other important community aspects are incorporated into civic 
projects as assigned to the Committee by the Arlington County Board. The PFRC uses the 
Principles of Civic Design (attached) to inform the design of civic facilities in Arlington. 
 
Reed Elementary Schematic Design 
 
The PFRC overwhelming supports the proposed Schematic Design for Reed School. Members 
expressed appreciation to the design team for its efforts to respond to comments from the PFRC 
and BLPC throughout the process. PFRC members noted, as well, that the Schematic Design – 
particularly the architecture – improved from the first meeting held on May 15 to the second 
meeting held on June 14. The design respects the community’s desire for preservation of green 
space and keeps most of the recreation amenities that are on site currently.  
 
Due to fire access requirements, APS adjusted the design to move the basketball courts closer 
to the school. In the current design, the courts would allow fire apparatus to access the west 
side of the school without increasing impervious surface dramatically to provide this access. In 
this process, the size of the basketball courts diminished – going from 2 courts in the initial 
draft to 1.5 courts in the revised version. While smaller, many liked the new location as some 
residents expressed concern about the noise generated from the proximity of the courts to their 
property as shown in the initial Schematic Design. 
 
While the Committee’s members are pleased with the overall design of the proposed facility, 
PFRC members did raise some concerns with the Reed Elementary School Schematic Design 
which are addressed in greater detail below. 
 
Remaining Concerns 
 
PFRC members raised some concerns with the design which they hope to see addressed in the 
final use permit. First, several members noted concerns about additional traffic in the rear of the 
site, specifically on 18th St. N. and N. Madison St., which residents noted are narrow roads. 
Members also raised concerns about the proximity to adjacent residential properties, 
particularly off N. Madison St. While PFRC members acknowledged that the location of the 
loading dock and the parking lot behind the library are not likely to change, members suggested 
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that APS actively discourage parent pick-up/drop-off in this location. Members offered that 
signage could be a solution or educating parents about the proper locations for pick-up/drop-off 
once the school is open. 
 
Second, Members noted that the proposed design of the entrance along N. McKinley Rd./18th 
Street N. could be improved to highlight this façade more prominently. Members noted that 
many people will be walking along N. McKinley Rd/18th Street N. to access the school, 
therefore, there is an opportunity to give more attention to the design of this building frontage. 
While PFRC members acknowledged that the proposed design makes the entrance more 
accessible because of the 1:20 incline, the school’s main entrance is somewhat hidden behind 
the plaza. Members encouraged APS and the architect to improve the design. 
 
Finally, PFRC members appreciated the use of color throughout the design but cautioned 
against using too many colors or making the design of the basketball courts too elaborate such 
that the design may decrease the use by older residents. PFRC members encouraged APS to 
find a healthy balance in the design of the courts and other site amenities to ensure that they are 
visually interesting, while still functional for all users.  
 
Going Forward 
 
We look forward to working with APS and BLPC in refining the design in the use permit phase 
later this year. We hope that APS will take an inclusive approach as it finalizes the walk zones 
for this school to decrease the demand for parking. In addition, we encourage APS to work 
collaboratively with the County on any offsite improvements to ensure that this site can be 
accessed safely by students walking and biking to school. We have heard from many parents 
throughout this process that they would like their children to walk or bike to this new 
neighborhood school, and we hope they will be able to, as well. Thank you again for the 
opportunity to provide the Committee’s feedback on this project. 
 
 
   

Respectfully submitted, 
       

        
           
      James Schroll, Chair 

Public Facilities Review Committee 
 
 

Cc:  Mark Schwartz, County Manager 
 Samia Byrd, Deputy County Manager 
 Bob Duffy, Planning Director, CPHD 
 Arlington County Board Members 
 Arlington County School Board Members 
 Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent, APS 
 John Chadwick, APS 
 Jeff Chambers, APS 
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 Benjamin Burgin, APS  
 Aji Robinson, APS 
 Brett Wallace, CPHD  
 Nicole Boling, CPHD 
 Kris Krider, CPHD 
 
 
Attached 
PFRC Charge 
Principles of Civic Design 
 

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2016/02/PFRC_PrinciplesofCivicDesign.pdf

