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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
July 24, 2018 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair      
Lauren Bailey (by phone) 
Steven Bernheisel (attended for Jim Meikle) 
Kirubel Fessesework 
Michael Grace 
Caroline Haynes 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Cindy Krech (by phone) 
Shruti Kuppa 
Andrea Walker  
 
Guests:  
Colt Gregory 
Paul Holland, Arlington Boathouse Foundation 
Erik Meyers, Arlington Boathouse Foundation 
Julie Mullen 
Drew Murray, Sports Commission  
Cameron Snyder 
John Vihstadt, Arlington County Board Member 
Edie Wilson 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, PRC Staff Liaison  
Scott McPartlin, Principal Planner, DPR 
Jeremy Smith, Landscape Architect, DPR 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Duke Banks 
Steve Finn 
Nathan Gould  
Kevin Rachlin 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The Commission considered their June 2018 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting 
minutes, with edits provided by some PRC members.  With no objections, the Commission 
approved the minutes. 
 
County Board member, John Vihstadt visited the PRC and wanted hear from commissioners and 
the public regarding their specific interests in parks and recreation.   
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Commissioner Fessesework announced that he will be stepping down from the PRC effective after 
this meeting (July 2018), to pursue other personal endeavors. 
 
 
Public Comment:   
 
Ms. Edie Wilson – Four Mile Run Valley (4MRV)  

• Ms. Wilson was generally pleased with greater awareness of casual use open space.  She 
stated that the PRC should understand the study area gap between S. Walter Reed Dr. to 
the Dog Park (which is currently part of the 4MRV Area Plan and not the 4MRV Park 
Master Plan (PMP)).  It is the only thing that has fallen out of the park plan, and there may 
be some ownership, no references of this property within the draft PMP.  She thanked 
staff for a creative and productive park planning process.  She will provide technical 
comments from Shirlington Park CA.  

 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Four Mile Run Valley (4MRV) Draft Park Master Plan [Marco Rivero, DPR]  
 
Principal Planner and PRC Staff Liaison, Marco Rivero, provided a presentation to the PRC on the 
draft 4MRV Park Master Plan (PMP).  Mr. Rivero presented the various elements of the draft plan 
including existing conditions, evolution from the County Board adopted Policy Framework 
document (adopted in May 2018, which include final concept plans for Jennie Dean Park and 
Shirlington Park), PMP recommendations, further explanation on the draft design guidelines 
(common and unique design elements), as well as phasing and implementation measures.  The 
County Board will consider this plan at their September 2018 meeting.   

 
Commission Comments/Questions: 
 

▪ Is there a precedent for rectangular overlays within diamond fields within the County? 
Response:  Staff can follow up on this and provide information accordingly.  After the PRC 
meeting, staff confirmed that there will be future opportunities to integrate rectangular 
sports and activities within larger diamond fields.  The new synthetic turf diamond field at 
Gunston Park will contain rectangular sports practices on the outfield (even though there 
will not be rectangular lines on the outfield).  The County will continue to analyze new field 
installations to be used for the most applications possible, which may include rectangular 
sports on diamond fields. 

▪ Mr. Rivero mentioned there is an online portal set up for receiving community 
comments/questions associated with the draft PMP which will be active till Monday, 
August 20th.   

▪ What is envisioned for community engagement associated with the parks?  
▪ Response: There will be an extensive community engagement process associated with all the 

parks within 4MRV.  The first final design process will begin with Jennie Dean Park, where 
there will be extensive community engagement discussing the various design elements and 
opportunities associated with the park (i.e. playground design, celebration of Jennie Dean 
Park’s African American, cultural, recreational, and natural histories, public art 
opportunities, among others).  Staff is currently working on formulating such process under 
the County Manager’s Community Engagement Guide. 

▪ What should a letter to the County Board contain? 
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▪ The letter should comment on the phasing of the tennis courts, specifically within Phase I, 
the integration of a colonnade along the sidewalk adjacent to S. Four Mile Run Drive and 
how it was requested as a buffer from traffic, among other elements. 

▪ There will be greater design details provided during final design for Jennie Dean Park. 
▪ Will there be any considerations for Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access 

throughout this park system? 
▪ Response:  Yes, this park network will contain ADA access and as detailed further within the 

draft PMP’s Design Guidelines, there will be considerations for universal design elements 
throughout the parks.  

▪ There are still some insecurities associated when and how Phase II of Jennie Dean Park 
will be implemented.  

▪ There are public land/parcels west of South Nelson Street that were purchased with the 
intent of expanding the park area which were taken out of the PMP study area.  This issue 
should be addressed within the PRC’s letter to the County Board.  

▪ Related to the previous comment, the letter should also comment on the status of the 
3700 S. Four Mile Run Dr. building and opportunities for future recreational use.  

 
 
Rosslyn Highlands Park Playground Update [Jeremy Smith, DPR] 
 

• Landscape Architect, Jeremy Smith, provided an update on the Rosslyn Highlands Park 
Playground project.  Mr. Smith explained the history of the overall Rosslyn Highlands 
Park+ project and the process moving forward for the playground space that is proposed 
at the Queens Court site.  Mr. Smith mentioned that the community supported “Concept A” 
of the park which has more traditional park features (swings, slides, climbing structures, 
etc.).  Construction documents will begin by August 2018, APAH construction starts in 
summer of 2019, playground begins construction in spring/summer 2021 with 
completion by fall/winter 2021. 

 
Commission Comments/Questions: 

 
• There will be major changes and impacts to the soils at all the RHP+ sites and there are 

considerations that will need to be made for these developments. 
• Did the community like the bright colors for the park? 

Response: Yes, it was well received. 
• APS is not doing underground parking on the Wilson School site in this 

phase.  Furthermore, the RHP main park (Rosslyn Highlands Park) will include the 
elevator structure.  
Response: Underground parking will be provided on the Penzance site, and an elevator 
structure will be provided within the park. Underground parking on the Wilson School site is 
being considered by APS for a future phase, but will need additional approvals. 

• What can be said about the soil volumes and future health of the trees at the edges of the 
park?   
Response: We will have the standard volume of soil and conditions for street trees facing 18th 
Street North for the park. Raised planting opportunities will be provided within the park.  

• What is the relationship between the playground and the new Queens Court 
development? 
Response: There is a fenced off private courtyard space just north of the playground that will 
only be accessible to the residents.  

• To be clear, a letter is not needed by the PRC now for this project? 
Response: That is correct.  
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Arlington County and Vicinity Boathouse Update [Paul Holland, Arlington Boathouse 
Foundation] 
 
Mr. Paul Holland of the Arlington Boathouse Foundation (ABF) provided an update on the 
Arlington Boathouse project.  Mr. Holland also introduced Mr. Eric Myers, President of the 
Arlington Boathouse Foundation, who joined him to answer questions.  Mr. Holland mentioned 
there are about 7,000+ parking spaces within the Rosslyn area (number provided by the Rosslyn 
BID) for the capacity that is provided within the County.  However, there is bike share, Metro, 
trails and buses that provide expanded access to the site.  The space identified within the Rosslyn 
area for the potential boathouse will provide great access, educational opportunities, and other 
recreational benefits for the County.  The National Park Service (NPS) is accepting comments on 
the Environmental Assessment (EA) through July 30, 2018.  NPS staff stated that the final EA 
should be issued by fall 2018.  
 
Commission Comments/Questions: 

 
• How is it going to be sorted out, the relative uses of crew teams and the casual paddle 

boat/rowing community? Is there going to be some reciprocity given from the District and 
elsewhere (spill-over) from other nearby boathouses?  
Response: All the County’s high schools (including Bishop O’Connell High School) row out of 
District of Columbia row houses.  NPS is framing this as the “Arlington and vicinity” 
boathouse, a regional entity. This is more of a collaborative partnership and possibly having 
NOVA Parks operating it (or other identified entities).  In terms of balance of community use, 
this has been discussed for many years.  We believe there will need to be shared community 
use from this potential Arlington boathouse area.  Emphasizing shared use as opposed to 
private use is important, with the possibility to use the parking lot at Theodore Roosevelt 
Island for temporary drop-off.  

• Private families that would like to use a boat/canoe at this site, and providing parking at 
the Theodore Roosevelt Island for this purpose, is an issue, because it will be problematic 
to not be able to provide a way to transport boats to the launching locations. 
Response: There will be multiple points of landing and launching, which are currently being 
considered.  These discussions are on-going, and soft launch sites are being added at the 
preferred location (upper Rosslyn).  Conditions for operations are negotiable, and the details 
will be worked out.  

• With respect to funding, how will this be done?  
Response: There is currently FY 2019-2028 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) funding 
identified within FY 2022 ($500,000) and projected for FY 2026 ($2.245 million).  ABF 
anticipates doing some fundraising as well for this project. 

• A letter may be provided by the PRC for this project. 
Response/Comment: we (ABF) may be able to provide some background/historic 
information to help inform the letter accordingly. 

• Maybe the Commission could consider a letter, which is generally supportive of the 
process, and emphasize some of the EA and access issues as well.  

• Is the July 30th deadline the final deadline for comments? 
Response: This is the public comment deadline for the EA.  
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Staff Report  
 
Benjamin Banneker Park Near Term Improvements 
Staff and A/E are working on post 60% CD drawings.  Playground concept plan presented to 
community June 14 with 2-week online survey opened July 9-24. Overall design meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for early September at the park looking at all improvements together. PNR 
announcing next series of invasive removals within areas of the park. Property rezoning and GLUP 
amendment was approved by the County Board on June 19, 2018.  

 
New Lubber Run Community Center & Park.  
Lubber Run officially closed to the public on Friday July 6th.  DPR held an "Art Attack!" To 
commemorate the building and give the community an opportunity to say goodbye. Construction 
is scheduled to start in early September 2018. Staff will continue to update the project webpage 
found here. Staff will provide an update once construction fencing is scheduled to be installed.  
 
Tucker Field at Barcroft Park (George Washington University) 
Locker room area work is ongoing.  Lockers were shipped on July 9th. Passed building final 
permitting, and now awaiting Certificate of Occupancy (C-O) for the main building.   
 
Fairlington Park Project 
Concrete work has started on the caissons and formwork for the seat wall. Water line to the 
fountain has been completed and now waiting on the contractor to backfill, pour concrete and 
install the pavers. Reached out to contractor for third party inspections on the shade structure.  

 
Custis Trail 
This project will start on July 30th.  The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) permit is 
approved. Segment of trail within the project limits, will be closed on 7/30. Site mobilization will 
begin on 7/30 with detour signage installation. Trail pavement demolition will begin August 1st.  

 
Gunston Park – Community Field 
Installation of top soil and sod is complete (fence to remain in place until fall). 

 
Gunston Bubble 

• Project start – material preparation and mobilization and storage started the week of July 
9th.  

• Site mobilization has begun, contractor to use generator (on site) instead of using County 
utilities (electric & water). 

• Dumpster for demo onsite – existing rink and turf demo. 
 

Urban Forestry Office Updates 
 

1. The tree maintenance crews are continuing to experience high volumes of tree removal 
and maintenance calls. Several weekend storms have set Forestry's schedule back, but we 
are working to address the workload. 

2. Tree Stewards will be kicking off a new campaign to preserve mature trees, starting July 
10. 

3. The tree planting coordinator will be looking for suggested locations for Spring planting of 
trees. The fall planting list is already almost full. 

4. Urban Forestry staff is working on reviewing the Ballston Pond project, and its proposed 
landscape conservation plan. Since the last time this project was started, many trees have 
grown up, like the Long Bridge Aquatic Center, and approaches to replace these trees are 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/types/parks/lubber-run-community-center-project/


6  

being explored. Staff is assisting with the boardwalk design, and potential vegetation 
conflicts with paths. 

5. Forestry was invited to review urban forestry practices along Lee Highway, for the 
corridor's upcoming visioning process. Staff will be providing guidance on the draft 
document by Friday, July 13, 2018. 

6. At the Urban Forestry Commission (UFC), David Howell presented on Biophilic Cities. 
Public comment included concerns about the Dawn Redwood at 3260 N Ohio St, and 
landscape maintenance and tree replacement on Arlington Public Schools property. A 
letter was approved to be sent to the County Board urging the Board to work within their 
powers to preserve the Dawn Redwood. The Mature Trees Campaign was discussed, as a 
new campaign to encourage preservation of mature trees on private property. The kickoff 
meeting for this was on July 10. 

7. Staff continue to review large projects, including Lubber Run Community Center, and 
Long Bridge Park Aquatic Center. See UFC minutes for more detail. 

8. Staff learned the County will be taking over ownership of Fairfax Dr from N Barton St to N 
Glebe Rd. This will mean additional maintenance costs for urban forestry and could also 
create tree planting opportunities. 

 
4MRV 
The Four Mile Run Valley (4MRV) Policy Framework was adopted by the County Board at their 
Saturday, May 19th regular meeting.  This also incorporated the conceptual design for Jennie Dean 
Park (Concept 1, Phases I and II).  The Policy Framework provided the guidance necessary for the 
development of the subsequent 4MRV Park Master Plan (PMP) and Area Plan documents.  Staff and 
the consultant team have worked on a draft PMP that is now posted on the 4MRV website for 
review: 4MRV DRAFT Park Master Plan.  The Working Group reviewed this document (along with 
the draft Area Plan) at their meeting on Wednesday, July 18th.  Staff will consider the questions and 
comments received by the Working Group members and incorporate them in a future draft.  
Furthermore, the Park and Recreation Commission will review the draft PMP at their Tuesday, July 
24th meeting.  The PMP is scheduled to be considered by the County Board in September 2018.   

 
RHP+ 
The Penzance design has submitted construction drawings for the 1555 Wilson Boulevard site plan 
project (originally approved by the County Board in February 2017). Construction is anticipated to 
start in August with a total timeframe of 40 months. DPR’s design team has completed design 
development drawings for the playground at Queens Court. Design Development plans will be 
presented to the PRC in July 2018 and will be presented at an online open house for additional 
feedback. Construction on the playground won't start until Q2 2021. 

 
Nelly Custis Park 
The preferred design concept chosen by the DWG (Design Working Group) was presented to the 
Civic Association meeting on Wednesday, November 8th. The project was approved by the Civic 
Association. The plans have been submitted to DES for Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) permitting 
and an LDA permit has been issued. The project is currently in the queue for going out to bid. 
Documents have been submitted to DMF. 

 
Dawson Terrace Park 
Site mobilization has begun, and tree protection and limits of disturbance (LOD) stakeout 
installation begun. LOD and tree protection fencing installed. 

 
Henry Clay Park Renovation 
The first community meeting occurred on February 28th and all the information is on the project 
webpage: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/ Second 

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2018/07/4MRV_MasterPlan_WGDRAFT_071318.pdf
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/
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community held Wednesday, May 23rd. Currently working on 30% construction documentation for 
Core Team review in August.  
 
Fleet Elementary School (NES @ Thomas Jefferson) 
Waterproofing of the garage foundation walls is wrapping up. The waterproofing material is being 
attached to the steel & wood structure supporting the excavation, which remains in place serving 
as the formwork for the outside wall of the garage foundation when the concrete walls are poured. 
This work is scheduled to complete this month. Installation of the below slab underdrainage system 
for purposes of removing any groundwater that gets below the lowest level garage floor slab is 
complete. Nearing completion at this time is installation of the below slab piping for the slab surface 
drains. Both underdrainage and slab surface drains will convey water to a large sump pit that has 
also been placed below slab. Any water collected in the sump pit will be filtered and then pumped 
out into the county storm sewer system. This work will complete this month.  
 
Concrete slab installation at the lower level of the garage is nearing completion, with final 
grading, placement of stone sub-base, placement of below slab vapor barrier, and placement of 
reinforcing steel bar. Most the lower level slab has been poured and this work should be completed 
this month. Installation of the upper level garage deck is in progress and is scheduled to complete 
this month. Installation of the school’s ground floor level deck (the roof of the garage upper level) 
has recently commenced. This installation will be ongoing during the month of July, in preparation 
for start of structural steel for the four-story building above grade. Structural steel erection is 
currently scheduled to start in mid to late July. Conduits for dry utilities – for the school’s primary 
electrical service, communication service from Comcast and Verizon, and the feed for the future 
street lights – will be installed below South Old Glebe Road. This work is scheduled to be complete 
by the end of this month.  
 
Oak Grove Park Playground – NC Project 
Ribbon Cutting was Tuesday, 6/26 at 7 p.m. Signage has been updated, except for the metal tree 
sculpture at the 17th Street North entrance. The tree sculpture to be welded later to show 2-words.  
 
Reeves Farmhouse – Landscape Modification Project and Completion of conditions 
associated with the Unified Residential Development for sale of the farmhouse.    

a. Construction of the landscape modifications is in progress.  
  

b. Saturday, July 14th, the County Board approved a perpetual Historic Preservation Easement 
on County-owned property known as Reeves Farmhouse to preserve the historic building 
and grounds, establish certain restrictions concerning alterations and covenants to 
maintain the property, and to fulfill certain conditions of the use permit approved on 
September 19, 2015. 

 
c. The actions necessary to record the Unified Residential Development plat, approved by the 

County Board in September 2015, will be completed by September 2018.   
 

Madison Manor Park Rehabilitation 
Staff presented the final park plan to the community during the annual community picnic held on 
June 10th. The project includes a renovated nature themed playground, basketball court, picnic 
shelter, combination field, drinking fountain, site furnishings, walkways, irrigation, parking area, 
casual use space and landscaping. The design team is moving forward with construction documents 
and is projecting construction to start in the 2nd quarter of 2019 with completion in the 3rd quarter 
of 2019.  

 
APS Reed Elementary School Expansion 
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APS will present the schematic design for the school building addition and grounds as an 
information item to the School Board on July 17 and then vote on it in August. APS anticipates 
submitting the use permit for County Board consideration in November 2018.    

 
Crystal Square Block Plan/1770 Crystal Drive 
JBG has submitted for County review a Crystal City Block Plan and concurrent 4.1 Site Plan called 
1770 Crystal Drive.  Four Long Range Planning Committee meeting and three Site Plan Review 
Commission meetings have been held to review the application. Additionally, an online feedback 
form ran from March 19th through March 28th to gather input on the future open space and the 
applicant’s inclusion of a corner retail building. The Block Plan and 4.1 Site Plan was heard at the 
Planning Commission in May and has been deferred to September for the Board hearing.  

 
New Secondary School at Wilson 
Completed and ongoing tasks: 

• Completed steel erection and metal decking for Bar 1. 
• Bars 2 and 3 steel erection, detailing and metal decking in progress. 
• Perimeter wall waterproofing ongoing. 
• Spray fireproofing work completed at B2 level. Will resume at G1 level next month. 
• Delivery and erection of major structural steel ongoing. 
• Concrete pours on metal deck on G1 were completed. 
• All building slab on grade work completed. 
• Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing (MEP) below grade work to support the G1 slab on 

grade pours was completed. 
• Large MEP equipment was delivered and installed in the B2 mechanical room. 
• Ductwork installation at the B2 level has begun. 

 
Construction activities during the month of July: 

• Courtyard foundation walls will be completed. 
• Steel erection for Bar 2 and Bar 3 will continue. Bar 4 steel erection will begin. 
• Concrete Masonry Unit (CMU) block installation will begin at the B2 level. 
• MEP rough-in will continue at the B2 level 
• Façade wall framing will begin. 

 
Process related activities: 

• Washington gas will continue replacement of the gas main along Wilson Blvd from N. Pierce 
St. to N. Quinn St. 

 
Bluemont Park 
Drive entrance apron work began on Monday, July 16th. Demolition and form work on also began 
on that date. Concrete pour will occur on Tuesday and by Wednesday afternoon the parking lot will 
reopen.  This activity has been coordinated with the park area manager, scheduling personnel, and 
DPR’s communications staff to get the word out on the closure of the lot.   
 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed  
Invasive plant treatment for calendar year 2017 is complete.  Invasive plant treatment resumed 
with a Celandine treatment late March and a first summer treatment late May/early June. Tree 
planting for both Lucky Run and Allie Freed will take place Fall 2018.  
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
The Skate Park is now closed due to construction. The general contractor mobilized to the site on 
Monday, June 18. Since that time, construction fencing and tree protection fencing have been 
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installed. Demolition of the existing skate park began the following week and is anticipated to be 
completed by late July. Concrete rubble from the skate park is being transported to the County 
property yard to be reused as roadbed material.  

 
The next steps in the construction process are to begin establishing rough grades for the new skate 
park and installing drainage facilities, new light pole bases and shade structure bases. The skate 
park specialty construction contractor is expected to come on board to construct the new skate 
park mid-September. The projected completion date for the skate park is early 2019.  
 
Tyrol Hill Park – Phase IV 
Certificate of Occupancy has been received and the project is on the list for inspection. Waiting on 
the inspector to call for scheduling. Punch list work has started this week. Replacement of sod and 
two trees that have died. Work is progressing on the building. Futsal court impact attenuation test 
will be done early next week. Fence at court was completed. If a final inspection is done the last 
week of July for the Certificate of Occupancy, the building and park can open. 

                
Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 
Mobilization at the site to begin on Wednesday, August 1st.  
 
Long Bridge Park – Field #3 Replacement  
Completed and field opened.  Currently waiting on verification of groomer and sign off on the final 
pay requisition. 
 
Stratford Park 
Submitted punch list to contractor (30 days to complete). Contractors on site for punch list items 
which include: extended concrete seat wall - complete, fence ties – complete. A tree fell on a path 
and fence (tree has been removed from path) fence to be addressed with contractor for repair. The 
ribbon cutting for Stratford Park is tentatively scheduled for September 2018, when the field is 
reopened.  
 
McCoy Park Improvements 
Received final fee proposal from contractor, awaiting approval from DPR prior to construction 
schedule being set.  2nd submission for permitting pending with start of engineering report 
document. 

 
Career Center Working Group 
Below are a few updates regarding this working group:  

• Next WG meeting will be held on July 23 (Monday), 7:00 – 9:50pm at the Syphax 
Education Center, Room 452.  The meeting will review and discuss Working Group report 
outline 

• August 6 (Monday) – Review and Discuss Working Group Report 
• August 17 (Friday) – Report will be Submitted 

 
Mosaic Park  
The County Board approved three Mosaic Park-related items on Saturday, July 14th: 

 
• A Use Permit for temporary, off-site contractor construction storage and staging, located 

at Mosaic Park to facilitate the construction of the Ballston Quarter Pedestrian Bridge, 
 
• A License agreement between County Board of Arlington County, Virginia, as Licensor, 

and FC Ballston Common, LLC, as licensee, for use of a portion of Mosaic Park 
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• An Increase to Contract 178-07 with Donald R. Hoover, transacting as OCULUS for 
professional landscape architectural services for Mosaic Park 
 

With the value engineering analysis completed, professional landscape architectural services 
approved and project update communicated at the recent community meeting, project staff is 
now working towards permitting, bidding and construction.  
 
905 20th Street South – Preparation for Demolition 
Abatement contractor secured, and now awaiting the purchase order to continue.  Securing utility 
letters is ongoing.   

 
Nauck Town Square 
60% project review was held on May 23, 2018. A 90% DPR project review is scheduled for 
Thursday, August 2nd. 90% CDs have been distributed for review. 

 
Glencarlyn Park 
A pre-bid meeting was held on May 30, 2018 for the shelter improvement.  Bids were received 
and review is underway with purchasing. 

 
Westover Park – Soccer Field 

• Soccer Field – Construction began on June 18th and the anticipated end is middle of July.  
Installation of limits of construction fence and the erosion sediment controls complete. 
Work started on July 10, 2018. 

• Strip field and rocks/aggregate removal 
• Field prep and soils delivery 

 
 
Commission Member Reports  

• 55+ (Andrea Walker) 
• Aurora Hills: 

- Long-advocated improved signage now installed for directing visitors to Community 
Center, Library and Senior Center. 

- Recruiting underway for the Aurora Hill Senior Center Director’s position and 2 Senior 
Center substitute positions. 

• 55+ program and Therapeutic Recreation (TR) are partnering on a vertical garden 
project at the Glebe Community Garden. The garden was installed on June 11th and 
volunteers for its maintenance are being solicited.  The garden will be used for 
programing with the Social 60+ Café. Contact Lauren Brooks at 703-228-4406 or 
Lbrooks@arlingtonva.us for further info. 

• Open house on the rebranding of the Social 60+ Café and Arlington Adult Day Programs 
(new names/new food vendor) was held May 23rd at Walter Reed. Katie Cristol, John 
Vihstadt and Libby Garvey spoke to an audience of 100. 

• Celebration of residents ages 99 and over was held June 29 at Walter Reed.  Ten 
centenarians attended.  

• BBQ picnic to be held Thurs, Sept 13, 11-2PM at Walter Reed in honor or Sr month.  
Sponsored by 55+ and the Alliance for Sr Programs, the event includes a BBQ lunch, live 
entertainment and multiple games. Tickets cost $10. Pre-registration starts early August 
online at www.friendsofthealliance.org    

 
• APS (Jim Miekle) 
• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn) 

http://www.friendsofthealliance.org/
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• The Bike Element WG of the TMP met to review public comments from pop ups and 
workshops.  Overall, there is significant interest in the County to improve or create 
new bike access to main transportation corridors to include Columbia Pike, Lee 
Highway, Glebe Road, and George Mason Drive.  These high-volume transportation 
corridors and areas along those corridors captured the overwhelming majority of 
the comments provided from the community.  The Bike Element WG will meet in 
September to begin its draft Bike Plan Update that will be circulated for public 
comment at a later date. 

 
• Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 

• The County Board adopted the 2019-2028 CIP at the July 14, 2018 meeting. Funding for 
land acquisition was zeroed out in the County Manager's proposal. The County Board 
offered the guidance below on land acquisition, attempting to make the point that some 
funds will still be used for park land acquisition, despite being zeroed out the 10 year 
CIP: 

 
• Excerpted from:  FY 2019 – 2028 Adopted Capital Improvement Plan Direction 

to the County Manager as of July 14, 2018 
5. Parks & Open Space Land Acquisition  
- The following proposal, laid out by referenda year, totals $13.5 million for 

parkland acquisition in addition to the $3.5 million currently on hand, for a total 
of $17 million, across the ten-year CIP.  

- This option recognizes that APS’ adopted CIP contributes funds to field 
conversions at Thomas Jefferson and Kenmore Middle Schools, and also 
recognizes that funds ($8 million) have been set aside for acquisition of the 
WETA site on Four Mile Run Drive for the expansion of Jennie Dean Park. This 
option would also split the Shirlington Park project into two phases, with the 
second phase moving beyond the current ten-year CIP timeframe.  

- The $3.5 million of existing funds available is what is shown in the County 
Manager’s proposed CIP and is prior to the proposed acquisition of 3514 S. Four 
Mile Run Drive that will be acted on at the Board’s July 14th meeting. That 
acquisition will utilize approximately $1.45 million of the existing funds for the 
purchase of the property and demolition of the building and other 
improvements.  
 

- FY2019 
o $625k (APS 30% share of converting TJ Upper to synthetic turf; already in 

approved APS CIP budget). 
o $0.625millionTOTALFY2019  

 
- FY2021 

o $1.345 million (APS 30% share of converting Kenmore #1 and Kenmore #2 
to synthetic turf; already in approved APS CIP budget) 

o $1.345millionTOTALFY2021  
 

- FY2023 
o $8 million (for exercising option to purchase WETA site consistent with the 

Mile Run Valley plan, funds previously allocated from prior year bond 
premium) 

o $8 million TOTAL FY2023  
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- FY2025 
o $1 million from Shirlington Park (reduce design costs by 50%, separate 

project into two phases, the second phase is outside the ten-year CIP) 
o $1 million TOTAL FY2025  

 
- FY2027 

o $2.530 million from Shirlington Park (reduce construction costs by 
approximately 50%, separate project into two phases, the second phase is 
outside the ten-year CIP) 

o $2.530millionTOTALFY2027 
 

• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 
• Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 
• Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 

• The working group met on July 18 to review the draft area plan and park master 
plan, which reflect the decisions made at the May 19, 2018 County Board meeting. 
PRC will receive a briefing on the park master plan at our meeting on 7/24.  Public 
comment will be open until mid-August and it is anticipated that the master plan 
will be on the agenda for the September County Board meeting. 
 

• Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 

• The group continues to meet on establishing approaches for evaluating future CIP 
analysis to assist with long term planning on facility development and use.   Also, 
JFAC may get involved in discussions surrounding long term master plans for the 7+ 
acre site at Old Dominion and 26th St. N.  The county needs to begin construction of 
a temporary facility for salt storage, almost immediately.  This will require the 
removal of some trees.   The County Board will make a final decision on this in 
September.  The Board has committed to beginning a master plan process in 2019.  
This process will include consideration of a 1 acre park.   
 

• Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 
• Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 
• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 

• Met May 23 and again June 19 to discuss surveys to be conducted late summer: stat 
valid survey of Arlington residents; one focused on aquatic folks (usage survey); and 
one focused on non-residents/business (includes those who work in County).  Stat 
valid survey will be mailed/emailed (format to include response by cell phone as well 
as language options); other surveys will be used at pools, fitness centers, civic assns., 
metro stations, parks, BIDs. 

• Surveys also to inform participants what’s available at Long Bridge and why they 
want it. 

 
• Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 

• The LRCC closed to the public July 6 to prepare for construction, which will begin in 
the fall. Project completion is slated for 2020. 
 

• Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/Howell) 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F31%2F2018%2F07%2F4MRV_draftparkmasterplan.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cmrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7C210e22a6ffdb492eeb4a08d5f0dac619%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636679744772280562&sdata=qrVDX7S1efnos4o5Dg3ZIi9WO3FnGFtonEUXoE36e%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F31%2F2018%2F07%2F4MRV_draftparkmasterplan.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cmrivero%40ARLINGTONVA.US%7C210e22a6ffdb492eeb4a08d5f0dac619%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C1%7C636679744772280562&sdata=qrVDX7S1efnos4o5Dg3ZIi9WO3FnGFtonEUXoE36e%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
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• There was no meeting in July, but Jason Papacosma from the Department of 
Environmental Services will be providing updates on a range of storm water issues, 
including Ballston pond, Sparrow pond, and Tributary B. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Lauren Bailey) 
• Pedestrian Advisory Commission (PAC) (Andrea Walker) 

• County Mgr. found funds for design of Army-Navy Country Club emergency access 
project (i.e., ped/bike access across I-395) that was supported by PAC 

• July 11: Joint Ped/Bike advisory committees’ meeting w/Lee Hwy Alliance 
a) focus of the Alliance portion was input for the planning contract of Lee Hwy 

corridor that will be awarded early fall w/kickoff in Nov.  Thirteen of the 16 civic 
assns. along corridor were represented. Problem areas/possible solutions 
identified. 

b) update of bike element of Master Transportation Plan is expected to be to County 
Board by end of 2018. 

c) new chair of Ped Advisory is Eric Goldstein.  
d) of interest is the possibility of Artis (a senior living developer) building an 

assisted living/memory care (7-story) facility at Lee Hwy and Taylor St. 
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 

• The School Board submitted an updated design for the school and 
the open space.  The current open space with its fields and courts will 
be preserved for the most part.  One issue to track during 
construction will be the staging of materials and how that will 
impact the current green space.   

 
• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

• The revised draft is expected to be posted for public comment sometime this summer, 
with public comment extending into the fall. PRC will likely have a briefing in 
September, and commissioners will be sent the link to the revised draft as soon as it 
is available. The revisions track with the direction provided by the County Board on 
some of the key issues such as land acquisition, synthetic turf and field lighting, level 
of service, casual use spaces, natural resources and trees. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross/Shruti Kuppa) 

- 1770 Crystal Drive and Retail Building 
o No updates 

 
- 2121 Crystal Drive (Crystal Parks) 

o No updates 
 
- Market Commons Clarendon 

o The owner of the Clarendon Commons properties that surround the "Loop" will 
have an Open House on 7/24.  We will be interested in seeing what plans they 
might have that impact the current landscaped open space.   

 
- Virginia Hospital Center 

o No updates 
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- PenPlace, Phase I 
o The June 25th PenPlace Phase I meeting focused on the parking needs of the 

project and the design of the proposed park. At the next meeting, the contractors 
will provide more clarity and details on the parking need estimate in order to get 
a better idea of what parking configurations are even possible for this site. For 
the proposed park the commission asked for specificity on the pathway design, 
“soft” vs “hard” edges to the park, and the water feature design/ use. 

 
• Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 

• The Sports Commission (SC) met June 28 and discussed the following topics.  The 
Sports Commission has successfully started a subcommittee for rectangular sports 
programs, i.e., soccer, lacrosse, but has not yet been successful in creating a similar 
subcommittee for diamond fields users.  The diamond field users are not in 
agreement on the need for the subcommittee.  The SC accepted an updated charter 
from the aquatics subcommittee.  The 4th high school issue continues to be a topic 
for the SC.  Given the lack of space for athletics it appears the 4th high school will 
likely not be a comprehensive high school and there don't appear to be options for a 
4th comprehensive high school.   

 
• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 

• The June meeting of the Urban Forestry Commission included consideration of 
several housekeeping issues, and discussion of possible letters to the board. In 
addition, it included the same presentation on Biophilic Cities as PRC had it its June 
meeting. 

 
 
Other Business 
 

• Letters to the County Board 
o There was no continued discussion on County Board letters.  

 
• Bill Thomas Awards Update 

o Discussion:  
▪ Commissioners Kuppa, Rachlin, and Howell will be forming a small 

working group to come up with a document that may outline some key 
issues for the awards, or it may serve as a draft for guidance.  This will be 
given to the PRC chair and will be forwarded to the PRC and possibly 
considered at a future meeting.  Any edits to this document would need to 
be done by October 2018 and then made public.  The document may need 
to be reviewed by County staff or other County commissions. 

 
• PRC Response to Public Queries 

o Discussion: 
▪ Commissioners Finn and Howell will be working on a guide informing how 

the PRC may respond and react to public inquiries.  
▪ The commissioners need to formally address where public comment is placed 

on the agenda.  I like that it at the beginning of the agenda, observations like 
this should be noted.  Another commissioner seconded this idea.   

▪ The Commission should provide any comments and reactions to the draft 
guide to PRC Vice Chair Howell.  
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▪ Very few of the public comments are about the agenda topics that are being 
considered by the PRC, so providing the 3-minute period at the beginning of 
the meeting is a good idea.  This provides a speaking point/topic for future 
meetings, but not for the meeting at hand.  

▪ There are some areas that should be added/edited accordingly within the 
draft document, so please review accordingly. 

▪ There need to be some expectations of what is required for PRC input/buy-in.  
This would help mitigate issues that may be resolved internally, as opposed 
to within the PRC. 

▪ Mr. McPartlin (County staff) spoke briefly about the GRAM process and 
how County staff members are contacted for any question.  This process 
may be more streamlined through this new query process where 
questions are asked directly, instead of through a formal process.  

 
• August PRC Meeting Details (Date, Time, and Location)  

o PRC Chair Ross and Mr. Rivero updated the PRC on the logistics associated with 
the August PRC meeting.  The meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 28th with 
an earlier start time, 6:30 p.m.  The meeting will take place off-site at Windy Run 
Park (2420 N. Kenmore St.), starting at the N. Kenmore Street entrance of the 
park.  This will be a walking tour of the park with some specialized County staff 
attending and answering questions as needed.  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:19 p.m. 

Next Meeting: August 28, 2018, 6:30 pm (earlier start time and at an off-site location: Windy 
Run Park, 2420 N. Kenmore St., Arlington, VA 22207). 


