
 

 

  
ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
September 17, 2018 

 

Honorable Katie Cristol 

Chair, Arlington County Board  

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  

Arlington, VA 22201  

 

RE:  Salt Facility Replacement 

 

Dear Chair Cristol:  

 

We would like to offer some views of the Park and Recreation Commission (PRC) on the Old 

Dominion/26th Street Site and the plans for temporary replacement of the Salt Facility.  

 

Although at this point PRC would like to concentrate on the longer term plans for this site, we do 

have a few thoughts on the immediate proposal for the site.  The current plans for temporary 

replacement do imply outcomes that are contrary to language in the General Land Use Plan, the 

current Public Spaces Master Plan, the Urban Forestry Plan and the Natural Resources 

Management Plan.  In various sections, these documents call for protection, preservation, and 

enhancement of trees, and other elements of our natural spaces.  The proposed temporary 

replacement plan has clearly impacted these elements.  

 

Given the negative impacts of the proposed replacement plan, some commission members have 

suggested that the Buck site options be explored.  This would require a review of 

recommendations for the Buck site offered by JFAC and county actions subsequent to that.  In 

any case, as we move forward, we urge that staff and the Board allow for more robust public 

discussions that show the public we are committed to minimizing negative environmental 

impacts of county projects.   

 

The commission also expressed concerns about sudden changes in zoning.  We perceive that the 

county often has a preference for changes in zoning, as opposed to using zoning and planning as 

parameters for determining what we should be building and siting.  

 

We do share with the community’s concerns about the losses of trees that have taken place. 

Ultimate replacement of trees and expansion of the vegetative buffering for the neighborhood 

will be crucial.  Perhaps this can be accomplished in part by a focus on possible land acquisition 

at the site (if opportunities arise). 

 

PRC looks forward to participating in a robust planning and design process for this site that 

could maximize natural open space while accommodating as necessary, other crucial county 

uses.  We are aware of and have supported past neighborhood proposals for a small park at this 
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location.  Such a park would provide an extension of connected county parkland from the 

Potomac River all the way to Glebe Road.   

  

Thank you for letting us share our views. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William Ross 

Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Arlington County Planning Commission 


