
 

 

  

ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
April 6, 2018 

 

Honorable Katie Cristol 

Chair, Arlington County Board  

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  

Arlington, VA 22201  

 

RE:  PRC Comments on Proposed FY19 Budget 

 

Dear Chair Cristol:  

 

The Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) has reviewed both the County Manager’s proposed 

FY19 budget and received a presentation on the proposed budget at the February 27, 2018 joint 

PRC and Sports Commission meeting as well as additional correspondence from the Department 

of Park and Recreation. We appreciate this opportunity to share our views with you. 

 

Given the tight budget projections, the PRC generally supports the County Manager’s 

recommendations. The commission recognizes that losing more than 10 FTEs within the 

Department of Parks and Recreation is painful and requires setting priorities and making difficult 

choices. Likewise, eliminating some heavy equipment and vehicles that can be outsourced also 

seems to be an appropriate recommendation. We do share concerns expressed by the Adult 

Senior Council concerning erosion of support for the +55 Program.  Among other concerns, they 

would like to be assured that moving to contract-based transportation services will not impact the 

quality of services provided by the programs extensive travel program.  In any case, eliminating 

some of the extra “nice to have” programs, such as the snow-blower loaner program and 4th of 

July entertainment at Long Bridget Park, and taking a more strategic and long-term view of the 

overall budget is preferable to resorting to across the board cuts. 

 

The commission has noted that the DPR’s share of PayGo is focused entirely on field 

maintenance and replacement.  While we consider these uses important, as we move forward we 

want to ensure that funding, from whatever source, is available for investments related to casual 

or leisurely use (e.g. benches, picnic tables, etc.) that will enhance the traditional park 

experience.   We are encouraged that two of the funding allocations are for non-programmed, 

community fields.  We will be encouraging DPR to consider a more balanced approach between 

programmed and casual uses.  

 

Operating and Maintenance Costs 

 

While we appreciate that the proposed maintenance budget for parks and recreation facilities was 

not included in the proposed cuts, there is still a concern that past cuts have not been made up 



 

 

and that cuts will return in future budget years.  As new parks and facilities are brought on line, 

such as the Long Bridge Aquatic Center and the Lubber Run Community Center, it will be 

important to ensure that adequate operations and maintenance funding accompany these projects, 

while also ensuring adequate on-going maintenance funding for our other park and recreation 

amenities. 

 

As DPR reports, deferred maintenance can result in higher costs in the long run.  In the list of 

facilities that have less than desired maintenance cycles are basketball and tennis courts, trees, 

park shelters, and restrooms.  The commission believes that the county’s focus should be on 

ensuring that facilities have efficient and effective operations and maintenance. 

 

Funding for Updates of Natural Resources Management Plan and Urban Forest Master Plan 

 

Updating both the Natural Resources Management Plan and the Urban Forest Master Plan have 

been identified as a high priority in the POPS process and in public feedback. We recommend 

that funding be identified to move these updates forward as soon as POPS has been completed, 

especially since it is likely that work could begin on these plans as early as January 2019. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William Ross 

Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 


