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Meeting Summary 

 

Attendance 

Nora Palmatier, Chair 

David Howell 

Steve Campbell 

Evelio Rubiella 

Kit Norland 

Caroline Haynes 

Phil Klingelhofer 

 

 

County and State Staff 

Vincent Verweij, Urban Forest Manager, 

DPR 

 

Guests 

Bill Roos 

Elizabeth Grossman 

Mary Glass 

Audrey Clement 

Jane Siegel, Planning Commission 

 

Guests, Commissioners and Staff – Introductions and Sign-in 

Public Comment 

Audrey Clement commented on Dawn Redwood development. An explanation of specimen tree 

designation was given. It was suggested that the tree can be designated for specimen status, due 

to the house not being used as a single family home. Ms. Clement argued that this tree may 

qualify for a specimen tree. She asked whether a nomination has been filed, and whether the 

commission has a recommendation to file the nomination. 

Mary Glass spoke on behalf of the Arlington Tree Action Group. Ms. Glass described the 

meeting with the County Manager and staff. It was a briefing on how to act on how to preserve 

more trees in Arlington. A handout was distributed to suggest items for pursuit on tree 

preservation. Ms. Glass invited the Commission to react to these suggestions. 

Bill Roos supported comments on the dawn redwood and other issues. Mr. Roos noted a concern 

regarding dead trees at Wakefield High School, which he suggested be replaced. Mr. Roos 

suggested this was an insult to the residents and students of South Arlington, and the fiscal state 

of Arlington County. This was tied to the mission of maintenance of trees on public property. It 

was suggested to explore this issue by the Urban Forestry Commission, and react appropriately. 

A statement was passed around. 

UFC Housekeeping – Nora Palmatier 

The Chair expressed a need for a Vice Chair. The commission will be seeking volunteers on the 

commission for this position. This position would be the natural successor to the chair. The chair 

planned to speak to individual members for interest. 

 



Guidelines for sharing documents and information were shared with the commission. After 

research, it was found that documents submitted by the public are not required to be entered into 

the record. A summary of public comments is appropriate for minutes. 

 

UFC letters to the County Board – Nora Palmatier 

The Chair discussed a meeting with the board liaison, John Vihstadt. In this discussion, Mr. 

Vihstadt spoke about discussions with the County Attorney, who is aware of tree preservation 

issues, and the need for the Urban Forestry Commission to be a scientific and legal expertise 

advisory to the County Board. An example was given of how increased soil volume for tree 

planting areas was discussed, introduced through Commission advice, and incorporated in the 

design specifications. 

Commissioner Haynes asked staff if the updated standards have helped address legal and 

scientific conflicts with development. The Urban Forest Manager replied that anecdotally, the 

standards have improved submissions and completed projects. He welcomed a more independent 

assessment of this, as new site plans are approved. 

A request was made to update the Commission on progress at Wakefield High School’s 

landscape. Staff will reach out to Arlington Public Schools (APS) staff to request an update. The 

Chair suggested it would help APS advocate for more funding if residents worked with the 

School Board. 

Commissioner Norland expressed concern that only providing technical and legal advice in 

letters would limit the effectiveness of the Commission.  The Chair clarified that this was a 

request of the County Board, and that the Commission can vote on anything proposed. 

Biophilic Cities – David Howell 

Commissioner Howell presented on Biophilic Cities, and encouraged Arlington County to seek 

Biophilic City status. 

Commissioner Haynes noted that the July draft of the POPS document includes a 

recommendation that Arlington explore becoming a biophilic community. 

Approval of May Minutes 

May Minutes were approved unanimously. 

Staff Reports - (provided in advance by email unless otherwise noted) 

General: 

  

1. Kara Smith, the landscape architect for the county, has left for another position. She was a great 

ally of forestry, and helped develop the updated landscape standards. Brett Wallace will be taking 

on most landscape architect questions and requests, until a replacement is found. 

2. Staff met with Tree Stewards and ARMN to discuss future projects. Urban forestry will be 

exploring options to provide up to 2 volunteer plantings this Fall and Spring. 

3. A discussion is underway between the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the 

Department of Environmental Services (DES) about trees in stormwater BMPs. Conflicts with 



maintenance and trees need to be addressed, and the comprehensive values of trees weighed 

against certain stormwater solutions. 

4. Urban forestry staff learned the County will be taking over ownership of Fairfax Dr from N 

Barton St to N Glebe Rd. This will mean additional maintenance costs for urban forestry, and 

could also create tree planting opportunities. 

5. Andrew Knapik and Vincent Verweij attended the Metropolitan Washington Council of 

Governments presentation on ensuring survival of riparian restorations.  

  

Outreach: 

  

1. Arlington County’s DPR Public relations office sent out post cards, advertising the Tree 

Canopy Fund, to neighborhoods of lower than average tree canopy. It appears to have garnered 

extra interest, as our applications have gone up to 400, for this season. 

2. Staff is continuing to explore other options to assist in outreach, on a regular basis, and to support 

the upcoming mature trees campaign. 

  

School projects: 

  

1. Stratford School: Tree removal has commenced at the school. The plan is being implemented in 

phases, and APS is following plan requirements. 

  

Operations 

1. Our tree maintenance staff is experiencing high call volumes, and dealing with some tough vehicle 

and equipment issues. Our response time is still within typical standards, but we are hoping for a 

reduction in calls. 

2. Urban Forestry, with coordination with Natural Resources and the area Park Manager, are re-

distributing the pile of wood left by several trees that were cut down/fell at Lacey Woods from 

a 2017 Summer storm. The wood from these felled trees is being used to block off several 

unapproved mountain bike trails and to line several trails throughout the park. This project was 

started in January, but has not been finished due to weather conditions. 

3. Recent thunderstorms have produced a decent amount of tree damage that is currently being 

assessed and scheduled.  

  

Parks: 
  

1. Long Bridge – First submission was reviewed and comments were sent back on 6/27/2018. 

2. Lubber Run – Attended the latest design meeting with DPR to go over 100% conceptual design. 

Land disturbance Application (LDA) will be submitted for staff review within the next few months.  

3. McCoy – Met with the DPR Landscape Architect to go over plans before LDA submission. No 

timetable to start park construction, at this time. 

4. Banneker – Reviews are ongoing and reforestation and tree replacements are currently being 

discussed with PDD.  

5. Dawson Terrace – Preconstruction meeting was held and park construction will start this week.  

6. Tyrol Hills – Park is nearing completion and a final walkthrough will be scheduled soon. All 

trees have been planted, with two needing replacement.  

7. Stratford – Park is nearing completion and a final walkthrough will be scheduled soon. All trees 

have been planted, with eight needing replacement.  

8. Fairlington – Park construction is underway.  



9. Powhatan Springs Skate Park – Tree protection and controls were installed and inspected, and 

construction has started.  

10. Upton Hills: The first submission of this project came in, through land disturbance review, under 

address 6060 Wilson Blvd. The project will go through another resubmission. Staff requested 

reduction in tree impact, change in species planted, and other technical details. The plan largely 

matches the description given during the presentation. 

  

  DES & NC Projects 
1. Washington Blvd Bike Trail – Fort Myer Construction has installed tree protection fencing and 

E&S controls. Project is on time and going smoothly. There is a possibility of extra funds being 

available for additional plantings at the projects end. 

2. Clark Street Bridge – Tree protection fencing and E&S Controls have been installed and 

construction is underway. 

3. Columbia Pike – Tree protection and E&S Controls have been installed and construction is 

underway. This is a multi-year project. 

4. 15th St N + Clarendon Blvd (Pork chop) – Tree protection and E&S Controls have been installed 

and construction is underway.  

5. NC Project: S Courthouse Rd – Tree protection, root pruning, and E&S Controls were installed 

6. NC Project: 23rd St S – Tree protection has been installed, but very minimal tree impact for this 

project.  

7. Woodmont Swale restoration – This project is underway and should conclude late July. 

8. Ballston Pond – Currently reviewing plans.  

9. 31st Street Lot: This is a parking lot behind the water pollution control plant. DES is exploring 

options for operational use of this space. Trees removed will be replanted, and invasive plant 

control will be part of the project. 

  

Operations 

1. Responding daily to resident calls and online requests to inspect county trees. After inspection, 

tasks are created for the tree crew and residents are notified of results. Averaging about 15-20 

requests in a week.  

2. Met with Disc golf course representative at the Bluemont Park disc golf course to discuss the Eagle 

Scout project of installing single rail fences to direct traffic and minimize erosion. Fence location 

was adjusted in areas to avoid impact to trees. 

3. Met with Arlington Public School staff to discuss the removal of the dilapidated foot bridge 

between Long Branch Nature Center and Campbell Elementary School. Bridge will be 

removed with minimal impact to RPA. A few small trees will be removed to accommodate the 

bridge removal, and will be replaced with appropriate native species. 

  
4.1 Site Plans and Use Permits 

1. Market Common Clarendon – First submission civil engineering set was reviewed and 

comments were sent back on 6/26/2018. 

2. Bishop O’Connell – Review of the first submission landscape plan is ongoing.  

3. West Rosslyn – Review of the first submission landscape plan is ongoing. 

4. Arlington County Head Start Program – Use Permit reviews are ongoing. 



5. Ballston Quarter – Pre-construction meeting for street tree pits was held and follow-up 

inspections were performed during installation of structural cells and soil. This is one of the first 

projects in Arlington County with stormwater tree pits. 

6. Pen Place: Staff discussed significant tree impact from this project with the applicant. The 

applicant is working to explore improving their designs to allow for additional tree planting, and 

potential temporary preservation. 

  

By-right Plan review of note 

1. 3260 N Ohio st. A state champion dawn redwood exists on this property. This tree is located in a 

Resource Protection Area (RPA). There other trees located in  RPA, and Right-Of-Way trees may 

also be impacted. This project is still under review and has not yet been approved.  

2. 1717 N Utah street. In this project 3 neighbors have serious issues regarding protection of off-

site trees. A meeting of all neighbors and developer was held and the developer agreed to address 

all the issues of all the neighbors.  

3. The Washington Golf and Country Club LDA’s (3 in total) have all been reviewed. A pre-

construction meeting was scheduled and construction has started on the course, for one of the 

approved LDA’s.  

  

Champion trees: 

  

1. A resident asked us to measure their black locust in their back yard, and we found a new county 

champion, at a score of 191.  

  

Tree planting 

  

For Spring 2018 the total number of trees planted is 207.  There were 53 trees planted in the parks and 

154 trees planted along the streets. 

Baldcypress                        1                                              Beech                                   4 

River Birch                           2                                              Blackgum                             5 

Cherry                                  13                                           Crapemyyrtle                    8 

Dogwood                            2                                              Elm                                         9 

Fringetree                           6                                              Gingko                                  4 

Holly                                      1                                              Hornbeam                          2 

London Planetree            16                                           Magnolia                             8 

Paperbark Maple             7                                              Red Maple                          13 

No. Red Oak                       6                                              Pin Oak                                 5 

Scarlet Oak                         8                                              White Oak                           2 

Willow Oak                         15                                           Redbud                                27 

Redcedar                             5                                              Serviceberry                      22 

Sourwood                           10                                           Sweetgum                          1 

Sycamore                            1                                              Tuliptree                              4 

  

Andrew is continuously exploring different areas that can be planted as well as right-of-way’s that do not 

have sidewalks. 

 

 

Commission Member Reports (provided in advance by email unless otherwise noted) 

 



Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group 

David Howell presented on Biophilic Communities and what this might mean for Arlington. 

Commission members discussed possible next steps, including how to broaden the understanding 

of this issue within our commissions. Members suggested having David come and present to 

their respective commissions. There was also discussion about broadening the implementation 

steps in the POPS plan on Biophilic Communities. 

POPS (Update of Public Spaces Master Plan) – Caroline Haynes 

Staff is working on final edits to the draft POPS plan, which is expected to be posted and 

available for public review this summer (now likely in August). The advisory group met this 

morning to review some of the key edits. Public comment is expected to extend through 

September, and a wide range of commissions will receive presentations this fall. The final plan is 

scheduled to go to the board in December or January. 

Park and Recreation Commission – Caroline Haynes 

Staff is working to finalize the implementation plan for the framework agreement, as well as the 

park master plan. The 4MRVWG meetings have been put on hold until drafts of both are 

available. The working group may meet again in mid-July but that remains TBD. 

Planning activities  

Housing Conservation District Working Group – Meeting cancelled. No report. 

Tree Stewards – Steve Campbell 

-Tree Stewards continued to be very active promoting the Tree Canopy Fund program, and 

advising those applying for trees. 

-TS have also been assisting Nora with developing the “Mature Trees are Valuable Trees 

(MTVT)” brochure.  This is a new campaign being funded by TCF funds. 

-TS Continuing Education Program related to “MTVT” : Fellow Commissioner Jim McGlone 

will meet with TS members to help prepare them on how to best answer homeowners’ questions 

about their trees.  Date: July 10/ 7-9PM/ Fairlington Community Center. 

 

-This week a group of TS will begin pruning trees at Wakefield High School.  The trees require 

‘functional’ pruning (removal of dead and broken limbs, crossing branches, and suckers/sprouts; 

also limbing up trees as needed). 

TS Hugh Robinson reports that there are currently 25 dead/dying trees on the school grounds that 

are tagged for removal!!! 

 

 



Tree Canopy Fund – Nora Palmatier 

 

Review sessions will be held in June and July, for the almost 400 applications for Tree Canopy 

Fund tree plantings. 

 

Northern Virginia Urban Forest Roundtable – Nora Palmatier 

 

No report 

 

Mature Trees Campaign – Nora Palmatier 

 

UFC members are invited to attend trainings for the mature trees campaign.  July 9 is a webinar 

at 11am so you can do it from anywhere. If you'd like copies of the flyer to distribute, let me 

know how many and we'll make arrangements.  We've got 5,000 coming and can always order 

more! 

Get ready to educate your neighbors on the importance of mature trees in our 

neighborhoods!  On July 16, our newly designed materials will be released through a media blitz 

-- but you get to see our materials on July 9 and pick them up at the July 10 training.  These pre-

campaign trainings are geared towards TreeStewards who have the necessary knowledge of tree 

physiology to provide neighborhood education to homeowners.  All of the materials will be 

shared with Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, VNPS and many other partners on July 16 

when it will also be available from TreeStewards.org  

Monday, July 9, 11 a.m., Mature Tree Campaign Training webinar, your computer 

Learn all about Tree Stewards of Arlington and Alexandria’s new campaign to persuade 

homeowners to cherish and save their mature trees from destruction and disease.  This training 

will explain the process used to find out what aspects of big trees are important -- there were 

several surveys involved and a focus group of 50 Arlington and Alexandria homeowners 

approved the final materials.  The double-sided flyer Mature Trees are Valuable Trees and the 15 

minute power point slides for you to use at your neighborhood association, church, school, swim 

club any everywhere will be shown.  It is your opportunity to ask questions of the design 

specialist Bluestem Communications.   

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Commission – Phil Klingelhofer 

On June 14, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) held its monthly meeting, 

with two significant items on the agenda: 

Discussion / Action Items  

• Presentation of the Spring 2018 Funding Session. After a self-imposed 12 month deferment of 

consideration of new NC projects for funding recommendations, the NCAC voted unanimously to 

recommend to the County Board the following projects for funding:  Cherrydale Monroe Street 

improvement project $1,840,140 and Arlington Forest Edison Park project 

$1,082,048.  Provisionally, NCAC voted to recommend Glencarlyn 4th Street improvement project 



$1,963,381 if an easement issue with the Cherrydale project is not resolved before the NCAC 

recommendations are brought to the Board for funding approval in September. 

 

• Discussion of County Manager 2018 Bond Recommendation. We discussed the ramifications of the 

County Manager’s recommendation to the County Board that NC funding should be reduced from the 

current $12 million level to $4 million in the upcoming CIP. There was widespread recognition that 

NCAC needs to consider different and innovative options to reduce project costs even without the 

proposed 75% reduction in funding.  It was evident to all that $4 million over two years, if continued, 

would mean the death of the NC program. This slashed funding would mean that a neighborhood that 

recently submitted a priority project to NCAC for approval would expect to wait 15-30 years for 

funding.  The NCAC leadership agreed to reach out to each County Board member to discuss the 

issues and options in advance of the final CIP decision on July 14.  The Arlington 2018 CIP can be 

found here. 

 

Project Status Report  For a status report on all approved NC projects, click here.   

 

Arlington Public Schools – Jim Meikle 

No report 

Virginia Department of Forestry – Jim McGlone 

No report 

Virginia Cooperative Extension – Kirsten Ann Conrad 

No report 

New Business 

A letter to the Board encouraging exploring all options to preserve the state champion dawn 

redwood at 3260 N Ohio St was proposed to the commission. Commissioner Norland offered to 

draft the letter. 

This letter was unanimously approved. 

Commissioner Howell described a proposed development at the end of S Queen St, near 

Oakgrove School, in the Forest Hills Civic Association. The Association has expressed concerns 

about extending the street. The proposal is for twelve townhomes, about 1.5 acres. It was 

expressed it may be tough to develop. 

A letter was proposed to describe the proposed development, and based on the facts available, to 

advocate for preservation of trees and other natural resources on this property, or for potential 

acquisition. The letter will propose deferral based on limited information, and the vulnerable site. 

This letter was unanimously approved. 

For the next meeting, Caroline suggested a meeting in a park or other forestry-related field site. 

Next Meeting 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbudget.arlingtonva.us%2Fcip%2F&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C02ff528647394fe0367e08d5dd018f0f%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636657921171057612&sdata=9lS7OPpLB0S%2FbbxifGmbxeicm8dfn%2BGOkQlosi8k0rw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonva.s3.dualstack.us-east-1.amazonaws.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F5%2F2017%2F10%2FProject-Status-Oct-2017-1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CVverweij%40arlingtonva.us%7C02ff528647394fe0367e08d5dd018f0f%7C803548041fdf428e9f5f5091e994cf54%7C0%7C0%7C636657921171067626&sdata=1cPFnyOrDV%2F39bsjytvnxBxcGe5QVSn5t%2BZyxJ6Qo5A%3D&reserved=0


July 26, 2018, Courthouse Plaza – Room 311 


