
 

 

  

ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

 

 
September 6, 2018 

 

Honorable Katie Cristol 

Chair, Arlington County Board  

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  

Arlington, VA 22201  

 

RE:  Virginia Hospital Center Expansion 

 

Dear Chair Cristol:  

 

We would like to offer some views of the Park and Recreation Commission on the plans for 

proposed expansion of the Virginia Hospital Center (VHC).  Commission members have 

followed the site plan process, participated in the public open house events, and met with 

members of the neighborhood working group.   

 

While we greatly appreciate the services that VHC provides to Arlington and support hospital 

expansion, we have several concerns about the design aspects of the proposal, including its 

detrimental open space and environmental impacts, and its general inability to blend in with this 

residential area of Arlington.  We are also surprised and dismayed by the apparent lack of 

concern about community interests, as evidenced so far in discussions and design amendments. 

 

The garage structure will create a dominant edifice that will detract from the residential 

experience for those living adjacent to the site, across Edison Street, 17th Street, and George 

Mason Drive. While these residents will bear the brunt of visual and logistical impact, there is no 

doubt that other residents to the east and north will also notice the proposed façade looming over 

their neighborhood, particularly during months without full tree canopy.   

 

The current plans show only modest attempts to provide a cushion of trees and other plantings 

along the perimeters of the proposed buildings.  Despite inquiries, there has been no attempt to 

introduce green roof or green wall features. The proposed pedestrian circulation solutions show 

only some attempts to produce a campus-like experience that would eliminate the super-block 

effect of what is currently being proposed. The proposed central court appears to offer a pleasing 

design and good experience for future hospital patients, visitors and employees, but we 

understand that it will go away with future hospital expansions, a proposition that renders any 

positive value to that feature strategically moot.  

 

Various commentators, including PRC members, have come up with ideas for producing more of 

a set-back, tapered design, underground parking (at the acknowledged cost of taller building 

structures), green plantings, creative storm water solutions and other applications that apply 
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biophilic principles we see being applied in other recent neighboring hospital expansions.  A 

long-term vision also suggests that alternate siting locations for the basic office building and for 

the parking garage could be advantageous for the hospital and neighborhoods, thus avoiding the 

mass blocking effect that should be avoided in all Arlington projects, especially those in or near 

neighborhoods. We have been directed to other hospital facilities, such as Johns Hopkins Sibley 

Memorial, INOVA Women's and Children's Hospital, and Adventist Shady Grove Hospital, as 

examples of better ways to approach health care building design   

 

Given these concerns and those of other interested parties, we would propose that decisions on 

this site plan be deferred until modifications that would deal with the above issues can be made. 

Also, given that VHC contemplates tearing down some of the existing buildings eventually, we 

would hope to see in such a revision, a more coherent long-term vision of the entire hospital site.  

This addition would be in line with a more comprehensive approach to urban planning that the 

county aspires to.  

 

Thank you for letting us share our views. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William Ross 

Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 

 

 

cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 

 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Arlington County Planning Commission 


