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August 23, 2018 
 
The Honorable Katie Cristol, Chair 
Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA  22201 
 
Subject: Four Mile Run Master Plan 
 
Dear Chair Cristol: 
 
The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) has been participating in the Four Mile Run Valley 
Working Group throughout the past two years. Staff from DPR presented Jennie Dean Park 
plans at the March 22, 2018 UFC meeting and of the entire plan at the June 28 meeting. 
  
UFC is gratified that natural areas bordering the Four Mile Run and casual use open space has 
been considered as high a priority as recreational fields throughout the planning process. The 
significant increase in tree plantings throughout Jennie Dean Park and creation of spaces for 
street trees along Four Mile Run Drive will certainly increase the existing tree canopy and 
enjoyment for all.  It is gratifying that the prior bus parking area has been turned into a grassy 
open space already and that additional impermeable to permeable is planned during Phase 1 
and Phase 2. 
 
We are concerned that no substantial action will be taken at this time concerning the negative 
environmental impact of the Shirlington Dog Park, which is also in the RPA. It is a complicated 
issue given that it is extremely popular with residents and several dog related businesses 
depend on it as well. However, as heavy rain events increase, the erosion of the Four Mile Run 
stream bank will also likely increase. The County Board last summer rejected the Department of 
Environmental Services staff proposed forested buffer zone that would absorb much of the 
stormwater run-off, as well as trapping bacterial pollutants from the stream. The UFC supports 
adoption of the short-term and medium-term recommendations included in the 4MRVWG Dog 
Park Committee report, which will help address some of these issues. We recognize that a more 
permanent solution may be required, especially as the effects of climate change and more 
extreme weather events become more pronounced.  
 
As regards the county owned areas west of Nelson Street, which has been sought by 
proponents for an arts area, for sporting courts, and for casual use open space, the UFC’s 
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primary wish is for increased tree planting along streets and building perimeters regardless of 
use. We support the recommendation in the Dog Park Committee report that the county-
owned warehouse properties on S. Oakland Street be turned into additional green, flexible, 
casual use space where additional trees could be planted to help ameliorate the impact of the 
storm run-off from the adjacent buildings. The UFC also believes part of the county’s property 
should be considered for any future dog park reconfiguration necessitated by the erosion or 
forested buffer solutions.  
 
The UFC is very pleased that tree canopy has been of paramount importance on every design 
plan presented. The planting of canopy trees will help to create a delightful shady area for all. 
We appreciate the opportunity to share our views with you.  
 
Sincerely,  
Nora Palmatier, Chair  
Urban Forestry Commission  
cc: Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager  
Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation  
Members, Planning Commission 
 
 
 
Thank you for considering these concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Nora Palmatier, Chair 
Urban Forestry Commission 


