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PARK AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
September 25, 2018 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross, Chair 
Duke Banks 
Steve Finn      
Michael Grace 
Colt Gregory 
Caroline Haynes 
David Howell, Vice Chair 
Cindy Krech 
Julie Mullen 
Kevin Rachlin 
Andrea Walker  
 
Guests:  
Sergio Enriquez 
Roy Gamse 
Josh Handler 
Syed Waqar Shah 
 
County Staff: 
Marco Rivero, Principal Planner, PRC Staff Liaison  
Walter Gonzalez, Associate Planner, DPR 
Bethany Heim, Associate Planner, DPR 
Irena Lazic, Principal Planner, DPR 
Greg Matlesky, MetroBike, LLC, DES Contractor 
 
PRC members not in attendance: 
Nathan Gould  
Shruti Kuppa 
 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The Commission considered their August 2018 Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) meeting 
minutes. With no objections, the Commission approved the minutes. 
 
PRC Chair Ross introduced two new commissioners to the PRC, Colt Gregory and Julie Mullen, 
who provided brief introductions and their interests regarding parks and recreation.  
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Public Comment:   
 
Mr. Josh Handler –   

• Mr. Handler spoke about the Upton Hill Regional Park development project issue, and 
urged the PRC to write a second letter to the County Board.  Some issues highlighted were: 
preservation of canopy trees within the sensitive, Resource Protection Area (RPA) and to 
develop a design that is sensitive to the RPA. Secondly, Mr. Handler asked that the PRC 
reconsider their comments related to the improvements within the northern portion of 
the site, which includes an expanded parking lot and new park amenities. Several surveys 
were referenced within Mr. Handler’s comments on what Arlingtonians value within this 
park area. Mr. Handler will provide key points of his public comment to the PRC.  

 
PRC Chair Ross also stated that any PRC letters directed to the County Board (generated for 
projects of interest) will be posted on the PRC website beginning in October 2018.  Staff confirms 
that letters have been posted on the PRC website under this link (under the subheading “Letters 
from the PRC”).  
 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Demonstration Project for Shared Mobility Devices [Greg Matlesky, MetroBike, LLC, DES 
Contractor] 

 
DES Contractor and Bikeshare Planner with MetroBike, LLC, Greg Matlesky provided a 
presentation on the Shared Mobility Devices Pilot Program that was being considered by the 
County Board (this County Board agenda item was pulled from the County Board’s Consent 
Agenda and discussed at the Tuesday, September 25th recessed meeting).  

 
Commission Comments/Questions: 
 

• From a regulatory standpoint, where can you leave/park these vehicles? 
Response: The County has put forward parking regulations as part of this initiative, within a 
“furniture zone”, where these devices may be left without impeding the public right-of-way r-
o-w).  The County will be monitoring the parking activity of these devices. 

• Where is it legal to ride these vehicles? 
Response: You can ride on the street for these devices. Electric scooters and powered bicycles 
are not allowed on sidewalks or trails. Top speeds are being instituted for these vehicles.  

• Are there speedometers on the bicycles? 
Response: No. General traffic lanes may be used for these vehicles. 

• Has the County tried to retrofit existing traffic rules or will new rules be evaluated during 
the pilot period? I think this is a great idea for Arlington to have this initiative, but I do not 
think we are close to making this work, which is why a pilot initiative is a good idea. What 
is the existing set of rules for operating, where do they come from, and are they designed 
for this project?   
Response: Staff developed rules/regulations by looking at examples from other 
example/implementation cities. This is uncharted territory for the County, but there will be a 
“fine tuning” of existing rules during the 9-month pilot period. Staff will be monitoring the 
program consistently, but regulatory changes will likely come at the end of this pilot period, 
and there may need to be changes explored and implemented at the Commonwealth level.  

• They (scooters/dockless bicycles) are a really good thing, how will staff account for the 
scooters that will cross jurisdictional borders?  Will the County’s regulations be created in 

https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/parks-recreation-commission/
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tandem with those in Maryland and the District of Columbia, how close are these 
regulations from one another? 
Response: Staff consulted with the District of Columbia and other regional entities to write 
these regulations so they are consistent, but they are not the same. These devices will be able 
to “cross the river”; however, staff are still reviewing/discussing how to enforce the quotas.  

• How has this initiative impacted Capital Bikeshare?  
Response: The County fully supports Capital Bikeshare, but there has been a decline in use 
recently (mainly flat) for the region. This is a new initiative which will affect Capital 
Bikeshare, but staff is fully supportive of both Capital Bikeshare and the pilot initiative.  

• How is staff collecting data for use?  
Response: There are several ways that data is being collected: through citizen parking 
complaints, showing the general location of these vehicles, counting feedback that comes 
directly, and spot checks will be done as well.  Seattle, Washington has done something 
similar, with a spot check of a certain area (within a specific radius) where specific tools will 
be used to keep track of usage and other related activity.  

• How much does it cost to rent a scooter?  
Response: $1.00 to rent, $0.15 per minute to use. All scooters are Global Positioning System 
(GPS) enabled. Dockless bicycles are mainly all gone now in the District and have generally 
been replaced by scooters.  With GPS on the scooters, companies can “geofence” to see if the 
vehicle is left improperly. As a user, a person can report if a vehicle has been left improperly. 
A person may call or e-mail the company to provide more information if needed.    

• Are there any delinquent consequences?  
Response: There is no County policy on this yet, but this is still being explored and discussed.   

• I think there should be County regulations on what these delinquent procedures are.  
• What is the average length of a trip on a scooter?   

Response: Not sure, but the District of Columbia has data on this. Monthly data from the 
County will provide this as well.  

• What problem is this initiative trying to solve?   
Response: The County sees this initiative as another method of mobility without using a car.  
Dockless bicycles and scooters may help people get to Metro more efficiently, or they may be 
used for leisure.  

• This may be a walk/pedestrian versus scooter issue, and walking is good.  
Response: One of the questions that staff will be reviewing is “what mode is this replacing?” 

• Is the County collecting data for nine months, which would also include the report back to 
the County Board, or is it nine months and then more time for the report back?   
Response: The nine months is to collect data, and approximately, three more months are 
needed to write a report for County Board consideration. Therefore, this initiative will span 
approximately one year.  

• What is the liability insurance for the company?   
Response: The person using the vehicle will be liable, essentially the person who left the 
vehicle in any location. 

 
 
A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) Update [Irena Lazic, DPR] 
 
Irena Lazic provided an update on the POPS plan to the PRC.  Mr. Rivero will share the POPS 
presentation with the PRC.  This information has been posted to the main PRC webpage on the 
following link (under “2018 Meeting Schedule” within the September “Meeting Materials”).  Ms. 
Lazic mentioned she would like to come back to the PRC and provide another update in 
October/November 2018.  Ms. Lazic stated that the inventory of public spaces by ownership will 
be shown as “site name, address, and acreage”.  DPR staff, Bethany Heim, also discussed how the 

https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/parks-recreation-commission/
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inventory/data has been captured as part of this process by using Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS).  This information will also be listed within the Geocortex site/software, which is a 
public portal where this data will be accessed and shared with the community. 
 
Commission Comments/Questions: 
 

• There will be a draft of the POPS that will be sent to the PRC and the review will be 
extensive.  

• This document evolved since the Preliminary POPS draft was presented to the community 
in July 2017; this is new information for the new PRC members, who will need to review 
the document.  
Response: Staff would prefer to receive any comments/questions/issues on the final draft 
sooner, so they may be addressed and resolved before it is scheduled for adoption by the 
County Board.   

• How long do you anticipate the final document to be?  
Response: Almost 300 pages, with appendices. Staff is exploring ways to break up the 
document in to various sections for review.  

• On the inventory of public spaces, does this included Arlington Public Schools (APS) 
owned properties as well?   
Response: Yes, it does. Public spaces are grouped by ownership and this includes County 
owned public spaces, APS land, Federal/NPS parkland, NOVA Parks, and Privately Owned 
Public Spaces with Easements. Minor Hill Park is an example of County owned land that was 
on the County’s public spaces inventory, however, it was removed as part of our research 
because it was purchased for utility purposes. The site had some informal park uses, but was 
removed from the inventory because it was purchased for a non-park purposes and has 
sensitive utility infrastructure.  

• It would be helpful to identify properties like these within the POPS document inventory. 
Response: There are instances where the County uses land for temporary purposes (i.e. Fort 
Bernard Park Dog Park and Community Garden). After the PSMP is updated and adopted, 
staff is considering putting a summary of the County’s public spaces and park amenities on 
the County’s website. The webpage could also identify sites that are being used informally or 
temporarily as public space, but were purchased for other purposes.  

• How does staff treat George Washington (GW) Parkway? Much of this area is actually 
within the District of Columbia and the roadway may be included and should not be used 
for park purposes.   
Response: The GW Parkway’s data is from the National Park Service (NPS). Cutting up the 
data would take a considerable amount of staff time and the result would not align with the 
way NPS uses or reports their acreage information. 

• I think staff has been doing a great job to get the data right, and if the POPS plan is 
dynamic, the community should be provided the tools within the plan to review this 
appropriately.  

• How often is the plan updated?   
• Response: The current POPS Draft recommends that needs assessment and level of service 

analysis are review every five years, but the policies and comprehensive re-write usually 
happens every 10 years. 
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Commission-led Discussion on the Bill Thomas Award 
 
PRC Chair Ross stated that Vice Chair Howell will discuss the Bill Thomas Award updated 
document for standardizing various actions associated with consideration, nomination, and 
selection procedures.   
 
Commission Comments/Questions: 
 

• I found some language confusing between the nominee/nominator.   
Response: Those references will be fixed within the final document.  

• I like that the revised document provides some flexibility on who may participate in the 
nomination committee.  
Response: The idea was to broaden the scope for who may participate. 

• The outside organizations need to be made aware that these changes are coming.   
Response: That is right, and the Commission should highlight who these committees are and 
let them know.  

• This is a PRC award, so nomination review does not have to go outside the Commission 
for review/consideration. But we would have the ability to include others as needed. 

• Flexibility should remain that other members of the PRC may participate on the review 
committee as determined by the Chair.  

• These changes primarily focus the award on volunteer/hands-on work. Other activity, 
such as advocacy, may be considered but would not by itself be a qualifying activity.  

• The questions are: What are we trying to honor? What is the focus of this award? What 
was expressed was hands-on efforts to parks and good stewardship to our public lands.  
The document also includes references to people who take care of outdoor recreational 
spaces (beautification/maintenance).  This would not include people who work within 
indoor facilities, coaching sports, instructing, etc.  This is mainly related to maintenance, 
beautification, and support of our public open spaces (parks, fields, etc.).  This is more 
about taking care of the space, with your hands.  

• The main question for commissioners is whether we continue with past precedent for 
what this award is about, or, should the Commission move back to what the spirit of Bill 
Thomas and his hands-on activity on public open space maintenance/beautification was?  

• The Commission can take another look at reviewing this document again as needed.  
• May staff provide a deep search of Park and Recreation awards prior to the Bill Thomas 

Awards? (the PRC staff liaison may look in to this). 

 
 
Staff Report  
 

• Quick update on 4MRV 
o Mr. Rivero provided a quick recap of the September 22, 2018 County Board 

meeting and the action by the County Board on the Four Mile Run Valley (4MRV) 
Park Master Plan (PMP) and associated Design Guidelines.  The community 
engagement process for Jennie Dean Park, Phase 1 will be a democratic/open 
process, not a working group style.  Many engagement opportunities will be 
devised (open houses, interviews, etc.). 

 
Fairlington Park Project 
Design issue of the sand pit seat wall and shade structure constructability should be answered this 
week. Minor comments from permitting should have the permit by next week. There are several 
design issues with the play equipment that have been resolved starting back in May. County will 
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issue an overall drawing covering all design changes that have been implemented to date on the 
equipment. It has been a wet week and with design issues not much work has taken place. About 
60% of the play/work out equipment is on site. 
 
Gunston Bubble 

• Turf installation anticipated completion on 09/17/2018. 
 
Gunston Community Field 

• Installed top soil and sod – complete (fence to remain in place until fall).  

Urban Forestry Office Updates 
1. The tree maintenance crews are continuing to experience high volumes of tree removal 

and maintenance calls. Several weekend storms have set Urban Forestry's schedule back, 
but we are working to address the workload. The ongoing Hurricane Florence may also 
impact operations, though we will likely be spared by the majority of impact. 

2. Bon Air Park suffered significant damage from flooding, and forestry is looking at 
reforestation in some areas, as a potential solution to reduce erosion, and improve the 
canopy of the park. 

3. The Administrative regulation for planting trees on public land was signed by the County 
Manager. This regulation updates the 1982 standards for planting, and includes major 
changes, like soil volume targets, and species selection. One can find this regulation, which 
applies to all public land, including parks projects, here: 
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/38/2018/09/Tree-
Planting-on-Public-Land.pdf  

4. At the Urban Forestry Commission (UFC), Natural Resources staff presented on the 
current progress on treating invasive plants in parks, and Parks Development staff 
presented on the Four Mile Run Valley master plan update. 

5. Urban Forestry staff attended preconstruction meetings for Lubber Run Community 
Center, McCoy Park, and Long Bridge Park 

6. Foresters helped staff the booth at the County Fair. Attendance varied between the shifts, 
but both staff answered questions on forestry and natural resources. Staff will be 
compiling ideas to improve our booth and attendance next year. 

7. Forestry staff walked the Lucky Run/Allie Freed Park areas along Four Mile Run with 
Parks Development and Natural Resources staff to determine additional planting 
locations, including species selection, as part of the Neighborhood Conservation project. 
Care was taken to avoid conflicts with paths, and the future planning process. 

 
4MRV 
Staff and the consultant team have worked on a draft Park Master Plan (PMP) and associated Design 
Guidelines that was posted on the 4MRV website for review. The Working Group reviewed this 
document (along with the draft Area Plan) at their meeting on Wednesday, July 18th.  Staff reviewed 
the various comments/questions received and provided an updated PMP document attached to the 
County Board staff report.  The PMP will be considered by the County Board at their September 
22nd meeting.    
 
RHP+ 
Construction continues at the Wilson School site and the school is expected to open in the fall of 
2019. Penzance has started demolition of Rosslyn Highlands Park, Fire Station #10 and 1555 
Wilson Blvd. The Fire Station is anticipated to be completed summer 2021. The park is anticipated 
to be completed by the end of 2021. Public engagement for the playground (on the APAH Site) 
began earlier this spring and two conceptual layouts were presented at public forums and online. 
One concept received overwhelming support and the design team has developed 20% DD drawings 

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/38/2018/09/Tree-Planting-on-Public-Land.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/38/2018/09/Tree-Planting-on-Public-Land.pdf
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for that concept. Public engagement through an online feedback survey is running through mid-
September and construction documentation will begin shortly thereafter. APAH has submitted for 
permits for their site and anticipates the undergrounding of utilities on 18th street to start later 
this summer with their building starting in summer 2019. 

 
Nelly Custis Park 
The preferred design concept chosen by the DWG (Design Working Group) was presented to the 
Civic Association meeting on Wednesday, November 8th. The project was approved by the Civic 
Association. The plans have been submitted to DES for Land Disturbing Activity (LDA) permitting 
and an LDA permit has been issued. The project has gone to bid and the Award of Contract for 
construction is on the agenda for the September 22 board meeting. 
 
Dawson Terrace Park 

• Placed concrete for playground curbing.  
• Electrical layout and install for lighting. 
• Placed concrete for wall footing adjacent to the side walk on the south side – Complete 

 
Alice West Fleet Elementary School (NES @ Thomas Jefferson) 
Completed and ongoing tasks: 

• Concrete slab at lower level of garage - complete 
• Wall and column foundation installation at the lower level of the garage - complete 
• Garage floor drains at garage upper level deck - complete 
• Concrete slab at upper level of garage - complete 
• Wall and column foundation installation at the upper level of the garage - complete 
• Installation of waterproofing for garage foundation walls – ongoing and soon to complete 
• Installation of the school’s ground floor level deck (the roof of the garage upper level) - 

ongoing and soon to complete. 
• Future bus loop - has been put on grade and stone sub-base installed in order to 
• stabilize the grade. The loop is serving as an access road for construction vehicles within 

the site during construction, and for emergency vehicle access to Jefferson Middle School. 
• Structural Steel Erection - while the garage is an all concrete structure, the 4-story 

building above is of steel frame construction. Currently in progress is erection of steel for 
the 1st 4-story section. 

• Thomas Jefferson Middle School (TJMS) Stair and Façade renovations – This work entails 
demolishing 2 existing stairwells at TJMS and reconfiguring them so that the new entries 
allow for on-grade access to the lower level of TJMS with a single stair for access to the 
upper level. Demolition is complete, as is installation of the new concrete slab and new 
stairs. Framing of the new roof extension and installation of the new storefront entry is in 
process. 

 
Construction activities next month: 

• Completion of garage structure 
• Installation of entry ramp to garage 
• Start installation of garage mechanical and electrical rough-ins 
• Structural steel erection 
• Completion of TJMS Stair and Façade renovations work 

 
Process related activities: 

• Temporary streetlights - the Use Permit for the project requires installation of temporary 
streetlights on the west side of South Old Glebe Rd. These are schedule to be installed by 
start of school. 
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• Modified construction work hours - (7am-9pm on weekdays, and 9am-9pm on weekends 
and holidays) are being judiciously used in order to improve the project schedule when 
possible. 

• Construction worker parking – we are planning to use the upper level of the garage for 
construction worker parking once the steel structure above is complete and garage life 
safety systems are installed, with a target date for use in early November. 

• Quarterly meetings – quarterly meetings to address construction issues/concerns were 
requested by local neighbors and Civic Associations. Future meeting dates are: 11/14/18, 
2/13/19, 5/15/19, and 8/14/19. Meeting time is 7pm-8:30pm, meeting location is the 
TJMS library. 

 
Reeves Farmhouse – Landscape Modification Project and Completion of conditions 
associated with the Unified Residential Development for sale of the farmhouse.    

a. Construction of the landscape modifications have been completed. 
  

b. The actions necessary to record the Unified Residential Development (URD) plat, approved 
by the County Board in September 2015, have been completed.  The deed for the URD and 
the deed for the Historical Preservation Easement, for the farmhouse lot only, have both 
been recorded.   

 
Ballston Pond Retrofit/Beaver Pond Park Improvements  
DES is preparing the final design for the pond retrofit. The pond receives runoff from more than 
300 acres of urban and suburban land, and represents the most feasible opportunity within 
Arlington for a larger regional stormwater management facility.  Retrofitting the pond so it 
provides more water quality treatment will help the County to comply with Virginia’s water quality 
regulations and will contribute to restoring the Chesapeake Bay.  DPR is working with DES to 
improve the park area on the east side of the pond.  A new platform with interpretive signs will be 
built on the pond’s shoreline for visitors to view the scenery and wildlife.  Other improvements 
include park entrance signs and new plantings along the trail.  Invasive plant control will be 
integrated in all phases of this project.   
 
Madison Manor Park Rehabilitation 
Staff presented the final park plan to the community during the annual community picnic held on 
June 10th. The project includes a renovated nature themed playground, basketball court, picnic 
shelter, combination field, drinking fountain, site furnishings, walkways, irrigation, parking area, 
casual use space and landscaping. The design team is moving forward with construction documents 
and is projecting construction to start in the 2nd quarter of 2019 with completion in the 3rd quarter 
of 2019.  
 
APS Reed Elementary School Expansion 
The final submission for the Reed Elementary School use permit amendment has been filed.  
County staff will review and submit comments to APS by the end of September.  The application is 
currently scheduled to be considered by the Planning Commission and County Board in 
November.   

 
Crystal Square Block Plan/1770 Crystal Drive 
The applicant will be proceeding with their application for redevelopment of the block but will 
not be converting the building at 1770 Crystal Drive to residential at this time. The current 
proposal is to make improvements for that building and keep the use as commercial/office. The 
applicant still intends to grant and easement to the County for the future development of a park 
as part of the application. These applications will come before the Board in October. 
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New Secondary School at Wilson 
Completed and ongoing tasks: 

• Completed steel trusses erection for theater. 
• Bars 1 and 2 roof terrace slabs were poured. 
• Bar 2 library slab was poured. 
• Spray fireproofing work ongoing. 
• Ductwork and plumbing installation at the G1 level ongoing. 
• CMU wall installation has completed at mechanical room. 
• CMU wall installation at black box and gym ongoing. 
• Stair #1 installation ongoing. 
• Metal stud framing has begun at G1 level. 

 
Construction activities next month: 

• Façade wall framing will begin. 
• Curtainwall installation will begin. 
• Door Frames and Interior Framing will begin. 
• MEP rough-in (ductwork, electrical, plumbing) will continue. 

 
Process related activities: 

• Washington gas will continue replacement of the gas main along Wilson Blvd. from N. Pierce 
St. to N. Quinn St. which will allow Gilbane to construct the DVP electrical vault on Wilson 
Blvd. 

 
Bluemont Park 
The project is 95% complete. New trees (17) will be planted along the newly created park entrance 
and sidewalk area in mid-to-late October (depending on when Davey can dig, weather dependent) 
and will include two years of watering. Invasive plant management is ongoing. Additional plantings 
will take place over the next few seasons. Site furnishings (trash cans, benches, park signage) will 
be ordered this fall with installation by PNR. 
 
Lucky Run/Allie Freed  
Invasive plant treatment for calendar year 2018 is ongoing.  Invasive plant treatment resumed with 
a Celandine treatment late March, a first summer treatment late May/early June and fall treatment 
in September, with a potential additional treatment in October. Tree planting for both Lucky Run 
and Allie Freed will take place late Fall 2018 and will include approximately 50 trees total. 
Additional planting will take place Spring 2019. 
 
Oakland Park 
The LDA permit has been obtained and the project is in the queue for bid. 
 
Oak Grove Park 
The asphalt chip path request for proposal (RFP) has been approved.  A purchase order request has 
been sent for approval.  
 
Powhatan Springs Skate Park 
The skate park specialty construction contractor began work on-site in late August. This is 
approximately three weeks ahead of schedule. They have been forming the two (2) skate bowls and 
are expected to begin installing concrete surfacing in the coming weeks. The athletic field remains 
open during construction. The projected completion date for the skate park is early 2019.  
                
Long Bridge Park and Aquatics & Fitness Center 
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The Design/builder has received the LDA permit. Subcontractors are preparing to meet with county 
to plan site start of site work. 65% design package was submitted 9/14 for review. 
 
Long Bridge Park Field 1 and 4 Replacement 
Working with the design team for the fixes to both fields, met with the team on 09/13/2018. 
Design coordination can begin once proposal is reviewed by the County. 
 
Stratford Park 

▪ Submitted punch list to Contractor, contractor has 30 days to complete – Ongoing 
▪ Outfield warning track premix delivered - Complete. 
▪ Outfield warning track removed and premix installed - Complete. 
▪ Coir logs installed to help manage potential washout as rains events continue. 

 
McCoy Park Improvements 
Construction contractor scheduled to start 9/17/18.  Construction alert signs have been posted 
on site and the webpage updated and the restricted parking signs are in place. 
 
Mosaic Park  
Developer use of site for pedestrian bridge installation. Photos of pre-existing site conditions 
completed. Contractor is to mobilize in late September. Still waiting for drawings from 
developer/contractor. County has 10 days to review. 
 
905 20th Street South – Preparation for Demolition 

• Obtain utility letters – ongoing  
• Lead abatement removal – Complete (08/23/2018) 
• Asbestos removal – Complete 

 
Nauck Town Square 
A 90% internal DPR project review was held Thursday, August 2nd. The plans have been uploaded 
for LDA review by DES. 100% plans will incorporate comments from DES and final plan updates 
(not required for LDA permitting) and are due in October.  
 
Glencarlyn Park 

• Awaiting the purchase order to be sent, meanwhile the preconstruction meeting has been 
tentatively set.  

• Awaiting Dominion Energy’s work request to be fulfilled for the power outage associated 
with the work. 

 
Westover Park – Soccer Field 
The sod is complete and punch-out is complete, monitoring areas at the inlet due to heavy rains 
and the irrigation has been adjusted also. 
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Commission Member Reports  
• 55+ (Andrea Walker) 

• Credit card surcharge for 55+/other DPR programs started Aug 1.  The 2.5% 
surcharge was passed w/2019 operating budget. 

• Sunny’s Worldwide Transportation will be providing the 55+ program full charter 
service Oct 1. 

• The 3 topics that keep DHS senior services busiest are scams/financial issues, 
isolation of seniors (mental health, etc.), and family caregiving. 
 

• APS (Jim Meikle) 
a) APS has committed to forming an immature tree watering plan for Summer of 2019. 

It will mirror the County strategy with us buying or leasing a Buffalo Truck and 
having temporary workers do constant watering May thru’ September as required. 

 
b) APS is collaborating with Parks and Rec. staff on interviewing and selecting a new 

Facilities Manager for the Hoffman-Boston campus following Mr. Minor’s recent 
retirement. 

 
c) APS have had meetings and enquiries with/from various Tree Stewards individuals 

and groups. We are working now to streamline that process to a central 
representation for purposes of consistency in communications. 

 
d) After more than three months our LDA’s have finally been approved for our new (still 

pervious) synthetic play areas at Barrett and Arlington Science Focus. Unfortunately, 
with the lengthy delay on starting these projects we lost availability of our original 
site work sub-contractor so are now working with our Purchasing staff to appoint an 
alternative vendor. Not having these fields available for the first months of school is 
a major practical challenge. Significantly increased engineering and installation 
costs related directly to increased storm water measures are also a challenge but we 
are committed to finishing both of these projects asap. Lesson learned is that if we 
choose to do more of these we will have to initiate the process as early as February 
and of course increase our estimates to address the LDA/Storm Water piece. 

 
e) As usual we leave it to the PRC project liaisons to report on individual APS school 

construction projects. 
 

• Bike Element MTP (Steve Finn) 
• The group met on September 4th to identify and prioritize the list of bikeway network 

additions and improvements.  This list after additional discussion and review will for 
the WG’s submission to update the TMP. 

 
• Budget/CIP (Duke Banks/Caroline Haynes) 
• Civic Federation (Duke Banks) 

• On Tuesday October 2nd, Park and Recreation Commission Chair, Bill Ross will 
participate in a panel discussion concerning bond initiatives at the Civic Federation 
meeting. He will provide an overview on the Parks Bond referenda. The Civic 
Federation will also consider a resolution supporting Park Bonds. 
 

• Crystal City Review Commission (Nate Gould) 
• Four Mile Run Valley Work Group (Caroline Haynes/Michael Grace) 
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• The Four Mile Run Valley Working Group held their last meeting on September 20, 
and on Saturday, September 22, the County Board adopted the Four Mile Run Valley 
Parks Master Plan and Design Guidelines. The Request to Advertise the Four Mile 
Run Valley Area Plan is slated to be considered at the October Board meeting, with 
final consideration at the November meeting. The next step for Jennie Dean Park and 
Shirlington Park is the final design process, which will involve opportunities for a 
broad cross section of the community to participate. 
 

• Grants/Awards Committee 
- Bill Thomas Award 

- The commission will review proposed changes to the criteria at its 
September meeting.   

 
• Joint Career Center Working Group (CCWG) (Cindy Krech) 

• The following are bullet points about sports, recreation and open spaces taken from 
the final career center report after 9 months of committee work. 
1. Since APS and County projections indicate a continued demand for seats, and 

considering APS may need to convert option program seats into neighborhood 
seats in the future (or vice-versa), all school construction must be executed in a 
way that supports potential growth and maintains maximum adaptability. This 
means designing common spaces (i.e., gymnasium, cafeteria, and performance 
space) today to accommodate tomorrow’s growth, as they are difficult to expand 
later when students are added or when APS increases building capacity. 

2. All Arlington students, regardless of the type of school they attend, deserve an 
educational experience that includes quality indoor and outdoor spaces, 
including access to (un-programmed) green space. 

3. Once the Career Center site constructs a new gym, auxiliary gym, theater and 
multipurpose field space, it will be able to accommodate a majority of after-
school sports, recreational and club activities. 

4. As with all APS schools, common indoor and outdoor facilities will become 
community assets, and should be built to allow maximum access to the broader 
community. 

5. All school construction must be executed in a way that supports potential 
growth, maintains maximum adaptability, and minimizes disruption to school 
operations and the surrounding neighborhoods. 

6. The group recommends that any necessary underground parking constructed 
with a field on top must be designed in such a way that maintains the option to 
possibly reorient the field space once the Patrick Henry building is no longer 
needed on the site. Recognizing this presents several challenges, Working Group 
members realize this approach represents the only way a stadium with track and 
spectator seating could be situated on the site in the long-term, assuming that is 
considered the best use of that space instead of a second multi-purpose field. The 
Working Group indicated a full-sized football stadium with a full-sized track and 
requisite spectator seating could not fit on this site in the near-term. 

 
• Joint Facilities Advisory Commission (JFAC) (Bill Ross) 
• Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech/Caroline Haynes) 

• The Lee Highway Planning Initiative scope and charge was established by the County 
Board at its Tuesday, September 25th recessed meeting.  
 

• Long Bridge Park (Shruti Kuppa) 
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• Long Bridge Fees Working Group (Andrea Walker) 
• Next meeting is Oct 1st to discuss results of this summer’s stat sample survey of 

residents re fees at the new pool facility. 
 

• Lubber Run Community Center (David Howell) 
• Fencing is being installed around the Lubber Run Community Center site. Demolition 

will begin soon. 
 

• Madison Manor (Kirubel Fessesework) 
• Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group (NRJAG) (Haynes/Howell) 

• None; no NRJAG meeting was held in September. 
 

• Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) (Lauren Bailey) 
• Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) (Andrea Walker) 

a) Aug 8: Shared Mobility Device demo (i.e., dockless bikes and scooters 
(electric/manual). County staff is proposing a 9-month data-gathering 
demonstration project to start Oct 1.  Rules would include electric scooters kept at 10 
mph and electric-assist bikes at 15 mph.  Note that in VA bikes/scooters are allowed 
on sidewalks w/pedestrians having right-of-way. 
 

b) Sept 12: Ped/Bike accidents—Police report notes danger of jogging/biking in bike 
lanes against the traffic.  Police will cite violators. Realignment of Columbia Pike 
north of Wash Blvd/I-395 intersection.  Army is proposing to close Southgate Rd for 
use as additional burial plots.  This transfers bikers (commuters and others) to 
sidewalks on Columbia Pike. The Committee’s letter to County Manager Schwartz 
notes that the proposed 10’ sidewalk (at 6% grade) on north side of Columbia Pike is 
too narrow and steep for peds’ and bikers’ safety. Note:  

 
c) Sept 21 Wheelchair walk and talk: PAC members had (scary) hands-on experience of 

using wheelchairs on sidewalk/bus stop/street to appreciate the challenges 
wheelchair users face and the importance of an accessible street environment for all 
users.  NOTE: DAC (Disability Advisory Committee) and PAC are willing to hold such 
a workshop for PRC. 
 

• Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC)  
- Reed School (Kevin Rachlin) 

• APS is scheduled for the October meeting to review current plans for 
the site leading to approval of a use permit for construction.   

 
• Plan for Our Places and Spaces (Haynes) 

• Irena Lazic will be providing an update on POPS at the September meeting. 
 

• Open Data Advisory Group (Nate Gould/Duke Banks) 
• Salt Facility (Bill Ross) 

• The Arlington County Board voted on 9/22 to allow the County to build an interim 
salt storage structure before winter sets in, on County-owned property on Old 
Dominion Drive, between 25th Road N. and 26th Street N. 

 
• In a separate action, the Board voted to adopt a charge for a master planning effort 

for the entire 7.6-acre Old Dominion site. The Board plans to appoint a Master Plan 
Task Force in October, to include representatives from the four neighboring civic 
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associations; Marymount University; St. Mary’s Episcopal Church; the County’s Joint 
Facilities Advisory, Park and Recreation, Planning, Transportation, Urban Forestry 
and Environment and Energy Conservation commissions and the Public Facilities 
Review Committee.  

 
• This means that the commission will need a representative for this working group.  

The Commission's obvious priority is to encourage the development of an open 
space/park on this site.   

 
• Site Plan Review Committee (Bill Ross) 

- Virginia Hospital Center (Bill Ross/David Howell) 
- Market Common Clarendon Central Park (Bill Ross) 

• The developer is preparing to submit a proposal for making 
modifications to the retail loop open space.  This will have 
implications for the design and uses of this space, which has a public 
easement on it.  Some earlier concepts presented involve the 
proposed introduction of a retail pavilion or two, removal of the 
children's playground, and removal of trees.  The commission will 
need representation during the SPRC process.   

 
- PenPlace (Shruti Kuppa) 
- 1770 Crystal Drive (Bill Ross) 

• A proposed change of the building renovation from commercial to 
residential should not change the current vision or timing for a 
corner building, additional Metro entrance, and county park at this 
site.   

 
- Best Western (Arlington Boulevard) 

• This is a redevelopment of the hotel site.  It will involve introduction 
of a small plaza/open space area.   

 
• Sports Commission (Steve Finn) 

• None; no SC meeting in August 2018. 
 

• Urban Forestry Commission (David Howell) 
• None; no UFC meeting in August 2018.  

 
 
Other Business 
 

• 2018 Park and Recreation Bond 
o Discussion: 

▪ PRC Chair Ross expressed strong support for the bond, but more can be 
done for park acquisition. He will be speaking to the Civic Federation next 
week on this regard.  

 
• Field Allocation Study Work 

o Discussion 
▪ PRC Chair Ross expressed that Commissioner Finn brought up a lot of 

concerns and edits on this document and has reviewed it extensively. The 
Sports Commission is also reviewing it and so has DPR staff. 
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▪ Commissioner Finn mentioned that most of the document is 
administrative, how to do day-to-day business, which is not policy, and 
that needs to be revised. Various points were raised within his review on 
fees, prioritization of use of fields, etc. The PRC should be categorizing and 
thinking on social infrastructure and social capital. This work should be 
used to increase social capital.  

▪ PRC Vice Chair Howell stated that the fee policy needs to be integrated in 
this field allocation policy work.  

▪ PRC Chair Ross stated that he will send out an e-mail on the PRC’s 
comments/concerns regarding this work to DPR staff. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 

Next Meeting: October 23, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 


