
  

ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
June 8, 2018 

 

Honorable Katie Cristol 

Chair, Arlington County Board  

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  

Arlington, VA 22201  

 

RE: Crystal City Block Plan 

 

Dear Chair Cristol:  

 

The Park and Recreation Commission participated in the LRPC and SPRC meetings concerning 

the development of the block plan that provides for two build-out scenarios for the corner of 18th 

Street South and Crystal Drive.  We received briefings from the applicant at our February 

meeting and from the applicant and staff at our April meeting.   Although we understand there 

may be further revisions of proposals by the applicant, we would like to share our thoughts on 

the open space aspects of the most recent proposal.  

 

The Corner Retail Building.  As a consensus, PRC members have no major objections to the 

concept of the corner building in that location.  The presentation showing the challenging 

topographical variation at that site, the large garage entrance that would be covered, screened, or 

incorporated into the site, and the opportunities for integrating a structure with the Metro 

entrance led to a fairly benign view of the building concept.     

 

Nevertheless, members were sympathetic with neighborhood concerns that such a building 

would create a deviation to the open space envisioned in the Crystal City Sector Plan, which 

could impede the more welcoming, naturalistic character of the open space that could be 

achieved on that corner, without a building.   We would welcome a discussion on the design of a 

structure that supplements, rather than dominates the park ultimately built there.  The question 

remains however, how necessary or successful additional retail would be at this site.  Finally, we 

lament that only the minimally required amount of public open space is being offered by the 

applicant at this site.  The sector plan clearly calls for developers to strive to achieve more than 

the minimal requirements of open space.    

 

Funding and Phasing for the Open Space.  The Commission’s major concern is that the current 

process has no plan, funding, or timetable for designing and constructing the one-acre park.   The 

park seems to be an afterthought within the entire process.  Given the visibility of this project 

and the need for open space in Crystal City, we would have thought that more public discussion, 

including the projected cost of a park and its funding, would have been undertaken.  The 

commission continues to question why we as a County do not demand that developers assist to 

help fund our urban open spaces.  If we are going to allow for a significant variation from the 
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sector plan to allow a new private building to be built, why are we not asking for private 

assistance to fund the development of the rest of this site?  We understand that there are other 

community benefits involved with private development, but a more robust, open discussion of 

community benefits that promote public access to open space is increasingly being questioned 

throughout the county.     

 

In any case, without a plan for funding of the park, whether through the CIP process, the Crystal 

City TIF, or developer assistance, it would appear to be premature to move forward on the 

current proposal.      

 

Thank you for letting us share our views. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Arlington County Planning Commission 

 

 


