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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
June 26, 2018 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair      
Lauren Bailey (by phone) 
Duke Banks 
Kirubel Fessesework 
Steve Finn 
Michael Grace 
Caroline Haynes 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Cindy Krech 
Kevin Rachlin 
Andrea Walker  
 
Guests:  
Jim Feaster 
Julie Mullen  
Laureen Smith 
Drew Murray, Sport Commission  
Elvira V. Banks 
 
County Staff: 
Scott McPartlin, Principle Planner, Stand-in PRC Staff Liaison, DPR 
Diane Probus, Associate Planner, DPR 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Nathan Gould  
Andrea Walker  
Shruti Kuppa 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The Commission considered their May 2018 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting 
minutes.  With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes. 
 
Public Comment:   
Jim Feaster:  Costs for construction are rising which is impacting the budget for Neighborhood 
Conservation projects.  One recent project will cost a million dollars.  In the proposed CIP the NC 
funding will be decreased which will impact a park project as well as other planned projects.  
There are 35 projects in the queue. 
 
The Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee is advocating the board to increase the 
funding.   



2  

 
Lauren Bailey will replace Jim Feaster as the PRC liaison for the Neighborhood Conservation 
Advisory Committee.      
  
Julie Mullen – Introduced herself and said that she had recently moved to Arlington from DC and 
would like to learn more about PRC.   
  
Laureen Smith – Introduced herself and said that she came to observe the PRC meeting.   
 
Agenda Items 

 
Naming of Potomac Yard Center Park [Diane Probus, DPR]  
Ms. Probus presented to the Commission a request to name a park.  The developer of Land Bay D 
in the Potomac Yard block is proposing to name one of the sections of the center park, “Potomac 
Yard Center Park.”  Ms. Probus requested the commissioners to provide comments on the 
proposed name and if it is acceptable to them she will take the proposed name to the Historical 
Affairs and Landmark Review Board and the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee for 
their review and comments.  As a last step she will bring the naming request back to the 
commission in July for a vote on whether to recommend the proposed park name to the County 
Board.      

 
Commission Comments/Questions: 

▪ Would like to have both parks named the same and also recommends having the applicant 
hold off on their request until the other park is ready to name their section.  
Response:  The developer has to name the park in order to get a permit in the fall.  They need 
to have the naming completed in September.    

▪ Recommends shortening the name to, “Potomac Yard Park.” 
Response: That name would be too similar to the park at the Navy Yards across the river 
called, “Potomac Yards Park.”    

▪ Potomac Yard Center Park is an acceptable name.  
▪ Recommend both park sections are given the same name.    
▪ Could staff send an exhibit showing the Potomac Yard Phased Development land bays and 

the acreage of center park?     

 
Presentation and Discussion on Biophilic Arlington [PRC Vice Chair, David Howell]  
Mr. Howell’s presentation illustrated how the wellbeing of humans is linked to the 
presence of natural elements in their environment.  The presentation included examples 
of what a Biophilic community looks like, the many ways nature benefits humans and 
pointed out the deficiency of natural elements in the neediest communities.   All the 
photos in the presentation were taken by Mr. Howell in Arlington.    
 
Additional points include:  

▪ Portland was first to adopt a plan to become a Biophilic city.    
▪ Terrapingreen.com is a firm that plans and designs Biophilic communities.  
▪ Arlington has not joined the movement yet.  
▪ Many goals can be achieved without being a Biophilic community.  Any project can 

be done to some degree with Biophilic elements included.    
▪ Nature has repetitive patterns called fractals which are known to reduce stress 

when people view them.    
▪ Arlington needs to make increasing nature within the urban corridors a higher 
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priority.    
▪ The County should declare Arlington a Biophilic community by signing up and 

joining the movement.  
▪ It should be fairly simple to become a partner, but it will take some work to implement.  

biophiliccities.org provides application requirements, and more details are provided 
under the “partner” button on the website.   

▪ Mr. Howell has written a paper that includes the issues here—what Arlington would do 
and how it would be more biophilic.   

  
Commission Comments/Questions: 

▪ The commission should socialize the idea.    
▪ Will there be a recommendation given to the county to do this?     

Response: At some point, there would likely be a proposal to the County Board, but there 
might be several ways that this could happen, and since this is a fairly unique issue and 
perhaps unprecedented for policy adoption, I do not know what is typical or best. We will 
need to work on that.    

▪ Could they change the name from Biophilic to something else to make it easier for people 
to understand?   
Response: Even though the name is not easy to understand it should stay the same since the 
term Biophilic cities is known globally.  

▪ I have been to a lot of conferences and trainings where they teach about the benefits of 
nature to people’s health and wellness.  Through GIS analysis it shows that areas with the 
lower life expectancy and more health issues are less likely to have parks nearby and less 
access to nature centers and recreation.  

▪ Has anyone done a health assessment study looking into the impacts of not having a 
Biophilic area to show a correlation between the two?   
Response:  Causality is hard to prove.  Mr. Howell said that he knows of a woman from UVA 
and now at Emory who is studying the health benefits from Biophilic communities.    

▪ There is a strong relationship between neighborhoods who have a diversity of nature 
near them and better health than those neighborhoods without that.  Sometimes adding 
more natural elements into a disenfranchised area is not always appreciated because 
people fear more issues with crime and people hiding in the spaces.  

▪ Multiple studies have shown a correlation to economic benefits in communities where 
there is easy access to nature.    

▪ Is there a way to protect more of the trees around houses and where there is 
redevelopment?   

▪ Part of the issue is how people perceive trees.  Sometimes people do not understand the 
benefits.    

▪ What do we do next?  
Response: Soon the POPS plan will be out which includes a recommendation that Arlington 
explore becoming a biophilic community.  The next step is to educate people about Biophilic 
design and how we integrate this into our planning processes.   

▪ Design can be sterile or can be planned to include nature in many ways.  Including plants 
and trees in buildings is one answer.  There are many ways to achieve the goal.  Virginia 
Hospital, for instance, could do more towards adding nature to their building.    

▪ Recommend that Mr. Howell make the same presentation to the Long Range Planning 
Commission.   

 
Commission-led Discussion on the Bill Thomas Outstanding Park Service Volunteer 
Award 
Mr. Ross introduced the topic saying that he would like to discuss potential changes to the award 

http://biophiliccities.org/
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process.  He thinks this is a good time to reconsider what types of volunteer efforts should be 
awarded.  Should they look to recognize volunteers who get their hands dirty?   Should advocacy 
groups be recipients?   
 
Commission Comments/Questions:  

▪ This past year it was confusing because of the differences of what the nominees were 
being awarded for.  

▪ We should mull it over the summer and then have a small group meet to develop 
recommendations to give to the members.  

▪ The rules were not sufficient to distinguish the efforts of the nominees.    
▪ Take a look at the criteria more closely.  Should you divide up the award recipients into 

categories?  We should have people nominated who are involved in sports, nature 
preservation and recreation.  

▪ Suggest the small group look at the spread sheet again to determine what changes could 
be made to improve the process.  

▪ Why was the number rubric created?   
▪ Response: Because we were trying to keep personal preferences out of the selection process.    
▪ Mr. Ross will send out the Bill Thomas award selection criteria to the commissioners.  He 

would like the changes made by fall.     

 
Commission Member Reports  
Eric Goldstein of the Pedestrian Advisory Commission (PAC) had asked if a commissioner would 
be interested in being a liaison on the PAC?  

▪ Andrea Walker volunteered to be the liaison.  
  
55+ (Andrea Walker) 

o Office of Sr Adult Programs now settled in at Madison while Lubber Run redone. 
o Marilyn Marton and Doug Frost received Fran de Silva leadership award at June 14 

leadership lunch. Recognized was their 2-year effort in making the Arlington Alliance for 
Senior Programs a viable 501 (c) (3). Under Alliance auspices, 55+ senior center advisory 
committees once again are able to hold fundraisers/other events that expand senior 
program coverage. 

o Lauren Brooks is new 55+ Operations and Nutrition Supervisor for center Social 60+ Cafes 
(formerly the Congregate Meal program). 
 

APS (Jim Miekle) 
Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn) 

o The Bike Element Working Group conducted 8 outreach events in May and June.  There have 
been no meetings since the last PRC meeting.  The next meeting of the WG is schedule for 
June 27. 

 

Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 
o Mr. Ross sent a letter from the commission to the County Board on the FY 2019 budget.  He 

asked staff if they post letters from the commissions on the board website.  
 
Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 
Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 

o Staff is working to finalize the implementation plan for the framework agreement, as 
well as the park master plan. The 4MRVWG meetings have been put on hold until 
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drafts of both are available. The working group may meet again in mid-July but that 
remains TBD. 

 
Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 

o We met on June 13, and June 25. June 13th a discussion point was about maybe using a 
replacement of surface lot with underground garage with field space on top-- will this 
provide the enough parking spaces and playing space for practice teams? There has been 
discussion about a pool on the premises but recent board meeting about budget will push 
this to a later date.  Neighbors would prefer a stadium with seating and a pool with off street 
parking.  June 25 meeting was a study about parking and what is enough for high students, 
parents, and faculty staff. We looked at circulation around the site (better traffic 
management), parent drop offs, commuters and public parking adjacent to the school as 
well as pay for parking to push for more students using the bus vs driving a car. 

 
Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
o The group continues to coalesce its mission towards 1) Long term facilities planning and 2) 

Long term advice on the CIP process (as it relates towards facilities planning).   A letter 
concerning the current CIPs is being produced to be sent to the county and school boards. 
 

Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 
Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 
Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 
o Met May 23 and again June 19 to discuss surveys to be conducted late summer: stat valid 

survey of Arlington residents; one focused on aquatic folks (usage survey); and one focused 
on non-residents/business (includes those who work in County).  

o Stat valid survey will be mailed/emailed (format to include response by cell phone as well as 
language options); other surveys will be used at pools, fitness centers, civic assns., metro 
stations, parks, BIDs). 

o Surveys also to inform participants what is available at Long Bridge and why they want it. 
Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 
Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 
Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/Ellis/Howell) 
o David Howell presented on Biophilic Communities and what this might mean for Arlington. 

Commission members discussed possible next steps, including how to broaden the 
understanding of this issue within our commissions. Members suggested having David come 
and present to their respective commissions. There was also discussion about broadening the 
implementation steps in the POPS plan on Biophilic Communities. 

 
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Jim Feaster/Lauren Bailey) 
o NCAC June funding round. -- The NCAC voted to forward to the board for its approval and 

funding 2 projects including a project in Edison Park in the Arlington Forest neighborhood. 
Estimated cost $1,082,428.  

o  The project scope includes the renovation of the existing play areas, providing accessibility 
and addressing storm-water management, re-alignment of existing features if necessary, 
drainage and grading. There will be two play areas - one for 2-5-year-olds and one for 5-12-
year-olds, and an area for swings. In addition to these play areas, there will be site 
furnishings, a new fence and gate separating the playground areas from the street, other 
ramps, railings and walls required in order to address accessibility both from the street and 
to the trail, beautification and reforestation via native plantings and related improvements 
deemed necessary during the engineering and permitting process. 
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o A complete estimate of the cost breakdown and description of all projects can be 
found at: https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-
content/uploads/sites/5/2018/06/Spring-2018-NC-Funding-Booklet1.pdf 

o She has been to 15 meetings since January for the Career Center.  The neighborhoods are 
requesting a lot of different things.  APS has decided to layout the constraints and what they 
can do.  

 
Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 
 
Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

o Staff is working on final edits to the draft POPS plan, which is expected to be posted and 
available for public review in mid-July. The advisory group is meeting this Thursday to 
review some of the key edits. Staff is scheduled to present to PRC at the July meeting. Public 
comment is expected to extend into September, and a wide range of commissions will receive 
presentations this fall. The final plan is scheduled to go to the board in December or January. 

 
Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 

o On June 5th, the Open Data Working Group met, where we talked on the need for Data 
conformity given the discrepancy between Data sources of county documents given that the 
Land Acquisition discussion last month which highlighted the discrepancies concerning the 
acreage of Taylor School and Zachary Taylor park. Discrepancies exist between Data in the 
Community Facilities Study and other county documents. 

▪ Mr. Banks suggested sending a letter to John Vihstadt.   
▪ Another commissioner recommended an alternative idea of working with staff on the issue 

instead of PRC sending a letter to the Board.  If Mr. Banks would like to send a letter addressed 
from himself, he could do that. 

▪ A commissioner would like to know why there is a discrepancy in the Zachary Taylor park 
acreage.  An explanation of why the data is different would be appreciated.    

▪ A commissioner recommended that Mr. Banks send his letter to Mr. Ross so that he can send it 
to the other commissioners.  
 

Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 
o Crystal City Retail (Crystal City Drive Corner Building) -- The project has been put on hold 

because the applicant (JBG) is now reconsidering their options about converting the current 
1770 office building to a residential building.  The whole corner building discussion, and the 
implications for the open space there assumed that a residential building was being 
developed.  Apparently, JBG wants to keep its options open for instead reviving the current 
office building to take into account the possibility that there might be new large employers 
coming to Crystal City.   

 
o 2121 Crystal Drive (Crystal Parks) -- We learned very late in the process that JBG had 

proposed a minor site plan amendment to place two retail pavilions in this private open 
space.  This project was approved as a consent item by the Board on June 16.  We had 
understood earlier that this was a major site plan amendment that would have required full 
public discussion.  The development, which will require some tree removal, is in variance 
with the Crystal City Sector Plan, which only allowed for such improvements if another large 
open space (Central Park) was developed first.  The Crystal City Civic Association supported 
this amendment because it would possibly preclude an even larger displacement of the open 
space at this location.  The commission may want to consider having a briefing by Planning 

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2018/06/Spring-2018-NC-Funding-Booklet1.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2018/06/Spring-2018-NC-Funding-Booklet1.pdf
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Staff on the minor site plan amendment process.  We may want to send a letter to the Board 
expressing our concerns.   
 

o PenPlace -- SPRC meetings continue on this residential project which will be located across 
the street from the large proposed PenPlace Open Space in Pentagon City.  Issues that 
remain include the appropriateness and size of the proposed temporary dog park, the size 
of temporary surface parking proposed on the future open space, the design of another co-
located plaza which varies from the original open space design, and the design of the retail 
streetscape along 12th St. 

 
o Virginia Hospital Center -- VHC is proposing a large addition that would encompass the 

property between Edison St. and George Mason Dr. recently acquired from the county.  The 
project would involve a very large above-ground parking structure located directly across 
the street from High View Park neighborhood residences.  Residents and other groups have 
expressed concern about the lack of buffering green space and plantings that could help 
ameliorate the harshness of the transition between the hospital and the community.  There is 
a proposed open space/courtyard within the site, but it may be a temporary facility--subject 
to removal for future VHC expansion.   The commission may want to weigh in on the project, 
including alternative proposals such as green roof designs for the garage and other 
structures.  

o Mr. Ross would like to have staff from the Department of Community Planning, Housing & 
Development come to a meeting to explain why some site plan amendments are approved 
without open space input from commissions and DPR staff.  
 

Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 
o The Sports Commission met May 31.  The chair provided current status of the efforts of the 

Four Mile Run Valley Working Group.  There was also an update on the discussion 
surrounding siting a high school at the present career center site.  The SC received a 
presentation, similar to PRC, on the CIP and CIP project updates.  The SC reviewed a letter 
from the Aquatics Committee regarding siting of a high school at the career center site and 
whether or not a pool could be within the planning parameters.  Given the physical 
education classes that require pool space, there is question about whether the career center 
site is appropriate.  Finally, the SC addressed several internal matters, recruitment, 
transparency, and the annual work plan.   
 

Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
o The May meeting of the Urban Forestry Commission focused largely on a review and 

consideration of rules and mechanisms available to protect trees. Staff began with a review 
presentation of current state and local laws. Also discussed was the potential changes in 
under the Chesapeake Bay Act to provide credits for tree preservation and planting under 
stormwater programs, since trees, like other stormwater features, benefit local and 
downstream waterways. Local tree-related ordinances and permitting were also discussed. 

o Increasingly, individual, private residential construction is emerging as a co-equal threat to 
tree canopy, along with large-scale developments. 
 

Other Business  
o Mr. McPartlin handed out sheets with information about plans for the developer of the 

Ballston pedestrian bridge to use an area of Mosaic Park for their construction staging.  
Response: A commissioner commented that the site will be severely impacted by compaction 
of the soil from machinery driving on it.    
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Mr. McPartlin responded that the developer should be done by February.  Staff is planning to 
have the soils studied after the work is completed and any mitigation done before the park is 
built.   

o August PRC Meeting – Mr. Ross suggested the commissioners take a hike in Windy Run 
Park for the August meeting.  The commissioners decided to meet on August 28th.    

 
Staff Report  
 
Fairlington Park Project 
Project is under construction. Storm line at the playground has been completed. Water line to the 
Fountain has started this week. First progress meeting will occur in late June. 

 
Gunston Diamond Field Synthetic Turf  
Project is out to bid. 
 
Gunston Park – Soccer Field 
Preconstruction meeting was held on June 12, 2018.  Purchase order was provided and work 
scheduled to begin June 19th and is projected to end by mid-July. 
 
Gunston Bubble 
Pre-con meeting 6-18-18. Construction to start soon.  

 
Urban Forestry Office Updates 
 
1. The tree maintenance crews are continuing to experience high volumes of tree removal and 

maintenance calls. Several weekend storms have set Forestry's schedule back, but we are 
working to address the workload. 

2. The Spring planting season is over, for trees, and our tree planting coordinator is looking for 
new locations for fall planting. 

3. Urban Forestry staff is working on reviewing the Ballston Pond project, and its proposed 
landscape conservation plan. Since the last time this project was started, many trees have 
grown up, like the Long Bridge Aquatic Center, and approaches to replace these trees are 
being explored. 

4. A larger discussion on whether trees should be installed in stormwater facilities, such as 
street planters is ongoing. Some private projects have already started experimental systems 
with trees, and the county is evaluating what acceptable policies could be for this practice. 

5. Urban forestry staff met with DES and the County Attorney’s Office, to discuss tree impact to 
the state champion Dawn Redwood, at 3260 N Ohio St, which is in a resource protection area, 
and threatened with removal by construction. Staff will work within the Resource Protection 
Area guidance to require the developer to justify removing this tree. 

6. Forestry was invited to review urban forestry practices along Lee Highway, for the corridor's 
upcoming visioning process. 

7. At the Urban Forestry Commission, concerns were raised by the public about private tree 
removal in Lyon Park, with an associated petition. On the agenda was a discussion on the 
history of Federal, state, and local tree legislation pertaining to Arlington County. It appeared 
to have been received well, but more work is likely to stem from this discussion. 

8. Laura Hassell will be taking on 4.1 Site Plans and other large private special exceptions 
projects from Vincent Verweij, from now on, as she transitions into her role at the County. 

9. Stratford School has started construction, and associated tree removal has commenced. Staff 
is monitoring compliance throughout the project. 
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4MRV 
The Four Mile Run Valley (4MRV) Policy Framework was adopted by the County Board at its 
Saturday, May 19th regular meeting.  This also incorporated the conceptual design for Jennie 

 Dean Park (Concept 1, Phases I and II).  The Policy Framework provides guidance necessary for 
the development of the subsequent Park Master Plan and Area Plan documents which will be 
considered by the County Board later this summer/early fall.  Staff is currently working with 
the consultant team on completing a first draft of the Park Master Plan, which staff will review 
in the coming weeks.   

 
RHP+ 
The Penzance design has submitted construction drawings for the 1555 Wilson Boulevard site 
plan project (originally approved by the County Board in February 2017). DPR’s design team 
presented two conceptual designs for the playground to be relocated to the APAH Queens Court 
Site, at a community meeting held on May 3rd and an online feedback opportunity. Based on 
feedback received, the design team is moving forward with a refinement of Concept A. Design 
Development plans are being prepared and will be presented to the PRC in July 2018.  

 
Nelly Custis Park 
The preferred design concept chosen by the DWG (Design Working Group) was presented to 
the Civic Association meeting on Wednesday, November 8th. The project was approved by the 
Civic Association. The plans have been submitted to DES for Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) 
permitting. The permitting phase is projected to last three months. After the LDA permit is 
obtained, the project is anticipated to go out to bid. 
 
Dawson Terrace Park 
County Board approved renovation project; staff completed the purchase order, and this was 
sent to the contractor along with a notice to proceed.  
 
Henry Clay Park Renovation 
The first community meeting occurred on February 28th and all the information is on the 
 project webpage: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/ 
Second community held Wednesday, May 23rd. Currently working on 30% construction 
documentation for Core Team review in July.  

 
Long Bridge Park – Field #3 Replacement  
Construction is nearing completion. Sand and Rubber infill have started and completed soon.  
Impact attenuation and filtration testing still needs to be completed. 

 
Fleet Elementary School (NES @ Thomas Jefferson) 
Waterproofing of the garage foundation walls is ongoing. The waterproofing material is being 
attached to the steel & wood structure supporting the excavation, which will remain in place 
serving as the formwork for the outside wall of the garage foundation when the concrete walls 
are poured. This work is scheduled to complete this month. 
 
Installation of the below slab underdrainage system for purposes of removing any 
groundwater that gets below the lowest level garage floor slab is complete. In process now is 
installation of the below slab piping for the slab surface drains. Both underdrainage and slab 
surface drains will convey water to a large sump pit that has also been placed below slab. Any 
water collected in the sump pit will be filtered and then pumped out into the County storm 
sewer system. This work will complete this month. Footing and wall/column foundation 
installation at the lowest level of the garage excavation is wrapping up and should be complete 
in the next week or two. Formwork erection for the upper level garage deck has commenced, 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/
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along with placement of reinforcing steel, in preparation for pouring of concrete. The internal 
garage ramp that will allow future vehicle access between garage levels has also been final 
graded and prepared for pouring of concrete. 

 
Construction of improvements to the west sidewalk at South Old Glebe Rd are complete. The 
improvements provide a clear 4-foot-wide path on the west sidewalk from the 1st Road South 
intersection to the northernmost extent of the project. Now that this work is complete and the 
sidewalk is re-opened to pedestrian traffic. Due to extreme spring weather and unforeseen 
subsurface conditions at the garage footing level, the project has experienced a schedule delay. 
Delay due to these factors is not uncommon, and APS is formulating a plan to recover the 
schedule. Delay recovery will require additional resources in workers and working hours for 
select activities at various times for the remaining duration of the project. As of this date, there 
is no concern that project occupancy would be delayed, and APS anticipates the facility will be 
complete for start of school in Fall of 2019. 

 
Oak Grove Park Playground – NC Project 
Soft opening at the park occurred on 3/29.  Tree planting took place in April.  Ribbon Cutting is 
set for Tuesday, 6/26 at 7 p.m. Two (2) new sign faceplates and one additional sign on 15th 
Street North at the steps have been installed at Oak Grove Park (2-words).  The tree sculpture 
to be welded later to show 2-words.  
 
Change in Land Classification Request for McCoy Park and Benjamin Banneker Park  
At their June meeting, the County Board approved the two proposed Change of Land 
Classification applications for McCoy Park and Benjamin Banneker Park.  Staff will 
administratively update the General Land Use Plan (GLUP) and the County Zoning Map to 
reflect the approved land classification changes to S3-A and "Public."       
 
Reeves Farmhouse – Landscape Modification Project   

• Construction of the landscape modifications is in progress. 
    

• The County is submitting a request to the County Board in July for a perpetual historic 
preservation easement to provide additional protection for the historic Reeves 
farmhouse.     

 
• The actions necessary to record the Unified Residential Development plat, approved by 

the County Board in September 2015, will be completed by September 2018.   
 

Madison Manor Park Rehabilitation 
Staff presented the final park plan to the community during the annual community picnic held 
on June 10th. The project includes a renovated nature themed playground, basketball court, 
picnic shelter, combination field, drinking fountain, site furnishings, walkways, irrigation, 
parking area, casual use space and landscaping. The design team is moving forward with 
construction documents and is projecting construction to start in the 2nd quarter of 2019 with 
completion in the 3rd quarter of 2019.  

 
APS Reed Elementary School Expansion 
APS is preparing the schematic design of the school building and grounds.  APS anticipates 
completing the schematic design in June and taking it to the School Board for approval in 
early July.   

 
Crystal Square Block Plan/1770 Crystal Drive 
JBG has submitted for County review a Crystal City Block Plan and concurrent 4.1 Site Plan 
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called 1770 Crystal Drive.  Four Long Range Planning Committee meeting and three Site Plan 
Review Commission meetings have been held to review the application. Additionally, an online 
feedback form ran from March 19th through March 28th to gather input on the future open space 
and the applicant’s inclusion of a corner retail building. The Block Plan and 4.1 Site Plan was 
heard at the Planning Commission in May and has been deferred to July for the Board hearing.  

 
New Secondary School at Wilson 
Completed and ongoing tasks: 
• Perimeter wall waterproofing ongoing. 
• Concrete footings completed. 
• Foundation walls ongoing. 
• Installation of below grade utilities ongoing. 
• Delivery and erection of major structural steel ongoing. 
• Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing (MEP) below grade work to support the G1 slab on 

grade pours was completed. 
• MEP equipment pads were poured in the B2 level. 

 
Construction activities occurring this month: 
• Concrete pour on elevated decks. 

 
Process related activities: 
• Construction activities will continue between 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on week days, and 9am to 

5pm on weekends and holidays. 
• Washington gas will continue replacement of the gas main along Wilson Blvd from N. Pierce 

St. to N. Quinn St. 
• Revised Maintenance-of-Traffic (MOT) plan is approved – bike lane will be shared with bus 

lane along Wilson in front of the school property. 
 

Bluemont Trail Connection 
Civil Engineering Plans (CEP) and LDA permits for the trail/sidewalk connection were 
approved by DES.  Construction of the connecting sidewalk/trail is has started. Invasive plant 
management for the first year is complete. Celandine treatment took place in early April, and 
the first summer treatment occurred late May with an additional treatment in late August. 
Updated before and after invasive plant removal photos have been posted online. A first phase 
of planting took place in April in the "Glen" area off the 1st Street North Bluemont entrance. 
 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed  
Invasive plant treatment for calendar year 2017 is complete.  Invasive plant treatment resumed 
with a Celandine treatment late March and a first summer treatment late May/early June. Tree 
planting for both Lucky Run and Allie Freed will take place Fall 2018.  
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
The award of construction contract was approved by the County Board at their May 19th 
meeting. Construction documents have been approved for land disturbance. The contractor 
anticipates mobilizing to the site and beginning demolition the week of June 18th. The athletic 
field will remain open during construction. An early 2019 completion is anticipated. 
 
Tyrol Hill Park – Phase IV 
Best Management Practices (BMP) around the building pavers and stone infill is complete. Roof 
work to start on Monday. Trees are being planted, asphalt trail about 85% completed. Final 
grading has started. Building finishes are about 75% complete. Finish carpentry work 
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continues on the pavilion and interiors. Windows have been installed. Removal of additional 
soil. Water meter has been installed. Waiting on Dominion Energy to upgrade transformer and 
install meter. Electrical work has been inspected and passed for energizing.  All Planting are in; 
sod is about 90% completed. Fence at futsal court and turf have not been installed to date.   

                
Benjamin Banneker Park Near Term Improvements 

 Staff and A/E are working on post 60% CD drawings. Received feedback from online survey for 
dog park. Playground concept plan presented to community June 14 with 2-week online survey 
opened June 19. Overall design meeting is tentatively scheduled for mid-late July looking at al 
improvements together. PNR announcing next series of invasive removals within areas of the 
park. Property rezoning and GLUP amendment was approved by the County Board on June 19, 
2018.  

 
6600 and 6616 Benjamin Banneker Houses Demolition 
Houses are down. The sites have been backfilled, graded, and topsoil placed with seed and 
straw. Fences/silt protection to remain around the sites until grass starts to establish. 

 
Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 

 Design Development (35%) package was submitted on June 8 for review. 
 

Stratford Park 
Submitted punch list to contractor (30 days to complete). Contractors on site for punch list 
items which include: extended concrete seat wall - complete, fence ties – complete. A tree fell 
on a path and fence (tree has been removed from path) fence to be addressed with contractor 
for repair. The ribbon cutting for Stratford Park is tentatively scheduled for September 2018, 
when the field is reopened.  

 
McCoy Park Improvements 
Project is in starting permitting review. Rezoning for park was approved by the County Board 
at their June 16, 2018 meeting.  

 
Career Center Working Group 
Below are a few updates regarding this working group:  
• May 17 (Thursday) – Meeting to collect input on field space and athletics.  Library 

Subcommittee presented their draft recommendations.  
• Next WG meeting will be held on June 25 (Monday), 7 – 9:50pm, to discuss transportation 

related issues. 
• July 23 (Monday) – Review and Discuss Working Group Report Outline 
• August 6 (Monday) – Review and Discuss Working Group Report 
• August 17 (Friday) – Report will be Submitted 

 
Mosaic Park  
The County has completed working through a value engineering analysis with our designers 
and consultant team to bring the project within budget and maintain the integrity of the 
design after construction bids came in high.   
 
A community meeting was held on May 30th to communicate a wide range of project 
information with attendees.  The next steps are permitting, bidding and construction.  

 
905 20th Street South – Preparation for Demolition 
Hazmat Survey - Asbestos and Lead testing conducted and complete, awaiting results and 
report.  Currently working on obtaining utility letters – ongoing. Washington Gas has removed 
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an existing meter. Received proposal for house board up from on call contractor. 
 

Nauck Town Square 
60% project review was held on May 23, 2018.  

 
Glencarlyn Park 
A pre-bid meeting was held on May 30, 2018 for the shelter improvement.   

 
Westover Park – Soccer Field 
Preconstruction meeting was held on June 12, 2018.  Purchase order was provided and work 
scheduled to begin June 18th and is projected to end by mid-July.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

Next Meeting: July 24, 2018, 7:00 pm 


