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ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
August 17, 2018 

 

The Honorable Katie Cristol 

Chair, Arlington County Board  

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  

Arlington, VA 22201  

 

RE:  Park Master Park Plan for Four Mile Run Valley 

 

Dear Chair Cristol:  

 

Members of the Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) have participated in the Four Mile Run 

Valley Working Group (“4MRVWG”), and the commission has received regular progress 

updates since the 4MRVWG’s inception over two years ago. Individual members of both the 

working group and the PRC have expressed a wide range of views on the various plans as they 

have made their way through the process. While not every member on the commission agrees 

with every element of the Park Master Plan, in general the commission supports County Board 

adoption of the plan and is pleased that it is finally moving forward after many, many years of 

delay.  

 

The PRC highlights the following issues for your consideration: 

 

Unique History of Jennie Dean Park 

The PRC is acutely aware of the unique history of Jennie Dean Park, especially that for many 

years, it was the “sole recreation area” for African-Americans to use. The PRC notes that 

Arlington parks are for everyone and it is important to ensure that current and future generations 

are aware of a time in our history when that was not the case. We urge that the design stage 

explore opportunities for the community fully to tell this story and find ways to document and 

creatively share this information. 

 

Colonnade along Four Mile Run Drive 

Neighbors of Jenny Dean Park have raised issues about noise from the park. The draft Park 

Master Plan provides a colonnade and additional plantings intended to buffer noise from the 

park, as well as buffer the noise and pollutants of traffic along Four Mile Run Drive. Recently an 

issue has been raised about the colonnade creating a potential barrier to the park. We trust that 

this issue can be addressed during the design process to ensure an open, attractive and 

welcoming entrance to the park along Four Mile Run Drive, while also dealing with the issues of 

noise and pollutants and perhaps offering educational signage material that honors the park’s 

historical affiliation with the neighborhood. 
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Two-block area West of Nelson Street 

While the commission understands the rationale for removing the two-block area west of Nelson 

Street from the park planning area, the PRC notes that the county has systematically purchased 

properties in this area over a 20-year period to expand Jennie Dean Park. Taking these parcels 

out of consideration for expansion of the park severely limited possible design options and 

recreational opportunities an expanded Jennie Dean Park could have provided. 

 

Per the recommendation of the Shirlington Dog Park Committee, the PRC at a minimum 

supports integrating the existing county-owned warehouse properties (2704-2706 S. Oakland 

Street) into parkland as originally intended. Removing the buildings and creating green, flexible 

use space could accomplish an array of complementary objectives such as: 1) addressing some 

limited stormwater issues by increasing vegetation, 2) integrating the dog park and Jennie Dean 

Park with the potential arts district, 3) providing flexible space that could be used for festivals 

and other events, 4) providing swing space for Jennie Dean Park as the site is developed, and 5) 

opening up the line of site into the park from Four Mile Run Drive. 

 

Phase 2 and Acquisition of WETA site 

We support the action taken by the County Board to move forward on the acquisition of the 

WETA site when that becomes available and thereafter to commence Phase 2 of renovating 

Jennie Dean Park. Phase 2 will enhance casual use space, in such high demand in this area and 

across the county and complete the full integration of the other amenities Jennie Dean Park now 

provides. 

 

We urge that once the WETA property becomes available, the county move expeditiously to 

complete the park. That property will help provide the space to fulfill the Board's commitment to 

restore in Phase 2 the second of two tennis courts currently in Jennie Park which unfortunately, 

because of the constraints imposed by the available space and other priorities, has been removed 

from Phase 1 development. As noted in the 4MRVWG charge, restoration of all currently 

existing amenities, including the second tennis court, is important for supporting various county-

wide park users. If the county is not able to acquire the WETA site, the PRC would support other 

land uses, such as in the properties West of Nelson Street for tennis court restoration.  

 

Nelson Street Footbridge  

We have heard more recently from other neighbors that the Shirlington side of this bridge, which 

is the southern entrance to Jennie Dean Park, has various safety, signage and aesthetic issues.  

Also, the bridge itself could use some refurbishment and lighting.  We urge that the county 

pursue improvements to this small area as part of the Phase 1 rebuild of the park.  

 

Thank you for letting us share our views. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William Ross 

Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
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cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Arlington County Planning Commission 


